


We could tell you that our lenses are better. After all, 
the heart of any scope is its optical system. Which is 
why we insist on mal<.ing our own. 

We could point out tliat we rough grind each lens with a 
diamond curve generator that worKs to tolerances of plus 
or minus one millionth of an inc;h. 

We could reveal that we edge grind each lens to insure 
perfect center-to-center concentricity inside the scope. 
Most makers don't bother. 

We could go into detail about how we vacuum coat the 
lenses with a very thin film of magnesium fluoride to cut 
light loss. 

We could describe the end result in glowing terms but one 
look says it all. 

We could talk about the rest of the Classic scope. We 
could claim that it's the toughest, lightest scope ever made. 

We could get technical about a lens cell so recoil-proof 
that we can't find a gun powerful enough to test it. 

We could rhapsodize about the fine featherweight 
aluminum tube. Carefully drawn to shape. Spun for balance. 
Hand-polished and buffed to a glass-like finish. Then, 
anodized to deep, lustrous jet-6lack. . 

We could make a case for the ultra sensitive adjustments. 
The nitrogen filling. The final, individual seal test. 
In fact, we could go on and on. 

Or, we could simply suggest that the Classic Variables are 
the finest telescopic sights money can buy. 

The Classic V700 

$90 

The Classic V900 
$100 • 

Classic Series 
byW~aver. 

Catalog on request W. R. Weaver Company, El Paso, Texas 79915. 



MUZZLE LOADERS SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICES TO INDIVIDUALS 
BUY NOW WHILE LIMITED OFFER LASTS! 
NEW LOW PRICES 

ORDER DIRECT Muzzle loaders are EXEMPT from government regulations and may be shipped anywhere without federal restrictions. 
KENTUCKY PERCUSSION RIFLE 45 CAL $69.90 

Muzzle loading Rifle. 35" Rifle Octagonal Barrel. Full wood stock. 
Brass patch box, weight 7 lbs. ($100 value) STANDARD MODEL 
$69.90 ENGRAVED MODEL $79.90 

ZOUAVE MODEL 1863 RIFLE $82.90 

The Finest Percussion Rifle Available. Beautiful Wood 
Full Stock. Lots of Brass. Rifled 33" Barrel. Excellent Shoaler ($125.00 
Value) $82.90 

KENTUCKY PISTOL 44 

Rifled Bore. Fine Shooter Crafted 
from Finest Steel, Woods & Brass. 
($80.00 Value) 

Percussion 44 Cal. • $48.90 
Flintlock 44 Cal. • $48.90 

Standard Percussion 41 Cal. • $19.90 

MODEL 1860 ARMY 44 

$39.90 -Sif!d)' 
{_ .• 

Percussion 44 Cal. Cylinder 
Engraving. Blue Finish, Walnut 
Grips 8" Barrel. Beautiful Collectors & 
Shooters Piece (S90.00 Volue) 
Case Hordened Frame Deluxe Model $56. 90 
Bross Frome Model $39.90 

TARGET MODEL 44 

$39.90 
Solid Frame Single Shot Percussion 
Shooter. Adj. Target Sights. The Fav­
orite of Muzzle Loader Shooters. 
($75.00 Value) 
Deluxe Model 44 Target $39.90 
Engraved Model 44 Target $49.90 

BABY DRAGOON 31 

$33.90 
The Celebrated Model 1848 Baby 
Dragoon. Used During the Gold 

Rush Days. ($85.00 Value) 
Brass Frame Model $33.90 

Case Hardened Frame $43. 90 
Engraved Model $39.90 

POWDER FLASKS 

1851 NAVY REVOLVER 36 

$28.90 
36 Caliber, 
Blue Finish 
One Piece Walnut Grips, 
Brass Frame 36 Cal. $28.90 
Case Hardened Frame 36 Cal. $36.90 
Deluxe Navy Silver Trim 36 Col. $45. 90 
Brass Frame 44 Cal. $33.90 

2nd MODEL 44 DRAGOON 

$69.90 )Ii( --

Beautiful Detail is Shown in This 
Fine Gun. Fully Engraved Cylinder 
Case Hardened Frame, Blue Finio;h. 
Large Piece. (Value $100.00) $69.90 

MODEL 1851 ENGRAVED NAVY 36 

$39.90 ,,1~ .wJ 
---·· The Fine 36 Cal. Navy Fully ) 

Engraved, Beautiful Blue Fin- -
ish, One Piece Walnut Grips Very Elegant 
Collectors Gun. ($89.00 Value) $39.90 

NEW MODEL ARMY 44 

$39.90 

Rugged Steel or Brass Frame. Used 
During the Civil War & The Favorite 
of Officers. Blue Finish, Walnut 
Grips ($89.00 Value) 
Brass Frame $39.90 
Steel Frame $46.90 

BULLET MOLDS 

31, 36 or 44 Cal. 
Brass ...... $6.50 

36 or 44 Cal. 
Wood Handles $8.90 
Kentucky Rifle 
Mold ......... $7.90 

Walker Bullet 
$12.90 $6.50 $8.50 $8.50 $9.50 $6.50 $5.90 Mold ....... $7.50 

Holsters • . . . • $8.90 

NOTE ORDERING INFORMATION 
SEND YOUR ORDER DIRECT 

Percussion & Flintlock Pistols & Rifles are EXEMPT from Federal Regulations 
Send (cashiers) Check or Money Order, 25% for C.D.D. Add $2.00 per Pistol & $3.50 Par Rifle for Shipping. ln­
~~~c~ia~~~tement that you are 21 Yrs. of Age or Older and that there are no Local Restrictions Against your 

CALL OUR ORDER DESK-Area Code 213-769-3811-IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT. 

PRESENTATION CASED SETS 

Model 1851 Navy ........ $60.00 
Engraved 1851 Navy ..... $70.00 
New Model Army (Steel) ... $75.00 

1851 SHERIFF'S MODEL 36 

$31.90 
The Shorter 
Version of 36 
Cal. Navy 
Revolvers. Blue 
Finish, Walnut Grips 
Brass Frame 36 Cal. $31.90 
Case Hardened Frame 36 Cal. $38.90 

WALKER MODEL 44 

$69.90 
The Largest of the Percussion 44 
Cal. Revolvers Weighs 4 lbs. 8 oz. 

The Famous Gun of Captain Sam Walker. 
Saw Service During Mexican War. (Value 

$110.00) $69.90 

TOWER FLINTLOCK PISTOL 69 CAL. 

" $23.90 
Lots of Brass Fittings, Fine 
Woods Very Large Pistol. Used 

During Revolutionary War. ($35.00 Value) 
Harper's Ferry Model 1775 • $29.90 

PHILADELPHIA DERRINGER 41 

$24.90 
Full Wood Stock. 
Octagonal Barrel 
Blue Finish, Silver 

Trim. Very Small and Unusual 
Gun. ($49.90 Value) $24.90 

GUN COLLECTORS CATALOG 
New Big Catalog of Many Hard to Find Items. A 
Must for the BLACK POWDER Shooter and Collector. 
Completely Illustrated With Photos of All Guns & 
Accessories Offered. 

SEND $1.00 

I(: GUH CATALOG : )I 
.A.lfTIQUE A MODJ:l\lf 

EMF Co. Inc. Dept. G, P.O. Box 1248, Studio City, Calif. 91604 

GUNS 

Gun, Magazine i, publiJhed monthly at $7.50 per year, by Publi,her, Development Corp., al 8150 N. Central Park Ave., Skokie, Ill. 60076, 
Second C/aJJ PoJ/age Paid al Skokie, Ill. and al additional mailing office,. Vol. XIX, No. 3-08. 
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New9 f tom the ... 
SHOOTERS CLUB OF AMERICA 
Dedicated to the Constitutional Right of Every Citizen to Keep and Bear Arms 

ANTI-HUNTING GROUPS STRIKE AT SPORTSMAN 

This time of year many hunters plan for the fall season. It is also 
the time of year when our anti-firearms friends switch to their anti­
hunting propaganda. They have concocted strange pictures of na­
ture, that go like this; in the beginning there was Walt Disney, and 
Disney said "make me some animals in my own image". And lo, 
there was Bambi, and Bambi's Mom and Dad, and there was 
Thumper and Flower and all manner of cute and cuddly creatures. 
Those big-eyed English speaking animals, followed by the Dumbos 
and singing mice, to say nothing of the real moving pictures of ani­
mals doing human type things. All these cuddly creatures would 
naturally, unless killed by the cruel red-eyed hunter, live forever. 
Not only on the screen but in the hearts and minds of a lot of grown 
people who ought to know better. 

The sinister firearms owner is pictured as the only true beast 
in the garden. And the beastliest of all is the hunter, for not only 
does he kill things for mere sport, but he is on the verge of bringing 
all wildlife to complete extinction. 

Not long ago one of the anti-firearms groups issued a Bill of 
Rights for Animals. They have also issued bumper stickers which 
say "Animals Have Rights Too". Among the rights was "Freedom 
from Fear". Now if the animals whose rights were being championed 
were domestic dogs, cats, horses and so forth, which are in daily 
contact with human beings and liable to be abused, this would 
make sense. But what animal in the wild can possibly be free 
from fear? Fear is a part of nature. Without a sense of fear how 
would a mouse or deer, or for that matter an elephant survive 
in nature? And when a lion, or eagle or fox catches its dinner, don't 
you think its prey feels fear as it is eaten? 

The idea that something which involves killing could be enjoyed 
is apparently what anti-firearms people cannot stomach. Since 
most of those who oppose hunting eat cows, pigs, calves, (cute 
little baby cows), sheep, chickens, ducks, turkeys, etc, in great 
quantities. And since most of them wear clothes and shoes made 
of skins, and have furniture, car seats, rugs, etc made of skins, they 
cannot be against killing per se. But when that killing is done 
on a one-to-one basis, as when a man shoots an elk, it becomes 
immoral. You might say this is illogical, and you would be 100% 
correct. 

Most of the people who go hunting do it because they like 
being close to nature. They enjoy the experience of getting up 
well before dawn and waiting in the icy quiet of a duck blind for 
the light and first flight. For millions of years our grandfathers 
spent all their time hunting. A good kill meant the survival of 
himself and his family. It also meant the eventual survival of 
his great, great, great grandson (that's us). A good bag of game 
was the highest thrill and joy for 100% of mankind for a million 
years. Today we enjoy trying to call the ducks into range, and 
if we do this right and the ducks come over, we enjoy our success 
like the 100,000 father-son generations before us. Later, when the 
duck is roasted or broiled, we enjoy eating it. Yes, we killed it 
ourself, but does anyone imagine that the duck you buy frozen and 
wrapped in plastic wasn't killed? The hunter is involving himself 
with nature, not setting himself apart, as most of us are set apart 
by our phoney plastic civilization. Instead of letting the butchers 
in slaughter-houses supply all our meat, we get a few pieces ourself 
every year to renew the ancient wellsprings of our past. Most 
hunters only get a few animals each year. It is the experience of 
being in the woods and trying to recall ancient skills only dimly 
remembered that is the pleasure of the hunt. 

Some of the anti-hunting groups are very funny. Many of the 
genuine ecology wildlife problems of today arise NOT because 
of hunting but because of simple overpopulation. One of the 
big anti-hunting groups is run by a Catholic organization which 
has successfully promoted anti-abortion and anti-birth control 
legislation. It's a strange strange world we live in, fellow reader. Can 
anyone really blame us for wanting to get away in the woods and 
forget the whole mess for a few days? 

The anti-firearms and anti-hunting groups will not listen to 
reason or logic. They have their own fixed set of ideas and are 
only interested in their own propaganda. The only way we can 
protect ourself is to promote the right information in Congress. To 
do this we need as many members as possible. Help the SHOOTERS 
CLUB OF AMERICA promote the truth. 
Fill out the self addressed and stamped card opposite this page 
and mail it today. 

Col. Edward Becker 

SUPPORT YOUR RIGHT TO OWN AND USE FIREARMS! 
You Get All These Valuable Benefits With Your Membership 
• SPECIAL SHOOTERS CLUB 

LEGISLATIVE NEWSLETTER 
• NEW 1972 REDBOOK OF USED GUN 

VALUES-A $2.50 VALUE! 
• CLOTH EMBLEM 

• NUMBERED MEMBERSHIP 
CARD 

• OFFICIAL DECAL 

• 20% DISCOUNT ON SHOOTING, 
HUNTING AND FIREARMS BOOKS 

JOIN THE S.C.A. TODAY! 

MAIL THIS 
HANDY 
POSTAGE-FREE 
ENVELOPE TODAY! 
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CONTEST WINNERS 

THE FOLLOWING contest winners 
in our monthly free gun drawing 

have been verified: 
December, Black Forest Rifle 

Everet Ileff, Seattle Wash. 
January, Dixie Kentucky Rifle 

Frank Petronik, Minneapolis, Minn. 
February, Armalite Rifle ... Phillip 

Branford, New Orleans, La. 
March, Replica Arms Pistol . 

Frank Petcik, Minneapolis, Minn. 

GUNS ANNUAL CONTEST 
The following winners were chosen 
from our contest in the 1972 issue of 
GUNS ANNUAL: 

Hawes Pistol .. Harold Menges, At-
lanta 

Weatherby .. Evert Will, Miami 
Black Forest .. Robert Iliff, Boston 
H&R Rifle .. Pat Morgenthaler, 

Philadelphia 

THE AMERICAN public in general 
is becoming aware of a fact that all 

of the gun owners knew long ago; that 
anti-gun legislation will not reduce 
crime. They (the public) were conned 
into supporting the Gun Control Act of 
1968, thinking that this would be the 
answer. The public in hundreds of 
cities, counties and states were conned 
into supporting anti-gun bills, believ­
ing them to be the answer. Well, they 
got their laws, and along with them, 
a continued increase in the crime rate. 
Lincoln said: You can fool some of 
the people some of the time, but you 
can't fool all of the people all of the 
time. 

Yet, we have, today, Senator Adlai 
Stevenson III saying: "There is an 
elementary, easy step toward reduc­
ing crime ... " This "easy" step is his 
Federal handgun registration bill. You 
would think by now that these sup­
posedly learned fellows would know 
better! 
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THE COVER 

Two brand new shotguns bearing the 
famous name Weatherby are featured in 
this issue. Col. Askins reports on them 
on page 40. Cover photo courtesy 
Weatherby, Inc. 

AUGUST, 1972 
Vol. XVIII, No. 2-08 

George E. van Rosen 
Publisher 
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The 1972 Winchester Model 64A 
cotnbines style with honest craftstnanship 
and the traditional quality you get 
frotn solid steel, real walnut, and 
no shortcuts. 

We're proud to reintroduce this old favorite. 
The Winchester Model 64 is just too good to stay retired. 
Too many deer hunters remember with pleasure the lean, 
handsome appearance of this fine lever action rifle, and 
its accurate performance afield. That's why we had to 
bring it back in 1972, made just the way you want it. 

New improved lever linkage: We've cut 
a new curved camming slot in the 

lever so that your new Model 64A opens 
and closes more easily, and makes the 

extra shots happen as fast as you 
.,,; need 'em. And if you need a lot, 

the tube magazine under the 64A's 
24" Proof Steel barrel holds five 30-30's. 

Pistol grip stock: Made from 
solid American walnut, the dark 
tones of the satin finished stock 
are a pleasure every Winchester 
buff will want to see. The stock 
features a contoured pistol grip 
and a fluted comb. The butt plate is marked "Winchester 
Repeating Arms", because the Model 64A is part of a 
long tradition that men who know guns will understand. 

Detachable swivels: If you're the kind of deer hunter who 
likes to use a carrying strap or rifle sling we make steel 
sling swivels standard equipment. We also 
made the swivels to detach in a hurry. It's a 
small extra, but it's the kind of professional 
finishing touch you expect from Winchester. 

GUNS AUGUST 1972 

-~-• . . Twenty-four inch barrel: Barrels for 
64As are made on custom ma­

chines that forge cold, chrome 
molybdenum steel into 24 inches 
of precision-rifled strength and 

accuracy. Taking game means placing your shot accu­
rately. With a Winchester Proof Steel barrel, your Model 
64A is every bit as good as you are. 

New loading port cover: The one-piece loading port 
cover is designed to work smoothly and precisely under 
all conditions. Both the cover and the receiver use a 
new rich blueing process developed by Winchester. We 
invite your close inspection. 

Re-designed fore-end: Solid 
American walnut, the Model 64A 1 
fore-end is a rounded style for fast­
pointing confidence. It also protects the half magazine 
under the barrel. The 1972 Model 64A is Winchester 
the way you want it. That means back in the line 
again, better than ever. WINCH£,JT£R.~.275 
Winchester Avenue, New Haven, Connecticut 06504. 

Made in U.S.A. 

winchester 
the W9hJ hJOU 
want1t 
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none 
faster. 

FEDERAL HI-POWER® .22s 

Recent tests, matching our Hi­
Power long rifle rimfire cartridges 
against competitive brands, con­
firmed what we have known all 
along. You just can't buy faster, 
harder hitting .22 ammunition. 
Anywhere. 

Hi-Power 40 grain copper-plated 
bullets deliver that extra-hard im­
pact you want for hunting small 
game and pests. And their flat tra­
jectory makes them accurate at a 
variety of ranges. 

The next time you buy .22 long 
rifle ammunition, buy Federal Hi­
Power. There are none faster. 

AMMO IS OUR ONLY BUSINESS 

FEDERAi: 
CARTRIDGE CORPORATION 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402 

Our Mistake 
In examining the June 1972 edition 

of your magazine, I regretted to find 
that the contents page and page 22 
credit" me with being the author of an 
article about Bolivia. 

The author of this article was Mr. 
James B. Hughes of Houston, Texas. 
Mr. Hughes did the research, got the 
photographs and provided several 
drafts of this article. As you may be 
aware, Mr. Hughes is well known as 
the author of the celebrated History 
of Mexican Military Cartridge Arms 
and is a noted authority on South 
American Ordnance, far exceeding 
my own limited abilities in the field of 
authorship and technical knowledge. 

I would, therefore, be greatly ob­
liged if you would prominently pub­
lish an acknowledgement of the actual 
authorship of the article and I deeply 
regret any confusion which may have 
arisen as a result of my having been 
the person who delivered this article 
to your Editorial Offices. 

Leslie E. Field 
Chicago, Illinois 

Watch Your Language! 
I just read the article entitled 

"Watch Your Language" by E. B. 
Mann and got a real charge out of it. 
However, I'd like to throw in my two 
cent's worth. 

To begin with, I take exception to 
the terms "gun nut" and "gun crank." 
A gun nut is a wierdo who locks him­
self in a room with his rare one-of­
a-kind gun and makes love to it. A 
gun crank is the firing mechanism of 
a Gatling. 

Also, what about the definition of 
"Gun?" When I was in the Army, I 
was taught the difference between my 
rifle and my gun . . ., one was for 
fighting, the other for • fun. Also, I 
learned that a rifle or pistol was a 
weapon, a piece, a firearm, or, as 
when I was at Ft. Hood, a shootin' 

arn. A gun was a crew-served 
weapon, such as a machine gun, or, as 
on a tank, a main gun. It do get com­
plicated, don't it? 

Then there is the historical field, 
with its own vocabulary. Is a wall gun 
something you fire from a wall or 
something that you hang on a wall 
just to look at? And how about names 
... for example, is a Bren gun a gun 
made at Bren, invented by Bren, or 
used to shoot Bren? Was Brown Bess 
a nickname for Queen Elizabeth the 
First? And there are the designations: 
What is a P-38 ... a German pistol, a 
World War 2 airplane, or a G.I. can 
opener? Let's be specific. Some people 
might get the idea that a bull gun is 
used to shoot bulls . . . and there's 
enough bull-shooting in our sport al­
ready. And enough from me. 

Apartment Shoot-Out 

Ted Robins 
Reno, Nevada 

In answer to Walter E. Baker, the 
reason that I bought the first issues of 
Guns· some time back is precisely that 
there were real live pictures of hon­
est-to-goodness guns on the front of 
our magazine. When a man has a gun, 
he needs to fear neither man nor 
beast. 

When the apartment manager (fe­
male) first knew that I had a rifle, she 
was too squeamish to even touch it. 
Just recently I got a $30 six shot .22 
revolver. She is just about ready to 
go with her husband and I to a local 
pistol range to learn how to shoot it. 
It may keep all of us alive before this 
mess is over with. Let's have more 
pictures of those wonderful, beautiful, 
man-handled guns on the front page 
and everywhere else in your maga­
zine. 

H9mer Fulton 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Hunters Care About Wildlife Conservation 
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As a hunter-sportsman, 
/ you care about wildlife 

,:@ conservation because you 
0 

have a special interest-the 
~ pursuit of your sport. You pay 

// for all federal wildlife restoration 
'/.'//4 programs through taxes on your 

Association and Help Us 
Spread the Real Truth. As 

firearms and ammunition purchases. 
A widespread belief today, is that hunters 
cause the endangered species list to grow. 

This is false: American animals vanish 
through environmental destruction 

and mismanagement, not hunters. 

an NRA member, you receive The 
AMERICAN RIFLEMAN every month, 

the country's foremost authority on guns 
and the shooting sports. Plus all the benefits and 
services: low cost gun and accident insurance, hunter 
and firearms information services, hunter safety courses 
and qualifications, legislative information service. 

Special 
Enrollment 

Bonus 

Join NRA now a!1d 
receive the Conservation 
Action Handbook, 
a $3.50 value yours FREE. 

----------
' EXTRA BONUS r • I ENROLLMENT Get this handsome NRA lapel emblem ( t' 
I APPLICATION FREE with your membership credentials. , 

I Please start my subscription to The AMERICAN RIFLEMAN right 
away. and send me a confirming enrollment application to en­

I title me to all NRA membership benefits. Also, rush me my FREE 
I Conservation Action Handbook. 

I O 1 year, $7.50 C 3 Years, S20.00 (SAVE $2.50'!) 
I O Payment Enclosed O Please Send Bill 1032 H-Y 
I 
I Name•-------------~ge, ___ _ 

I IAddres,s_ ________________ _ 

I City• ________ state, ____ Zip, ___ _ 

I NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
I 1600 Rhode Island Ave. N.W. • Washington, D.C. 20036 I _______________________ _ 
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When you get cotnfortable \Vith one 
stnooth-pointing,easy- s\Vinging shotgun 
for upland shooting, \Vhy change to 
another gun for duck hunting? 

Select either a Winchester Model 
1200 or 1400 with the exclusive 
Winchoke option and turn your­
self into a one-gun man. 

Changing shotgun sports traditionally has required the 
sportsman to change shotguns ... and sometimes to 
keep several to match all his interests. Find out how 
Winchester Winchoke sets a pattern for versatile smooth 
bore performance, with just one gun. 

Traditional shotgun choke . . . one choke equals one 
shotgun: Shotgunners know that most shotgun barrels 
are slightly constricted or "choked" at the muzzle to 
achieve a particular type of shot pattern. For close-in 
shooting you want an open-bored gun with little or no 
choke. You have to pick up another gun for best per­
formance at 16-yard trap, or moderate range hunting (im­
proved modified or modified choke). You'd want yet an­
other with a full choked barrel for long range shooting of 
larger game or high-flying wildfowl. You can own a lot of 
fine shotguns for each different sport. But unless you can 
afford to have them all custom matched for weight, bal­
ance, feel, and swing, you literally have to learn all over 
again each time you switch guns. Because each sepa­
rate shotgun fits, feels, swings, and points differently. 

What have manufacturers done about changeable 
chokes? Winchester offers fully interchangeable barrels, 
with different chokes ... even deer barrels ... for most 
Model 1200 and 1400 shotguns. That helps, but it doesn't 

equal keeping the exact weight, feel, balance, and point 
of the same gun. Other manufacturers offer variable­
type choke units, but heretofore most variable chokes 
have been large enough to create a bulge at the end of 
your shotgun barrel, even if they permitted the use of 
the same shotgun for a variety of sports. How can you 
have a single handsome shotgun that looks and points 
the way you want, however you change the choke? 
Enter Winchoke. 

10 

What is Winchoke? Winchester 
Winchokes are lightweight, 
2"-long, threaded choke 
tubes machined from 
chrome molybdenum steel. 
Each is an interchangeable 
shotgun muzzle, precision­
bored to a specific choke. For 
Winchester Winchoke Model 
1200 and 1400 field guns, we offer 
three Winchoke tubes, bored sepa­
rately for improved cylinder for close-in 
shooting, modified choke for medium range patterns, 
and full choke for long range pattern. All three are 
shipped with each gun, with the modified choke tube 
installed. Together, they amount to an inexpensive cabi­
net-full of shotguns you can carry in your pocket, allow­
ing you to change your pattern to suit your changing 
sport ... with the same gun. Winchokes fit tight, pattern 
right, and shoot where you point 'em. There is no un­
sightly muzzle bulge. And you get the· unbeatable value 
of 3 shotguns for the price of one. 

How do Winchokes work? 
To change shot patterns to 
suit your sport, simply un-
screw the Winchoke tube 

in your gun with the handy 
spanner wrench that comes 

with each Winchoke set. It takes 
only seconds. Replace it with the 

Winchoke tube of your choice, screw 
it in snugly, and you're ready to go. Win­

chokes will not shoot loose, and will hold 
their choke as if they were an integral part of 

your shotgun barrel. Most important, you get a 
Winchester you can use for virtually every shotgun field 
sport, or even claybirds, too ... all in one sleek, hand­
some shotgun that never gives away a thing in looks or 
performance. Available on 12, 16 or 20 gauge Winchoke 
Model 1200 or 1400 field guns with 26" or 28" barrels. 
Win choke Model 1200 and 1400 Trap guns also available 
with full, improved modified, and modified Winchokes, 
wrench included. 
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Model 1200 Slide Action: The durable 
Model 1200 is tough enough to stand 
up to years of hard use. Handsome 
American walnut stock and forend 
feature crisp new cleanline negative 
checkering. Field, trap, skeet, and deer 
models available in popular gauges, 
chokes, and barrel lengths. Winchoke 
models for field and trap only. 

Twin action slide bars: Two steel action 
slide bars on every Model 1200 give 
you a slick; smooth 
action that's so fast 
you have to try it 
to believe it. The .,,,, 
Model 1200 stays ,..-: 
right with you for 
follow-up shots. 

Model 1400 Mark II Shotgun: Substan­
tially less apparent recoil in a ruggedly 
built, gas operated autoloader, with 
models available in 12, 16 and 20 gauge 
... plus left-hand models in field, trap, 
and skeet guns, in 12 gauge only. 

Push button release: You load the 
Model 1400 just by dropping a shell 

into the ejection port at 
the side of the 

receiver. 
Push the 
button un­
der the gun. 
The action 
clicks home, automatically, 
without fumbling. 

Less noticeable recoil: The 
Model 1400 gas system stretches 

out the recoil you feel over a longer 
period of time than shotguns with a 
solidly locked breech. You get more of 

Made in U.S.A. 

Model 1400 

a push than a "kick". Keep your eyes 
open for the Model 1400 Mark II next 
time you visit your Winchester dealer. 

Front locking rotat­
ing bolt: Model 
1200 and 1400 bolts 
are made from 
heat-treated 
chrome molybde­
n1,1m steel, with four 
oversize locking lugs. 
The rotating bolt turns 
and locks into the chrome 
moly steel barrel extension when you 
close the action for fast, smooth, 
secure performance. 

Winchester Proof Steel barrel: Every 
Model 1200 and 1400 comes with a 
Winchester Proof Steel barrel, pre­
cision-machined from fine gun 
steel for a lifetime of shooting. 
The Winchester Proof Mark 
on the barrel and re­
ceiver means you 
can't buy a Model 
1200 or 1400 we 
haven't tested for ourselves. 

Rust proof receiver: Model 1200s and 
1400s feature the same front-locking, 
rotating bolt. It's made from chrome 
molybdenum steel ... the same kind of 
gun steel most experts believe best for 
the finest shotguns .. Because of its in­
herent strength, we precision­
machined our receivers from 
heat treated aluminum. 
They're lighter and 
they'll never rust. 

-WFNCH£ST£A. 275 Winchester Avenue, 
New Haven, Connecticut 06504. 

Model 1200 

winchester 
the wqhj h:JOU 
want1t 
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A HUNTER'S special by 
popular demand. Tough 
natural retan with 12" 
or 14" stovepipe top, 
double sole, block heel, 
western wide r o u n d 
toe. 

R 960 ... $44,50 
All Austin boot!'! arc fully leather lined. wood pegged 
and brass n:1ilcd :uchcs with steel shnnks. Top 
Quality at n .. asonahlc prices. 

I FREE CATALOG I 
When ordering 11lc.isc gi,•c shoe size and width, 

cnlf of leg mC':1s111·enu..•nt. 1oot tracing t:1ken without 
weigh1 on foot., and if ins.tcp is regular, high or very 
high. For "it.cs 12 1 .! thru 13D or calf measurements 
on~r 16 add 10<(" to 1cgulnr price. (Ladies: Give 
your size in ro1-rcs1>onding men's size only.) S 10.00 
deposit on C.0.D. orders. You pny postal char-g-es. 
\Ve pay post:inc on p1·epaid ordcrR. Our guarnntcc 
for exchange 01· refund; return boot& unclnmagcd and 
unworn wlt.hln ten days . 

. : 1~ !~ -~·,,,,,J 
Freeland OLYMPIC 

BIPOD $24.75 

Regal Biped RSB-12, 
$26.75 

(Adjustable on Shaft) 
Mention Scope 

Benchrest Stands 
$23.50 and $33.00 

Freeland SLING 
KEEPER $1.50 

61-5 1¼" INT. 
ALL ANGLE TRIPOD sling comb. $8.00 

WITH SADDLE $22.75 

Fore-End Stop, Specify gun; from ........ $ 5.75 

FREELAND "AR" Shooting Mat ............ 33.00 

" Foam Padded Shooting Glove . . . . . . . . 6.00 

" Zipper spotting scope Case . . . . . . . . . . 6.25 

" Int. 1 ¼ or 1.6 sling ................ 15.25 

" OLYMPIC Alum. Butt Plate #1-ABP .... 16.00 

"Mr. Cairo" Palm Rest. STD .............. 21.50 

FREELAND "61" Butt Plate Comb .......... 50.00 

" SUPERIOR Front Sight ........... from 16.00 

" AF-55 Canvas Rifle Case . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.50 

" #1 KNEELING ROLL 9" long . . . . . . . . . 7.00 

lOX #202 or #209 Rifle Coat ............ 25.95 

GEHMANN #530 REAR DIOPTER .......... 37.25 

19" Stool w/packets ... battle green or O.D. 12.00 

!(i1200F A.O. Overhead Ear Protectors ..... 12.85 

Adjustable Micro Pistol sight set. . . . . . . . . . 18.50 

310 Tool, give caliber .................... 19.50 

Standard Rifle or Pistol die set. ... . 12.50 to 14.00 

Freeland Accessory Kit or Gun Trunk ...... 47.50 

GUNLINE Checking Tool "CP" ............ 20.00 

RCBS JR. RELOADING TOOL 1 Cal. ....... 43.50 

Pachmayr PM4/BDL 4-gun pistol kit. ....... 46.50 

QUALITY CLOSE OUTS 

Leupold detacho bases #200 or #300 fron·t base 1 .50 
Rear base . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 

HEG, Triangle, STD. PISTOL SIGHTS, 
as available, SET ...................... 11.35 

Prices & Models may Change Without Notice 
"Add 70c postage, please" 

ALL GUNS-SIGHTS-GUN CASES-SCOPES-MOUNTS, 
BULLETS, GLASSES, TRIGGERS, CLEANING ITEMS, 
RELOADING PARKER•HALE RODS & ACCESSORIES. 

Writl? For Pamphlet. Send $1 For General Catnlogue 

FREELAND'S Scope Stands, Inc. 
3737 14th Ave., Rock Island, Ill. 61201 
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I T'S NOT too early in those shot­
gun-only areas to be thinking 

about what ammunition you'll use on 
your annual deer hunt this year. 
Some states simply specify shotguns 
only and place no limitations on am­
munition. Others allow only slug 
loads, yet a few specify only shot, and 
certain sizes, at that. 

Where not prohibited, the rifled 
slug-or other heavy solid slug of 
similar performance-is far and away 
the first choice. In properly sighted 
and targeted guns of conventional 
boring, most such ammunition is 
accurate enough for deer at 50 yards 
or so. In so-called slug-barrels, accu­
racy is usually better-and 5" groups 
have often been reported at 100 yards. 
The average, of course, isn't all that 
good. But, if you assemble your slug 
loads with thought and care, they'll do 
well on deer to around 75 yards. 

First, though, make certain you'll 
be able to utilize the gun/load accu­
racy. That means good sights; at least 
a bead or post front, and an open ad­
justable rear. Better yet, an aperture 
receiver unit such as the Williams 
Fool Proof; and at the top of the heap, 
a 1-X or low-power scope. Be advised 
that without good sights and proper 
zeroing, you'll likely wind up with an 
empty freezer, no matter how good 
the ammunition. The average bird 
gun with only its bead foresight may 
not place slugs within 2 feet of point 
of aim, and close groups are generally 
impossible. And, of course, the 12-
bore is by far the best. It is the most 
powerful, and generally the most 
accurate because of its larger projec­
tile. 

The conventional rifled slug is the 
usual handloading choice, simply be­
cause of availability and familiarity. 
You can make your own with the 
Lyman mold and swaging die set-or 
buy them from purveyors of cast bul­
lets. These slugs are made of very soft 
lead, and by virtue of the deep hollow 
in the base, their walls are thin and 
easily deformed. Deformation near 

the base reduces accuracy. This de­
formation may derive from rough 
handling before or during reloading, 
or it may result from firing. Another 
detriment to accuracy is lodging of 
any foreign material (usually wad 
fragments) in the base cavity to 
throw the slug off balance. So, it is 
essential to use care and see that slug 
bases remain perfectly round before 
and during loading. 

Deformation during firing can be 
prevented-or at least reduced-by 
placing one or two thick nitro card 
wads between the slug and the filler 
wads. These hard card wads support 
the soft base during violent accelera­
tion, so it remains clean and round. 
Card wads also prevent filler wads 
from being driven willy-nilly into the 
base cavity. Chunks of wad driven in 
there not only deform the base, but 
throw the slug out of balance. 

Some people report improved re­
sults by filling the base cavity com­
pletely full of grease or vegetable 
shortening, then using hard card 
wads. But the grease apparently 
doesn't always help. Try it both ways 
to learn which you favor. 

However, don't use too much card 
wad here. One .200" -thick wad will 
often be enough-perhaps only a sin­
gle .135" thickness will do the job. In 
any event, don't use more than two 
.200" wads. To do so will cut down too 
much on the springy filler wad. That 
filler wad is necessary to absorb the 
initial acceleration shock in firing. 
Without it, even the card wads won't 
prevent very bad slug base deforma­
tion-and accuracy will be non-exis­
tent. Best results are obtained with 
just enough hard card to prevent base 
deformation, plus all the filler wad 
that will fit. Use waxed composition 
or cork filler wads for the shock ab­
sorbing capability. Use low-base-wad 
cases so there will be room for plenty 
of filler wad after the essential slug, 
card wad, and powder are in place. 

A good solid rolled crimp is essen­
tial-and that means using new or 
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top-condition cases, whether they be 
paper or plastic. It may be advisable 
to re-wax paper case mouths, and 
even to re-crimp both plastic and 
paper after a few hours "rest period." 

If you want waterproof slug loads, 
let a drop of thinned clear lacquer 
run in around the primer. Then, run 
melted paraffin wax in around the 
slug after final crimping. 

Powder choice is simple with slugs. 
Don't try to be different, or try to use 
some propellant simply because you 
have it on hand. Instead, follow the 
recommendations of the powder mak­
er-his testing has been far more 
thorough and precise than anything 
you might do. Slug loads are heavy 
loads, and that means a hefty charge 
of a slow-burning powder like Her­
cules Herco or Blue Dot, or compara­
ble other makes. Just follow the rec­
ommendations and don't try to sec­
ond-guess the nation's top ballistic 
laboratories. 

As for buckshot loads, I'm partial to 
the larger sizes because of their 
greater individual pellet energy. Be­
cause of this, the 12-pellet load of 00 
buck seems best. Triple-0 is favored 
by some, but its fewer 9 pellets re­
duces hit probability substantially. 
Buck needs all the help it can get to 
reduce pellet deformation, so always 
use a plastic shot wrapper of good 
thickness. Also use as much filler wad 
as possible, and use the springiest you 
can find-cork is ideal. 

Pellet deformation can be reduced 
further by filling all between-pellet 
spaces snugly with a fairly soft gran-

ular plastic such as polyethelene. It's 
no easy thing to do, but perseverance 
will pay off. The material can proba­
bly be obtained through any large 
plastics supply house, but in a pinch, 
fine plastic sawdust will do. Large 
buckshot can't be measured, but must 
be counted out and placed manually 
in the case in neat layers. Position the 
first layer, add plastic, then repeat. 
Use a still but frangible over-shot 
card wad (Alcan ·or Federal B-wad) 
and a heavy roll crimp. The remark 
already made about crimping and 
waterproofing apply equally here. 
Powder choice likewise. 

There are numerous other types 
and designs of slugs available today. 
Probably best known is the Brenneke 
with its wide spiral ribs, conical point, 
soid base, and attached wad column. 
It is available from Stoeger Arms, 
through its dealers. Another is the 
Vitt slug of vaguely similar construc­
tion; and there is the Miller slug with 
its point slots or cuts to promote ex­
pansion. Another is the steei, spool­
shape Blondeau, and there is the 
12/ .50 caliber discarding-sabot design 
byMBl. 

Of the above, all require special 
loading techniques and different 
data-supplied by the maker. You 
should follow the recommendations 
for best results. The main thing, 
though, is to load up a few rounds 
now, tune up your deer-intended 
smoothbore, and get in some practice. 
Spend a couple weekends at this and 
you're likely to bring home ~ 
the venison come fall. UIIII 

Sani, 
Ear Ualus. 
Stop flinching. 

Improve your scare. 
Comfortable, 

protects without 
plugging. You can 

hear normal conversation 
but the ears are protected 

from the harmful effects of 
gun blasts. This tiny device is 

actually a precision instrument-the most 
1 scientific protection your hearing can have. 

$4.95 a pair post paid. Money back guarantee. 

Sigma Engineering Company, Dept. G-8; 11320 Burbank Blvd., No. Hollywood, Calif. 91601 
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* * 
'1Vf\~l~f ED 
COUNTERFEIT GUN BUYERS 

Own a complete collection of 
historic Western firearms. 
Full size MACHINE METAL 
replicas ... function, feel, 
disassemble like originals 
but guaranteed NOT TO FIRE! 

#400 
CIVIL WAR 
.36 CAL. 
NAVY COLT 

$23 

#102 
44/40 CAVALRY 
SPECIAL 7½" BARREL 

$21 

#100 
PEACEMAKER 
SINGLE ACTION 

$19 

DELUXE WOOD 
PRESENTATION CASE 
FITTED WITH LOCK 
(SPECIFY MODEL #) . 

$9.50 

..._ 

************ 

* REPLICA MODELS, INC. 
* DEPT. GM-8 610 FRANKLIN ST. 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314 * 
* * PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING MODELS* * #400 __ , #102 __ , #100 __ * 

-- PRESENTATION CASES 
* I ENCLOSE $. ____ (CHECK OR* 

* MONEY ORDER) * 
NAM~-----------

* ADDRESS _________ * 

*CITY __________ * 

STAT~-----~IP ____ _ 
* ( ) SEND FREE COLOR CATALOG * 
************ 
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ALL BRAND•NAME MERCHANDISE 
AT LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES 

BOTH CATALOGS 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

ORDERS FILLED UPON RECEIPT 

~..A...~~:E'.:~ 
DISTRIBUTORS G-872 
40 INDUSTRIAL PL, NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 10805 

CIRCASSIAN WALNUT 
0111 of New Zea!tind. The world's finest. 

24 other fancy and exotic woods. 
Brochure 25c 

Paulsen Gunstocks, g~f~~ik. 
Mont. 59523 

p 
THIS 47 PAGE RCBS LU THIS FREE RCBS 

RELOADING GUIDE S RELOADING CATALOG 

BOTH FOR ONLYS1 
In just one hour this RCBS Reloading Guide 
will show you with photos, drawings, and 
easy-to-follow instructions the basic steps of 
reloading those fired rifle and pistol cases 
you now throw away. Then, with an hour of 
practice, and the proper tools, you could be 
reloading your own ammo. And saving 60% 
on ammo costs to boot. Lists tools you'll need 
to start reloading. Explains how smokeless 
gun powder is even safer to handle than 
gasoline or cleaning fluids. Includes tips by 
famous gun authors and reloading experts on 
powder, bullets, and reloading for hunting. 
FREE CATALOG, loaded with photos, shows 
complete line of famous RCBS Precision­
eered® reloading tools and prices. Most in­
formative, most descriptive reloading catalog 
available anywhere. 

RCBS" 
Get this special 2-for-1 
offer at your gun dealer 
..:._ or mail a dollar bill to: 

RCBS, INC, DEPT. E-8 
P. 0. BOX 1919, OROVILLE 
CALIFORNIA 95965 

'RCBS, Precisioneered, and The Rock Chuck symbol are reEistered trade mar~s of RCBS, lni:. 
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STEVENSON on 

HandGuns 

SEPTEMBER a year ago I called a 
referendum in these pages, inviting 

as many of you as wished to write in 
and express your druthers on forth­
coming subject matter, to let me know 
what areas of handgunning interest the 
column should emphasize, and what 
topics on the other hand would likely 
be greeted with a universal yawn. 
Some of you took a wry view of this 
modest experiment in participatory 
democracy. One chap noted, "What a 
mistake to ask for advice! It will come 
forth in superabundance, all bad." 
Another simply commenced his letter, 
"Well, you asked for it." I did indeed, 
and have been well pleased with the 
results. The volume of letters which 
the September issue sparked-and a 
few are still coming in as this is writ­
ten· in January-was about as I had 
hoped: few enough that I could ac­
knowledge each letter personally, if 
briefly, and ample enough to give me 
an idea of who all is out there, and a 
feeling for the concensus of the com­
munity. 

As for the composition of the read­
ership, we heard from locations as re­
mote as Belgium, to the east, and Viet 
Nam to the west, and from most 
places in between. Most of you didn't 
elaborate on your personal back­
grounds, but since I had launched the 
column with an unsolicited swipe at 
some of our self-anointed social su­
periors, singling out skeet shooters, 
prone riflemen, chess champs, and 
professors of Byzantine history for il­
lustrative purposes, it was promptly 
brought to my attention that there is 
quite a gaggle of chess buffs who read 
this column regularly, as well as two 
honest-to-heaven professors of By­
zantine history who are handgunners 
of purest ray. One of the:in, a gracious 
and courtly gentleman, judging from 
his letter, wrote, "I am not a skeet 
shooter or a 300-meter rifleman; but I 
am a chess player and a Byzantine 

(or Late Roman) historian, and I 
have loved guns, especially handguns, 
as long as I can remember .... Ex­
cept for wheel-locks, I have fired just 
about every kind of handgun ever 
produced for sale in quantity." 

Our other authority on Byzantium 
wrote, "At the moment I own twelve 
handguns, all top quality pieces, and I 
usually shoot up several hundred 
rounds a week, mostly centerfire. I 
reload for seven handgun calibers, 
and I have twice recently won my 
class in local combat pistol competi­
tions." 

So the next time I set up a row of 
straw men to kick over in a zesty lead 
paragraph, I'll jolly well have to put 
other labels on them. 

Aside from chess buffs and profes­
sors, we heard from college students, 
soldiers, and from quite a number of 
police officers, as well as from a cou­
ple of guys who I suspect are tool and 
die makers. Most of you who wrote in 
appear more literate and articulate 
than the national average would have 
led one to expect, though one reader 
predicted that if I don't learn to re­
strain my exhuberant vocabulary, 
many shooters will pass over the 
handgun column in despair as being 
quite unintelligible, or turn for solace 
to competing publications which limit 
themselves to words of seven letters 
or less. 

As for subject matter, the requests 
were, as expected, wide ranging and 
often mutually contradictory. Several 
of you were kind enough to drop a 
note saying merely that you had en­
joyed the column in the past and were 
confident you would continue to enjoy 
it in the future, no matter the subject, 
"as long as you don't write about the 
sex life of the ladybug or women's 
lib," as one reader put it, and I prom­
ised not to. Otherwise, the game was 
all over the field and I have some 
three pages of tightly scrawled notes 
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summarizing the specific requests and 
general drift of each letter. From a 
study of this, I can see that the guys 
who are ardent students of mechani­
cal esoterica are cancelled by an 
equal contingent who view it more as 
tedious trivia, and the black powder 
buffs are neatly balanced by a coterie 
who insist they will contentedly read 
about virtually anything except black 
powder. When all these tradeoffs are 
made-indeed, even before-several 
fairly clear lines of consensus are evi­
dent. 

The clearest concerns the style of 
shooting the readership favors, and 
with near unanimity, it is practical, 
defensive, "combat," if you prefer. As 
one chap put it very succinctly, "My 
basic interest is in the handgun as a 
personal defense weapon-its most 
fundamental use, you might say." 
Hunting or field shooting ran a very 
distant second, about on a par with 
plinking, while classic target shooting 
was requested only once or twice, and 
then almost as an aside or a footnote. 
The interest in combat shooting is a 
pervasive one, and englobes a multi­
plicity of aspects both practical and 
philosophical: courses of fire, tech­
niques, training doctrine, guns, loads, 
rig,, etc. If the referendum is any sort 
of a representative sample, the col-

umn could park itself right here and 
satisfy easily 80% of you all the time. 

Another rather interesting facet is 
that semi-autos seem to arouse far 
greater interest than revolvers. I don't 
mean that a hoard of you all wrote in 
simply to say, "I crave reading matter 
on self loaders," although some guys 
did. It was more a general feeling that 
came across; the mechanical buffs 
fasten onto the self-feeders because of 
the ingenuity and diversity of their 
design, while the combat practitioners 
simply feel that the auto is the more 
efficient weapon, or as the case may 
be, feel it more appropriate for their 
sport, since the object of the game is 
to parallel reality as closely as possi­
ble. In any event, nobody wrote in to 
say, "I want to read about revolvers." 

Another strong demand was for 
hard-hitting evaluation articles, not 
necessarily of new products, but of 
any currently available handgun to 
see exactly how fit it is for the job it 
was meant to perform, and by process 
of elimination to determine which 
modern pistols or revolvers are best 
for each handgunning task. And most 
readers would like holsters to be 
given the same scrutiny. 

Down another rung is a substantial 
minority who would like us to get 

(Continued on page 50) 

We build a lot of extras into this neat compact package ... 

Like exceptional brilliance, clarity and image contrast for the extra few 

minutes of brightness you need in dawn or dusk light ... smoothness 

and accuracy of adjustment ... precision and strength that takes the brutal 

poundings of heavy magnums and still gives rugged dependability 

year after year ... the care and precision in assembly and the 

superb sealing and testing against fogging ... 

and all this is topped off by a gleaming, handsome finish and the 
striking "Golden Ring®" that tells you that this is the famed 

Leupold quality scope ... 

You'd think, with all these extras, that a 

Leupold would be an expensive scope . 

well, we prefer to think of it as 
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A Better Way of Looking at Things 

Leupold & Stevens, Inc., P.O. Box 688, Beaverton, Oregon 97005 

ac~tung! 
COUNTERFEIT GUN BUYERS 

NOW, OWN A COMPLETE 
COLLECTION OF REPLICA 
MODELS OF TRESE FAMOUS 
GERMAN WEAPONS. 
AUTHENTIC IN EVERY 
DETAIL BUT ... 
GUARANTEED NOT TO FIRE! 
MACHINE METAL COMPO­
NENTS LOOK, FEEL AND 
CAN BE DISASSEMBLED LIKE 
ORIGINALS. 

#200 "P0B" Luger 
4" barrel 

$21 

#204 "P-38" 
World War II 

$19 

#206 Mauser 
1896 Millitary 

$35 

'r'r'r'r'r' 
\. REPLICA MODELS, INC. j f DEPT. GM-8 610 FRANKLIN ST. '\ 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314 

\. SEND THE FOLLOWING: j f #200 __ , #204 __ , #206 __ '\ 

ENCLOSED $ _____ (CHECK OR 

} 

MONEY ORDER) { 
NAM.__ __________ _ 

ADDRESS __________ _ 

STAT------~IP _____ J 
} 

CITY 

( ) SEND FREE COLOR CATALOG '\ 
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Take your 22/250 cal. ,s o 
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By COL. CHARLES ASKINS 

AT FIRST glance it would look like 
the iron sight is about as obsolete 

as blanket Indians, coal oil lamps and 
five-cent beer. The tyro shooting man, 
if he is a reader of the cane-pole & 
coon-chasing periodicals must think 
he has been had if he buys a new 
shooting iron that isn't equipped with 
the glass sight. The iron sight which 
continues to be standard equipment 
on the over-the-counter firearm may 
not be as glamorous as the new-fan­
gled scope sight but the facts are 
many times it serves the better. 

It has been common practice during 
the century past to offer the standard 
rifle with an open rear and bead front 
sight. Both made of iron and both 
quite simple to manufacture and just 
as uncomplicated of use. Now there is 
a rising trend to offer more of the 
better models with a scope attached, 
but it will be quite a while, you ~ay 
be sure, before this applies straig4t 
across the board. The telescopic sight 
increases the tariff a good deal and 
since a lot of buyers first look at the 
price tag before they consider the re­
finements, the manufacturers are 
going to continue to install the sim­
plest sights they can devise. 

While the scope sight has made tre­
mendous strides in popularity since 
the end of WW 2 there are still a good 
many shooters who do not want the 
somewhat complicated and fragile 
gadget and are happy with the more 
simple iron sights. 

Just how good are these sights? 
Iron sights are divided into two types 
or kinds. The first of these is the open 
rear sight which has a notch in the 
rear and a bead in front. The second 
has an aperture or peep in the rear 
and the selfsame bead in front. The 
open sight comes in several varia­
tions, the first of these is a flat-top 
with a notch which may be in the 
shape of a U or a V. The second is a 
semi-flattop which slopes from the 
outer extremities to the notch. Still a 
third style is the semi-buckhorn; and 
the full buckhorn. On handgun/! there 
is still another open notch. It is the 

Patridge, named after E. E. Patridge 
who invented it 75 years ago. I has 
parallel sides and a flat bottom. The 
sight in tront is a post which fits this 
rear notch. 

Of these several types, the best is 
the flat-top rear. It is better because 
the gunner may see his game over the 
top of the sight. The semi-flattop, 
semi-buckhorn and full buckhorn all 
hide the animal, in part and are ob­
jectional for this reason. The shape of 
the notch is important, too, and the 
best style is the notch which is U­
shaped. It accepts the bead front sight 
with good clarity and permits not only 
faster shots but more accurate ones. 

Once an aperture rear sight was 
tried on the handgun. It was a dismal 
failure for the peep had to be made so 
big that the pistol then had no accu­
racy. An aperture held at arm's length 
3.§ you must do with the pistol is ut­
terly hopeless. The same truth applies 
in great part to scope sights placed on 
handguns. They are largely impracti­
cal. 

The front sight may be a bead, or a 
post, or a barleycorn or a Rocky 
Mountain by type. Of these the bead 
is by far the most useable. The post is 
quite alright-as a matter of fact is 
best-on the handgun but it does not 
work too well on the hunting rifle. It 
is OK on the target rifle if it is not too 
wide, but for the game fields it is 
pretty dismal. The barleycorn and the 
Rocky Mountain front sights are 
wider at the base than at the top and 
are notable for a sketchy degree of 
accuracy. On some target rifles there 
is an aperture front sight. This aper­
ture is meant to precisely ring the 
bullseye and coupled with an aperture 
rear sight work exceedingly well, but 
this type of front has no part of the 
hunting rifle. 

For the game fields the best ohoice 
is a bead front sight. When the rifle 
comes from the manufacturer, 
whether centerfire or rim, the front 
bead will be of iron and it is a hard 
thing to see. The diameter is usually 
either ~fo inches or %2 inches, with the 
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former more common. If the gunner 
can have a choice, the best front bead 
should be of gold. It seems to stand 
rugged handling just as well as iron 
and it is much easier to see. There are 
other front beads, some of them of 
ivory, others of a variety of plastics, 
running through such exotic colora­
tions as red, orange, white and at 
times a combination of these, but all 
are somewhat fragile. 

Redfield makes a good front sight 
for the hunting rifle which is called 
the Sourdough. It is post type and 
faced with gold and mounted in a 
ramp. It is probably more sturdy than 
any bead because of its design and 
can also be had for pistols. It used to 
be that pistols were made with bead 
front sights but this· is no longer true. 
Now virtually all pistols have post­
type front sights. These may be un­
dercut to eliminate sun glare or may 
be sloped forward to facilitate a quick 
draw from the holster. When viewed 
in the shooting position the perspec­
tive is always the same. For accurate 
work with the handgun this is the 
best combo that can be found. 

Rear sights of aperture or peep type 
can be divided into two classes. Those 
for hunting and those for either hunt­
ing or target shooting. The latter are 
among some of the most precise gad­
getry offered today 1s marksman. These 
are manufactured with all the care, 
precision and attention to detail of a 
fine Swiss watch. Many of them are 
quite as useable on the hunting rifle 
as on the finest target arm. 

The aperture rear sight is a better 
bargain than the open rear sight and 
from the standpoint of accuracy it 
pushes the scope sight very strongly. 
The aperture is mounted nearer the 
eye than the open rear and besides 
being easier to see it increases sight­
ing radius which is an adjunct to 
more precise results. By its very opti­
cal principle it contributes to a more 
precise alignment. The run-of-the­
mill hunting rifle will group into 
about 5 inches at 100 yards with open 
sights. The same rifle with a good 
peep sight on behind will place all its 
shots into a circle half that size. In 
other words the aperture sight is 
twice as good as the open rear. 

Generalizing, the open sight is lim­
ited to 100 yards and under-mostly 
under-and is notable for being per­
haps the fastest sight of all. The aper­
ture sight, on the other hand, has no 
limitation of range and while it is not 
quite as fast as the open sights the 
difference is so minute as to scarcely 
be worth consideration. 

There are two kinds of aperture 
sights, as has been noted, the more 
rudimentary for hunting and a much 
more refined version for target work. 
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The former is capable of adjustment 
for both elevation and deflection but 
these adjustments may be pretty 
crude. The sights are mounted either 
on the tang or the receiver of the rifle 
and a~e thus mounted close to the eye 
where alignment can be made with 
rapidity. The second type of peep, the 
target breed, is receiver-mounted and 
is adjustable by micro-click move­
ments in both the vertical and hori­
zontal directions .. These adjustments 
are as fine as ¼ inch at 100 yards and 
once the sight has been gotten into 
zero it can be positively locked. Such 
sights as these, at least many of them, 
may be used for hunting as well as 
fine target work. These sights repre­
sent the highest development of the 
sight maker's ·art. 

As between the scope sight and the 
finest of the aperture micrometered 
rear sights there is scant difference in 
the precision with which the really 
skilled marksman will fire. A rifle 
which is capable of shooting one-inch 
groups at 100 yards in the hands of a 
skilled gunner will deliver these 
groups whether equipped with the 
glass sight or the peep. It is only at 
the longer ranges, from 300 yards on 
outward that the optical sight is the 
distinctly better. 

Target handguns are equipped with 
micrometered click-adjusting rear 
sights. The movements, because of the 
shortness of the sighting radius are 
not as fine as those on the rifle. The 
best of these sights is movable to 
about ½ inch at 50 yards. The locking 
arrangement is quite positive, a most 
essential element of the sight due to 
the recoil of the pistol. The front sight 
is a post, an outline which has a flat 
top and straight sides which are par­
allel to each other. The best width is 
one-eighth inch. 

Many trapshots change the sights 
on their shotguns. This is more often 
accomplished by the addition of a 
raised ventilated rib with the sights 
affixed to it. In the haste of the shoot­
ing movement the bead or beads is 
seldom seen by the gunner. If, how­
ever, he has a raised rib he does see 
it. The sights, tiny as they are, are 
seen but only superficially. 

While we think that a gold bead is 
best for the rifle we almost invariably 
place an ivory (actually white plas­
tic) bead on the scatter gun. It has 
become popular to put two sights on 
the shotgun. The forward bead runs 
to a diameter of %2 inch and the rear 
usually measures %:i of an inch. With 
the two sights on the gun the hazard 
of cross-aligning is pretty well elimi­
nated. The two sights a're worthwhile 
on any smooth bore whether skeet, 
trap or field gun. So is the 
raised ventilated rib. c; 

ORDER THESE 
MACHINE 

METAL 
COUNTERFEIT 

GUNS ... 
AND MORE 

Model #107 
.357 Combat 
Revolver 

$23 

Model #208 U.S. 
SW/44 Cal. 9MM 
Automatic 

$27 

Model #300 U.S. 
Service Cal. 45 
Automatic 

$19 

~ 
,: "ioiii,lf ~ •. - - _,. 

•. ,\,. 
\ t~. 

if\~: ,. 
Mqdel #302 Italian 
Model 1934 
Cal .. 380 Automatic 

$19 

Model #303 HS 
Cal .. 32 German 
Automatic Pistol 

$19 

r.:ICA MODELS, INC. 
DEPT. GM-8 610 FRANKLIN STREET 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314 

Send the following: 
#107 __ , #208 __ , #300 __ 

#302 __ , #303 __ 

Enclosed $ __ (Check or Money Order) 
Nome ___________ _ 

Addres------------
City ____________ _ 

Stote ______ .,_;p, ___ _ 

( ) SEND FREE COLOR CATALOG~ 

17 



•. :· ,;;·. 

''t';'.~~~~ 

~ 
LO-SW/NG® ScopeMount •······• 

PA(HMAYR GUN WORKS. INC. 
1220 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE• LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90015 DEPT. G-8 

(" A S.L. 206) 
Custom crafted Mario Beschi (Italian) shot­
guns. Side/by/sides from $186.00. Over/ Un­
ders from $184.00. Boxlock & True Sidelocks 
models. Special Trap Guns. Built to your 
specifications. 

Send $.25 for catalog (1st class mail) 

J-K IMPORTS, Dept. G 
P.O. Box 403 Novato, Calif. 94947 

p■■ ljl ■■■■■■ --
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Herter's Chalice Four Star Plastic 
Shaped Charge, One Piece Single 
Column Wads With 4 Slits in Shotcup 

RELOADERS PREFER HERTER'S WADS 
FOR TRAP AND SKEET 

• 11/s oz. Shotcup, to fit 12 ga. Herter's, 
Win. AA, Remington, Sears, Peters, 
Federal, Alcan and J. C. Higgins. 

• Increase your shot pattern percentage, 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. 

• No dealer or jobber profits to pay. 

Send today. Address Dept. 64 

W HY DOES a trapshooter reach a 
plateau from which there is 

seemingly no ascent? This was a 
question posed to me last week by a 
perplexed shooter. He is no novice, 
and has been around the game for 
several years. His scores are not bad, 
but not good enough to suit him, and 
don't seem to be getting any better. 

All of us who have been around 
shooting for any length of time have 
seen two general types of shooters. 
One is the competitor whose scores 
zoom upward like a rocket. He may 
start on minimum yardage or in a low 
class at the first of the year, and end 
on 27 yards or in Class AA by the end 
of that year. 

We read of shooters who win tro­
phies in the Grand or in state or re­
gional shoots during their first year, 
or after only one year of competition. 
One of the reasons that we read about 
and ·know about these gunners is that 
they are the exception to the rule, and 
because they are the exception to the 
rule, are more newsworthy. We don't 
read much or hear about the second 
type of shooter, which includes per­
haps 98 perceqt of us. The second 
class of shooters are the ones who 
slowly gets better over the years, and 
who may have to endure several pla­
teaus over the years during which 
they seem to shoot well but aren't 
getting much better. 

I have more empathy with and un­
derstanding for the second type of 
shooter because that was the story of 
my life. I didn't win much or make 
much of a splash in the first several 
years. Then I began a slow climb in 
which I won a yard or earned a yard 
each year, and moved up a class 
every year or two, but never more 
than one yard per year, and never 
more than one class per year. 

After watching a lot of shooters 
over the years, I'm always prepared 
to predict that a shooter who has 
seemed to reach a plateau is just 
about ready to move up. Only the 
time and place can't be predicted. 

During my early years of trap, I en­
dured with poor grace one year in 
which I was stymied. I wasn't getting 
any worse, but I sure wasn't getting 
any better. It happened that most of 
my shooting that year was at a con­
venient small two-trap club, at which 
I always shot good scores on one trap, 
and lousy scores on the other. I men­
tioned this to an industry representa­
tive one day, which prompted him to 
check the club's trap settings. The one 
trap which was giving me fits was not 
correctly set, in fact, the rep told me 
it was a miracle that anyone shot a 
decent score over that trap. After the 
trap was re-set, I jumped quickly to a 
higher plateau. So, if you are in a pla­
teau situation, it may be for external 
reasons, and you may leap to a new 
high the first time you shoot a few 
rounds at a different club, with differ­
ent trap settings, background, wind 
conditions, etc. 

The shooter who posed the plaintive 
question to me about his trap scores 
owns about five different trap guns, 
and shoots them all. I told him 
frankly that this more than anything 
else might be his problem. Because I 
was in the retail gun business when I 
started shooting trap, it was very easy 
for me to try a new gun every week, 
or at least very frequently. After two 
or three years of this approach, one of 
the oldest and most respected shooters 
in the game of trap took me aside and 
told me that if I ever expected to be 
good at this game, I should pick one 
gun, and learn to shoot it, no matter 
how long that took. I took his advice, 
and it worked. I would have never 
won trophies and Ford Purses in the 
Grand shooting a strange gun every 
week or so. Every new shooter should 
try as many guns as he can during the 
first years of his career, but there 
must come a day when he picks one 
gun and shoots it so much that it be­
comes an extension of him. My friend 
may very well jump to a higher pla­
teau the day he decides which one of 
those five guns is the one he will 
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learn to shoot. For most of that great 
ninety-eight percent group, move­
ment upward from a plateau will be 
in direct ratio of tolerance for tourna­
ment and, crowd pressure. 

The only way to get tournament 
experience is to shoot in more tourna­
ments. Some of us master tournament 
pressure quickly. For the rest of us, 
progress comes in small doses over a 
longer period of time. How much of a 
plateau, and the duration of a plateau 
may also be keyed to the squads with 
whom a shooter is familiar. All of us 
have seen a shooter who isn't appar­
ently making much progress, but one 
day he is thrown in with a hot squad. 
He picks up the timing, rhythm, and 
skills of the hot squad and "shoots 
way over his head." What really hap­
pens is that he is not "shooting way 
over his head." He always had the 
ability, but it took the tournament­
wise squad to bring it out. 

For an example close to home, my 
wife was once petrified to find that 
she was to shoot in a squad with four 
All-Americans. What happened? She 
shot the highest score of the squad, 
and shot better in every event after 
that experience. Here we have an ex­
ample of that great intangible-confi­
dence. All that stands between many 
shooters moving upward from a pla­
teau is the confidence that they can do 
it. When that day comes, no one can 
predict, but it will come, in almost 
every case. Another plateau produc­
ing element is the amount of and atti­
tude toward practice shooting. Early 
in the game I learned that practice 
shooting as such was next to useless 
for me. I played around, goofed off, 
and developed bad habits in any 
round which I regarded as simply 
practice. I had to shoot every round, 
practice or tournament, as if it were 
for a championship in the Grand 
American. 

This caused one of my friends to 
comment one day that he never saw a 
man shoot so hard just to win a bottle 
of Coke. But, as a result, I shot better 
in the bigger tournaments than I did 
in the little ones, and that is not hard 
to take. It's also more rewarding. Too 
many shooters are two different peo­
ple in practice and in tournaments. In 
practic'e, they are relaxed, hold the 
gun loosely, don't check it as tightly, 
and don't concentrate on breaking 
every target. When a tournament be­
gins, they cheek the gun harder, hold 
it more tightly, and bear down on 
each shot. They in fact become a dif­
ferent person, and in truth don't shoot 
at the same spots. • 

In explanation of the comment to 
the effect that this shooter is not 

(Continued on page 50) 
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KOINS FROM THE KASED KOIN KING 
EVERYTHING LISTED BELOW IS POSTPAID AND INSURED IN 
THE FIFTY STATES. ALABAMA RESIDENTS ADD 4% SALES TAX. 

1. Brilliant Uncirculatcd Eisenhower dollar in fitted 
snap-open case showing his name, date of birth 
and date of death. $1.75 or ten for $13.95. Case 
only 75c or ten for $5.00. 

2. Two-Headed Penny. Gamble without gambling. 
Win every time you toss for cokes, etc. They 
look l"(!al because they are real. Made from two 
coins by the insertion method. Defy detection, 
and look like they just came from the mint. 
Two coins in presentation case. One has heads 
on both sides, and one has tails on both sides 
$1.50 or ten for $12.50, twenty for $20.00. 

3. GIANT penny. Looks like the real thing ex­
cept it is 1½ 11 in diameter. Packed in presen­
tation case. $1.98 or ten for $15.00. 

4. Brilliant Uncirculatcd Kennedy 
half dollar in beautiful case 
with wreath around the coin 
and stamped JOHN F. KEN­
NEDY MEMORIAL HALF DOL­
LAR. $1.50 or ten for $11.00, 
case only 75c or ten for $5.00, 

5. Presentation case with three 
dollars in it. At top is the 
"IKE" dollar, his name, date 
of birth and date of death. 
Now you won't believe this, 
but it also has a bril Ii ant uncirculated Morgan dollar with it's 
name and showing that it was minted from 1878 to 1921. Also 
in it is a Peace dollar in same condition with it's name and 
showing that it was minted from 1921 to 1935, $12.50. Case 
only $1.25. 

6. No coins with this one. Just the display. 31/z" x 

~~t. '1°,!d h~rtsrirc!r 
0cnor::rc~~ ~~~?esve~~eLt'c"~1snh :t~ 

morial Cents from 1959 . 1971 in crystal clear 
vinvl envelopes. I probably have the 27 coins it 
will hold in case you need any of them at 3c per 
coin. Display ONLY $1.10 or ten for $5.75. 

7. I still have a few GENUINE SILVER MORGAN and 
PEACE dollars in brilliant uncirculated condition at 
$4.00 each, and if ordered with the dollar a 
presentation case is just 25c extra for each dollar 
ordered. 

8. Franklin-Liberty Bell half dollar in good circulated condition. These 
were minted from 1948 to 1963. In presentation case. $1.25 or ten for 
$10.00. 

9. Walking liberty half dollar in presentation case. Good condition. Minted 
from 1916 to 1947. $1.65 or ten for $12.95. 

10. Barber or Liberty- Head Half dollar in presentation case. Good condition, 
Minted from 1892 to 1915. $2.50. 

11. TWO Standing Liberty Quarters in presentation case. Minted from 1916 
to 1930. $2.50. 

12. Barber-Liberty Head Quarter in presentation case. Minted from 1892 to 
1916. $3.oo, 

13. FIVE Winged Head or Liberty-Mercury Dimes in presentation case. 
Minted from 1916 to 1945. Just $1.50. 

14. TWO Barber or Liberty-Head Dimes in presentation case. Minted from 
1892 to 1916. Just $1.50. 

15. FOUR Buffalo Nickels in presentation case. Just $1.00. 

16. FOUR Liberty-Head 11 V" Nickels in presentation case. Minted from 
1883 to 1913. Just $1.50. 

17. Shield _Type Nickel in presentation case. Minted from 1866 to 1883. Just $1.75. 
18, TEN L1_ncoln Memorial Cents in presentation case. All different, all brilliant uncirculated. Just 69c. 
19, T~N ~1ncoln .''WHEAT'' cents in pi-csentation case, all different. Just 69c, {The reason these seem 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

high •s that it takes 12c postage and 20c insurance. If you don't want them insured, and YOU risk 
their loss in transit, then knock off 20c}. 

20. FIVE Indian Head Cents in presentation case. Minted from 
1859 to 1909. Just $2.50. 

21. Flying Eagle Cent in presentation case. Minted from 1856 to 
1859. Just $5.00. 

FOOL YOUR FRIENDS WITH THIS ONE. I DON'T BELIEVE YOU OR THEY EVEN ON CLOSE CHECKING 
~AN T.ELL THEM FROM THE REAL THING. Absolutely perfect replicas of the tiny little (now almost 
11nposs1ble to find at any price) California Gold Tokens. Five different dates nicely cased (if they were 
real, and I guarantee they look real, they would probably be worth a hundred bucks or more each). 
Just $1,50 or ten for $12.50 or twenty for $20.00. 
Perfect reproductions (I don't think you will know thev are not real) of six different Confederate bills. 
~1.00, $5.00, $10.00, $20.00, $50.00, and $100.00. Just $1.50, and with each set I'll qive free a col­
'" a heavy patented card. It has plastic slide-out sheets that allow easy removal of coins and allows 
lectors• item that is nationally advertised at $1,50. The six bills plus the $1.50 gift for just ~1.50. 
WAR TIME SILVER ALLOY NICKELS. During the war there was such a critical shortage of nickel we 
had to make our nickels from silver alloy. There were eleven of them in all. I have all eleven mounted 
in a heavy patented card. It has plastic slide-out sheets that allow easy removal of coins and allows 
both sides to be viewed. Also prevents coins from dropping out. $2,95 pt'.!r card of eleven or ten for 
$25.00. Card ONLY 75c, ten for $5.00. 
Canadian Silver Dollar in presentation case. Brilliant ·and uncirculatcd, The size of our silver dollar 
and .800 fine. This is a real beauty. Just $2.00. 
Mexican Coin in presentation case. Larger than our half dollar and slightly smaller than our silver 
dollar. Looks like an alloy of silver. The man I got them from said they were Mexican Silver Dollars 
but they arc not dollars and they are not pure silver. Just $1.00 or ten for $7.50 or twenty for $10.00. 
For the oollcctor of true ancient coins I have two that arc about a thousand years old. One is the Bull 
and Horseman silver coin and the other is the Sultan of Delhi Silver coin of the period of 1320 to 
1413. Either one in a case for $2.50 or both in one case for $4,00. 

WALTER CRAIG, P.O. BOX 927, SELMA, ALABAM4 36701 
My Guarantee 

If for any reason you arc not completctr happy simply start your purchase back within three days <after you 
receive it in same condition as when 1t left here. I will insure for you, but I have no control over a 
shipment after it leaves here, so I will not be responsible for loss or damage in transit. If damage is 
noted on delivery make immedi.:tc claim with the delivering carrier. 
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By CARL WOLFF 

There is a kind of madness sweeping 
through the State legislatures across 
the country; it is called "sock it to 
the out-of-state hunters." This Guns 
contributor has learned officials of 
the Federal Government here in Washing­
ton are coming under increased pres­
sure to put an end to this legal high­
jacking. 

As things now stand, State Govern­
ments have the right to set charges 
for hunting licenses, other than mi­
gratory waterfowl. This is true even 
on Federal land and they also are per­
mitted to discriminate against out-of­
state hunters where hunting permits 
are limited. 

The Federal action can take two 
forms, neither of which the State Gov­
ernments will like. One, set guide­
lines for license fees if States are to 
continue to receive Federal wildlife 
restoration funds. Two, the Federal 
Government take possession of all 
wildlife on Federal property and issue 
a Federal hunting license. 

Wildlife funds are derived from the 
11 percent excise tax on sporting arms 
and ammunition. States receive amounts 
based on a formula using the State's 
area and the number of its hunting 
license holders. Under these res­
toration programs, States initiate 
projects and are reimbursed up to 75 
percent of their cost. Projects which 
qualify include acquisition of land 
for wildlife and public use, such as 
camping, improvement of wildlife habi­
tat, development of facilities for 
sportsmen, and research to aid in wild­
life management. States collected 
$30,800,000 in 1970 for which figures 

are available. 
The second choice, that of the Fed­

eral Government taking over the man­
agement of game on its land will be 
even less appealing to State Govern­
ments. In some of the western states, 
where out-of-state hunters are gouged 
the most, the Federal Government owns 
as much as 80 percent of the available 
hunting grounds. Here in the East, 
hunters are already required to buy a 
Federal stamp in order to hunt National 
Forest Lands. Most sportsmen are fa­
miliar with the "deer shooting" that 
took place in New Mexico a couple of 
years back. The Federal game people 
shot a number of deer in a research 
project without consulting State of­
ficials. A lot of national organiza­
tions defended that State's objection 
to the shooting. New Mexico could not 
get the same amount of support today. 
A stern warning has already gone out 
to the State Game Commissioners this 
past winter. Meeting out west, the 
Commissioners were told that they were 
killing the goose that was laying the 
golden eggs. 

Professional guides are known to be 
very unhappy about the discrimination 
against their clients, the vast major­
ity of whom are from out of state. Other 
potent groups are also reviewing the 
situation. These include local cham­
bers of commerce and national organi­
zations which speak for the tourist, 
travel, and transportation indus­
tries. In the words of one wildlife 
giant, who is a member of Congress, 
"The rural areas don't have the poli t­
i cal clout they once had." (Clout is 
defined as repu- (Continued on page 48) 
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A handcrafted 
scope costs more 

than it did • 
in 1946. 
About 

$4.95more. 
The original K4 cost $45. 

It was some scope. Big one­
inch steel tube. Achromatic 
optics. Click adjustments. 
The works. 

It quickly became the 
world's best-selling hunting 
scope. It still is. Because we 
never stopped making it better. 

Covered adjustments were 
added in 1949. O-ring 1 
sealing in 1954. 
Nitrogen filling and a · 
constantly-centered -
reticle in 1957. And 
on and on. A dozen 
big advances. 
Countless small 
improvements. 

Most important, none of 
the improvements were 
made at the expense of 
craftsmanship. 

The K4 tube is still tough 
lightweight steel. It is still 
hand-polished. Then 
gun-blued. The old-fashioned 
way. 

We still make our own 
optics. Much of the work 

is performed by slow, 
skilled hands. Some 

of them have been 
making Weaver 
lenses for 

more than twenty years. 
We use a few machines, too. 
But only where the machines 
are more precise than the 
hands. 

Making scopes our way is 
expensive. Those skilled 
hands are hard to come by. 
And, take years to train. So, 
we've had to raise our prices. 
The 1972 K4 costs $49.95, 
or $4.95 more than the 1946 
model. That's the price of 
progress. 

WEAVE~COPES, 

Price shown is suggested retail price. 

For a free copy of our 1972 catalog, write: W.R. Weaver Company, Dept. 43, El Paso, Texas 79915. 
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Left: Krag, Cal. 30-40, as issued. 
Right: Krag, Cal. 30-40 after it 
has been peerlessly remodeled. 
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WITH THE passing of the first one 
hundred years of service, both to 

the shooters and to the nation as a 
whole, the National Rifle Association 
can turn and look back on a prideful 
past. Then as now, there have been 
good times and bad times . . . but 
mostly good times. The best! I am 
aware that a large portion of today's 
membership are probably what might 
be termed "old timers." We have 
learned much about our sport, our 
hobby, and have passed what we know 
on to the younger minds who have 
joined the association in turn. We all 
enjoy receiving a monthly magazine, 
the "American Riflemen." Perhaps we 
can turn back a few of those always in­
teresting pages and see how many of 
us became involved in the fascination 
of the shooting sports. I am sure you 
will enjoy hearing the old names and 
remembering what they taught us. 

The early magazine or paper was 
simply called "The Rifle" and dated to 
1885. This was followed by "Shooting 
and Fishing" which started in 1888. In 
1906, we find a thin bi-monthly, titled, 
"Arms and the Man". This was fol­
lowed by "The American Rifleman" 
and the name has continued to this 
day. Authoritively written and with 
"data" carefully screened for authen­
ticity, "Rifleman" articles are widely 
quoted as the final word on the subject 
of guns. And shooters have been quot­
ing from it over the years from the era 
of the old time Schutzenfest right up to 
todays National Matches. All these 
early forerunners as well as older cop­
ies of the "Rifleman" are highly sought 
after as collectors items. I have often 

said that the "Rifleman" was a free 
magazine ... if you wanted it to be. 
The "Arms Chest" always carried ads 
for the previous years issues, complete, 
at cost or above. As a Junior Member, 
I always eagerly read the ads and im­
agined which items I would wish for. 
For a modern gun collector, reading 
old "Arms Chest" ads is enough to 
make him climb a bare brick wall with 
his fingernails, toenails and teeth! Es­
pecially during hard times when rare 
and fancy guns sold for pennies on the 
dollar! 

The men who wrote articles in the 
various magazines read like a "Who's 
Who" of gundom. The "Dope Bag" 
technical section was conducted for 
many years by Townsend Whelen 
whose eminance in gun circles was 
guaranteed by his famous and valuable 
book "The American Rifle". There was 
Capt. E. C. Crossman whose salty in­
vectives "told it like it was" and let the 
chips fall where they may. Capt. Cross­
man was present at a number of scien­
tific tests of service rifles and ammuni­
tion that were conducted by the Army. 
His "Book of The Springfield" is a 
classic for .30 caliber fans. Early car­
tridge designers and experimenters 
were represented by names like Charles 
Newton, Adolph Neidner and Dr. Hor­
ace W. Mann. They all traded notes, 
shot together and argued over differing 
views. Mann's book, "The Bullets 
Flight" is a reference work for ballistic 
buffs. 
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A gentleman named Chauncey 
Thomas was a Rifleman "regular" who 
slipped many subtile smiles into his 
homey writing style. He held lengthy 
correspondence with certain shooters 
whose views he found interesting. One 
of these was a young westerner who 
was raised in Montana and who loved 
shooting sixguns and rifles. He once 
blew a few chambers out of a cylinder 
gun and told Chauncey all about it in 
letters. Chauncey Thomas counciled 
him in print and printed one of the 
cowboys long letters in The Rifleman 
in April of 1925. This launched the 
young man as a gunwriter as he gained 
experience and knowledge. His name is 
Elmer Keith. 

Another writer was John Phillip 
Sousa. The famed bandleader was a 
student of the shotgun and had a num­
ber of special barrels bored to his 
order to test various theories on 
chokes, shallow rifling and pattern con­
trol devices. His namesake son shared 
this interest. Retired Army Captain 
Paul A. Curtis was a writer who leaned 
toward the shotgun as a specialty but 
covered rifle and pistol as well. Captain 
Charles Askins, father of Colonel 
Charles Askins was another prolific 
and highly qualified author whose son 
has followed (Continued on page 68) 

This old masthead design was 
a familiar sight to early 

American Rifleman readers. 
Do you recall seeing it? The 

early issues of this famous 
magazine has become collector's 

pieces and bring a high price. 

This early cut of a backwoods 
benchrester appeared frequently 

in early "Rifleman" issues 
and evokes quite a few fond 

memories for countless 
shooters. If you look hdrd 

enough, you can almost see 
spirals of "Pyro" smoke. 

Illustrated above, The Enfield Service Rifle, 

,·c/·1.~f,f't 
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Model 1917 as it was issued. Below, the same 
Enfield model after it has been remodeled. Note 
the front and rear sight adjustments. 
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By JON R. SUNDRA 

FOR MANY years the Swedish-made 
Husqvarna sporting rifle has had a 

reputation for being a good, sound mu­
sket. However, being based on the 
tired old Mauser turnbolt there was 
precious little to set it apart from so 
many other good rifles both foreign 
and domestic based on the same ac­
tion. All that's changed now with the 
recent introduction of the new HV A 
action and a complete line of sporting 
rifles based on it. 

When the new guns first started 

The author found that the test HY A-Carl Gustaf bolt 
action rifle to be of quality design. The rifle has 

well executed lines, is clean and very functional. 

trickling over here last year, they were 
being imported by Tradewinds. That, 
too, has changed. Now, FFV Sports, 
Inc., of New York City is handling the 
distribution of what will henceforth be 
known as the HV A-Carl Gustaf Rifle. 
FFV is a subsidiary of Forenade Fa­
briksverken of Sweden where the guns 
are made. 

The rifle sent me for evaluation was 
a 7 MM Remington Magnum in the 
DeLuxe version which retails for 
$279.50. Sitting atop the new rifle was 
a 3-9X Leupold cradled in a pair of 
streamlined Conetrol mounts. Natu­
rally, my first inclination upon picking 
up the rifle was to work the action; 

doing so produced sheer ecstasy. It 
took only a few seconds for me to con­
clude that here was the smoothest, 
most bind-free action I've ever encoun­
tered. 

The key to this remarkable smooth­
ness can be seen in the design of the 
locking lugs and the corresponding 
raceway on each side of the receiver. 
In cross section, the two opposed lock­
ing lugs up front are of a dovetail 
shape providing much more lateral 
support to the bolt than do conven­
tional lugs. Just looking at this one in­
novation it's hard lo believe that it 
could do so much to reduce friction 
and bind ... but it does. 

Other than the dovetail-shaped lock­
ing lugs and a bolt lift of 80 rather 
than 90 degrees, there is little else that 
is truly different about this HV A ac­
tion. The receiver is tubular as are 
those on all modern actions. The bolt 
has a recessed face, an integral extrac­
tor, and a plunger-type ejector. The ex­
tractor grabs about 45 degrees around 
the case rim-a pretty good bite. Fit­
ting into a recess in the side of the re­
ceiver, the bolt handle acts as a third 
or safety lug a' la '17 Enfield. 

the new HVA action fits into the receiver slot, 
where it acts as a third lug. The safety was positive and quiet. 

There are two gas ports in the bolt 
body but no corresponding holes in the 
left side of the receiver. In the event of 
a ruptured case. gas blowing back 
through the firing pin hole would be 
expelled into the left lug raceway. The 
Mauser is designed the same way and 
has always been known as one of the 
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best from the standpoint of shooter 
safety so no problem here. As for the 
shroud at the rear of the bolt, it is as 
goodlooking as it is well designed of­
fering an effective shield against gases 
blowing back along the bolt body and 
lug raceway. 

The trigger is adjustable but only 
for tension. By removing the bolt, an 
adjustment screw in the receiver tang 
is exposed. Tension can be adjusted 
down lo 3.3 pounds; a bit stiffer than I 
like but OK. There was some creep evi­
dent but the let-off was crisp. L.ock 
time seems extremely fast and due in 
no small way to the short firing pin 
travel of only .33". 

The safety is located in the conven­
tional position at the right side of the 
receiver tang; it's positive and noise­
less in operation but, alas, locks the 
bolt when engaged. I don't like this 
feature even though it seems to be uni­
versal on all bolt guns. I always have 
my rifles altered so the action will 
operate with the safety on; it's a lot 
safer because rounds can be cham­
bered or extracted with the safety en­
gaged. 

I found it a shame that such a fine 
action did not have a trigger guard­
/floorplate assembly of comparable 
quality. Despite an attempt to dress up 
the floorplate with some scroll work, 
the unit is a non-ferrous, roughly fin­
ished casting on which tool and seam 
marks were evident. Will Moore, Sales 
Manager for FFV, tells me some 
GUNS AUGUST 1972 

Compared to the rest of the rifle, the 
alloy tri9ger guard/ floorplate assembly 

was poorly finished and showed tool marks. 

The bolt face on the HVA-Gustaf action is unique only in 
that it utilizes dovetail locking lugs which greatly add 
to the smoothness of operation and virtually eliminates 
any trace of bolt wobble for added glidability. 

Considering the sub-freezing weather, Sundra got the HVA 
shooting well, posting a 11/s" group with 175 gr. loads. 

25 



The trigge tension adjustment in the receiver tang is accessable when the bolt is removed. 
The tension can be adj1;1sted to 3.3 pounds for sporter rifles and 1.1 pounds for target or 
varmint sKooting. There was some creep evident, but the let-off was quite crisp. 

changes are planned in this regard. 
As for the barrel, it has a rather un­

usual contour in that the thick shoul­
der portion extends out from the re­
ceiver for about six inches before iL 
starts Lo thin down to a straig.hL taper. 
Actually, it's quite pleasing but meas­
uring only .590 at the muzzle and on 
the 23=;4" barrel, I find it to be a lillle 
on the thin side. 

The stock I\ as of good. man-sized 
proportions and sported a high-gloss 
urethane•L) pe finish of excellent qua!-

ity. The forend Lip of contrasting wood 
slants forward giving the gun a pleas­
ing, distinctive look. Wood to metal fit 
on barreled action and floorplate was 
good-as one would expect on a rifle 
of this price. All inletted surfaces were 
extreme smooth and it was evident 
that some effort had been made to 
waterproof them II ith the application 
of a finish of some kind. All in all. the 
general fit finish and appearance of 
these new HV A-Carl Gustaf rifles 1\ as 
of excellent qualil). 

The HVA receiver is extremely clean. Note the absence of a gas port. 
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As for functioning. the rifle digested 
a box each of \Vinchester and Reming­
ton 150 grain loads and one of Speer• 
DWM 175 grain loads as smoothly as 
expected. Range testing was done on 
two separate afternoons during which 
the mercury was at no time above 13 
degrees-hardly good shoo Ling 
11 ealher ! Nevertheless, I got one five­
shot group down to 11(../' with Speer­
DWM ] 75 grain loads and around an 
inch-and-a-half with the Remington 
and Winchester 150 grain loads. All 
things considered, that's fine perform­
ance. 

In addition to the HV A-Carl Gustaf 
sporter line in Standard and DeLuxe 
grades, there is also a heavy-barreled 
target-rnrmint model which can be had 
with an optional unfinished stock so 
the owner may whittle it down accord­
ing to his own taste and dimensions. 
And, last but not least, HV A actions 
and barreled actions are available sep­
arately. Good show! 

For more information and specs on 
the VA-Carl Gustaf line. 11 rite: FFV 
Sports, Inc., 63 E. 61th St., ~ 
Ne11 York. N.Y. 10021. La 
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F 801101 Yasllovitcb T0k8IBV 
Biographical Notes 
on his work as a 
Firearms Designer 

By JOHN REMLING 

ASKED TO name the gun designers 
whose work had the greatest im­

pact on the world we now live in, the 
average gun buff will list Browning, 
Mauser, and possibly von Mannlicher. 
Virtually unknown is Tokarev, yet his 
developmental work on all types of 
small arms enabled Russia to advance 
to the position she now holds as a mili­
tary power. 

A 1940 photograph of Tokarev and several variations 
of his M 1938 and M 1940 semi-automatic rifles. 

Feodor Vasilyevitch Tokarev was 
born in 1871 to a family of Don Cos­
socks in the village of Egerlik (Yer­
glik). Since it was planned that he 
should follow a military career, when 
he was of age he was enrolled in a 
gunsmithing course at the village 
school. Tokarev exhibited an aptitude 
for work with guns and upon his grad­
uation from the local school he at­
tended the Military Trade School at 
Novocherkask where he continued his 
training in gunsmithing. 

Upon graduation from Novocher­
kask in 1891, Tokarev served with the 
] 2th Don Cossack Regiment. It would 
seem that his ability with weapons was 
carefully noted as in 1896 he was re­
quested to return to Novocherkask and 

Tokarev TT-33. 
Far right: Tokarev M1940 
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serve as Master Gunsmith Instructor. 
Tokarev accepted this assignment but 
his job as instructor was cut short 
when the school was closed a ·few 
months after his arrival. Tokarev's in­
terest in firearms prompted him to 
apply for admission to the Military 
Technical School, also at Novocher­
kask, where he felt he could further his 
education. His application was ac­
cepted and Tokarev remained there 
until 1900, completing his studies in 
Lhe Arms Department. 

To put his education to use, Tokarev 
was returned to his regiment where he 
served as a Master Gunsmith until 
1907 when he was assigned to the 
Officers Rifle School at Oranienbaum. 

The military establishment at Oran­
ienbaum was an arms research, devel-

opment, and test center and boasted a 
collection of all types of weapons both 
of native and foreign design. Here To­
karev continued his studies and utiliz­
ing the facilities at hand, within a year 
had designed and built a semi-auto­
matic rifle. His design was basically a 
Mosin-Nagant rifle modified to oper­
ate semi-automatically and although 
the exact details are unknown, it uti­
lized a short recoil system. His work 
was noted with much interest, and to 
aid him in further development, To­
karev was assigned to the Sestroretsky 
Arms Factory to continue his work as 
a designer. 

In 1910 Tokarev presented an im­
proved version of his rifle to the Test­
ing Commission. It was decided that 
the design (Continued on page 66) 
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TUI/II AUTO PISTOLS FOR 
I/GI PEIFOIMAICE LOADS 
By C. GEORGE CHARLES 

TEN YEARS AGO, even less, you 
could buy only one kind of ammu­

nition for autoloading pistols-round­
nose, metal-jacketed bullets of one 
weight loaded to one standard velocity. 
All this produced excellent reliability 
in all manner of guns, but the bullets 
penetrated animal targets cleanly with­
out expansion or deformation, and pos­
sessed the least lethality for their size 
and velocity of all types. 

In short, unless of unusually large 
diameter, such as the .45, they were 
lousy game- or man-stoppers. And, they 
still are. Of course, there were a few 
exceptions to the rule. In recent years 
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both lead and full-jacket semi-wadcut­
ter bullets have been available in .45 
ACP caliber, but loaded to minimum 
functional velocities which negated 
their more lethal profile. Also, a few 
soft and hollow-point loads had been 
offered by the major manufacturers in 
9mm and .38 ACP and similar cali­
bers. However, they were ineffective, 
producing ball-like performance be­
cause of poor design and inadequate 
velocity. 

Consequently, all autos (except for 
special .38 Special tar)!;et • guns with 
which we aren't concerned here) were 
designed and manufactured purely for 
round-nose ball ammunition. With it 

they achieved wonders of accuracy and 
functional reliability. 

Then came the day of high-perform­
ance autoloader ammunition intro­
duced about five years ago by Super 
Vel Cartridge Corporation of Shelby­
ville, Indiana. Other makes and loads 
followed, and there began an increase 
in complaints of malfunctions with the 
new ammunition. 

Not that all complaints were justifia­
ble-or even believable-as is clear in 
correspondence I've received. One 
shooter (?) complained that none of 
his .38 Super and .45 Autos would 
handle the new ammunition and went 
into great detail about the difficulties 
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Basic tools for the job-stones and files. 

he had encountered. Unfortunately, the 
ammunition he complained about had 
not yet been sold commercially, so he 
could not have even seen it, much less 
fired it. Similar handloads, perhaps, 
but not the genuine factory product 
whose publicity had come only from 
experimental lots shot at the plant. But, 
functioning problems did-and do­
occasionally exist with the new loads. 

A shooter may have had no trouble 
whatsoever with ball ammunition in 
his guns-in fact, it would be unusual 
if he had. Then, one day he buys a box 
of the new high-performance loads and 
encounters feeding problems. Right­
eously he blames the ammo maker­
overlooking the fact that no one in his 
right mind would intentionally manu­
facture defective cartridges. These high 
performance loads have been exhaus­
tively tested and developed to produce 
optimum feeding reliability in all mod­
ern popular guns. Obviously, this is the 
approach that must be taken if enough 
ammunition is to ·be sold to make a 
profit. 

The real problem lies in the simple 
fact that ammunition development has 
moved ahead of gun development. In 
GUNS AUGUST 1972 

order to generate their greatly in­
creased lethality, velocity and expan­
sion, high performance loads are dif­
ferent. Different from the ammunition 
for which all current guns were origi­
nally designed. 

To obtain adequate expansion, bul­
lets must be driven at higher than tra­
ditional velocities; to achieve this ve­
locity within allowable pressure limits, 
bullet weight and length must be re­
duced; to achieve adequate hearing 
surface, bullet shape must be different; 
and to secure adequate bullet pull, bul­
lets must be seated to produce shorter 
overall length. 

It is these differences in shape and 
dimensions of the loaded cartridge that 
causes what problems exist when the 
round is combined with a magazine 
and feed ramp originally made for ball 
ammunition. Those difficulties gener­
ally occur only in guns which contain 
deviations from standard in finish and 
shape of feed ramp and chamber 
mouth, or in magazine feed lips and 
follower. Some designs and calibers 
are more likely to cause difficulty than 
others. Generally, those guns with two­
piece feed ramps and/or unusually 

long travel from magazine to chamber 
are most likely to give trouble. 

Feed ramps first. The older Brown­
ing-type feed ramp found in the Colt 
Government Model series is formed 
partly by the frame and partly on the 

Browning HP full length ramp barrel 
on left handle the high performance 
loads best, while segmented Colt 
ramp, right, requires more fitting. 
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barrel. When the barrel is in counter­
battery (rearward) position, the two 
parts of the ramp should be aligned to 
form a smooth continuous surface­
but many do not, presenting a ridge 
which deflects or catches and holds the 
incoming bullet, preventing it from en­
tering the chamber properly. 

To insure feeding with short truncat­
ed-cone bullets, all semblance of a 
ridge must be ground or filed off, and 
then the entire ramp must be polished 
smooth while maintaining its original 
shape and angle. 

A sharp edge is often found where 
the ramp cuts into the lower edge of 
the chamber. This edge should be ra­
diused and polished smooth-and this 
should be repeated at the front of the 
bevel found in some chambers. Fur­
ther, the sharp mouth of the chamber 
on either side of its mouth should be 
lightly radiused and polished smooth. 
Carry this at least halfway up the sides 

of the chamber mouth. 
Straight, one-piece feed ramps, such 

as that of the Browning H-P, require 
only polishing smooth. This should be 
followed by the chamber mouth treat­
ment just described. 

Smith & Wesson M-39 pistols below 
about # 150,000 have a one-piece feed 
ramp with a hump in its upper third. 
This hump causes feeding malfunctions 
and must be ground· or filed away to 
form a straight surface. Current-pro­
duction M-39's have a straight ramp, 
eliminating this problem. 

Some guns will occasionally cause 
the nose of a bullet to snag on the 
sharp lower rear edge of the barrel 
tang or hood. This is more common in 
.45 caliber ,than others. While this is 
caused partly by a less-than-perfect 
feed ramp, beveling or radiusing the 
tang edge will eliminate the problem 
by causing the bullet to bounce free 
rather than be caught and held. 

Regardless of the type, (S&W and Browning illustrated) magazine 
followers and the feed lips must be smoothly polished. The author 
states that many feeding problems are solved by simply filing or 
polishing the feed ramp smooth while maintaining its original shape. 
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Some blowback pistols have what 
appears to be a one-piece feed ramp 
which is actually formed partly in the 
frame and partly in the barrel. The two 
parts are cut separately, then the barrel 
is screwed in place-and in theory the 
two parts align properly. Often, 
though, they lack a few thousandths of 
an inch of meeting perfectly, forming 
an almost-imperceptible and very 
sharp ridge. Though hardly visible, it 
is enough to bite into soft bullets and 
cause malfunction. Simply polishing 
the entire ramp smooth will remove the 
sharp edge, even if you don't see it. 

Two designs, specifically the Luger 
or Parabellum and the Walther P-38 in 
9mm caliber combine a very short feed 
ramp and long travel from magazine to 
chamber. This makes feeding of un­
usually short cartridges such as the 
Super Vel 90-grain JHP very difficult. 
No amount of gunsmithing will com­
pensate for this sufficiently to insure 
100% feeding reliability. 

Should you have one of these guns 
which will not feed the 90-gr. SV load, 
forget trying to correct it-just switch 
to a longer cartridge such as the 112-
gr. SV. The greater length will solve 
the problem, providing the ramp and 
chamber refinements mentioned earlier 
have been accomplished. 

Other areas of the gun may cause no 
trouble with ball ammunition, but com­
bine with marginal functioning to 
cause occasional problems with high 
performance ammunition. Slightly de­
formed or worn magazine feed lips; 
try a new magazine with the sharp 
edges of the feed lips polished and ra­
diused and the follower polished 
smooth. Also make certain the maga­
zine spring is insialled correctly­
backwards it may feed ball "OK" but 
will foul up HP. 

If the breech face in the slide, or the 
extractor claw, is rough or burred, the 
case head may not be able to rise 
smoothly into position from the maga­
zine. Burr; around the firing pin hole 
will have the same effect. All are easily 
removed with needle files and/or small 
stones. The breech face should be uni­
formly flat and smooth, but need not 
be highly polished. Also, slightly bevel 
the lower edge of the extractor so it 
doesn't bite into the rim as the case 
slides up under it. When all is right in 
these areas, a cartridge can be pressed 
up under the extractor by moderate 
finger pressure, without causing 
scratches or gouges on the case. 

Good feeding with high performance 
loads (Continued on page 48) 
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TEST REPORT ON NEW 
RANGEFINDER, THE 

RANGEMATIC 
The author takes a long look at a deer across a brushy canyon. 

Rangematics come in two models. Left, this rangematic has been 
calibrated for use from 19 to 250 yards-excellent for ducks. 
The Rangematic on the right is calibrated for 50 to 1000 yards. 

By FRANCIS E. SELL 

DURING THE past several months, 
while hunting deer, gunning duck 

and pass shooting geese, I have been 
testing two models of range finders 
with some interesting results. These 
Rangematic Distance Finders are put 
out by Ranging, Inc. of Rochester, 
N.Y. 

There are two models of these range 
finders. One is calibrated from 10 to 
250 yards, and is more suitable for a 
shotgunner wanting a careful estimate 
on gunning ranges-and sometimes 
these ranges can be very revealing, 
even to an experienced gunner. A good 
example of this occurred one day as I 
gunned Pintail in Oregon's fabulous 
Coquille Valley. My hunting partner 
and I were getting plenty of unac­
countable misses. Those Sprig were 
coming over plenty high, we admitted 
that, but how high remained to be 
found only after I started measuring 
flights with my Rangematic. 

The first few flights gave me trouble 
in getting on them for an accurate 
range reading. Then I begin pre-setting 
the range finder to 40 yards, flicking 
the adjustment around to bring those 
arrowing Pintails in focus for a correct 
range reading. With a little practice 
this came easy for me, with the im­
posed images of an individual bird 
coming clear for the reading. The 
range finder said 70-75 yards for most 
of those Pintail flights, while we had 
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been estimating ranges at around 55-60 
yards. The thing that threw us for a 
loss, literally, was the Bluebird 
weather. The clear, blue skies made the 
markings on those Pintails stand out 
brilliantly, and these markings- usually 
spell out just one thing, in range. 

With just a few readings, we re-ad­
justed our decoy marking sets at 
around 55-60 yards so we had an ·exact 
report on range when those Sprigs 
made a wide, low sweep beyond the 
limits of our main decoy grouping. 

For the high flyers, I read ranges on 
flock after flock, with about one flock 
out of ten actually getting below the 70 
yard mark. After this considerable re­
vealing employment, we had well estab­
lished what those sizzling Pintails 
looked like when they were this side of 
60 yards. We both agreed that they ap­
peared more like Pintails coming over 
at 45 yards when the sky was filled 
with rolling storm clouds, anJ curtains 
of rain silvered the dark stormy water. 

I'll not beguile you with the idea 
that we wouldn't have solved this prob­
lem of range estimation without a 
range finder, but I do want to put 
across the pertinent gunning fact that 
we solved it much quicker with this 
range finder and while we were still 
with the best of the flighting. We 
ended the day with a bag limit of six 
Pintail each. 

Later, while gunning a salt marsh 
for Bluebills, I again found employ­
ment for this range finder. I used it to 

set out my usual decoy markers at half 
tide by the simple expedient of taking 
a few decoys, the range finder, and 
ranging on my blind as I dropped one 
downwind and one upwind 50 yards 
from my (Continued 011 page 55) 
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By GERALD L. BERKIN 

JN THE YEAR 1602, the Savoyards, 
under the flag of the Duke of Savoy, 

led by the swashbuckling Captain Bru­
nolieu, stormed the walls of the Old 
Town of Geneva but were repulsed by 
the spirited and stubborn defense of 
the local citizenry. This event is cele­
brated each year by the people of Ge­
neva who pay homage to their brave 
forbears but the stirring parades and 
holiday hoopla have not beclouded the 
real meaning of their time of trial and 
deliverance. That is, the love of liberty 
is a trait common to all Swiss and with 
the desire to preserve their traditions 
of freedom, one finds in Switzerland a 
preparedness to defend that freedom 
by force of arms if need be. The Swiss 
citizen-army is legendary in this day 
and age and a nationwide familiarity 
with weapons has bred in the public at 
large a deep and abiding respect for 
military and sporting arms. So, in just 
about every Swiss town and village of 
any reasonable size one can always 
find a gunshop or two, complete with 
guns and accessories from all corners 
of the world. 

In the shadow of the venerable walls 
of the Old Town of Geneva is a gun­
shop which, very probably, is typical 
of all gunshops in this lovely country 
-if anything really can be called typi­
cal in a country which reveres rugged 
individualism. The Armurerie des Bas­
tions occupies premises which have 
housed gunshops for many years but 
the present management dates from 
only the last decade or so. 

The current manager of the shop, 
Mr. Otto Siegrist, is an officer of sev­
eral of the largest and oldest shooting 
clubs and societies in Geneva. He is 
also a member of the prestigious Com­
ite Central de la Societe Suisse des 
Carabiniers, the organization which 
controls over half a million Swiss 
shooters in the country's many shoot­
ing clubs. There are only 15 members 
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The Armurerie des Bastions, located in Geneva, Switzerland. 

of this committee, so membership in 
this august body is a position of some 
importance in local shooting circles. 
To attest to Mr. Siegrist's prowess, 
both as a businessman and as an active 
shooter, Mr. Siegrist will sometimes 
confess to having earned the coveted 
title of Pistol Champion of the Canton 
of Geneva. He is also the only member 
of the Societe de l' Arquebuse, Geneva's 
oldest shooting club, who has earned 
the distinguished "division 
d'excellence" in the three shooting dis­
ciplines: largebore rine at 300 meters, 
smallbore rifle at 50 meters and pistol 
at 50 meters. Mr. Siegrist has won, 
during his active shooting career, more 
than 700 medals, cups and trophys and 
in 1958 he won a small Fiat automo­
bile at the Federal Shooting :Match 
held in the town of Bienne. 

The staff of the shop is rather small, 
but each person working in the place 
knows exactly what he has to do and 
why he must do it. Second in command 
is a retired chief of the Geneva traffic 

police, Mr. Roger Marcelin, whose own 
weapon collection would do justice to 
any museum in the world today. It is 
Mr. Marcelin's abiding interest in 
guns, hunting and match shooting that 
keeps him active in the gunshop long 
after the normal retirement age. All 
gunsmithing work is accomplished by 
a 28-year old armorer who did his ap­
prenticeship at the world-renowned 
Hammerli factory at Lenzburg, a pic­
turesque town in the German-speaking 
part of the country. Mr. Karl Fellmann 
is the only gunsmith in the Geneva 
area who is authorized by the Swiss 
military authorities to repair Swiss 
military weapons which can be found 
in nearly every Swiss home. The Ar­
murerie des Bastions is also the only 
gunshop in the Geneva area which is 
authorized by the local police to repair 
police weapons; so, on an average day 
it is nothing to find Fellmann busily 
working on machinepistols, police side­
arms, and on other police ordnance 
which were left in the shop by some of 
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the local gendarmes. Fellmann is as­
sisted by a young lad who is doing his 
own 4-year apprenticeship in the shop, 
at the conclusion of which, the boy will 

be. qualified lo go off on his own as a 
certified gunsmith. 

The gunshop itself is nothing elabo­
rate, as is the case with most establish-

ments in Switzerland. There are two 
rooms, the first being the show room 
and sales area and the back room is 
the workshop and "office" area. Traffic 
flows rather freely between the two 
rooms as all customers are treated 
familiarly. It is sometimes difficult to 
distinguish between the customers and 
the personnel of the shop. In the US or 
in other areas, such freedom of move­
ment would never be permitted as the 
weapons, accessories and ammunition 
are never locked or otherwise secured. 
So, while (Continued on page 62) 

A general view of some of the firearms in their respective racks in the Armurerie des Bastions. 
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The firing line at Camp Perry-and there's Al 
Freeland in his knee-length leather pants imported 
from Austria. Al's prone position is as different 
or unconventional as Wiggers' canting or Gary 
Anderson's rifle handling, but you can't argue 
with the top scores these shooters post. Freeland 
was the first to receive the coveted 1600 Award. 

THE DEAN OF SMALLBORE SHOOTING LOOKS INTO 
THE FUTURE OF SMALLBORE SHOOTING 

By BOB TREMAIN 

THE 1972 Winter Olympics are 
over. The events and the number of 

medals won have been hashed over ad 
infinitum. But did you notice that the 
one shooting event, the Biathlon, re• 
ceived almost no mention in the press, 
and that TV coverage was scanty? 

A decade or so ago most of the daily 
papers gave the National Matches at 
Camp Perry at least a one or two inch 
coverage by listing the names of the 
winners. Did your local paper carry 
any news about the National Matches 
last year? 

Unless you are a devoted follower of 
the activities of the paper-punching 
marksmen, you may not even have 
realized that the ational or State 
Matches were being held. To learn the 
names of the winners or details of the 
events, you have to read the firearms 
magazines. The daily press won't re­
port them. This has led to the wide-
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spread opinion that the target shooting 
sports are on the way out, that lack of 
shooter interest is leading to the grad­
ual demise of the formerly highly pop­
ular target shooting activities. 

Besides lack of interest, increasing 
gun legislation and the dwindling num­
ber of ranges are usually cited as rea­
sons for the apparent reduction in the 
number of competitors on the ranges. 
Is target shooting really a dying sport? 
Is there a future for rifle marksmen? 
Will we have National Matches in 
three, four, or five years? To get an­
swers to these questions, I interviewed 
the dean of the smallbore marksmen 
who has been in the game for over 50 
years and who is the prime purveyor 
of shooting equipment for the small­
bore clan-Al Freeland. 

Al has won more than his share of 
competitive events, always· attends the 
National Matches, and to this date, at 
over 70, he competes in matches here 
and in Europe. To understand the men-

tality of a champion shooter and to 
learn what motivates a man to spend 
many hours practicing and travelling 
to distant ranges, I'll let Al tell his own 
story-through clouds of rather pun­
gent cigar smoke. 

"I did a little hunting when I was a 
boy growing up on the family farm in 
Kane County, Illinois. I often hunted 
squirrels for our dinner after we 
moved there from Joliet, Illinois, 
where I was born. In 1914 I was the 
champion corn grower of the state. My 
record was 127 bushels per acre, but 
today they raise 206 bushels per acre. 

"I left the farm to become a machin­
ist and tool maker in Chicago, and 
began target shooting there in 1917. I 
found out about 'Arms and the Man', 
and through it I found my way into 
the Centennial Rifle Club on the west 
side of Chicago on Jackson Boulevard. 
The club range was in the basement of 
a church, and to get there I had to take 
three horse-drawn trolley cars and 
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HNOT BY A LONG SHOT:' 
SAYS AL FREELAND 

walk many miles. 
"I went to the club after buying a 

Model 1892 lever action Marlin, for all 
of $16. The gun is now known as the 
Model 39A. With this gun I fired my 
first match, and I can still hear the 
laughter of the other shooters. That is, 
they laughed until I hit the bullseye a 
couple of Limes. The gun had an open, 
or Rocky Mountain, rear sight and a 
blade front sight. These are the sights 
you find on today's M39A. 

"I was invited to come back to the 
Centennial Rifle Club at the next meet­
ing night, and that evening one of the 
members loaned me his ,_U ½ Stevens 
to shoot offhand. The Schuetzen type 
shooting appealed to me and since I 
did so well, I was asked to join the 
club. 

"That year I wnn the ewcomers 
Match of the RA. We shot 75 feet in­
doors in four positions, 10 shots each 
position, 12 matches to get the total 
score of 4800 points. The 75 foot tar-
GUNS AUGUST 1972 

No, its not the man from Mars, but just 
Freeland checking the performance and 

the fit of shooting gear that he designed. 

get is a bit larger than today's 50 foot 
indoor target, somewhere around Yi/' 
in diameter bigger than today's target. 

"I kept borrowing rifles until I went 
to the National Matches the next year. 
There I bought from Paddy O'Hare a 
B.S.A. Martini rifle for $12. The gun 
came from a Col. H. A. Garon who 
was stationed at the Canal Zone. The 
barrel was shot out so I had iedner 
re-barrel the rifle, but I did the stock 
job myself. Then in 1919 at a New Jer­
sey shoot, I met Maj or Hession of the 
Winchester Arms Co. From him I got 
my first Winchester Model 52, the gun 
bearing the serial number 5. 

"I raised the comb on the stock to fit 
me and made a few other alterations. 
Later, I sold the gun to a shooter in 
Montana. Guess you could say I 
started my gunsmithing days early, 
and this eventually led to more gun 
tinkering and to Freeland's Scope 
Stands, Inc." 

Like so many other businesses in the 

Al started target shooting in 1917. 

firearms field, Al's began through need 
and an accident. He was working for 
the Vaver Sight Corporation at the 
time. The V aver sight was based on a 
screw principle and was extremely 
accurate. Al had been hired by Walter 
Vaver to develop the sight further and 
to test it, as well as to supervise pro­
duction in the downtown Chicago 
shop. Unfortunately, production costs 
were so high, even in those days, that 
the sight had to be dropped. 

Prior to an outdoor match, Al tra­
velled to the Coon Hollow rifle range 
on the banks of the Des Plaines River. 
It had been raining and the range was 
muddy as hell. To spot his shots, Free­
land had bought that morning a Sears 
spotting scope with drawtube and 
stand at a cost of $9. 

After the first shot and while adjust­
ing the scope, the stand toppled over, 
the scope landing in the mud. The 
scope was cleaned and on the second 
shot, the stand toppled over again. 
That did it-Al decided that he could 
design a better scope stand especially 
for target shooting. He whittled some 
legs from an orange crate, fashioned 
some ears from wood to support the 
scope, and glued the whole contraption 
together. This he took to the foundry 
and had them make a casting. 

The first person to see the stand was 
Russel Wild of Rig Products, Inc. "I 
sold him the stand for $5. My wife 
didn't believe me when I told her that 
I sold my first scope stand," recalls Al. 

"That five dollar bill bought three 
sets of castings, and those too were 
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sold quickly. That $15 paid for 12 
more castings, and that's how Free­
land's Scope Stands, Inc. started." 

Today between 20-30 people work 
for Freeland's Scope Stands. It consists 
of a general sporting goods store and 
gun shop, with smallbore shooter's par­
aphernalia and super-accurate .22 tar­
get rifles being the mainstay of the 
business. Some small parts for stands 
and other shooting accessories are sub­
contracted, but most of the stuff is 
made right in the shop which is super­
vised by Al personally. What target 
shooting improvements has Al seen? 

"In the past 50 years, I've seen a lot 
of improvements in every facet of tar­
get shooting. First of all, I feel that the 
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people, that is the shooters, have im­
proved. Their ability is much better 
today than it was when I began shoot­
ing at the Centennial Rifle Club in Chi­
cago. I think that today's target shoot­
ers have learned a greater degree of 
concentration, and that's what you 
need in serious competitive shooting. 

"Barrels have improved too, but the 
greatest thing is ammunition. Ammo 
has been improved tremendously and 
today's match ammo is beyond the wil­
dest dreams that we had even 20 years 
ago. . 

"Stock design, shooting comfort, 
and many other mechanical devices 
have also helped. But the ability and 
the complete concentration of the 

shooter is still the single most impor­
tant consideration in target shooting 
-and that is tops today." 

According to this stock maker and 
builder of custom match rifles, most of 
the bedding devices are merely a 
means of covering up a bad or poor 
bedding job. A good job of fitting the 
action and barrel into the stock doesn't 
require bedding. What about free-float­
ing barrels? 

~'If properly free-floated, a barrel 
doesn't require bedding. But a good 
free-floating barrel is a rarity. Of eight 
or nine barrels, that is free-floated bar­
rels, you'll find that maybe only one or 
two will shoot well. The electric bed­
ding system has more or less died. 
There's nothing wrong with the system, 
but the Freeland bedding system with 
which I was already experimenting in 
1923 made electric bedding obsolete. 

"Why use this or any other bedding 
device if ,the stocking, when properly 
done, can take care of all the bedding 
problems? 

"Any wide shot that can be attrib­
uted to an overcharge of powder, from 
rimfire to largest centerfire, can be 
held in the black by the Freeland bed­
ding system. This bedding will be suf­
ficient to give good· scores which may 
not necessarily be in the match class. 
You can't improve a good floating bar­
rel, since such a barrel will shoot re­
gardless of bedding. 

"But proper bedding or stocking will 
make a good free-floated bane! shoot 
even closer. The node in a barrel is 
that spot in a barrel where there is the 
least vibration. It is at that point 
where we try to bed the barrel. If we 
can control that, we can control the ri­
fle's accuracy. In recent years we have 
done quite a bit of such bedding in 
centerfire rifles, and find that even var­
iations in the loads from shot to shot 
don't affect accuracy to that great a de­
gree, providing we 'find the node and 
bed the barrel at the node." 

Al's target rifle business is interna­
tional in scope. A few weeks before I 
visited Al, (Continued on page 69) 
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E. L. Reedstrom's portrayal of a Western lm,v'man. 

Don Johnston, using a sepia coloring base, 
painted this lawman in a Captain's chair. 

But to turn back the pages of history, one has to pay 
. high tribute to the Western artists of yesteryear. They are 
the ones ,rho have captured the spirit and color of our 
,vest on canvas and have preserved it for future genera­
tions to admire, study, and remember. 

The list of the many famous artists who have painted the 
early West and its people is quite long and only a few can 
be mentioned here. 

The past works of such famous artists as Charles M. Rus­
sell, Fredrick Remington, N. C. Wyeth, E. A. Burbank, 0. 
C. Seltzer, and others have been displayed in galleries and 
museums. Reams have been written and their paintings il­
lustrated in many books and magazines, so their work is fa. 
miliar to most people. 

Today, the popularity of Western art is fantastic. Al­
though the paintings of the past distinguished masters are 
just about untouchable, the art of lessor publicized artists 
of early years is fast becoming prominent in reputation and 
artistic value. 

In researching and viewing Western art, I noted that the 
characters portrayed almost always included a frontier law­
man. I thought it would be interesting to compare a few of 
the Western artists of yesteryear (Continued on page 58) 

Charles M. Russell, one of the greatest Western artists, painted "Call of the Law" in Montana in 1914. 
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Roy Weatherby introduces his automatic 
and slide-action shotguns-both ideal hunting arms. 

OUR WI G-GUN ERS like repeating shotguns. 
And it does not much matter whether it is the 

self-loading kind or one that has to be shuffled. 
With this national affinity for the magazine 

smoothbore it isn't difficult to understand why west 
coast impresario, Roy Weatherby, when he com­
menced to design his own shotguns, settled on the 
most popular pair; ·an automatic and a slide-action 
pump gun. These models are old hat but their popu­
larity is the staid and settled kind-like mother love 
and apple pie. When Weatherby, the Cinderella man 
of the firearms game, took a look at the scattergun 

situation, his perceptive judgment, an acumen that 
has accounted for his remarkable success in the rifle 
fi~ld, told him the repeaters were the hands down 
choice. He now has a pair. 

These are strong, sturdy, thoroughly workable 
shooting irons. There isn't anything far out, exceed­
ingly novel nor yet kookie about either one. The au­
toloader has a conventional and well-tested gas sys­
tem in it; the pump repeater is right down the line. 
No gadgetry, no gimmicks, no geewhiz features. 
Both ,guns are bound to endear themselves to that 
majority of American (Continued on page 56) 





By E. DIXON LARSON 

MOST collectors will agree that the 
"Tiffany Colt" models are the 

most beautiful of all American guns, 
and in most cases, even European 
arms. Once a handgun possesses pro­
fuse foliate engraving, clone by a preci­
sion craftsman such as 1imsche, then 
provided with ornate pictorial cast 
grips, very little remains to enhance 
such beauty. 

Because of the rarity, very little has 
ever been written or published con­
cerning the "TiJTany Colts." This is 
probabl) due to the fact that they are 
scarce and very co tly. Mo t original 
and authenticated model carry insur­
ance riders and con equently cannot be 
studied. Also, few are available for 
comparison and seldom is more than 
one found in a collection: therefore, 
experience and knowledge is very lim­
ited among even long-time dealers. For 
example, one of the foremost antique 
arms dealers reported that they have 
handled only five ince 1951 and only 
two previously over a period of some 
31 years of business. 

The engraved Colts with their ornate 
rasl grips, candidly termed, '•Tiffany 
Colts," derived this terminology from 
the fact that they were customized by 
Tiffany and Company, noted silver­
~mith and jewelers of Xew York City. 
The firm was organized in 1837 by 
Charles Lewis Tiffany and his brother­
in-law, John B. Young, commencing 
busine at 259 Broadway, and known 
as Tiffany and Young, expanding in 
1811 to include a third partner. Lewis 
Elli . changing the name of the firm lo 
Tiffany, Y ourw and Ellis. In ] 853, 
Ellis and Young retired and the name 
was changed to Tiffany and Company. 
The firm relocated Lo 550 Broadway, 
then in 1870 to union Square. In 1905 
lo 5th Avenue and 37th Street, then in 
19 W to 5th Avenu<· and 57th Street, all 
in ew York City, (the later being the 
current address). From 1860 to 1870 
Tiffany and Company offered many 
services, from arms, accouterments, to 
general outfitter , not to mention their 
unique special services such as provid­
ing ornate presentation pieces. Early 
catalogs typify their work by utilizing 
such word media as: propriety, excel­
lence, balance, magnificence, gor­
geousness, precious, artistic, unex­
cellecl, richness, important personages, 
etc.-all typifying the uniqueness of 

OLD and NEW 
their classic creations. The first "Tif­
fany Colt" accountable was ordered by 
President Lincoln as a present to the 
Governor of Adrianople, Turkey, in 
recognition for his capturing and 
bringing to justice the bandits who 
killed Reverend Phillip Merriman and 
abandoned his family in the desert lo 
starve to death. The Stale Department 
commis ioned John Quincy Adams 

Ward, a famed American sculptor, to 
design a cast metal grip. Ward de­
signed the ornate grips with the assist­
ance of John William Orr, a noted 
wood-cut illustrator, who did mo t of 
the border design in the grips. 

The basic relief on the ca t grips 
typified the "Missionary" pattern. 
Only about five specimens are known 
of this design. (Continued on page 46) 
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KLEIN GUENTHER 
Over and Under Shotgun 

NOTHING TO BUY, 
NO ENTRY FEE! 
Simply mail a plain post card with the required 
information to GUNS Magazine TODAY and you 
will be eligible for the Aug. contest drawing 
of this handsome Kleinguenther Over and Under 
Shotgun. The shotgun has a Poldi steel barrel 
with chrome lining. The mono-block system 
combined with a double Purdey receiver lock 
and box lock action contributes to the reliability 
of this excellent shotgun. The Kleinguenther 
comes in 12 and 20 gauge, ventilated matted 
rib, front and rear bead. 

For additional information on the complete line 
of Kleinguenther Shotguns write to Kleinguen­
ther, P. O. Box 1261, Seguin, Texas 78155. 

Sponsored by 

GUNS MAGAZINE and 

KLEINGUENTHER'S 

All you do to enter is fill in the required in­
formation on a plain post-card and return it to 
GUNS Magazine. Be sure to enter bottom line 
information-GM, Sept. GUNS. DO NOT MAIL 
ANY ENTRY IN AN ENVELOPE! Your name will 
entered in the drawing to be held Aug. 10, and 
the winner will be announced in the Dec. issue 
of Guns Magazine. 

DO NOT USE ENVELOPE! 
MAIL POST-CARD TODAY 

GUNS Magazine 
8150 N. Central Park/Skokie, 111./60076 
Name ________________ _ 

Add re SL----------------



Remington Handguns 
By Charles Lee Karr, Jr. 
& Carroll Robbins Karr 
Bridgeport, Conn. ($2.95) 

In 1947, Charles Lee Karr, Jr., and 
Carroll Robbins Karr, after extensive 
research, compiled an excellent book 
titled simply "Remington Handguns." 
It was immediately hailed as the 
standard reference on the subject. Not 
satisfied with the scope of their work, 
the authors continued their research 
and, some years later, produced a sec­
ond edition even more complete and 
definitive than the first. The book 
traces the history of Remington hand­
guns starting with the first, a percus­
sion revolver designed and patented 
by the famous designer, Fordyce 
Beals. All subsequent Remington 
handguns are covered completely 
throughout the book. Copies of "Rem­
ington Handguns" can be obtained by 
sending a check for $2.95 to: Handgun 
Book, Box 731, Bridgeport, Conn. 
06601. 

United States Single Shot Martial 
Pistols 
By C. W. Sawyer 
(WE, Inc., $5.00) 

Probably the most interesting group 
of American firearms to collectors is 
that encompassing the martial single 
shot. After all, the single shot was the 
only thing the Army, Navy and Militia 
had in the early days of this country 
until the adoption of the revolver, and 
later the automatic pistols which are 
now s tan d a rd side-arms in all 
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branches of the service. 
This book has been out of print for 

over 50 years and original copies are 
extremely rare as they were paper­
bound editions. All famous makers 
are covered in the book, pistols made 
in U.S. armories, or by private indivi­
duals and companies under govern­
ment contract. Pistols using the flint­
lock, percussion and metallic cartridge 
are traced in brief but detailed ac­
counts that fully describe them. There 
are no actual photographs, but in­
stead, excellent line-drawings, mostly 
upgradr!d by E. J. Hoffschmidt, a lead­
ing artist in the field of firearms illus­
tration. Though not highly detailed, 
the drawings do mirror the original 
guns keeping everything in scale and 
giving the reader an excellent idea of 
what the guns looked like. 

One of the more interesting guns 
described in the book is that of the .45 
caliber· "Liberator" pistol which was 
the last Secondary Single Shot U.S. 
Martial pistol manufactured. In 1942 
General Motors made one-million of 
the stamped steel guns at a cost of 
$1.71 each. Just what happened to all 
of these guns is unknown. But the few 
that are known are extremely rare, to 
say the least. 

For the collector of single shot U.S. 
pistols, this book is an excellent refer­
ence source and it makes for highly 
interesting reading. H.A.M. 

German Secret Weapons of World 
War II 
By I. V. Hogg 
(Arco, $3.50) 

This installment of the excellent 
Arco series of books titled "Illustrated 
Histories of Twentieth Century 
Arms" deals with German secret 
weapons that were either still under 
development or actually being used 
against the Allies. The war-time Ger­
man claim to have invented complete­
ly new "terror weapons" was not all 
propaganda. This book shows plans 
and describes details of some of the 
incredible projects that were under 
way by German scientists. 

Items covered in the book are: 
Rockets; Homing and Guidance De­
vices; Proximity Fuzes; Radar and 
Fire Control Equipment; Target De­
tection Devices; Artillery, Small 
Arms and Ballistics; plus a maze of 
miscellaneous developments of which 
some were highly brilliant but never 
got into full production. Also in this 
section are a number of the original 
nerve gases. The author reveals spec­
tacular developments such as the 
glide bomb that sunk an Italian bat-

tleship, an air cannon, and a multi­
barreled gun to bombard London 
from a distance of 150 miles. 

Much of the research data and 
materials were destroyed by the Ger­
mans as the Allied Armies marched 
into Germany, but the author has de­
voted much research and investiga­
tion into this subject to distinguish 
between fact and fiction on these weap­
ons. We think you'll enjoy reading 
this interesting and well illustrated 
book of quite "different" weapons. We 
did! H.A.M. 

Flayderman's Book Catalog #5 
by N. Flayderman & Co., Inc. 
New Milford, Conn. ($.25) 

Twenty-five cents won't get you 
very far nowadays, but your two bits 
brings you quite a bargain from Norm 
Flayderman. His latest book catalog 
(number 5) compares to nothing else 
in the gun world. 

Flayderman's catalog has over 100 
pages containing almost 800 titles with 
just about every single book currently 

:w. rz..a. ir1>••••1t • oo .• :rxo. 
P1l'JIJSJl:B:U-1lOOXSEI.Lm 

New N#OIO, CONrtlellCU'I' 
' ~\I.SA. 

available and in print on the subject 
of shooting, military equipment, am­
munition, gunsmithing, and related 
subjects. Norm has every one of these 
books in stock and ready for immedi­
ate sale. This new 1972 issue has been 
out for approximately six months, so 
don't waste any time. Mail $.25 to 
cover the mailing charges to Norm 
and he'll see that this fantastic book 
catalog is part of your arms library. 

G.I. 
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TIFFANY GRIPS: 
UNMATCHED BEAUTY IN METAL 

the definition of bronze, it is an alloy 
of copper-zinc-and tin. Specifically, 
drillings from two "Colt Tiffany" 
grips were examined on the X-ray 
spectrometer and Emission Spectrom­
eter and found as follows: Cu ( cop­
per) 80%, Zn (zinc) 4%, Sn (tin) 
14%, and surprisingly 2% A8 (silver). 
Thus in referring to all universal 
bronze specifications currently in use 
and previously used over the past 50 
years, none conform to those utilized 
in the "Colt Tiffany" grips, this is due 
to the fact that silver was added to 
raise the recrystallization temperature 
and tend toward finer grain castings. 
Thus, such a casting would be expen­
sive to produce today and conform 
with this analysis. Spurious models 
are probably produced from common 
brass (alpha-beta) of ASTM B22 
Type D Bronze, all without silver. 
Quality of silver plate used on "Tif­
fany" grips was 925-1000. 

(Continued from page 43) 

The pair of 1861 Police Model Colts 
presented to the Adrianople Governor 
were returned to President Roosevelt 
in 1945 and later interned in the Hyde 
Park Library. John Orr is credited 
with continuing the basic designs for 
the Tiffany cast grips, along with the 
aid and technology of Edward C. 
Moore. Orr's death in 1887 may indi­
cate the absence of production after 
this date. Although the firm, Schuyler, 
Hartely, and Graham advertized the 
"Colt Tiffany Models," such as the fol­
lowing taken from their 1864 catalog, 
"Style 422, Colt's New Model, 5½" en­
graved bronzed handle, plated and 
gilt," there is no evidence that they 
were engaged in production of such 
models but merely the agents for the 
Tiffany creations. Early Tiffany cata­
logs show prices up to $300. 

There were three basic cast grip 
designs, namely, the Missionary, con­
sidered the rarest; the highly detailed 
battle scene commemorating the War 
between the States, second rarest; and 
the Eagle and Snake and seal of Mex­
ico, slightly more in number than the 
other two. This is probably due to the 
fact that this grip was used to pro­
mote early sale of conversions in 
Mexico after the introduction of the 
Colt Single Action Army Models, and 
thus market remaining surplus con­
version parts. Perhaps a few points of 
caution are in order, inasmuch as 
spurious models are beginning to ap­
pear at an alarming rate. 

Inasmuch as the value of such au­
thentic pieces vary from $3,000 to 
$8,500 this is indeed attractive to the 
sophisticated craftsman. Engraving 
can be duplicated to undetectable de­
grees. Bronze silver plated castings 
can also be made using wax castings. 
Most seasoned arms experts are re­
luctant to examine a "Colt Tiffany" 
because of lack of exposure or arms 
for comparison, this is why little or 
nothing has been written as an aid for 
prospective "Tiffany" owners. The 
number of spurious models and some 
in the hands of reputable dealers have 
more than doubled. A few salient 
conclusions have been derived from 
an exhaustive study. Inasmuch as 
most "Colt Tiffany" Models were 
never extensively used, an almost fine 
to mint arm should be represented. 
Cylinder scenes can either be scroll, 
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rolled, or hand engraved, hammers 
plain or engraved s·o this is non-in­
dicative. On larger frame models, 
such as Navy and Army, the grip butt 
retaining screw is of a smaller diame­
ter than the customary butt screw, 
thus on a spurious model this would 
require brazing, drilling, and tapping 
to a smaller diameter-readily distin­
guishable on a Beta Gram X-ray. On 
the large frame Army and Navy, 
usually a grip number under the cap 
will conform in number, type and 
style to all other matching numbers 
on frame, barrel, cylinder, etc., readily 
comparative on a micro-projector. 
Grips were installed on the 1853 and 
1862 frames by milling a square to ac­
commodate the triggerguard strap 
end. It is well to examine this cut-out 
as an odd milling cut was required 
and only the corners will be filed out, 
the loading edges will show mill 
marks. 

Metallurgically, and in simplifying 

Analysis can be a serious consider­
ation in today's technological world. 
Papers can be forged, finishes aged to 
cover various base materials, engrav­
ings duplicated, but seldom does the 
"fake's" renumeration justify even the 
cost of 65% exactness, so this is in 
favor of a well-informed collector. 
Always bear in mind-as the "Tiffany 
Colt" is the epitome of all collectors, 
approach bargains with caution. 

COMPUTERIZED SUMMARY OF 
EVALUATION OF 20 "TIFFANY 

GRIP-ENGRAVED COLTS" 

Frequency Findings: 
(100% = 20 Models) 

Types of Colt Models 
20% 1860 Army Percussion Models 
5% Conversion of the 1860 Army 

30% Conversions of the 1853 Pocket 
P. of Navy caliber 

20% Conversions of the 1861 Navy 
Model 

25% 1862 Police Models using the 
fluted cylinder 

100% 

25% 
30% 
45% 

100% 

Grip Scene 
Missionary 
North-South Fight Scene 
Mexican Eagle and Snake 

Overall Finish 
50% Nickel 
10% Damacene 

20% Gold, Silver, and Nickel 
20% Blue 

100% 

75% 
20% 

5% 

100% 

Cylinder Type Engraving 
Basic Floral Type 
Hand-engraved Std. Scene 
No engraving, fluted cylinder 

Hammer Engraved 
80% Basic Wolf Head (similar but 

not alike) 
20% Not engraved (All conversions) 

100% 

Presentation Markings 
15% Engraved on backstrap disk 
85% No presentation markings 

100% 
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TIFFA1.VY STYLE GRIPS 

FOR MODER1V HANDGUNS 

MR. DEL ZORNADA of the Eagle 
Art Works, located in St. Louis, 

Missouri, has long been an admirer of 
the original creations. One of his am­
bitions has been to create and produce 
an ornate grip in a Tiffany fashion but 
at a modest price of about $125, and in 
no way a replica or threat to the past 
creations. The original grips were 
made from bronze. 

In considering a production of a 
quality grip, the use of bronze was 
eliminated because of its lack of 
strength, easy to dent and fracture 
during the normal use to which the 
shooter might subject them. Further 

silver plating would not be practical 
and likewise would be expensive. An­
other consideration was that bronze 
could easily be reworked by a skilled 
craftsman and thus the grip altered to 
fit antique arms. 

After considering many alterna­
tives, Type 304 stainless steel was se­
lected, both for strength and final rust 
resistant finish. The use of stainless 
steel for such an ornate casting is by 
no means a simple task. Type 304 
stainless steel has a cast melting tem­
perature of 2550° F. as compared to 
bronze of 1830° F. Analysis of Type 
304 used in the Eagle Iron Works 
"Liberty Grip" is: .25 C (Carbon), 9 
Ni (Nickel), and 27-30 Cr (Chrome). 

In the selection of a design, several 
ideas were considered. Inasmuch as 
the "Missionary and Child" was the 
first accountable pattern, it was de­
cided to provide a similar design that 
would commemorate this grip and 
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could not be confused with it because 
of distinct differences. The original 
"Missionary and • Child" pattern 
showed a young maiden on the rear of 
the grip, holding a cross and scales, 
signifying the swiftness of justice. 
Also on the grip on either side, is 
shown the brigand faces. The eagle 
and shield of the United States is lo­
cated on the butt cap. The grips were 
designed to fit only the 1849 small 
frame Colt series, which includes 
1848, 1849, 1853, and 1862, all percus­
sions, and conversions of the 1853 
pocket pistols to fire the metallic car­
tridge. 

The new stainless steel "Liberty 
Grip" has the similar motif and style 
as the "Missionary and Child" except 
the maiden is holding the American 
Flag and a banner which is inscribed, 
"Liberty". Grips are quite different in 
contour and are designed to fit only 
the Smith & Wesson small frame 
models such as: Chief Special, Body­
guard, Terrier, and the Kit Gun. 

Grips are mounted on the frame 
and retained by two precision drilled 
and threaded Allen screws, located 
near the butt on either side. Grips are 
numbered inside as to state and num­
ber, such as Oklahoma and also Eagle 
Iron Wks., St. Louis. 

Grips add beauty to the modern 
arms and enhance the stability of 
shooting balance. Needle.ss to men­
tion, they provide the collector with a 
limited budget, a pride of ownership 
that has long accompanied ~ 
ornate arms. UII 

Muzzle Loading Parts and Supplies. 
Our 68 page illustrated catalog #30 
$1.00 3rd class; $2.00 for 1st class. 

Kindig's Log Cabin Sport Shop 
P. 0. Box 275-G Lodi, Ohio 44254 

Silencia $4.95 
-Advanced Hearing Protection 

You hear normal sounds like voices. etc. -
while the harmful effect of high frequency or 
gunblasl noi'-C is screened out. Dual adjust-

• 

mcnt for comfort fit. S4.95. Include 50¢ for 
handling. Order today or write for free litera­
ture. 

SAFETY DIRECT 
P.O. Box 8907 I{ Reno, Nevada, 89507 

AUTOMATIC 70-SH0T PELLET STINGER 
Dogs, Other Animals, Assailants In- ~ 
stantly Repulsed The pellet is harm­
less but STINGS. Holds and fires 70 
pellets automatically as fast as you 
can pull the trigger to knock most stub­
born assailants off guard. Portable, fits 
easily in pocket or purse. Made of high impact 
styrene for long life, trouble-free use. Fully 
guaranteed. Keeps dogs. animal pests off your proper• 
ty. Send $1.98 cash, check, or Money Order plus 27¢ 
shipping, we include 70 pellets. Deluxe M.S. Corona 
100 shot automatic, walnut color stock is contoured 
to fit the hand, Smooth, jam-proof action guaranteed. 

:hci~~i~g~- 9:e f~~:~d;h:o~· p~/ re'rs~ncr 4grfoe:nd~ u$1 .i11 
(350 rounds $2.00) (1050 rounds $5,00) 

BARGAIN GUN co., Dept. 8-G, 1 Park Ave. 
New York, New York 10016 

Lll!iif'3.b.Ek •► 
JOHN EK "FIGHTING KNIFE" 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE. 1000/o HANDMADE. COMPLETE 
WITH LEATHER SHEATH, $35 PP. DEALERS WRITE. 
Send $1 for 1944-66 Handbook 'Your Silent Partner' 

JOHN EK COMMANDO KNIVES 
Dept. SI, 1547 N.W. 119th St .. No. Miami, Fla. 33167 

Complete line of Gun Care Items. 
Kits, Rods,. Brushes, etc. 

Mill Run Prod., Cleve., 0. 44113 

REPELS TICKS, 
CHIGGERS & 

I ' • BITING FLIES 
I TICKS AWAY 

se aerosol spray. Made 

I TICK 'es ecially for hunters, fisher-men, campers and p:ckn,ckers. 

I 6 oz. can 1.00 • 
I . . 
I -·. 
11 ~,~ 

1' ~ 
I 

, !!'~_""'}::',:_::-:_ 
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FFER! 
lity cowhide, steel rein­

ced, fully-lined belt and 
lster. Hand carving includ­

in price. State gun type, 
rrel length, waist size. Nat­
al or Black. Tooled or 
ain. DlPJ.G 

ealer Inquiries welcomed. 
Se close $1.00 postage and hdlg. 
2s, . Calif. residents include 5% tax. 
Over 6½11 L. Barrel $2."add. Return for full refund within 
Over 46" Waist - 50¢ 11 add. 10 days if not satisfied. 

CatJw'f, f:nterf!..,,i,je,J 
P. O. BOX 3545 Chula Vista, California 92011 

9" GENUINE SWEDISH MORA SPORTSKNIFE ... 
SJ.GS 

a complete pre-machined KIT with S12s0 
1~~~1nai":f;~:ti5;~00·. • • • • • • • 512050 fn 6Ja1ilax I 
IFERNWOOD GUN SUPPLY I I 1725 Springbrook, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 I 
1.------~~·.::-:: ____________ .. 
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GIVE YOUR FIREARMS 
COMPLETE CARE 

I I COMPLETE GUN 
TREATMENT ~, 
• Cleans - removes 

a I traces. of rust and leading. 
• Lubricates - will not freeze, 
oxidize or evaporate. Insures. 
perfect firing at all tempera­
tures. 
• Protects - leaves an Invis­
ible magnetic film over all 
metal parts which will protect 
against rust and fingermarks. 

5 oz. can $1.49 

Jet-Aer Corp., Paterson, N. J. 07524 

OUR MAN IN 
WASHINGTON 

(Continued from page 20) 

tation of power.) "If they had, we 
would not have had the 1968 Gun 
Control Act." Another member of 
Congress ( on the other side of the 
legislative branch) who likes to hunt, 
confirmed that there is much interest 
in the area. He pointed out that the 
bureaucrats in the Departments of 
Interior and Agriculture would love 
to take over new responsibility of 
regulating wildlife on the Federal 
level. 

For instance, the Department of 
Agriculture this year embarked on a 
new program that will provide free 
access to private farmlands in 10 
states for thousands of hunters. It is 
only a pilot program where 50 coun­
ties in 10 States will hand out Federal 
funds, up to $3.00 per acre. However, 
if the project goes, there will be 
millions of Federal dollars in the 
project in a few years. A lot of fac­
tory workers can be expected to take 
notice that their general tax dollars 
are going into a project from which 
they as sportsmen cannot benefit be­
cause of the prohibitive price of out­
of-state license fees. 

The anti-hunting groups, too, would 

TUNING YOUR 
AUTOMATIC PISTOL 

like to have a central focus point! 
A review of computer data being 

compiled by the Interior's program 
for fish, wildlife and parks, shows 
where the real hunting clout lies. 
Hunters and fishermen in 1970 spent 
$6,825,571,000, up from $4,046,440,000 
in five years. That same year showed 
a decrease in small game hunters. 
The data clearly show that local hunt­
ing is dropping and the State govern­
ments are trying to make up the de­
crease by socking out-of-staters! 

The data from Interior which does 
not, at this writing, break down into 
money spent by out-of-state hunters, 
will soon be available in more detail. 
It is known, however, that hunters 
alone spent something like $2 billion 
for food, 1 o d g i n g, transportation, 
equipment and other expenses. For 
instance, it is estimated that hunters 
drank over $56 million in booze in 
1970. Now that is clout. Let us all 
hope the State Governments take a 
more sober attitude toward their out­
of-state hunters who spend like crazy 
for the privilege of a few days hunt­
ing, while the residents shoot 
game all season. c; 

(Continued from page 30) 

requires a full-strength recoil spring. 
The spring has little to do with resist­
ing recoil, but provides all the power 
needed for feeding. A weak spring 
means weak feeding-and that makes 
failures more likely. 

In addition to all this, all the fric­
tion-reducing tuning normally per­
formed on accurized guns will add the 
slight extra edge of reliability by 
making recoil and counter-recoil 
smoother, and by making more en­
ergy available for stripping cartridges 
from magazine to chamber. Areas to 
be smoothed are hammer/ slide, slide­
/ disconnector, ejector slot, slide tracks 
in receiver, etc. 

Guns based on the Colt Govern­
ment Model will also benefit from in­
stallation of a recoil buffer of the type 
made by Dinan. This accessory soft­
ens recoil without reducing the en­
ergy available for feeding. No such 
device is available for other designs, 
though I suppose one could be built 
by a good machinist for a few bucks. 

That generally takes care of the 
functional aspect of adapting your 
autos to high performance ammuni­
tion. However, there is still the prob­
lem of sights. Most guns carry only 
fixed sights regulated for the standard 
ball round at 25 yards. High-perfor­
mance, light-bullet loads will print 
well below that point-as much as a 
full foot in some guns. Theoretically, 
filing down the front sight will bring 
things together, but most sights won't 
be high enough for use after that. So, 
you'll need either a higher fixed rear 
sight, or a fully adjustable rear sight. 
Best for the latter is the MMC combat 
sight which fits most guns without al­
teration and without a new front sight. 

All things considered, any modern 
auto can be fully as reliable-and a 
damned sight more effective-with 
high performance ammunition. It's 
simply a matter of the right gun 
paired with the right load and sights 
-and proper application of all ~ 
tuning operations discussed. UIIII 
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DIGES' B<D>KS, I NC. ALL THE WEAPONS Of LAW AND ORDER 
-THEIR SELECTION, CARE AND USE 

'--'~.'l'lO~ctt.J\i~Jts 1 
t ~ f~oGU ~ willi4fl'IS 

Ll 11 and 
~I Grertrie 

Maso rt 
This comprehensive 

manual shows officers how 
to get prepared, and stay prepared. 

BY peart 

$5.95 
ppd. 

320 pages, a brilliant reference directed 
to law enforcement professionals and 
handgun connoisseurs. Large 8½" x 11" 
size. Prepared by the foremost firearms 
and sports book publisher in the world. 
Order several copies for circulation 
throughout the police department. 

Special quantity discounts available to 
recognized law enforcement agencies. 
Write for details. 

Digest Books are available locally at gun shops, book 
stores, sporting goods stores, department stores. If 
books you want are not in stock, use coupon -
we11 ship promptly, postpaid. 

GUNS AUGUST 1972 

Without warning, the drastic situation develops in an instant. Both officer 
and his revolver must be ready to respond effectively. LAW ENFORCE­
MENT HANDGUN DIGEST supplements departmental training, offers 
how-to for preparedness while performing day-to-day routine work. 
Authoritative chapters reveal good points and bad about law enforcement 
arms used today, what they can and can't do under different circumstances. 
This book is valuable to both veteran officers and new recruits, and is of 
absorbing interest to serious handgun enthusiasts. 

48 chapters cover all the weapons, 
ammunition, accessories. 
Beginning with handguns, detailed review and analysis of weaponry ranges 
to rifles, shotguns, Mace, tear gas and other related police armament. Vital 
chapters are packed with information on handloaded and factory ammu­
nition including performance tables with velocity, expansion and penetra­
tion data. Special chapters cover mechanisms, maintenance and main­
tenance equipment, oils, cleaners, lubricants, preservatives for various 
conditions of police work. You'll find everything you need to know in 
this big book including sections on holsters, grips, special rigs plus an 
excellent training series. 

Written by professionals for professionals. 
Dean Grennell is Managing Editor of Gun World Magazine and a former 
peace officer. Mason Williams, the noted gun writer, is an expert on arms. 
Their collaboration is the definitive work on weapons for law and order, 
the first book written exclusively on the subject. Hundreds of photographs 
put the world of law enforcement weapons at your fingertips. 

DIGEST BOOKS, INC. 

540 Frontage Road / Northfield, Illinois 60093 

30-DA Y FULL REFUND PRIVILEGE. 
DIGEST BOOKS ARE SHIPPED POSTPAID. 

Please ship postpaid __ copies of LAW ENFORCEMENT HANDGUN 

DIGEST@ $5.95 each. Enclosed is a check or money order for$ ___ . 

0 Please send free catalog of Digest Books. 

----------- State _____ _ 
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8" GERMAN LOCKBLADE SURVIVAL KNIFE $2.25 
,1. Bledelock Rehaaa. 

"BLACK TIGER" opens With llashlng $leel nnd lnrk,: lllllU• 
111:,1lc:1lly in upcnctJ 111,~ltlon. The razor sharp !Jlt-.i·· lllade 
IH or li11c-.1 :--.01111:.:1•11 i-wel. Alw:1y,a !>harp, re:1dy for use In 
Ille grc111 11111d11on•. Ovrr:.ill lcmgth 8", t,1;lze clo:,.ed 4". ~un 
11wl:1I lmmllcs. A prel'islon made Gcl'nrnn sponsknlfc, 
Order sevcn1J. Sntlsfnclion guarnntced. Send check or 
lllOlll'Y Ol'<ICI'. $2.25 plus 35c postage. 

No. c.o.o. - Free 1972 Knife Cataloa 

LEN COMPANY, Box KC-101, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11214 

SILICONE GUN MITT 
The easy way to care 
for your guns. 
Rust inhibitor formula -
displaces moisture 
prevents rust, finger-marks 
and salt water corrosion 
Use on scopes, fishing 

: tackle and toots. • 

• • • 
I ~~:~i~~7~~T~~c~?oMJ~_E_ $19~\·/J~.:t 
I Includes: Brass barrel, Walnut stock blank. 
I steel pins, guides. springs, cast hammer, 
I trigger. cap nipple. screws, etc. 
I SENT POSTAGE PAID! I 
I FERNWOOD GUN SUPPLY ■ Dept. GM·82 I 
la - - _ .ll~ ~ ~:.oo.!·.!a.:u.!..C~e~ ~1~01'_:~~9!.-- - J 

BO-MAR FAST DRAW RIB on Browning 9mm 

FAST DRAW RIB 
Browning 9mm, S & W model 39 
and Colt Commander models. 
PATENTED LOW PROFILE 
111B W/ACCURACY TUNER 
Positive Adjustable Barrel Posi~ 
tioner for Colt Gov't Model. 
LOW PROFILE RIB • for Colt, 
Brownin9, Smith & Wesson and 
Hi-Standard. MINI RIB W/AC. 

CURACY TUNER 101· Gov't model. 

Bo-Mar Sighls & Ribs, Dept. G. 
Carthage, Texas 75633 

• ·J1iilWH&R 
deal gift. Records kill for proud hunter. 

Beautifully embossed. 
"bou Elk Turkey Mule Deer 

r Deer Coyote Brown Bear 
Bear Skunk Griuly Bear 

Moose Javalina Mountain Sheep 
Wolf Antelope Mountain Goat 

GOLD $3.25 
sterling S2. 
ea. inc. tax. 

TROPHY STUDS , 
Dept. G-M, 10802 Dreamland Dr. ,'1.1'=-~,-...,...,..· 

San Antonio, Texas 78230 

, ,.L,~;'l~i_#j~ 
• .-:r~•.-,;..-•-' • ...,...:, '· • .,-.~.--" p>' •" .I\. 

,;: GOLDEN AGE ARMS CO.,INC. 
& vlluyyMwdN.J,,'i:,j,j,lr<'J a,ul,1lr.oh 

"tl Bex 82, WORTHINGTON, OHIO 
~ 14ivlo 43015 

SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG NO. 5 
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JAN STEVENSON 
ON HANDGUNS 

(Continued from page 15) 

reasonably deep into ballistics, with 
external and terminal ballistics far 
overshadowing internal ballistics in 
reader interest. Closely allied to this 
was a desire to know what loads give 
the best trajectory, accuracy, and ter­
minal performance, from a hunting or 
combat point of view. 

And then there were others. All 
told I suppose there were a couple 
hundred suggestions for specific topics 
to be treated-one letter contained 
sixteen, each extremely technical­
and many of these lent themselves to 
almost limitless extension. 

So, iri what order shall we serve it 
all up? What exactly have you to look 
forward to in the months to come? 
Such a brace of questions overlooks a 
crucial factor, and that is that the 
content of the column is to a large ex­
tent a compromise between what I 
feel like writing about and what the 
editor wants to see. Generally he 
wants to see diversity, whereas I pre­
fer to fall onto a congenial subject as 
onto a diamond in the rough and then 
to spend months grinding the different 
facets. Also an enormous amount de­
pends on what chances to be conven­
iently underfoot on the rare weekend 
that I can settle in and work. 

PULL! 

Still, the column as a general rule 
will occupy more or less the terrain 
you have staked off for it; that is 
pretty well where I wanted it all 
along, though I refrained from saying 
so last September, and I was delighted 
to discover that is where you wanted 
it as well. As is appropriate these 
days, however, we will make a special 
effort to cater to minority interests. 

Meanwhile a bit of aimiable toler­
ance would be in order. As one of you 
noted so well, "I personally enjoy 
plinking and hunting. But hold on a 
second. I believe that one who doesn't 
study a sport in general severely lim­
its himself. I could hunt without read­
ing about target shooting and remain 
ignorant or plink without reading 
about combat shooting and miss ex­
citement." 

Or, as another of you put it some­
what magisterially, and I think he 
was speaking for us all, "I, sir, am a 
handgunner; I am interested in just 
about anything about them." 

And that generally will be our 
credo. I want to thank all of you who 
took time to participate in this; I feel 
I have gotten to know a lot of you, 
and you are honestly ~ 
a great bunch of guys. I.a 

RISING ABOVE YOUR PLATEAU 

(Continued from page 19) 

shooting at the same spots, consider 
this. By holding the gun loosely or 
cheeking it lightly on one shot, you 
may be ½ inch, or ¼ inch from the 
same spot on the gun as if you were 
holding tightly or cheeking tightly. 
This is enough to cause a miss from 
any of the handicap distances, and in 
some cases for sixteen yard or dou­
bles. 

Plateaus can also be completely 
mental, especially in handicap shoot­
ing. Far too many shooters develop a 
plateau every time they get another 
yard. These people decide in advance 
that they can't break good scores from 
the new yardage, and as a result, they 
can't. 

There are, of course, some valid 
reasons for a plateau that have not 
been mentioned. One of these can be 
in vision or other optical problems. 
One shooter I knew who was discour-

aged got new life when he found that 
his prescription for glasses was long 
overdue for change. You can't hit 'em 
if you can't see 'em. 

Personal habits may set up a pla­
teau situation. For example, one 
shooter I know ordinarily stayed up 
late, and partyed a lot, except for a 
big shoot, when he was straight arrow 
and early to bed. The change in habits 
hurt him, and he got off a plateau 
when he went back to normal. The 
same can be true in reverse. Scores 
are not helped for the shooter who is 
normally regular in his habits, but 
who partys it up before an important 
shoot. If you are in a plateau situa­
tion, one of these factors may be all 
that is keeping you from moving up­
ward. A little thinking as to which 
needs action or correction could be 
extremely rewarding. In any 
case, good shooting. 
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The Firearms Directory PISTOLS 
S & W "Tip-Up" .32 
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SMITH AND WESSON TIP-UP - .32 Cal. R.F. 

The revolver illustrated is a good example of the tip-up series of rimfire, metallic cartridge pistols produced by 
Smith aniWesson from 1857 onwards. These arms were built on a patent of Rollin White for a bored, breechless, cyl­
inder revolver, and were the first to use metallic cartridges. They were produced in large quantities and in several 
calibers, becoming highly popular as small self-defense arms. Many were carried by officers during the Civil War and 
it was a favorite boot and hide-out weapon in the West f~r years. When the patent monopoly expired, a horde of imita­
tions and improved designs flooded the market, but the original retained its popularity. 

The pistol is a five shot, single action, rim-fire re,·olver with a tip-up or bottom-break action. The sheath trigger 
without a guard, the top cylinder bolt, and the distinctive barrel latch identifies the series. The lock action is simple; the 
hammer being impelled by a swivel-connected leaf main spring and released by a bent engaging the trigger. The cyl­
inder hand is pivoted to the left of the hammer and is fitted with its own leaf spring in Colt fashion. Revolution is 
thus clockwise. The cylinder is provided with bor,,d through chambers and ratchets at the rear. It rotates on a cylinder 
pin fitted to the standing breech. As the design provides no room under the cylinder, the cylinder locking bolt is 
assembled in the top strap. The bolt activating spring is fitted with the rear sight notch. The bolt release is provided 
by the hammer in this design. 

The barrel is hinged to the front of the top strap and locked by a catch projection of the bottom of the frame. 
A round ended ejector rod is fixed beneath the barrel. This resembles a forward protrusion of the cylinder pin when 
the arm is closed. However, the actual end of the cylinder pin is seated in a recess of the barrel extension. 

Functioning: Pressing upwards on the bottom latch at the base of the barrel extension unlatches the barrel. This 
may now be hinged open and the cylinder slid forward off its pin. The chambers may be cleared of fired cases by 
reversing the cylinder and forcing each chamber in turn over the ejector rod. The cylinder is then loaded at the breech 
in standard fashion and returned to its place. Snapping the barrel downwards automatically engages the latch and the 
arm is ready to fire. 

With the first motion of cocking, the upper surface of the hammer lifts up the cylinder bolt spring, freeing the 
cylinder. With the continuation of cocking, the hammer clears the end of the bolt spring, permitting it to again force 
down the bolt. Cocking elevates the hand which rotates the cylinder. On the completion of the stroke, the cylinder bolt 
snaps into the uppermost cylinder recess and the trigger engages the full cock bent. On pressing the trigger, the arm is 
fired and the cycle ready for repetition. 

Stripping: The normal process of loading provides sufficient disasse·mbly for field stripping. Further stripping is 
simple. Unscrew the barrel hinge pin and remove barrel. Turn out barrel latch pin at rear of barrel extension and 
ease out barrel latch and spring. Unscrew side plate on left of frame and tap off side plate. Unscrew grips. Drive out 
trigger pin left to right and remove trigger and spring. Compress main spring to disengage swivel from hammer. Lock­
ing bolt and spring are held by transverse pins. Reverse to reassemble. Use care when attaching swivel as it is easily 
broken. 

The illustrated arm is characteristic of types produced in 1859, known as the second model .32. These have fluted 
cylinders with round barrels fitted with integral top ribs. The early model .32 had a round cylinder and an octagonal 
barrel. Both weapons have five groove, left hand twist boring. Great variety in detail distinguishes the various models 
and collectors disagree as to nomenclature. The earliest model seems to be the seven shot, .22 RF with a rounded brass 
frame, hinged nose hammer and a barrel latch at the rear of the cylinder near the trigger. This was introduced in 1857 
and had a 31/s" octagonal barrel with a three grooved, left hand twist bore. All models could be obtained with silver 
or gold plated and engraved frames, and pearl or ivory stocks, as the arm was a favorite presentation piece. The normal 
finish was bright or nickel plate with wooden stocks. Brass frame revolvers were generally plated. Steel frames could be 
obtained in case-mottling or blue. The butt appeared in two forms, a bird head shape or a flared end, straight bottom 
shape. Many of the tip-up models were sold cased, with a box of ammunition. Cased pairs are not unknown. 

Evaluation: The tip-up models were made with care and usually have a fine trigger pull. The early rim-fire car­
tridges were poorly made, with soft cases and sensitive primers. Burst heads and jammed cases were not infrequent, as 
were occasional prematures due to primers striking the recoil plate on firing or even when handled loosely. Despite 
this, the convenience of fixed ammunition was enough to guarantee the success of the model. The tip-up model was re­
sponsible for many queer arms designed to circumvent White's patent, such as the Moore, Slocum, Bacon and Thuer 
conversion systems. The arm is now obsolete. (Do not use Hi-Speed .22 ammunition in thP. tip-up revolver!) 

P. A. MIRANDA 
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CZECH MODEL 1938- Cal. .380 ACP 

This pistol is popularly known as the CZ, double-action Strakonice, from the manufacturer's address stamped on 
the slide. The weapon was a standard Czech sidearm produced by the Ceska Zbrojovka official arms works, and was also 
manufactured commercially for export. The pistol was extensively used throughout Eastern Europe, the Germans using 
it as a substitute standard after their absorption of Czecho-SJovakia. The pistol shows some points of resemblance to the 
earlier model of 1927 and its prototype, the pocket Mauser of 1910, but it has several unique features. 
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Although it is commonly known as a double-action arm, the pistol has only the trigger activated lockwork system in­
troduced in the Roth-Steyr model of 1907. This is not a self-cocking arm. The weapon is a blow-back, slide activated, 
semi-automatic, fired by a swinging hammer and fed by a detachable, nine shot, pox magazine in the butt. The slide has 
the usual integral breech block mounting a floating firing pin retained by a vertically mortised block and a claw ex­
tractor on the left of the ejection port cut in the top of the slide. Mating grooves are proviged to engage the frame. 
The slide nose forms a closed sleeve for about 1 ½", which surrounds the barrel. The barrel is pinned at the muzzle to 
a block hinged to the front of the frame. The recoil spring is mounted in a trough of the frame forming an extension 
of the trigger guard. A stud on its forward compressor engages a hole in the bottom of the slide nose and its rear bear­
ing provides.tension for the slide locking block. This has splines which engage in the slide grooves. An external thumb­
piece is provided to push it forwards, positioning the splines opposite the slide disassembly cuts. 

The trigger is of the pivoted type, its rotation drawing forwards a spring loaded sear bar which traverses the 
left side of the frame. The end of the sear bar is provided with a hook which engages an off-set cam of the burr 
hammer. A separate disconnector activated by the slide depresses the sear bar out of hammer engagement, except in 
the firing position. As in the earlier Model 1927, the lockwork is covered by a side plate mortised into the left of the 
frame, which is retained by a guide groove engaging the slide. The hammer is impelled by a leaf spring and has no 
bent or thumb grooves. The magazine release is at the butt bottom. 

Functioning: The pistol can only be carried with the hammer down. Pulling the trigger draws the sear bar for­
wards, raising the hammer. At full cock, the hammer escapes the sear bar hook, flying forward to fire the round. The 
slide is blown back against recoil spring tension, forcing the hammer back and extracting the case. The ejector is 
mounted centrally behind the magazine, so that ejection is forwards and upwards. On counter-recoil, the slide re­
cham~ers a round from the magazine; th_e hammer, having no bent, follows the slide forwards. There is no manual 
safety in this design. The slide is locked open on the last shot by the magazine follower, but runs forward when the 
magazine is removed for reloading. 

Operation: Press magazine release rearwards and withdraw magazine. Load instandard fashion. Reinsert. Draw 
slide fully rearward and release to chamber first round. The hammer will be down. Do not attempt to cock the piece. 

Field Stripping: Withdraw magazine. Push slide lock thumb-piece on left side forward. Maintaining pressure, 
lift slide upwards around hinge. Pull slide off barrel rearwards. 

Further Stripping: Push rearward on forward recoil spring compressor and lift front out of trough. Ease out 
spring. Push out slide lock thumb-piece pin to left, lift out slide lock block. Unscrew grip and pry up side plate cover. 
Lockwork lifts off pins. Hinge pin may be unscrewed. Unpinning the barrel from the block is not recommended. To 
disassemble slide, push in firing pin rear and slide up retaining block. Ease out components. Reverse to assemble arm. 

The pistol is rather large for its caliber, weighing 26 ozs. empty, with a barrel length of 3¾" and an overall 
length of 71/s". The rifling usually has six grooves with one right turn in 10". (Some models have four grooves.) The 
one piece grip of 1910 Mauser pattern is plastic. The finish is a fine rust blue with bright polished hammer. The front 
sight is an integral part of the hinged block, the rear is dovetailed into the slide for lateral adjustment. 

A number of variants may be encountered. A rare ex_perimental model was provided with a sear and hammer 
bent so that the arm was a true double-action, cocked by the slide. Some arms were chambered for the Czech Model 
1922 9 mm cartridge. This had a different rim diameter than the .380 ACP. A locked breech type was also produced 
which is superficially similar in appearance. 

Evaluation: The pistol is of excellent materials and is finished superbly, the military model being equal to the 
commercial in this respect. Functioning is reliable and the design excellent for hard duty and long wear. However, 
although the trigger-cocking system is very safe, it makes the arm difficult to point and to level at the moment of 
discharge. The very easy and quick field stripping system is noteworthy. 

P.A. MIRANDA 
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RANGEMATIC: 

ACCURATE DISTANCE MEASUREMENTS 

(Continued from page 31) 

shooting place, as well as putting one 
decoy directly out at the 55 yard 
range, fronting my hideout. 

Later, during the slow periods be­
tween flights of Bluebill, I did consid­
erable experimenting with this range 
finder, measuring yardages of gulls 
coming over my hideout, shorebirds 
prospecting the mudflats, and even a 
brace of snipe washed off the tidal 
flats at high slack. With a little prac­
tice, I found no trouble getting on 
flighting birds, and by pre-setting the 
range marker to within 10 or 15 yards 
of my targets, I had plenty of time to 
get an accurate range reading. 

Pass shooting Canvasback duck, the 
range finder certainly paid its way. 
These, the fastest of all ducks, as well 
as the largest, came over the small is­
land where I hid. They flighted be­
tween the lower and upper section of 
a lake. There were enough mixed 
ducks to make out a bag after I ac­
quired a limit of two Canvasback. But 
it was these two ducks that engaged 
my chief attention each day I gunned. 
While the other ducks,-Widgeon, 
Goldeneye, Mallard, Gadwall,-traded 
back and forth, came across the small 
island at 40 to 45 yards range, the 
Canvasback rubbed the 60 yard mark. 
Oddly enough, being larger than the 
other ducks, they seemed to be flight­
ing at about the same range as the 
lesser species-until I began measur­
ing ranges. 

One item in connection with this 
range finding engaged my attention 
almost at once, snipe shooting. These 
small bog jumpers, coming out of the 
short stubble on overflow land where 
I hunt them, quite often swing to ei­
ther side affording a right or left 
passing shot. Drop one and you can 
range on either the falling bird or a 
clump of nearby swamp grass. Ranges 
are always longer than is commonly 
supposed. One day, while collecting a 
limit of eight birds, I managed four 
passing shots, with the snipe falling at 
40, 45, 40 and 55 yards-a plenty long 
range for snipe gunning. 

Such range finding spelled out a 
gunning contention that I have always 
held that it is just about as easy to get 
on target at maximum range as it is to 
get on target at the shorter distances. 
The process is the same in either case. 
What usually cancels out the longer 
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shot is either lack of individual pellet 
energy, or lack 6£ pattern density. 
Both snipe gunning and shooting duck 
over decoys spelled out the necessity 
for larger shot in each case. In gun­
ning duck I changed from 6's, with a 
maximum range of around 45 yards, 
to long range handloads capable of 
taking them out up to 60 yards. The 
snipe gunning spelled out a change 
from my usual 8's to a 7½ size, as 
well as indicating full choke instead 
of the modified barrel that is my 
usual preference. 

Turning to the other model of the 
Rangematic, with its calibrations from 
50 to 1000 yards, I checked this out on 
feeding deer time after time. I con­
fined my testing to ranges from 100 to 
440 yards. While the instrument is 
calibrated to an extreme distance of 
1000 yards, I didn't go beyond the 440 
yard mark, feeling that this is about 
maximum range for big game field 
shooting. 

Accuracy appeared acceptable all 
along the line-though this required a 
bit of practice to get the best out of 
the instrument. One intriguing factor 
of this long range model is the iµter­
changeable scales that may be used to 
show bullet drop over the distance. 
Suppose you are using a .30/06, 
sighted in to hit point of aim at 200 
yards with a 150 grain bullet at nomi­
nal velocity. By inserting the proper 
bullet drop scale ( #7) you come up 
with the following bullet drop data: 

Range Point of aim Bullet drop 
200 yards ....... 0 ....... 0 
250 yards ....... 0 ....... 3 ¾ inches 
300 yards ....... 0 ....... 9 ¾ inches 
350 yards ....... 0 ....... 16 ¾ inches 
400 yards ....... 0 ....... 25 ¾ inches 
450 yards ....... 0 ....... 37 ¾ inches 
500 yards ....... 0 ....... 50 ¾ inches 

This is excellent, practical field data 
for those using the venerable .30/06 
for hunting. It is typical of the data 
supplied by the various scales for the 
Rangematic witp. all calibers and 
nominal bullet weights from the .218 
Bee, to the .460 Weatherby Magnum. 
These scales, incidentally, are easily 
inserted or removed from the range­
finder, and give almost instant, practi­
cal readings for all ranges out to 500 
yards with the larger calibers. 

Got a mule deer buck standing 
(Continued on page 56) 
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For the purchase and sale of 
antique pistols, rifles, edged 

armour. 

I P .0. Box 428 
ROBERT ABELS, nc. Hopewell Junction, N.Y. 12533 
Tell us what you are interested in and we will for­
ward photos of available items. 

NAME . . . . . . . . ..................••..••••• 

ADDRESS ..................••••••••• , , • • •., 

CITY ................ STATE ...... ZIP ...... . 

·--------------------------
The knife for 

hunting, 
flahlng and 

all around 
use. Mirror 

polished, Im­
ported stainless 

.steel blade honed 
to a razor's edge. 

Rugged. Opens wlth 
flick of finger. Locks Into 

position. Blade will not close 
when In use. Press button tn 
handle to close. Safety finger 

gu.tnl. Sure-grip handle. Bal­
anced for target t.hrowlng. IF BROKEN 

WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE AT 
NO CHARGE! Use 30 d.-ys. Money back If not 
ple:1..,e1I. Special le Sale. REG. PHI<..:E $1.08. 

Send $1.00 k rec<.•l\'e 2 knives. Add 40c post• 
age, handlln~. Remit TOTAL 52.48 for 2 knives. 

OJUJl-:H NOW! Mldwei,,t Knife Co .. 0043 S. Western 
Ave., Uevt. DD-4240, Chicago. Ill. 60620. Est. 1936. 

LEARN CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATION 
Prepare at home for an exciting job, good 
pay, security! We teach you at home in 
spare time. Learn Fin~er Printing, Fire• 
arms Identification, Criminal lnvestiga· 
tion, Police Photography. Low cost; easy 
terms. Over800Bureausof Identification 

~.iijf~~~~k ~fa8~i~~~!_'}';!~1 rs~Ife~~~~ 
please. (A Corre11po1tdl'TlCe&hool Si11.ce1916). 

INSTITUTE OF APPLIED SCIENCE. 1020 Sunnyside Ave .• 
Dept. 2617. (:hk:igo, Ill. 60640 

FOR A SPARKLING 
CLEAN BORE 

• Neutralizes 
acid residue. 
• Removes leading and 
metal. fouling. 
• Spray can ends contamina­
tion due to dirty patches. 
• Ends loss of effectiveness 
due to evaporation of solvent. 

5 oz. can $1.39 pp. 

Jet-Aer Corp.,Paterson, N. J. 07524 

f.@1113 PISTOL CARTRIDGE DIES 
USERS REPORT OVER 1,000,000 GUARANTEED FOR 200,000 

lONG IIFE • NO SCRATCHING • NO GAIIING 
MANUFACTURED 6Y 

~ 'Dte & ?!!19. {Jo, 
'[M[KTED CARB>Dt (AI\BOLOY CTRAOt MARKI 

P. 0. BOX 226 • COVINA, CALIF. 

Latest Model 8 Shot 

TEAR GAS REVOLVER 

Fires 22 cal. tear gas or blank 
ammo,solid metal construction, 
single or double action. Fires 8 
rounds in seconds. Use for self 
protection-theatre-dog training 
-sporting events. Purchaser must 
be over 21. No shipment fo New 
York or California. Only $3.75 plus 25¢ 
handling charges. Money back guarantee. 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 
P.O. Box 434, Dept. TG-127 • Westbury, N.Y. 11590 
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MMC ADJUSTABLE PISTOL SIGHTS 
EXTRA LOW PROFILE WORKS 

WITH FACTORY FRONT SIGHT 

COLT 
.45 

$15.85 w/white outline $14.26 w/plain leaf 
Now Available for Colt .45 Auto - Browning 
High Power - High Standard Autos - Ruger 
Std. Auto. 

Free Brochure 
Dealer and Jobber Inquiries Invited 

MINIATURE MACHINE CO., Dept. GM 
212 E. Spruce St. Deming, New Mexico 88030 

~ 
THE MUSEUM OF HISTORICAL ARMS 

SERVING COLLECTORS FOR 20 YEARS 
OFFERING THE MOST HARD TO FINO AND DESIRABLE 

ANTIQUE FIREARMS 
EDGED WEAPONS 

and related items from the U.S. and all over the World for 
sale in its exciting, thick, 220 pag~ catalog-reference book. 
Over 1000 items, all photo-illustrated, fully described and 
priced to sell. This valuable book will be sent to you 
immediately via first class mail upon receipt of $2. You 
don't want to miss it. 

THE MUSEUM OF HISTORICAL ARMS 
1038 Alton Road, Dept. N Miami Beach,Fla.33139 
Florida residents add 8c tax 

MOMENTOS of the infamous 3rd REICH. Cast NAZI 
Eagle-Wall Plaque 7"x20" Wide. Rugged Solid 
Aluminum $10.00 postpaid. 

Our fully 
Illustrated Flags, De• 
re Ii c collector's cals, A r m 
CATALOG of , • , B a n d s & other 
HelmPts, Hats, Med- hard • to - find 
als, Pins, Badge•, items. CATALOG free 

:~~kMan~:r:~·Sta~:!: :i
th

Y ~r~er,o~r :it~i~ 
W.W . .:ft2-G Ltd., Box 2063, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 

SHAVE WITH YOUR KNIFE! 
RAZOR EDGE 
sharpener clamps 
to the back of ANY 
knife and insures 
a perfect angle and 
control. A shavinp 
edpe is GUARANTEED along the 
ENTIRE blade. Kit also includes 
two 2x6 custom hones. 

Knife sharpener . . . $11. 9 5 
Knife AND Arrow sharpener .. . $14.95 
Leatherette zipper carrying c:ase . . . 

$4.95 extra 
Super ultra fine hone ... $16.00 
RAZOR EDGE, Dept. G-8, Box 203 
BUTLER, WIS. 53007 414-383-4430 

(Wis. res. • 4% No C.0.D.) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS 
Uooklet describing latest pistol regulations per­
taining to nossessing, cafrying, and vurchasing of 
hand guns for all states $1.00. 

FEDERAL GUN LAWS 
Booklet outlining latest federal Jaws concerning 
firearms $LOO. CllHill DJcTF.C'l'ION EQUIPMENT, 
CATALOG. $1.00. Henry Schlesinger, 415 E. 52 
St .. New Yori< GS-n. N. Y. 10022. 
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across a deep Western canyon? You 
an~ a bit uncertain about the range. 
Your 7MM Remington is sighted in to 
hit point of aim at 200 yards. So-us­
ipg the proper scale, which you'll 
have in the range finder to comple­
ment t.p.e caliber and bullet weight 
you carry, as well as the velocity, you 
take a range reading. Game is at the 
300 yard mark. You are using a 150 
grain bullet. The read-off shows the 
game standing at "300 yards. Bullet 
drop will be about I?½ inches with a 
dead on hold. Suppose, however, you 
are taking fl.ill advantage of this cali­
ber's long range ability. You'll proba­
bly zero in at 300 yards. This has been 
anticipated. There is a blank scale 
available so you can write your own 
ballistic ticket for drop figures-wild­
cat, special handload, or special sight­
ing-in adjustment. 

Operational technique, at least in 
my case, improved with use. The best, 
most accurate range findings, came of 
averaging two or three readings for 
the longer distances. Where time pre­
vents this, as in taking a reading on 
moving big game, the best, most accu­
rate readings were made by coming 
quickly on target, rolling by the indi­
cated reading, then back for the final 
assessment. This particular checkmate 
is rapidly and easily done after a bit 
of practice, and deiivered very accu­
rate range readings. It's simply a mat­
ter of merl5ing the two images seen 

WEATHERBY: 

A HUNTER 1S IDEAL PAIR 

through the eyepiece by turning the 
yardage dial on the left ;=,ide of the 
unit. 

All in all, this Rangematic will find 
hunter use, otI-season and in-season. 
If you are primarily interested in 
wildfowling and field gunning, obtain 
the shorter range model. If you are an 
out and put long range rifleman, ob­
tain the long range model. Get the 
scales from your dealer that indicates 
bullet drop for the caliber, velocity 
and bullet weight you are using. In 
addition, obt;:iin one of the blank 
SCi!les so you may enter the bullet 
drop of your special handload, or 
wildcat, once you have worked these 
put. 

The entire package, including the 
holster for the range finder, is mo­
d~stly priced at $29.85, at your sport­
ing goods dealer, or direct from Rang­
ing, Inc., P.O. Box 9106, Rochester, 
N.Y. 14625. The bullet drop scales 
come extra. You'll find it a nice in­
strument to play around with this 
summer, pest shooting. When autumn 
comes, and you have that moose or 
elk of a lifetime under your rifle, an 
accurate range reading may be the 
one factor that'll give you a clean, one 
shot kill. The price, measured against 
th.it, is very modest indeed. I know 
th;:it from here on out, I'll have one or 
the other of these Rangematic models 
with me where 
ever I hunt. C. 

(Continued from page 41) 

sportsmen who are looking for sturdy 
performance. 

The auto-loader, dubbed the "Cen­
turion" by the imaginative Weath­
erby, has a slightly muzzle heavy 
feeling which contributes materially 
to a good balance. A gun with the 
preponderance of weight in the back 
end never swings smoothly. The Cen­
turion sports an anodized aluminum 
alloy receiver which provides for a 
balance farther up forward than most 
scatterguns. This receiver is sleek and 
racy in profile and is identical to the 
action on the Weatherby pump gun. 
This latter is known as the "Patri­
cian" model-and more about it later. 

The automatic holds 4 cartridges 
when fully loaded. As it. comes from 
the factory it is plugged to cont;:iin 
only two rounds in the magazine, to 
conform with federal law. The gun is 
chambered for the standard 2¾'r 12 

gauge cartridge. The 20 gauge Centu­
rion is chambered for the 3" shell. 
Barrels are 26", 28" and 30" in length, 
with the shortest bored skeet, im­
proved cylinder and modified choke; 
the 28-inch either modified or full; 
and the 30-inch offered only in full 
choke. The two guns shipped for field 
test had 26 inch improved cylinder 
barrels. These were slightly under 
standard diameter, both running .725" 
(.729" is usually accepted as standard 
cylinder diameter) with a choke in 
the last half-inch of the muzzle of 
.005". Patterns with Remington RXP 
and Federal target loads ran a con­
sistent 38% tq 43% for 25 patterns. 
This is good performance. 

I tried a dozen slug loads, the new­
est S&W-Fiqcchi loading, and found 
for some reason the pump gun shot 
better than the auto. Just why this 
would be I could not establish, for 
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both barrels are identical inside. The 
slugs grouped into the standard 
American 25 yard pistol target at 50 
yards. Again, good shooting. 

The chromemoly barrels on both 
shotguns sport a raised ventilated rib. 
It is%{' in width and grooved at right 
angles to the line of sight to break up 
light refraction. There is only one 
sight, which is too bad; a second bead 
about midway of the rib prevents 
cross-firing. The top of the receiver, 
in the sighting plane, has been 
grooved to dampen light reflection but 
the receiver on either side of this 
sighting line is blued. The sides of the 
anodized receiver are finished in .a 
dull nonreflective finish. 

These shotguns are not standard 
models in the customary sense. Roy 
Weatherby calls them his "standard" 
models but his rifles are dubbed the 
same way and all are really deluxe 
firearms. The shotguns are the same. 
This is no better evidenced than by 
an inspection of the quality of the 
wood in mainstock and forearm. This, 
according to Weatherby, is selected 
American Walnut. 

I seldom see American Walnut of 
this grade. And certainly it is selected 
alright! It is exceedingly handsome 
with a deep rich grain, covered with a 
lacquer to bring out its full body and 
coloration, and meticulously matched 
in both main butt and forestock. The 
checkering is all handwrought. It runs 
an honest 20-lines-to-the-inch and is 
without any tool over-runs in the 
borders. 

There is a comfortable pistol grip, 
with a reach from trigger to grip of 
3½ inches, which is very close to per­
fect for the average hand. The grip is 
capped with a white spacer and a 
black crown into which has been set 
the traditional Weatherby trademark, 
the ivory diamond. The buttstock is 
graced by a high quality Pachmayr 
recoil pad set off with a pair of line 
spacers, the one black the other white. 
These stocks are obviously made by a 
coterie of stockmakers in the Weath­
erby plant at South Gate. A close ex­
amination of the two indicates minor 
differences which is indicative of the 
individuality of each stockmaker. 

The butt stock on the Centurion 
runs 14K{' length of pull while the 
pump gun has a stock of but 14 
inches. The Centurion indicates a 
drop at comb of i%l'; the pump re­
peater goes 11½{'. The Centurion has a 
drop at heel of 2¼ inches; the Patri­
cian reveals. 21½{'. Both shotguns are 
down pitched differently. The auto­
matic has 1 %"; the· pump 2¾ inches. 
The Centurion weighs 7 lb., 5 oz.; the 
Patrician is lighter, 7 lbs., 1 oz. These 
are excellent weights for upland guns, 
for skeet, and any loading except the 
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magnum charges. A gun at but seven 
and a quarter pounds will handle fast 
throughout the day and leave the 
gunner still responsive and aci;:urate 
at day's end. These are distinctly not 
shotguns for the 11h" oz. magnum 
charges customarily fired at ducks 
and geese. They will belt the hell out 
of you and take a lot of fun out of the 
shooting, 

The automatic is distinctly the light­
er on tecoil of the • two models. It is 
gas-funtioned and for this reason the 
sensation of recoil is lengthened and 
prolonged and thus seemingly soft­
ened. The pump gun slams you a whole 
lot faster. The Weatherby gas system 
is pretty conventional. It consists of 
the usual double gas ports located 
about midway of the tube. The gas jets 
through these two ports and enters a 
hollowed-out piston. This piston is 
drilled through its center and sH~es 
on a shaft which is screwed into the 
front end of the magazine tube. As 
the pistoh moves backward under the 
impulse of the gases it bangs into the 
operating rods which are attached to a 
tubing about the magazine. 

There are bleed holes in the shaft 
which supports the piston and in the ' 
case of magnum loadings these vents 
syphon off the excess gases. This sof­
tens the blow to the operating rods 
and the breechbolt. The gases are 
shunted up forward and escape from 
the gun through a ventilated maga­
zine cap which is neatly countersunk 
in the front end of the forearm. 
Weatherby has purposely designed a 
lag time in the opening of the bteech­
bolt • to permit the shot charge to es-' 
cape the muzzle before the bolt lock 
commences to open. It is a very con­
ventional lock, moving into position 
in the barrel extension. There is a 
disconnector so you cannot get two 
discharges with one pull of the trig­
ger. The pump gun has the same dis­
connector, if anything more necessary 
in this model, because of the fact that 
occasionally you see a fellow who for­
gets to release the trigger when he 
shuffles the slide. He gets that second 
shot off a mite before he wants it. 
This cannot happen with the Patrician 
model. 

The piston, the magazine tubing and 
the barrel which supports the twin 
operating rods are all chromium 
plated. This obvitates rusting and 
makes cleaning a lot more handy. The 
breechbolt is aiso chromium finished 
and is grooved after the inimitable 
Weatherby fashion. The Mark V rifle 
bolt is grooved. It is pretty apparent 
where the designer got his idea for 
also grooving the shotgun breech­
blocks. This feature helps to improve 
the movement of the bolt, it contrib-

( Continued on page 58) 
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utes to self-cleaning, and eliminates a 
tendency to bind or cramp. The shell 
carrier is also chromed, a good wrin­
kle for the carrier, if it is of common 
stock, tends to rust. The trigger is 
gold-plated-a rather needless touch, 
I thought. The safety is the cross-bolt 
type located in the near end of the 
trigger guard. A conventional button 
on the right side of the Centurion re­
ceiver serves to rel:ease the bolt. On 
the Patrician tliere is a handy little 
lever on the receiver just above the 
trigger which when pressed will un­
lock the action so the slide can be 
shuffled. It too is gold-plated. 

The trigger assembly is completely 
conventional. It is readily removable 
by drifting out two tapered pins. A 
worthwhile feature of the Weatherbys 
is that neither gun has a screw in it. 

Guns may look quite appealing and 
certainly these latest from Weatherby 
seem to have everything, but how 
well will they shoot? That is the test 
of the pudding. After all, a shotgun is 
a tool, a device for hurling a shot 
charge, and if it will not direct that 
load of pellets where the gunner dic­
tates then regardless of its beauty of 
line and frame it is worthless. 

Unfortunately, the test arms ar­
rived when the hunting season was 
closed. It would not be possible to 
shoot any game for a month or more. 
However, skeet has no season and 
there was every reason to try both 
models on the winging clays. Both 
guns are bored improved cylinder, an 
excellent choke for the short range 
sport. Plug gauges indicated there was 
only .005" choke in either barrel. This 
is about as near perfect for skeet 
birds, bobwhite quail, grouse, snipe 
and woodcock as you can achieve. I 
hurried off to my favorite skeet 
grounds. 

I shot 50 targets with the auto-

CANVAS LAWMEN: 

loader, firing the new Remington 
RXP target load, it contains 11/s oz. of 
No. 8½ shot ahead of 3 drams of pow­
der. The score was 49. I then switched 
to Federal Champion target loads, 11/s 
oz. of No. 9 with 2¾ drs. equiv. of 
powder. With this load I got a straight 
50. This made a 99 for the first hun­
dred shots out of the new gun. De­
spite the fact that the stock is a mite 
too straight for skeet shooting I had 
no trouble with it. A straight stock is 
apt to cause you to over-shoot an oc­
casional target, but this did not hap­
pen. The gun performed flawlessly. It 
accepted the change from Remington 
plastics to Federal plastics and never 
bobbled. I tore the gun down after the 
shooting stint and found the powder 
residue easily wiped off the chromed 
surfaces of the gas system. 

Immediately after the 100 shots with 
the Centurion I swung over to the 
pump repeater. I fired the first 25 
shots with RXP and a following 25 
with Federal. Because I have been 
shooting autoloaders and the over­
/under at skeet these last few years I 
was a bit poky with the slide. I came 
out of the 50 targets with a 48. The 
gun swung and moved and pointed 
quite as smoothly and as effortlessly 
as had the Centurion and because the 
stock is not quite as long and has a bit 
more drop at both comb and heel I 
believe I pointed it better. But I was a 
trifle awkward with the pump and 
this probably accounted for the two 
lost targets. A half-dozen rounds with 
the pump would serve to sharpen me 
up again and I would handle it quite 
efficiently. 

These are finely designed and me­
ticulously assembled shotguns. Qual­
ity of a most pleasing kind is obvious 
throughout both arms. I'd predict both 
will appeal to a host of 
discriminating owners. 

PORTRAIT OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

(Continued from page 38) 

with the Western artists of today, 
especially their interpretation of a 
frontier lawman. 

Charles M. Russell was perhaps one 
of the greatest of Western artists. He 
had lived during the harsh times of 
early Montana and saw first hand all 
of the characters that made up fron­
tier life. In one of his colorful paint­
ings of 1914 entitled, "The Call of The 
Law," he shows a lawman on horse­
back wearing the heavy clothes of a 
cold Montana and displaying his 
badge with one hand and holding a 

Winchester on a pair of surprised law 
breakers. Russell worked as a cowboy 
on cattle ranches in Montana and 
could have witnessed a scene like this. 
Every detail is captured in this pic­
ture, from the Bull-Durham bag 
hanging from the pocket of one out­
law to the complete surprise on their 
faces. 

Another famous artist whose illus­
trations have contributed greatly 
toward preserving the feel of the old 
West is Newell Converse Wyeth, who 
could be called the "Painter of Men in 
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Action." His technique and talent 
captured a real atmosphere of the 
wild west in each of his paintings. 
Even his many illustrations that ap­
peared in Scribner's, Harper's, Col­
lier's, McClure's, and many books are 
now becoming collector's items. When 
you speak of N. C. Wyeth you are 
speaking of a famous family of artists. 
His son Andrew is a distinguished and 
famous artist of today. His daughter 
Henrietta (Mrs. Peter Hurd) is held 
in high esteem internationally for her 
portraits and, of course, her husband 
is the famous New Mexico painter, 
muralist, lithographer, and illustrator. 
Another daughter, Ann Wyeth is 
married to Mr. John McCoy, a water 
colorist of note. N. C. Wyeth was a 
dedicated painter, and he, too, lived 
the Wes tern roles he depicted on can­
vas. 

One of his dramatic paintings of a 
frontier marshal and his posse is a 
fine example of his interpretation of a 
Western lawman. This was painted in 
1907 to illustrate the book "Langford 
of the Three Bars," by Kate and Vir­
gil D. Boyles. Looking at it, you can 
almost feel and taste the alkaline dust 
kicked up by the possemen's horses. 

Ellbridge Ayer Burbank, is proba­
bly lessor known as a Wes tern artist, 
but never the less is highly talented 
in portraying the West on canvas. He 
is especially noted for his very fine 
painted portraits of numerous Sioux, 
Cheyennes, Crows, Moquis, Utes, Os­
ages, and Arapahoe Indians. Some 
very fine examples of his Indian art 
work is contained in the famous art 
collection of the Hubbell Trading Post 
in Arizona. 

Burbank also did unique portrait 
sketches of three famous men in 
Western frontier history, Wild Bill 
Hickok, General George A. Custer, 
and Colonel Buffalo Bill Cody. Illus­
trated here is the likeness he did of 
one of the most famous lawmen, Wild 
Bill Hickok. 

The list could go on and on of the 
many talented artists who have por­
trayed the West and its lawmen on 
canvas. Their works are well pre­
served throughout the cbuntry in 
museums and private collections. 

We are fortunate that today a new 
breed of Western artists are lending 
their talents in displaying today and 
yesterday's West. In a way, they have 
taken on a task that presents different 
problems from the past masters. First, 
they have to strive for originality and 
not let the art of Russell, Wyeth, Bur­
bank, and others affect their style or 
technique. The successful artist of 
today has to research with photo­
graphs, artifacts, and a collection of 

(Continued on page 60) 
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assorted Wes tern relics to depict any 
scene or character of the early fron­
tier. The proof that the contemporary 
artist has accomplished this can be 
seen at the many museums, galleries, 
and collections that exhibit their 
work. 

I am fortunate that several of these 
fine artists agreed to execute a piece 
of work exclusively for this article. 
Here for the firs.t time ever pub­
lished, are several excellent examples 
of their interpretation of a frontier 
lawman. Unique to this presentation 
is that all of these gentlemen are in­
volved in different fields of art. One is 
a art teacher in a high school, another 
an art director and supervisor for an 
advertising agency; still another a 
magazine and book illustrator; and 
finally, a famous cartoon strip artist. 
This makes a most interesting cross 
section of artists and their interpreta­
tion of the frontier lawman. 

Ernie Badynski of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico is the high school art teacher. 
He is prominently known throughout 
the Southwest for his bronze sculp­
ture work. Although he has done 
some fine oil paintings, sculpture is 
his first love. 

As illusirated, his contribution is a 
fine bronze originally entitled, "Half­
Breed." Because of the silver star 
added to this particular bronze he re­
titled it, "Reservation Justice." This 
unique piece, representing an Indian 
Policeman, is number 5 of five origi­
nally cast in the lost wax process. It 
stands 15 inches high on a solid ·wal­
nut base with "Badynski" burned into 
the base. 

In my interview with Ernie I 
wanted to know why he picked this 
particular character as his interpreta­
tion. I quote his answer; "As with 
most good Western Art this bronze 
tells a story. All of the great cowboy 
artists had this factor in their work, 
the title of the painting or sculpture 
sort of draws you into the story." 

But like many artists, Ernie is mod­
est in his description and choice. So I 
took the liberty to add my interpreta­
tion as I viewed his bronze. 

Title it what you may, but this 
gaunt figure tells,the whole story at a 
glance. As you look at this emanci­
pated loner, the past, present, and fu­
ture are revealed. His clothing, hang­
ing on his meager frame suggests the 
poverty, hunger, and loneliness of the 
past. The present is revealed in his 
chosen job by the shiny star worn 
proudly and boldly on his chest. The 
tool of his trade, a shotgun, clutched 
in his bony hand will decide his fu­
ture; hunt the lawless, kill or be 
killed. 

Ernie Badynski has just completed 

two more Western bronzes. One enti­
tled, "End of a Buffalo Hunter" and 
the other "Hold Out." His work is 
currently displayed at the following 
art galleries; 22 Gallery, 222 E. Cin­
cinnati, El Paso, Texas.-Canyon Road 
Art Gallery, 710 Canyon Road, Santa 
Fe, New Mexico.,-Gold Key Art 
Gallery, 88 W. 5th Ave., Scottsdale, 
Arizona.-Marshall Field & Co., 111 N. 
State St., Chicago, Ill. 

Don Johrtston of Richton Park, Ill. 
is an art director and supervisor for a 
large advertising firm in Chicago. His 
paintings are prized possessions in 
many private collections throughout 
the country. He has directed and spe­
cialized his talents to the frontier 
lawman and outlaws. 

In his contribution he painted his 
interpretation of a lawman seated in a 
Captain's chair, popular and common 
in the old West, holding a sawed-off 
double barrel shotgun as he surveys 
the scene before him. Don chose a 
sepia type coloring, remarking that he 
sees the story of our Western frontier 
as a giant sepia tin-type photograph. 
In his opinion, old photos are the 
closest tie we have to the true charac­
ter of the West. One thing else he 
mentions is the fact that the artist of 
today has the advantage the old 
Western artists never had and that is 
we are able to take only the positive 
and most romantic aspects of the 
older days. They do not have to live 
through the undesirable aspects of 
those days. 

Don is currently preparing a large 
collection of his unique Wes tern art 
work for a one man show to be held 
at the Marshall Field & Co. Store of 
Chicago, Ill. In this group of art he 
will be depicting such characters as 
Belle Starr, Billy the Kid, Earp 
Brothers and Doc.Holliday, Wild Bill 
Hickok, Jesse James, and others in a 
most dramatic and original rendering. 

An artist who is fast becoming well 
known and respected for his authentic 
paintings and book illustrations of the 
Civil War and the early Western 
frontier is writer and illustrator, Er­
nest Lisle Reedstrom of Cedar Lake, 
Indiana. His work is outstanding in 
every artistic medium and his atten­
tion and knowledge for detail give his 
art added significance. 

Reedstrom's pen and ink sketch 
presentation of a lawman shown here 
is clearly original. His choice is 
unique and fresh. Much research is 
reflected in the clothing and dress of 
this frontier character. Note the coat, 
vest, tie, and hat all show the astute 
attention given details. This is charac­
teristic of Reedstrom's artistic talent. 

His own painting of "Custer's Last 
(Continued on page 75) 
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to know about his favorite kind of hunting. 

ORDER YOUR BOOKS NOW! 

Regular Price ............................... , .. , .. . $24.95 
Subscribers Pay Only . ............................... $20.00 

MODERN ABC's OF GUNS by Steindler 
This comprehensive new study cuts through today's out­
pouring of technicalities about rifles. shotguns. handguns, 
calibers. sights. stocks, recoil, ballistics, etc. MODERN 
ABC's OF GUNS sharpshoots on how to study and enluate 
guns and ammunition ads, descriptions, catalogs. It shO\n 
and tells how to examine, evaluate and buy a gun. Topped­
oft' with bull's-eye definitions of the 125 most commonly 
used terms, ABC's has more than ftfty selected photographs 
and drawings. 

Regular Price ......................... $4.95 775 Subscribers Pay' 'Only ........ , ........ $3.95 

Book Dept., GUNS Magazine 
8150 N. Central Park Avenue, Skokie, Illinois 
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D I am a GUNS subscriber, and therefore eligible far the bonus 
book discount! 

0 I am not a GUNS subscriber. I understand I must pay the 
regular price far books. 

Enclosed is $ ____ in full payment for the books ordered 
below. I understand that you will pay postage. 

Book# ____________________ _ 

NAM~--------------------
ADDRESS _________________ _ 

CITY _____________ .STAT"--------
0 Please forward additional book lists. (zip) 
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WARNING MEDAL 
SOLID STERLING ..... . $5 EACH 

ON THE 
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"TO ENSLAVE 

A NATION­

FI RS T LO-

C ATE THE 

GUNS THEN 

DISARM IT 

-1968-" 
Beautiful proof finish Nickel - Silver, 1-5/ 16" dia. 

Guaranteed to please and prepaid in U.S.A. 

3 for $3-20 for $12-100 for $42.50 

A. A. JOHNSON • ~~~ ... ~~'.c!l-c~~~ nm 
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For a 
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n Stock 
Finish 

GUN STOCK 
lli!Jllil, FINISHING KIT 

ur stock the way the 
ssionals do with a scratch 

,slant polyurethane finish. 
ach kit includes a can of G-96 
pray Stock Finish, Stripper, 
-96 Wood Sealer, G-96 Walnut 
lain, and G-96 Polyurethane 
tock Finish. 

-Aer Corp.,, Paterson, N. J. 07524 

SCALE s~':.'l~W,~' 
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Agore Bear ngs, 
Easy Pour Powder Pan, 

505 Groin Copac1ty, 
Guaranteed Accuracy. 

Youo for Onl $17.50 
ALL PPODUC. T CATALOG 

PORTS. MFG. 
DIVISION 

Faribault, • 

SWISS GUN SHOP: 
A GUN COLLECTOR'S PARADISE 

(Continued from page 33) 

one wanders around, you pass stacks 
of cartons containing a variety of pis­
tols, cases of rifle scopes, boxes of 
ammunition and a staggering variety 
of bits ;md pieces relating to guns and 
parts thereof. All these items would 
be tempting targets for pilferage but, 
strange as it may seem, such losses 
are miniscule in Switzerland. Stock is 
arranged generally by type of weapon; 
that is, one wall is devoted to shot­
guns, ·another is devoted to large cali­
ber rifles, another for small caliber 
rifles, and the far wall is divided be­
tween air arms and match rifles. Pis­
tols and ammunition are placed in 
cupboards below the rifle racks. Scat­
tered throughout the floor area are 
racks of pistol holsters, rifle slings and 
cases, a large pallet with hundreds of 
boxes of shotshells, and so on all 
around the two rooms. The weapons 
in the shop can come from anywhere 
in the world and they usually do. 
There are rifles and pistols in profu­
sion from Spain, Italy, Belgium, 
France, Germany, Austria, Hungrary, 
Japan, Czechoslovakia, the USSR, the 
US, and England. One can browse to 
heart's content among Walthers, Mau­
sers, Hammerlis, Steyr1,, Ferlach drill­
ings, Brownings, and among lots of 
other items rarely, if ever, seen in the 
US. There are curved brass hunting 
horns nestling against glove-soft Ger­
man shooting jackets and a powerful 
crossbow hangs casually from a hook 
close to a tray of Japanese-made 
hunting whistles. 

All Europeans are fascinated by the 
American West and its wild history of 
shootouts, rustlers and rugged cow­
boys. Even in staid Switzerland, the 
Western buffs are pretty numerous 
and in Siegrist's shop window, one 
sees two Winchester 94 commemora­
tives beckoning, as it were, to the 
passerby. Strange as it may seem, 
Siegrist has in stock more models of 
Colt and Smith & Wesson handguns 
than can normally be found in a gun­
shop in the States. He has stacks of 
sought-after weapons, such as 83/s 
inch barrelled Smiths, nickel-plated 
beauties, and a whole bevy of types 
which go for a premium in the St&tes. 
There are even some types which· are 
now discontinued in the US, but these 
won't be replaced, of course, once 

present stocks are exhausted. Before 
driving you GuNs readers nuts with 
the goodies I saw in the used-gun 
racks, let me tell you about some of 
the modern weapons I found in the 
shop. Thanks to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, American shooters and collec­
tors probably won't be seeing items 
like these for awhile-at least not in 
the forseeable future at any rate. 

My owq taste runs in the handgun 
line and Siegrist has plenty of Walth­
ers like the PP's, the PPK's, the little 
TP's and the fabulous TPH. He also 
has a model or two of a little cutie 
called the Korriphila, a tiny double­
action all steel auto pistol which 
comes in .25 ACP and .22 Long Rifle. I 
saw for the first time a series of Czech 
BRNO handguns which, on the out­
side at least, look like dead ringers for 
Colt handguns. The two I personally 
examined were .38's but I was told 
that .22's are also available. One, 
called the Model Grand, is a 5 inch 
barrelled revolver which is a wee bit 
smaller and daintier than its Colt 
look-alike, the Official Police .38. The 
other is a stubby, 2-inch barrelled 
carbon copy of the Detective Special 
which goes by the name of Model 
ZKR 590. Both pistols are all steel and 
are finely blued in the standard 
BRNO manner. Each weapon comes 
in a plain cardboard box which con­
tains a cleaning rod, a test target, a 
guarantee card and an instruction 
booklet printed in English. The price 
is considerably below that of their US 
counterparts and it would be a great 
pity if such fine handguns were to be 
denied to US shooters because of gov­
ernment red tape or politics. Now that 
one US dealer is importing the sturdy 
BRNO shotguns, perhaps these fine 
pistols can also find their way to the 
US via another enterprising importer. 

In a small corner off to one side of 
the sales room, Siegrist keeps the sec­
ond-hand pistols which draw local 
collectors like flies. These items are 
kept in a side drawer and on the day 
that I dropped in to gather material 
for this article, the drawer held a 
like-new S-42 Luger with matching 
numbers, a tiny engraved Walther 
Model 9 which looked like it had 
never been fired, an NRA-excellent 
Colt Official Police in .22 Long Rifle 

GUNS AUGUST 1972 



caliber, some small odd-ball auto pis­
tols whose names were unknown to 
me, and a small Spanish copy of a 
nickel-plated H&R tip-up revolver in 
.32 Short Colt caliber. 

On different occasions, I personally 
scrounged from that little drawer 
eight brand new Model 1929 Swiss 
commercial model Lugers with con­
secutive seriaL numbers! This was 
quite a find because only 1,917 weap­
ons of this kind were ever manufac­
tured. This treasure trove was origi­
nally turned up by Siegrist from a 
local factory which had purchased the 
weapons for the purpose of arming its 
employees at the outbreak of the Sec­
ond World War. When the Germans 
didn't invade Switzerland, the Lugers 
were placed into storage in their orig­
inal grease and only some twenty 
years later was the decision taken to 
sell the guns. Siegrist was contacted 
and he grabbed the lot. 

On another occasion, I found a 
like-new Latvian Luger lying cas­
ually in the drawer and needless to 
say, I wasted no time in laying claim 
to this gem. By the same magic or 
business acumen, Siegrist regularly 
turns up Bolo Mausers, rare Walthers, 
and a whole range of wild collector's 
pieces. The strange thing of it all is 
Siegrist's conception of Luger values 
-he considers a Luger a Luger and 
they all go for the same price! So, 
whether one turns up a rare Luger 

variety or a run of the mill German 
military model, they are all treated 
the same and some pretty fantastic 
bargains can be had at times. I think 
if you mentioned the name of a hand­
gun, sooner or later a representative 
model of same would turn up in that 
strange little drawer on one side of 
this ordinary, yet fascinating gunshop. 

One firearm accessory which is 
rarely seen by American shooters is 
the pistol or rifle silencer. In Switzer­
land, these devices are as common as 
boxes of chocolate and adding silenc­
ers to weapons is one of the most 
common gunsmithing jobs Mr. Fell­
mann is asked to undertake. The shop, 
however, limits the installation of sil­
encers to smallbore rifles and pistols 
as a matter of policy. Local law 
doesn't mention silencers but Mr. Sie­
grist himself has decided that these 
items are best handled carefully. 
Local sportsmen really go for these 
silencers in a big way because the 
local gentry enjoy backyard or base­
ment target practice and the use of 
silencers cuts down on noise levels 
and neighbor complaints dramatically. 

Most of the available silencers require 
threading of the gun barrel for instal­
lation but there are types which 
merely slip over the muzzle of the 
weapon. These types are held in place 
by a bayonet-type slot on the silencer 
which is twisted into place over the 
front sight base. Nevertheless, silenc­
ers are readily available for sale and 
if a customer wants to buy one to do 
with as he pleases, he need only 
plunk down the going price which is 
normally less than the price of a box 
of ammunition. The silencers work 
well and the bayonet types slip easily 
onto the business end of Browning 
.22's and on the longer-barrelled 
smallbore Beretta pistols. 

Another common pistol accessory in 
Switzerland which is not often en­
countered in the US because of Fed­
eral laws is the pistol shoulder stock. 
Many local shooters, for reasons of 
convenience or preference, like to 
have their favorite pistols fitted out 
with detachable shoulder stocks, 
Thus, you can see Lugers, Browning 
HP-35's, and other handguns-both 

(Continued on page 64) 

$12-:95: 

$6·95 

Used by the Afridi Mercenaries while guarding the Khyber Pass during the 

ppd 

Afghan·.,• 
Khyber 
Dagger 

Afghan Wars. Double-edged, inscribed blade with dual blood­
letting notches and hand-guard. Inlaid Bone Handle 

• 1 topped with ceremonial lion-head. 
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4535 Huntington Dr. So., Los Angeles, CA 90032 Dept. G-8 

[# @{1[1. 
Astra Constable. 
Everything you 

GUNS 

want in an automatic. 
You 're looking at a truly great double-action auto ... beautifully made, 
all steel, and completely dependable. Compact, yet with enough weight 
(26 ounces) for steady holding, and a barrel-to-grip angle that's a delight. 
Instant no-tool takedown. Slide hold-open and hardened steel firing pin 
block. Available in .380, .32 ACP, and .22 Long Rifle. Supplied with thumb 
rest grips or optional flat grips (shown) on special order. Price? Check your 
dealer. You'll be very pleasantly surprised. • 

The Garcia Sporting Arms Corporation • 329 Alfred Avenue, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666 
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BUILD THIS PISTOL 
Percussion Pistol 

Kit, E n g raved lock, 
fully inleted s I o c k , 
rifled barrel. Complete 
instructions. 

Percussion Pistol Kit • 
$16.95 

Flintlock Pistol Kit • 
$19.95 

Send for our new illus• 
trated Muzzle loading Cat­
alog. Everything for the 
B I a c k Powder Shooter, 
sot Post Paid, 

THE ARMOURY INC. 
Route 25 

New Preston, Conn. 
06777 

BLADES & FITTINGS FREE 
)id CATALOG 
;y~ ti~@>D~ml ~G©i~lr V~~~ir~i 

12 nMwooo AYE. I ,.o. aox x-so 
WELUND, ONTARIO FERNDALE, MICH. 41220 

Build Your Own 
GUN CABINET 

It's EASY! With 
Gunberth@ Plans & Kits 

All details on Plans, Kits and 
Hardware for 35 Models are 
listed in NEW, 80 P.AGE ... 

"Handbook"-Catalog, 
••. illustrated in Color I Also 
contains tios on best design. 
Send NOW! Only $2.00 ppd., 
refundable first $10.00 order. 
( [,'or Air Mail, add $1.00 extra) 

Coladonato Bros. G-82, Hazleton, Pa. 18201 

MACHINE GUNS 
For sale to shooter or collector: 
Thompsons, Schmeisers, Stens, M­
IGs, Lewis Guns, Vickers, Brown• 
inqs, BARs, Colts, Winchesters, MG-
34s & 42s, and many o t h e r s , 
including the complete studio arse. 
nal of the MGM Movie/TV collection. 
Also, many Aircraft guns. Send 
Sl.00 for large illustrated informa-
tive brochure ($1.25 outside U.S.) 

J. CURTIS EARL 
5512 North Sixth Street, Phoenix, Ariz. 85012 

The Day Arms 30-X Conversion 
will give you the "MASTER'S 
EDGE". Converts YOUR present 
Colt .45 or .38 Government Model 
or Gold Cup pistol, accurized or 
oOt, to a target quality .22 L.A. in 
:seconds without special tools. No 
'Permits or registration Necessary. 
Unconditionally guaranteed. Write for 
tree brochure. Dealer inquiries invited. 

DAV ARMS CORPORATION 
7515 Stagecoach • Dept. G • San Antonio, TeX'. 78227 

BARREL INLETTING RASP 
The rasp with a coarse and a fine cut. Since 1937, 
when I dcsl1,>ned and offered this rasp, it has !Jecn the 
favorile or the professional and amateur gunsmiths. 
Sizes ½", 5fR11 and 3/4 11 'diam. 2 11 long. Price: as 
Illustrated • , . each $3. 75. Set of 3 rasps and 

M0ai1h$J.~bi ·,"o~· new· i969" ·g·iarit ·s·s ·pa·g·e· ·g·ui!~ft~ 
supply catalog. • 

FRANK MITTERMEIER, INC., (Est. 19361 
"Gunsmith Supply Headquarters" 

3577 E. Tremont Ave., New York 65, N. Y. 
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automatics and revolvers-neatly 
rigged out with detachable wood, 
metal or folding stocks. This freedom 
from stifling regulation, as far as the 
law-abiding citizen is concerned, is 
one of the most striking differences 
between gun controls in Switzerland 
and the US. 

The used rifle rack is located in a 
cupboard in the back room and at the 
time of my visit, the cabinet contained 
a Mannlicher-stocked Dumoulin car­
bine in .308 Winchester, a sleek Win­
chester Model 63, a couple of fancy 
Browning and Beretta shotguns, sev­
eral odd military conversions, and a 
couple of inexpensive .22's. I also saw 
a couple of Hammerli match rifles, a 
gaggle of 98k Mausers, and a group of 
M1911 Swiss Army rifles converted to 
.22 Long Rifle caliber. While wander­
ing around and wishing I could afford 
all the guns I got my hands on-not­
withstanding the fact that the going 
prices were considerably below that 
for the same weapons in the US-I 
stopped for a moment and watched 
some of the customers who were 
streaming into and out of the shop. 
The clientele of the Armurerie des 
Bastions is truly international and in 
the space of just a few minutes, I saw 
an Italian buy a small chrome pocket 
auto, a Frenchman pick up a fancy 
Smith & Wesson target revolver, and 
an Indian putting his cash down on a 
fine quality German shotgun. When I 
asked about the kind of clients seen in 
the shop, Mr. Siegrist showed me 
order sheets for weapons destined for 
royalty, ministers, and assorted big­
wigs from all over the world. This is 
not too surprising as Geneva is the 
headquarters of all sorts of interna­
tional organizations and many of 
these types buy their weapons, both 
sporting and defensive, from Mr. Sie­
grist. When they go back to their own 
countries, they remember the quality 
of the service they received in Ge­
neva and they tell their friends. The 
result is that Siegrist is constantly 
busy filling orders from the four cor­
ners of the world for collectors pieces 
and for modern arms of all kinds. An­
other result from a decade of honest 
and hard work is the fact that the Ar­
murerie des Bastions doesn't adver­
tise but this hasn't affected the busi­
ness to any measurable degree. 

In the bigbore rifle line up, the most 
popular calibers are the European 
types which is only natural for this 
part of the world. On the shelves 
around the salesroom are boxes of 7 x 
64's, 8 x 57J's, 9.3 x 64's and so on. 
Because of the wide use of drillings 
and single shot break-open guns, 
rimmed cartridges are very popular 
and these are available in many cali­
bers and bullet weights. Several US 

calibers are also popular with Swiss 
shooters but these are usually in the 
magnum class-particularly the 7mm 
Remington Magnum and a flock of 
Weatherby types. Some real thumpers 
for English bigbores are good sellers, 
too, in view of the international out­
look of the shop. These disparate car­
tridge types must be stocked to meet 
the needs of local hunters who bag 
their game in Africa, Asia, or just 
about anywhere. Ammunition labels 
also run the gamut from the large US 
manufacturers through RWS, Kynoch, 
Fiocchi, Gevelot and down to some 
Russian types. In brief, if you can't 
find ammo in Switzerland for your 
shooting iron, you must be shooting 
something that belongs in a museum. 

Karl Fellman, Swiss gunsmith, 
hard at work. 

Riflescopes are common accessories 
and although one can usually find 
Weaver, Redfield, and Bushnell 
scopes on the shelf, the most popular 
types appear to be the German 
brands. Zeiss, Hensoldt, Nickel and 
other brands sell well and by all 
standards, these are glasses of out­
standing quality. For the Swiss 
shooter with a limited budget, several 
low-price Japanese brands are avail­
able as well. One interesting scope 
which is available for the BRNO big­
bores is an East German Zeiss scope 
which is incredibly bright and clear 
-a real pleasure to sight through. 
The price of this glass is much less 
than its West German counterpart but 
the built-in mount appears to be made 
only for the grooved BRNO receiver. 

On occasion, the Armurerie des 
Bastions receives requests for strange 
gunsmithing work but as long as the 
requests do not strike Siegrist as 
being unethical or illegal, he will ap­
prove the work. For example, Mr. 
Fellmann had to saw the barrels off 
some pretty nice shotguns some time 
ago to meet a client request and Sie­
grist approved the work. Why? The 
requestor as an ex-king who lives a 
life of comfortable exile in Geneva 
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but who hasn't given up his favorite 
sport of hunting. His Highness wanted 
a sure-fire snake killer and he asked 
Siegrist to doctor up two of his shot­
guns. Other odd characters sidle in 
from time to time and make similar 
requests, either for silencers for their 
Saturday night specials or for modifi­
cations to weapons which would make 
them into machineguns. Siegrist turns 
these types down with monotonous 
regularity. 

The shop is equipped with the 
standard tools of the trade-lathes, 
drill presses, and a variety of other 
equipment, but the main work is done 
by the patient hands of Fel1manrl. The 
workshop area is a clutter of frames, 
barrels, parts and piles of other bits 
and pieces which make up the sym­
phony of wood and metal which are 
fine modern and ancient weapons. 
Just being able to poke around in the 
stuff is a great pleasure for any gun 
nut, regardless of nationality. 

One of the glaring differences be­
tween a Swiss gunshop and its Amer­
ican counterpart is the ready availa­
bility of Iron Curtain weapons. Be­
sides the two BRNO handguns men­
tioned previously, there are Hungar­
ian copies of the Walther PP, BRNO 
rifles, shotguns, and combination 
guns. Also of interest to shooters, are 

several varieties of Soviet target 
handguns which come in neatly fitted 
hardwood cases complete with oil 
cans, screwdrivers, weights, and other 
accessories. Soviet shotguns are popu­
lar to a degree because of their rela­
tively low price, but their quality is 
nowhere near that of even the low­
cost Spanish jobs on hand. The Span­
ish weapons are generally of good 
quality considering their price range 
and their comparison to the Soviet 
guns is made only to provide readers 
with a point of reference. From time 
to time one can always find at Sie­
grist's some very fine English scatter­
guns which have been brought in for 
trade or for sale from the estate of 
some deceased collector or shooter. 
The same holds true for other quality 
arms, such as Francotte double rifles, 
which turn up occasionally. Of course, 
the fine weapons move fast as local 
gun buffs are always on the prowl to 
see what they can turn up. It's all 
part of the fun, of course, to slip away 
from one's job during the day and to 
drop into Siegrist's place for a look­
see. Swiss gunshops are very different 
from their German counterparts in 
that the Swiss generally let you man­
handle the guns on display as you see 
fit. The Germans, on the other hand, 
will raise Hell if you so much as try 

to put a finger on a weapon without 
their very strict and formal approval. 

Fellmann devotes the same care to 
all weapons lying casuallx around the 
shop, be it work on a suHmachinegun 
or to an exquisite shotgun of English 
or Belgian manufacture. Confiden­
tially, he confesses his preference for 
work on the fine guns as this sort of 
work presents an artistic challenge; 
the run of the mill gunsmithing on the 
other items can be something akin to 
straight machine shop drudgery. 
When one gets a good look at the 
quality of the work turned out by the 
back room crew at the Armurerie des 
Bastions, one can easily understand 
why there are many devoted custo­
mers the world over. 

While neither the largest nor the 
smallest, perhaps, - nor even the rit­
ziest-gunshop in Switzerland, the 
Armurerie des Bastions is to my mind 
a typically Swiss gunshop, operating 
and staffed by typically Swiss crafts­
men to whom weapons are more than 
just a business. For wandering Ameri­
can hunting and shooting buffs who 
may pass this way, a visit to a Swiss 
gunshop would be a rewarding ex­
perience. Even if you don't find what 
you are looking for in the way of 
guns or accessories, at least the ~ 
skiing and the scenery are great. L.1111 

PROJECTIONLESS MOUNTING SYSTEM 

0 
·' The FIRST! 

The ONE! 

The ONLY! 0 
lf.-VJ 

COVERED BY U.S. & FOREIGN PATENTS 

bridge style 

,.. Custurn bases A 

two-piece 
style 

Conetrol mounts are one of a kind. No other 
make available today claims to match - let 
alone aurpasa - them in streamlined sleekness. 
Oonetrol bases, alone, incorporate windage ad .. 
Justment yet are proJectionless; Conetrol stream­
lined rings, alone, are split so that they may 
be taken apart for installation on any scope 
yet are proJectionless. 

It follows that for sheer grace and beauty the 
Conetrol is without competitidn. To contend 
otherwise is to ~ontend that the knobs, bulges, 
and bumpi comprising Connection and adjust• 
ment screws on competing mount designs would 
be there even if the screws did not exist! 
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The question then is: Does the Conetrol system 
work? The ultimate answer - Conetrol's life­
time guarantee against failure! Even recently 
conducted tests which proved the Conetrol cap­
able of locking a scope against movement on 
the most powerful magnums WITH A SINGLE 
SPLIT RING are really anticlimactic In the face 
c,f the Conetrol guarantee. 

But we at Conetrol think the shooter who Jays 
down the extra loot it takes to come by a qual­
ity mount has -a right to expect more than just 
looks and something that works. Fact is, the 
Conetrol is so far ahead of competition in the 
desired-feature department we don't care if you 
ignore everything said up to now! What's left 
over is enough to shame any other mount into 
hiding. Consider: 

► Compensati_on for ~LL wear for life. (A 
Conetrol wmdage-br1dge-mount exclusive I) 

► Windage adjustment in BOTH rings, permit• 
ting centering of scope over rifle receiver 
even after extreme lateral correction. (A 
Conetrol windage - bridge - mount exclusive! 
-Others permit movement of only one ring, 
which means the scope is off center after the­
smallest adjustment.) 

► Lowest scope positioning of ANY top mount. 

► Positive anchorage of BOTH rings jn "zero" 
position about tube w_hile scope is detached 
from base. (A Conetrol windage-bridge-mount 
exclusive in vertical-split ring designs!) 

► Most precise base adjustments available in a 
windage bridge mount. 

► Maximum recoil-absorbing strength in BOTH 
rings. (A Conetrol windage-bridge-mount ex­
clusive! -Others have one ring handling 
most of thE: recoil, cannot realize the full 
potential of double-ring holding power.) 

► Accurate return to zero. (Within a minute ot 
angle says the NRA and GUNS Magazine!) 

► Mar-proof adjustment ·and installation, pro• 
vided by modern, efficient socket cone acrewal 
(A Conetrol windage-bridge-mount exclualvel 
An end at last to ••oops" . scratches and 
mangled screw slots - blight bf fine sporters 
the world over.) . 

► Rugged four-point attachment to factory­
tapped rifle receivers custbmary on BRIDGE 
baaea a1 well as two-pleet style. (A Conetrot 
windage-bridge-mount exclusive! - All others 
use a three-screw setup as standard. Some 
boldly claim a franchise on ruggedness when 
the failure of a single 6-48 screw would put 
them out of business. Try that hypothetical 
test on a Conetrol bridge mount!) 

NOW ... Choose from three complete 
Conetrol lines - Huntur, Gunnur, and 
Custum. Complete mounting setups 
start from only $15.85 with solid rin&s 
and $20.85 with split rings - and this 
for finely machined quality throughout! 
(Try your Jobber or dealer before ordering direct) 

FREE COLOR BROCHURE - Hwy. 123 South, Sequin, Texas 78155 
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Model #920 The BONER 
Blade 51/a" long; 
Handle 4¼" long 

It's long, gracefuly curved 
thin blade makes this knife 
ideally suited for long and 
short fur game. You can 
cut close to the bone with 
a minimum of effort. 

$15.00 pp 
Jet-Aer Corporation 

Paterson, N. J. 07524 

FFYYY 
NEW UP-TO-DATE 
MAGAZINE/PARTS 
CATALOG IS HERE! 
A must for collectors, buffs or gunsmiths! 
From the world's largest manufacturer of 
hard-to-find magazines - over 200 scale 
line drawings of self-loading guns - each 
with its national origin, weight. caliber, 
length. magazine length, history and retail 
value. A complete list of high quality parts, 
magazines, belts and holsters for current 
and obsolete self-loading pistols. All pro­
ducts carry a full money-back guarantee. 
Be a real gun expert - send coupon today! 
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TOKAREV: 
THE RUSSIAN GUN GENIUS 

(Continued from page 27) 

was worthy of consideration and 
ten specimens were ordered to be 
built for testing. • Subsequent tests 
brought forth suggestions for im­
provement, but by this time Tokarev 
had developed an entirely new design. 
This weapon was recoil operated also, 
but utilized a bolt sleeve which 
cammed open a turning bolt and also 
acted as an accelerator in pushing the 
bolt to the rear. As well as incorpo­
rating some of the suggestions of the 
Testing Commission, Tokarev reduced 
the total number of parts required. 
This new rifle was tested against com­
peting designs and although the re­
sults were favorable, no decision was 
made to produce any. 

Not easily discouraged, Tokarev 
presented a model with further im­
provements in 1913. This time it was 
recognized that this rifle deserved 
very serious consideration, and the 
Testing Commission requested that 
twelve additional rifles be built for 
further tests. 

Here fate stepped in and in spite of 
Tokarev's efforts and the favorable 
reaction of the Testing Commission to 
his designs, his position as a designer 
was placed in jeapardy. It seems that 
the Czar's Treasury was more inter­
ested in various other proposals and 
was not sympathetic to requests for 
funds to be spent on the salary of an 
arms designer. In one of the decisions 
concerning Tokarev's association with 
the Sestroretsky Arms Factory, it was 
indicated that " ... the Treasury bore 
the daily expense (3 ruples per day) 
given to said officer for a period of 3½ 
years . . . and has decided to inform 
those in charge of the development 
program that the present permission 
to pay these daily wages will be the 
last and will not be extended." 

An extension was granted however, 
because of the persistant pleas of the 
development commission. One of their 
requests for extension stated in part 
"Tokarev makes all of his rifles him­
self, with his own hands, and that 
possessing outstanding designing abil­
ities, at the present time has perfected 
so satisfactory a rifle that to drop 
work half done is unthinkable." 

During the following year Tokarev 
presented an even more improved 
version. Again the tests of his rifle re­
sulted in much praise but little action 
-explained at least in part by Rus­
sia's involvement in the war and the 

subsequent revolution. Tokarev's du­
ties during the war are unknown, but 
it is recorded that he was named as 
Technical Director of Arsenals in 
1918. His directorship did not seem to 
deter him from designing for while he 
abandoned his old rifle designs, in 
1921 he introduced a light-weight 
modification of the Maxim machine 
gun. The Maxim had been in produc­
tion at Tula Arsenal since 1905 and 
the then-standard Ml905/10 weighed 
40 pounds empty. Tokarev's air­
cooled version, undoubtedly in­
fluenced by the German M1908/18, 
brought the weight down to 28½ 
pounds. 

Tokarev's modification was recom­
mended for adoption by the Russian 
Army and given the designation MT 
(Maxim-Tokarev) when it was found 
superior to competing light machine 
guns in tests held in 1924. It must be 
noted that further tests of production 
versions revealed several objection­
able features. It was found that the 
corrections required along with the 
incorporation of several design 
changes recommended resulted in a 
gun so changed from the original that 
major re-tooling would be required. 
Production of the MT continued, but 
the gun received limited usage by the 
Russians. Many however, saw service 
in the Spanish Civil War. 

In 1925 the Russian government 
gave serious consideration to the re­
placement of the Nagant revolver 
used by their armed forces with a 
more modern weapon. Several de­
signers including Tokarev were re­
quested to design and build automatic 
pistols meeting certain requirements 
set down by an Advisory Committee. 
Although Tokarev welcomed this as­
signment, he did not work at it to the 
exclusion of all others and during the 
following year submitted a sub-ma­
chine gun for testing. This was the 
first gun of this type designed in Rus­
sia and it offered selective fire 
through the use of two triggers. De­
signed to use the then-standard 
7 .62mm revolver round, a curved 
magazine was utilized in an attempt 
to feed these rimmed cartridges with­
out jamming. While the design 
showed promise, testing was unsatis­
factory due to feeding problems. 

It appears that Tokarev was not 
content to work on one design at a 
time for in 1929 when he was about 
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finished with the work on his auto­
matic pistol, it is recorded that he 
demonstrated a new type of aircraft 
machine gun with a very high rate of 
fire. Details of this gun are unknown. 

In 1930, Tokarev's pistol was sub­
mitted for testing along with others of 
native and foreign design. Test results 
showed Tokarev's entry to be far su­
perior to the others and a pleased 
Testing Commission recommended 
that the pistol be adopted by the gov­
ernment. Officially designated the 
"Pistol IT Mod. 30", production was 
instituted at the main arsenal at Tula. 
Early attempts at mass production 
brought to light certain problems that 
could be eliminated only by a change 
of design. Acting at the suggestions of 
production engineers, Tokarev modi­
fied several of the parts in his design 
so that they could be more easily 
manufactured. This improved version 
was later designated the TT-33 and its 
manufacture continued relatively un­
changed at Tula until 1949. The IT-33 
design was not abandoned however. 
Post-war production was instituted in 
Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia, and 
China. Declared obsolete by the Rus­
sian Army in the 1950's, the TT-33 is 
still the standard pistol of many satel­
lite nations and of China. 

Although involved with details rel-
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ative to the production of his auto­
matic pistol, Tokarev's energies were 
again directed toward the develop­
ment of a semi-automatic rifle. It is 
recorded that he submitted experi­
mental models for testing in 1931 and 
again in 1933. Although no details of 
these tests are available, it is thought 
that the rifles were versions of a gas 
operated design by Simonov. The 
M1936 semi-automatic rifle adopted in 
that year is officially credited to Si­
monov, but it is reported that To­
karev was responsible for the devel­
opment work that led to its adoption. 

While considerable quantities of the 
Simonov rifle were built, they were 
not considered sufficiently reliable for 
general issue and were utilized in the 
field as supporting weapons for ma­
chine gun units. Tokarev experi­
mented with Simonov's basic design 
and evolved a new design which was 
adopted in 1938 under the designation 
Tokarev M1938. Production of the Si­
monov was discontinued, and existing 
facilities were converted to produce 
Tokarev's rifle in quantity. Within 
two years, Tokarev had made certain 
improvements in his design that were 
considered important enough to war­
rant adoption, and again tooling was 
changed to produce the new version 
designated the M1940. Throughout 

the 

subsequent production, various other 
minor changes were made including 
a carbine, variations in stock design, 
and different muzzle brakes. 

The adoption and production of his 
rifle saw the fulfillment of Tokarev's 
life work and a grateful Russian gov­
ernment publicly recognized his con­
tributions. In various ceremonies in 
1940 and 1941, Tokarev was named a 
Deputy of the Supreme Soviet, 
awarded the Stalin Prize, received 
three Orders of Lenin, awarded a 
Gold Star Sickle and Hammer, re­
ceived the title Hero of Socialist 
Labor, and was conferred with a Doc­
torate in Technical Science. 

Here the story ends. If Tokarev is 
still alive he is now 100 years old. If 
Tokarev is dead, no records can be 
found to indicate when he died or 
from what cause. Sources in Russia 
were most courteous in helping in re­
search, but could provide no informa­
tion on Tokarev's life or 
activities after 1941. C. 

System 

A NEW APPROACH TO SHOOTING 

The New Mauser 
Model 3000 bolt action rifle is available in right 
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LINSEED AND PYRO: 
RETURN TO THE GOOD OLD DAYS 

(Continued from page 23) 

ably in his footsteps Charles Askins 
Jr., tutored by his father, was soon 
outshooting him and shooting better 
with the pistol t~n many a casual 
rifleman. He went on to become pistol 
champion of the United States several 
times! Colonel Askins knows all guns 
and his articles in GUNS magazine have 
always had a wide audience. Hand­
loading fans found much of interest in 
the writings of Earl Naramore, J. R. 
Mattern, J. Bushnell Smith and Philip 
B. Sharpe, all of whom wrote volumes 
on the subJect. 

The "Rifleman" did much to intro­
duce and popularize cartridge designs 
such as the .22 Hornet, conceived by 
Captain Grove W otkins and aided and 
abetted by A. L. Woodworth and 
Capt. G. A. Woody. Pressured by Col. 
Whelen, Winchester produced the 
Hornet cartridges before any com­
mercial rifle was available to fire 
them. The year was 1930. Watkins 
may also be credited with pioneer 
work that culminated in the .220 Swift 
when he teamed with J.B. Sweany in 
renecking the .30-06 and .250-3000 to 
.22 caliber around 1934. 

Ned H. Roberts necked the 7x57 
M/M cartridge to .25 caliber to create 
the .25 Roberts. Charlie Newton had 
previously tried the same thing as a 
rimless version of his .25 Krag but 
passed it by. By 1934 the factory engi­
neers had revamped the Roberts ver­
sion slightly and offered it commer­
cially as the .257 Roberts. In 1937 
gunsmith Hervey Lovell reported on 
necking the .25-20 S.S. to .22 to create 
the .22-3000 Lovell whose modern 
counterpart is the .222 Remington. 
Here again, research proves that rifle 
wizard Charles Newton had made up 
a cartridge that was the spittin image 
of the R-2 Lovell to develop a 2000 
F.P.S. pistol prior to World War One! 
There wasn't much that the unsung 
Charlie Newton hadn't tried. 

Prior to WW 2, there as a wild 
and wonderful era of wildcat car­
tridge development. Duplication was 
multifold. A few were good, most me­
diocre. Lyle Kilbourn of Whitesboro, 
N.Y. created an excellent improved 
Hornet by blowing out a shoulder on 
his case, the K-Hornet. The best of 
my own wildcats copied this idea 
when I moved the .25-20 shoulder 
forward to create the .255 Dean. I 
found it superb but too powerful for 
many existing guns and was forced to 
soft pedal the interest that "Rifleman" 
reports had generated. A modern 

counterpart, the .256 Winchester Mag­
num was encountering similar diffi­
culties when I visited Ballistician 
Mert Robinson in 1962. 

Between the two World Wars, the 
N.R.A. Service Company sold some 
real bargains in shooting equipment. 
Some of the greatest bargains imagi­
nable came from the creation of the 
Department of Civilian Marksman­
ship, the D.C.M. This government 
agency ushered in the real glory days; 
the days of Linseed and Pyro! Some 
of our finest gunmakers, amateur and 
professional, got their start on the 
super bargains offered by the D.C.M. 
The prices would vary from time to 
time and you had to add a few dollars 
extra for "packing and shipping", 
usually in wooden crates! The .45-70 
trapdoor Springfield was $1.50. The 
Model 5 Ross .303 Straight pull sold 
for $3.55. The 30-40 Krag Jorgenson 
only $1.50 ( carbines slightly more). 
The .303 British Lee Enfield was $3.50. 
The 7.62 M/M (.30 cal.) Russian Na­
gant rifle, new, at $3.44. The .30-06 
Enfield 1917, $7.50 used, $12.50 new. 
The .30-06 Springfield could have 
been purchased for $15.00 and up to 
45.00 for a "Springfield Sporter", new. 
Also some Springfield Model T heavy 
barrel match rifles with pistol grip 
sporter stocks and star gauged barrels 
went for about 50.00 new! 

Yes, some rifles and pistols were 
sold after the Second World War also 
and articles were written about how 
to sporterize them but the gunsmith­
ing stories written between the wars 
are my favorites. Alvin Linden wrote 
many of the best. The hobby of spor­
terizing military rifles worked some­
thing like this: You ordered a D.C.M. 
rifle and then carefully followed the 
"how to do it" stories in the "Rifle­
man". You learned to cut down and 
refinish the stock. Remove or rebuild 
some of the metal parts. Affix new or 
handmade sights, checker or carve the 
stock and sometimes polish and 
reblue the metal. The D.C.M. sold 
various military type ammunition 
compohents; cases, primers, bullets 
and powder. Among the powders was 
one which we all used and it gained a 
certain fame. It was called Pyro D.G. 
or more simply "Pyro." This powder 
seemed to do well in most any center­
fire bottleneck case of military size. 
The Winchester 110 grain hollow 
point bullet, designed for use in the 
.30-30 could be "souped up" to 3000 
feet per second or more in the Krag, 
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Russian, Springfield or Enfield rifles 
and was a "standard" woodchuck load 
of the era. 

Linseed oil and love was the favor­
ite stock finish. You thinned the first 
few coats and rubbed them into the 
wood that you had sanded and wet 
and whiskered and sanded again so 
fine that it was bone smooth. Then 
you followed the old rule of rubbing a 
few drops of warm linseed into the 
stock, "Once an hour for a day . . . 
Once a day for a week . . . Once a 
week for a month ... Once a month 
for a year ... and once a year for­
ever." 

When you had finished dismantling 
and remodeling your D.C.M. rifle and 
reassembling it and testing handloads 
for it you really knew that rifle. 
N. R. A. members who went through 
the whole cycle of available rifles and 
rebuilt and loaded for each one, 
would end up as experts in gunsmith­
ing, handloading, target shooting and 
ballistics. A wide spectrum of gun 
knowledge that certainly set them 
apart. They really lived and loved the 
shooting game. I am proud to say I 
rebuilt every rifle in the line with one 
exception, the .45-70. How I wish I 
had one now! I fired many and it was 
a real laugh to have to step through 
the smoke to check the target! 

Space does not allow mention of all 
the old writers. There was Kendrick 
Scofield, Major Julian S. Hatcher, 

AL FREELAND: 

J.V.K. Wager, Allen Tedman, Monroe 
Goode, Harvey Donaldson, J. W. 
Fecker, Frank J. Kahrs, Elliott Chris­
tian Lenz, Fred Ness, Ralph Waldo 
Miller and a host of others. Pulling 
out a stack of old Rifleman magazines 
can cause you to burn a lot of mid­
night oil They are hard to put down. 
I even sneaked in a couple of stories 
of my own and the magazine seems to 
have survived. 

It's fun to look back, but we have to 
look forward, too. We now have over 
a million members. Strangely, the old 
books show that the same anti-gun 
people were active over the years and 
the National Rifle Association has 
been steadfast in upholding the rights 
of the citizen to retain his sporting 
and target arms. Then as now, poor 
judgement and misdirected public 
sentiment have caused the passage of 
poor laws that tend to punish the 
weapon rather than the criminal who 
uses it. It is like I said; there were 
good times and bad times. 

But always the good times have far 
outweighed the bad. Like the days 
when we learned to rebuild the old 
military rifles into cherished sporters. 
To refinish and rub down the satin 
smooth stocks with the warm oil with 
its pleasant aroma. To smell another 
familiar aroma as we handloaded the 
home cast gas check bullets and 
seated the Frankford Arsenal primers 
in fresh brass. Those were the ~ 
days ... of Linseed and Pyro! "illlll 

DEAN OF SMALLBORE SHOOT I NG 

(Continued from page 36) 

he had shipped centerfire target rifles 
to two marksmen in South Africa. One 
of the guns reached its owner just be­
fore the last match of the season. 
Never having won a big match, the 
fellow managed to snare the South 
Africa Championship with his new 
rifle. 

About 10 years ago, Al was one of 
the first to receive the coveted 1600 
Award at Camp Perry. This honor is 
bestowed upon a shooter who fires a 
perfect score over the four courses 
(50 meters, 50 and 100 yards and 75 
feet). In 1966, Al took time out from 
supervising his shop to set a new 
world's record-an incredible 400 
39x's at 100 yards. Since the 1600 
A ward was begun, a great many 
shooters have fired lhe requisite score 
to be honored in this manner. Al con­
siders it a good omen for target shoot­
ing in general, and for smallbore 
shooting in particular, that so many 
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shooters compete for top honors. 
As a competitive shooter and prime 

supplier for smallbore target shooting 
equipment, Freeland can evaluate 
trends in this area better than anyone 
else. He points out that most of the 
co-educational colleges around the 
country always restricted rifle shoot­
ing to boys. "I find it very exciting to 
see pictures of girls competing, shoul­
der to shoulder with the boys, for 
places on the teams," says Al. "East 
Tennessee College is one such exam­
ple. There is Susie Smith from 
Minnesota, and many other girls are 
coming into target shooting. They 
used to think that target shooting was 
an all-male sport, but now the girls 
are beginning to find out that they 
can compete, and they compete well. 

"If a young shooter can't make the 
grade, either the coach is at fault, or 
the shooter doesn't try hard enough. 
And you have to be gifted for target 

24 PDR NAVAL GUN "CONSTITUTJON"-Hand• 
some Presentation Model, or Deluxe easy to assemble 
l(it. Produced in our own shop. 10½" handcast 
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Kit $42.50 PPD. Calif. residents add 5% S.T. 
Satisfaction guaranteed! Other Kits from $5.50. 
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.44 Cap & Ball Revolver, 
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pistol carbine stock; pistol 
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a special steel frame, 
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yoke which fastens to the 
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shooting. It is a challenging sport and 
to be good you must work at it, just 
like in any other competitive sport. 
Some people are more gifted than 
others. Gary Anderson is one such 
shooter. 

"Look at Anderson when he shoots. 
You have never seen a crazier or 
more unorthodox position, and I 
wouldn't recommend it to anyone. But 
for Gary it works. The same can be 
said for Wiggers. He cants the rifle as 
much as Gary." 

Al feels that the competitive 
shooter should avail himself of all the 
permissible mechanical aids. As long 
as the competitor adheres to the 
match rules, and shoots well, he 
should not be corrected. He cites the 
Phoenix Matches in 1970 as an exam­
ple. Shooters from other countries 
flocked to the Freeland stand in Com­
mercial Row. They stood patiently in 
line, hour after hour, to buy equip­
ment that they had never seen before 
in their own countries. Al insists that 
those aids are not crutches, but are 
designed to relax the shooter physi­
cally so that he can concentrate fully 
on the sight picture and the trigger 
squeeze. 

As a concrete example that target 
shooting is on the upswing, Al cites 
some interesting facts. These days, a 
new smallbore shooter can buy an ex­
cellent commercial target rifle in any 
gun shop or sporting goods store. An­
schutz, Remington and Winchester 
make high quality rifles for target 
shooting, and as a consequence, Free­
land builds fewer custom guns. 

The same holds true for Interna­
tional type rifles. Commercial guns 
are being produced here and in Eu­
rope, hence fewer custom guns are 
being produced. However, many 
shooters who take their paper-punch­
ing seriously will eventually order a 
custom rifle, or will have Freeland 
modify and practically rebuild one of 
the factory guns. 

That there is a change in the small­
bore field is evident, according to 
Freeland. The British B.S.A. is an ex­
tremely fine gun and Al's shop used 
to produce around 30 custom match 
rifles a year on the B.S.A. action. 
Many of our top-ranking shooters 
have Al re-work their factory match 
rifles, the customized gun often cost­
ing slightly more than a B.S.A. built 
up from scratch would have cost 
them. Since the accessories sales have 
reached an unprecedented high, and 
there seems to be no end in sight as 
far as demand is concerned, it looks as 
if Al's prediction is cprrect-target 
shooting is not only here to stay, but 
interest is growing. Could it be that 
we once more will become ~ 
a nation of riflemen? Llill 

If all this 
doesn't 
sell you 
a Parker• 
Hale1200 
mauser ... 

e Rollover Monte Carlo cheek­
piece e Handcrafted skip 
cneckering on Duotone Cus­
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Ventilated rubber recoil pad e Incomparable Mauser-type 
a ct i o n made from solid 
forged steel • Finest blue 
lustre on metal parts• Ad­
justable single stage trig­
ger mechanism • 18 ct. 
gold plated trigger • 
Three-way silent safety: 
Locks trigger, sear and 
bolt• Hinged floor plate 
magazine • Cold forged 
barrel • Adjustable rear 
sight, bead front sight 
e Receiver drilled and 
tapped for U.S. scope 
mounts• Cartridge ca­
pacity 5 (Magnum 4) • 
C a I i be rs .22 I 250 -
.243 - 6 mm Rem. -
.25/06 - .270 - .301 
06 - .308 - 7 mm 
Rem. Mag. - .300 
Win. Mag. 

... this 
should 
lf 

1200P Presentation Model 
De-luxe French walnut stock, superb scroll­
engraved action/steel trigger guard/magazine floor 
plate. Detachable 1" sling swivels. Same cals. as 
Super (except .22/ 250). $209.95 (retail). 
Magnums $219.95. 
1200V Varmint Model 
Designed for top accuracy. Free-floating 4 lb. 
target quality barrel, epoxy-resin bedded action. 
Redfield target bases supplied. Overall weight: 
9½ lbs. Gals .. 22/ 250; 6 mm Rem; .25/06 Price 
$169.95 (retail). 

~ PARIER-B!t! 
L1il Hand Crafted in England 
Send for color folder/name of nearest dealer to 
exclusive U.S. Distributors. 

JRDR1nT£RnR11onRL comPRnY 
DEPT, 60 P,0, BOX 1107, DENVER, COLORADO 80201 

GUNS AUGUST 1972 



The people from Bausch & Lomb in­
troduce an inexpensive, lightweight 
rifle support system which improves 
shooting accuracy called the "Accu­
Pod." It is intended for the use of 
varmint shooters, long-range big 

game hunters and for sighting-in 
hunting rifles. It is an aluminum 
bipod, adjustable in height from 6½ to 
11 inches, which slips on the rifle and 
is held in place by an elastic strap. Its 
5¼ ounce weight makes it easy to 
carry in the field. Accu-Pod's price is 
$5.95. For Further information, con­
tact Bausch & Lomb, 635 St. Paul 
Street, Rochester, N.Y. 14602. 

Back in the 1930's, Daisy introduced a 
B-B gun, the Red Ryder Model 40, 
which became the most popular gun 
in the 86-year history of the company. 
Now those many owners of that great 
all-time favorite are fathers wanting 

their sons to experience the pleasure 
of owning a Daisy Red Ryder. That is 
why Daisy has introduced the com­
memorative Red Ryder B-B carbine 
which is stirring the memories of gun 
enthusiasts. This replica, even to the 
burned in Red Ryder lariat signature 
on the wood stock, is pictured with 
the designer of the original Daisy Red 
Ryder gun, Robert 0. Wesley. For 
further information, c o n ta c t the 
Daisy/Heddon Company, Rogers, Ar­
kansas, 72756. 
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SHOPPING 
WITH 

0. F. Mossberg & Sons, Inc., North 
Haven, Conn., has introduced the 
Model 810B Center Fire Rifle in 
7m/m Remington Magnum as part of 
their fine line of bolt actions. The 
810B is a big game rifle, built for ac­
curacy and ruggedness by Mossberg 
craftsmen. The 810B has a Damas­
cened bolt with a deep blue shaped 
bolt handle, and four in-line locking 
lugs for smooth operation and in­
creased strength. Action cocks at the 

w • 

opening of the bolt. The recessed head 
of the bolt covers the cartridge base 
and the rim for added safety; there is 
a positive extraction and ejection. 

The stock is made of genuine 
American Walnut and features a high 
gloss finish. The custom checkered 
stock sports a Monte Carlo comb and 
cheek piece, with sling swivels being 
standard. The 24 inch barrel with 
crowned muzzle is highly polished 
and deep blue finished to match the 
receiver. The weight is approximately 
8 pounds with the overall length of 44 
inches. 0. F. Mossberg has been man­
ufacturing firearms since 1919 and 
this is another quality piece. Write 0. 
F. Mossberg & Sons, 7 Grasso Ave., 
North Haven, Conn.·06473. 

Hawes Firearms of Los Angeles is in­
troducing the all new Federal Mar­
shal. This handsome full size six­
shooter is available in .357 magnum 
and .44 magnum calibers .· at nearly 
one half the price of other -single ac­
tion revolvers identical in appearance 
and quality. Features include deluxe 
case hardened steel £ram~, solid ord­
nance steel parts, deluxe blued finish, 
modern floating firing pin system and 
handsome genuine walnut grips. 
Rugged, accurate and fun to shoot, 

this revolver sells for $99.95. For 
complete details, write the Hawes 
Firearms Co., 8224 Sunset Blvd., Los 
Angeles, California. 

A new addition to the quality line of 
cutlery in the U.S. has just been an­
nounced by J. A. Henckels Twin­
works, Inc. The line consists of four 
hunting knives; the Steelhead (Model 
911) is a modern Bowie-type knife 
with a clipped point, the Bison (Model 
922) has a straight edge blade with a 
little curve to the point, the Bull­
moose (Model 933) is an all-purpose 

blade, and the Sabertooth (Model 944) 
has a curved blade especially suited 
for skinning big game. All blades are 
hot forged of high carbon no-stain 
steel. The handles are fitted genuine 
stag horn. Blade, finger guard, tang 
and butt cap are forged from one steel 
blank into a single indestructible one 
piece unit. The sheaths are heavy­
duty cowhide and can be looped over 
a belt. Write the J. A. Henckels Twin­
works, Inc., 1 Westchester Plaza, Box 
127, Elmsford, N.Y. 10523. 
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GUN RACK 

Handgrtn Sight 
It's a safe bet the majority of the 

big-bore autoloading handguns in use 
are ex-military or else commercial 
versions of military models, and most 
have fixed sights intended for the 
standard military ball load. The 
venerable Colt .45 Auto and Brown­
ing H-P are classic examples. When 
using handloads or any of the newer 
H- V factory loads, those original rigid 
sights don't look where the bullet 
goes. 

Lots of replacement rear sights are 
available, but all the previous ad­
justable models are by nature so high 
that the front sight must also be re­
placed if they are to be used. To make 
matters worse, many models require 
larger dovetails or other cutting on 
the slide to accommodate them, and 
they often require special holsters. 

Not so with the new "Combat 
Sight" from Miniature Machine Co., 
212 E. Spruce, Deming, New Mexico 
88030. This little $14.95 gem lies so 
low on the slide of the Colt .45 Auto 
and the big Browning that the old 
front sight matches perfectly. Better 
yet, the MMC unit slips right into the 
original rear sight dovetail without 
any machining whatever. You might 
have to stipple the bottom of the old 
dovetail to get a tight fit or clean it up 
with files if it's been battered about 
-but nothing more than that. This 
unusually low height also means the 
MMC sight fits easily into a holster 
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and isn't nearly so likely to get 
banged about as those towering target 
models. 

This unit is adjustable for both 
windage and elevation, the former by 
the usual slotted screw, the latter by a 
small socket-head screw bearing on 
the top of the slide. Both provide ¼­
inch clicks at 25 yards when installed 
on the standard Colt Government 
Model slide; greater spacing will give 
less value to the clicks, and vice 
versa. On the shorter Colt Com­
mander, each click comes to about %~ 
of an inch. 

The sight is quite simple and com­
pact, comprised of only seven parts, 
including the windage clicker. It 
comes complete with mounting in­
structions, Allen wrench for elevation 
adjustment, and a capsule of Loc-Tite 
for sealing the screws after zeroing. 
At $14.95 you get the plain black rear 
leaf; for a buck extra the notch is 
outlined in white. 

Personally, I think this is the most 
likely adjustable field and combat 
sight to come along since some un­
known pistolero figured out how to 
put a S&W revolver sight on the big 
auto's. Maj. George C. Nonte. 

Rancher's Knife 

The Precise Imports Corp., NYC, 
have a dandy gutting-skinning knife 
made in Japan. It is a folding job with 
two blades and so big that it needs a 
belt pouch to pack it comfortably. The 
first blade, made of chromoly steel is 
for sticking; the second is for gutting. 
These blades are 31/s inches in length, 
of ¾2 of an inch in width at the back, 
and ¾ of an inch in depth. The knife 
takes a good edge and holds it against 
a variety of uses. I have been cutting 
leather for the repair _of three old 
saddles and a half-dozen halters and 
the blades show no sign of losing their 
sharpness. The knife has a length, 
closed, of 5 inches, a weight of 7 ozs, 

with genuine Indian stag handles, 
chrome-plated bolsters and a brass 
lining. The hinge is chromoly and the 
spring is plenty strong to obviate the 
danger of a blade closing on the skin­
ning hand. There is no blade lock, 
which is a pity. There is a thong hole 
in the heel of the knife, but no belt 
pouch. I have had one made by my 
local leather man and shall give the 
PIC import a trial during the big 
game season. Col. Charles Askins. 

George Brothers 

The famous Lin-Speed, that irre­
placeable stock finish, is made by a 
single individual. I used to think that 
"George Brothers" were two hombres, 
but George assures me he is the sole 
owner, proprietor, and chief cockalo­
rum, and that his last name is BL"Oth­
ers and that he has no actual broth­
ers. Be all that as it may, the stock 
compound manufactured and distrib­
uted by him is in a class by itself. 
Now our good Lin-Speed merchant 
has something new. This is an all­
steel cleaning rod for the .17 caliber. 
Made of surgical steel, with a ball­
bearing handle and a built-on jag-tip, 
the rod is 35 inches long, as strong 
and flexible as a good fly rod and 
bound to be a boon to .17 caliber 
owners. The first .17 cal I owned was 
neglected until I finally converted a 
length of welding rod into a cleaning 
tool. There simply were no rods on 
the market and a .22 rod would not 
pass down the bore. This high quality 
instrument from the inimitiable 
George Brothers, Great Barrington, 
Mass., will fill an urgent need. Col. 
Charles Askins. 

Maverick Rifle 

The new Maverick model rifle by 
the Ranger Arms Co., Gainesville, 
Texas, is designed for the family of 
short cartridges such as the .22-250, 
.240 WM, 6 mm, 6.5 Rem Magnum, 
.284 Win, .308 and the .350 Rem Mag­
num. The action is built for either the 
right-hander or the southpaw. Aver­
age weight of this short-action 
Ranger is 7¼ to 7½ pounds. Barrels 
run either 24 inches in No. 3 contour, 
or 22 inches in No. 2 contour. The 
tubes are all slick and there are no 
iron sights on any Ranger rifle. There 
are three grades of the Maverick, to­
gether with a fourth which is a bench­
rest single shot. Standard grade sells 
for $300. The stock wood is Claro or 
English walnut, handcheckered, with 
Rosewood pistol grip cap and maple 
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spacer. The ventilated recoil pad is 
standard. A slope-away Monte Carlo, 
together with a cheekpiece and roll­
over comb is standard. The forestock 
has somewhat squarish lines, which, 
as far as I am concerned, makes for 
more comfort and security. 

The Maverick action is machined 
from SAE 4340 steel, the recessed­
head bolt locks up with 3 large lugs, it 
is grooved to prevent stickiness, 
chromed and engine-turned, with 3 
gas escape ports in its body, plus two 
in the receiver ring. The bolt-lift is 
only 60 degrees which makes for 
speed and case of operation. The bolt 
handle is angled sharply rearward 
which in effect shortens the length of 
pull of the stock and thus makes it 
easier to function. Especially in cold 
weather when the gunner will be 
wearing a heavy outer coat. There is 
a conventional claw-type extractor 
and a spring-loaded ejector. The bolt 
release latch is in the front end of the 
trigger guard. 

The trigger is a Ranger design, ad­
justable for weight, over-travel and 
movement. It is held in the action by 
two guard screws which in turn pass 
thru and are locked into the receiver. 
The receiver is held in the stock by 3 
screws altogether. The firing pin 
travel is .2969" and is exceedingly fast 
and quite positive. This extremely 
short throw together with the speed is 
not so critical in the hunting rifle but 
Ranger also makes the Maverick in a 
single-shot bcnchrest gun and it is 
here that the short speedy firing pin 
really means something! 

There is a simple push-button 
safety located in the forward ring of 
the trigger guard. It does not effect 
the bolt which can be used to safely 
load or unload the rifle. There is a 
hinged floorplatc. Capacity of the 
magazine is 3 cartridges. Ranger 
Arms sells the most of its rifles, both 
the newer Maverick and the older 
Texas Magnum complete with scope 
and mount. Unless otherwise specified 
the scope mount will be the Conetrol 
two-piece, but any scope may be 
specified. 

The barrel is a Douglas Premium 
tube, 6 lands and grooves, 1-turn-in-
9-inches, 22 inches in length, with a 
weight of 2 lb 7 oz, caliber 6.5 mm 
Rem Magnum, on the test rifle sent 
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forward for evaluation. There is a big 
recoil lug and the barrel is glass­
bedded into the stock to a point 4 
inches ahead of the receiver ring. 

The stock, with the barreled action 
pulled out of it shows an extremely 
high degree of inletting skill on the 
part of Ranger stockmakers. The fit of 
the recoil lug in its mortise in the 
stock was extremely well done. This 
juncture had been glass-bedded and 
the bearing was complete between 
stock and bolt. 

Trigger pull on a dead lift was 4 lb 
3 oz. It was constant without creep or 
over-travel. The bolt moves freely 
and easily, the engine-turned finish 
plus the short-throw of the opening 
makes for fast rapid fire when de­
sired. 

Fired for group at 100 yards using 
regular factory 6.5 mm 120-gr loads 
the results were satisfactory for this 
light hunting rifle. The test gun ran 8 
lb with Conetrol mount and Redfield 
1X-4X scope. This is an exceedingly 
handsome and sturdy rifle, fast-han­
dling and good fitting. In the 6.5 Rem 
magnum caliber it is superb for such 
game as whitetail and mule deer, car­
ibou, sheep, pronghorn and black 
bear. Col. Charles Askins. 

to show you support the right to bear 
arms. Your favorite handgun, rlfte, or 

Sho1gun-Hammcrll, \Vin. 52 $2.00. Colt 
S. W., IIIJ:!'h Standard, Winchester. Browning 

-bar or tack: gold or silver color; $1.75 ppd, 
Mass. re&. add 3r;, tax. Free brochure. 

Dc1tlrr l11rmirics lt1ritcd. A. H. POPPER, Dept. G·82 
614 Turnpike St., Stoughton, Mass. 02072 

Add 30C for shipping & handling 

DIXIE'S GUN CATALOG IS 
THE SECOND MOST WIDELY 
READ IN THE WORLD ... BUT 
WE ARE TRYING HARDER! 

Giant-size 16th Anniversary Ed111on 
Over 100 modern muzzle-loading 
replica firearms to choose from. 
Over 300 pages of rare antique gun 
supplies. including complete kits to 
build your own muzzle-loader. 
Everything in Dixie's catalog can be 
ordered direct-no mail restrictions. 

Llama. 
The choice of 
police forces 
around 
the world. 

The Llama pistol, whether you 
choose an automatic or double action 
revolver, delivers more for your dollar. 

That's one reason why police 
agencies world-wide specify Llama. The 
other reasons-outstanding accuracy, 
ease of maintenance, durability, and 
above all, reliability. 

Finely made in one of the most 
modern handgun plants in the world, 
Llama automatics and revolvers still 
reflect an age-old heritage of fine 
craftsmanship that is the hallmark of 
very few handguns today. Each 
component part of the action is hand­
fitted to insure trouble-free service, 
year after year. 

Llama automatics are offered in 
.45, Super .38, .380, .32, .22 RF and 
9 mm models. The Martial line of 
revolvers offers 4" or 6" barrels in 
.38 special and .22 calibers. 

See the Llamas at your nearest 
dealer. You'll make the choice of police 
agencies around the world your 
choice, too. 

Write for more information about 
the fine pistols from Llama. 

Sto898i'Afms 
55 Ruta Court, S. Hackensack, New Jersey 07606 
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THE GUN MARKET 
Classified ads 20c per ward insertion including name and address 
Payable in advance. Minimum ad 10 words. Closing date November 

1972 issue (on sale September 23rd) is July 20th. Print carefully 
and mail to GUNS Magazine, 8150 Central Park Blvd., Skokie, Ill. 

BOOKS 

ALI, GUN BOOKS AND lll\LA'l'ED 'l'l'l'LES. Save on 
our "Baker's Dozen Ti'rce Premium Plan" and "Unbeat­
able Values." Send 501 for year-around mailings. Hay 
Hilln~ Anus Books Co .• 0844 Gorsten Street. Phlla­
delf)hia, Pa. 19 I 19. 

AMl•:n1CAN r\N'l'lQUJ~ <1UNS and their Current Prices. 
108 pai,:(•S. $1.00 plus 25t postage. SSA]~ for free book 
listing. l'iouecr l'ress, llox 0840. Union City, 'l'enn. 
382lil. 

BOOKS ON \VJ<;APOXS, survival plus technical and 
field manuals on many other U.S. and foreign military 
subj(1cts now arnilahle at Paladin l,re.ss, llox 130H.CG, 
Uouldcr. Colo. 80302. Send quarter for fascinating 
catalog. 

8)[ALT, AIDfS O~' TllE WOHLD mm. $17.95 
F R J,; E - Sec Xormount ad in this issue! 

COLLECTORS 

VJ81'1' DIXJlt: GUN \YOHKS, for Antl<1ue Arrus. Sorrr. 
IHI lists. 

NE\\' COT.LEC'l'OH SJ<:ltVICI~ - Hare military books. 
1m111uals, war n•lics, wcar1011s, uuifor111s, helmets, ac­
coutrements, rucdals, il1siJ.!nia, documents, J)llotos, paint­
l11J.!, 11rints. GO PaJ.!c Illustrated ('ataloJ.!LIC 501 refund­
ahlc \\'Ith onrcllasc. Peter Blinka. Jllstorical Americana, 
De11t. 0. !!'.!fl 1':Hc.t S!llll i-:itrf'ct, N'. Y. 10021-:. 

TllO::\fPRON Hl28 \\"OOD and st('e1 R('plica sub-machine 
gnn :llodel. Completply fini<.;hed and assemhlNl. Ter­
rific dPn flee-orator. l'l'ic<' $2!UJ5. Satisfaction or fnJl 
refund. U('l)l'O-l•roducts, P. 0. nox 71. Prairie Yiew. 
Ill. 600!:0. 

Nl•;\V lfl72 ILLUR'l'HA'l'l•:D CATALOG of orhdna1 an­
th1ue gun parts for U.K martial longarms. 00 photo 
J>1att's, 128 page~ detailing :lfl816 thrn :\1190:{ SJJring­
fleld, Sharps, 8J)eneer. J;:nnel<I, etc. Insignia, append­
ages, a<·<·otttrf'ments. l)O()k-.. posters, doc,1ments. buttons. 

I~el~~/{:ita\°:g i~~~n~~~~r;.~~;tl;~~t ~i~il11:'tita~·a:~\~lwri~a~~~ 
Catalog- $1.00 refuntlNl with l)UtTlrnse. R S,_" S Fir<'arms, 
88-21G Auhrey 1-henue. Glendale. :Xew York J 1227. 

ENGRAVING 

PIWDIJO)[)[E·S A H'J'IRTIC ENGJ:A YING. Folder $2.00. 
302 \Vanl Bldg., Shrew•port, I.a. 71101. 

FOR SALE 

AIR. GUNS. Tear Gas Guns. Crossbows-complete se1ec­
tio11-cx1 rernelr mmstml, catalo1rne $1.00. SUNJJ-:L COHP., 
Jl<'Pt. GC, 1!JI 7 Oltl \Villow, Northflelcl, Ill. 60093. 

nm·cl & Co. 1972 Army-Navy Stores 52 page illustrated 
cataloJ?. l\fa1,rnz.itws for ca1hint's, P38. 45. C:aran<l, 
Springfield, etc. Ilaronets. for carbine, ~Iauser, Spring­
flcltl. ('fc. <'fc .. 1Tel111Ns, Field Equipment. Pncks, ~Hcep­
in~ Hags, Snn·intl Foocls. Vi<'ld l'horl.(', lh1bh<'r Hoat.-:.. 
T('nts, Gas l\fasks, t'fc. A 11 in stoek I 1T11nclr<'<ls of 
othN itf'rns. Sf'ncl .!'iOC coin. to: Hnnl & Co., Dept. 
D-8, 3037 "1. Clark St., Chicago. Ill. 60614. 

FOR R.\T,K To (']Of.;<' <'State: all ~uns, other equipment 
used hy notnrions rn6G Fnh·er-.;ity of Texas tower sniper 
Cha.rles \Vhitman. 1 shogun: 3 rifles: 3 pisto1s: misc. 
knin's (1 \yith \\"hitman's name on hlade), and other 
parauhernaJ1a. Pur('has<'r must lmy entire lot. ~end 
offer to .\llen K 8mith. Salmanson & Smith. 105 
Xecll('s. Austin. T<'xas 78701. Attorney for ]0:state of 
Charles \\.hitman. Dt'cease<l. 

RTA'l'E C:t"X LA"'8 - Know the law: \Ye nrm·idr a 
comnl('f{' 1leuiiled leg-al <lesel'intlon of Federal and state 
J<'IHK\TDf statUf{'S C'lllT('lllh· in effect. 

Your state & nrnjor eity Cun T,aws . . . . . .$1.25 
l<'<'deral Oun f'ontrol Ac·t-lfl08 ................ ~1.25 

J,<'J::"al Publi<"ation 8en·ke, 1917-X Old "'illow Hoad. 
Xorthfl('Jd, Illinois fl00fl:t 

GUNS & AMMUNITION 

l•'EIH:BAT, l•'IHl~A.11:\fS LlCENSJ•;D Dealers: Write for 
sensational offerings most popular military rifles-ammo. 
Scrnl certiflc<l CODY l•'J,'L. Century Arms, Inc., St. Alhans. 
V<•rt11011t. 

AN'l'l(}UJ•: l<'IRl':AlOJS, Lon~ list or A"Uns made hcfore 
1S!Hl. Will trade, send 254 for list and conditions. 
l•'11lrncr·s Antique Gum;, Rte. #:-1, Detroit T.al,es, :'\llnn. 
:'i0!i0 I. 

HJFT,ES - Shotguns - Swmds - Bayonets - Military 
Acco1111·Pme11ts, Modern. l\lilitary. Antirme. Sudan Mi1i­
t111r Saher :rn"' ornrnll with black leather sheath -
'J'rn<litional Ca,•alrr Saller of India $13.00 vreJJaill. 
I,lsting of Guns, etc. 25¢. Southwestern Arms Co., 
Df'pt. G, 107 J,o,;an Rtreet,, Brooklyn, New York 11208. 

''federally negistered Automatic ,Yeapons.·· ~rany parts. 
Like new: ::\JP ~8/40 Rarrel :t:50.00. Sten Ila.rrel. $25.00; 
b<?lt, $40.00. Ii:iclude self-addressed, stamJ}Cd enYelope 
with your quest10ns/needs, no lists. Scherer, llox 24B, 
Gilberts. Jll., 601:16." 
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"Carbine 30-shot mags, $2.00; three for $5.00; fifteen 
for $24.00. 30-shot mag pouches. $l.50: pouch and 
four :{0-shot mags, $7.50. 5-shot mag. $L.50; two in 
a !>Ouch, $2.50, twenty or more. $.DO each. Adjustable 
milled rear sight, $:too. New 15 rd. mag pouches. flrn 
for $1.00, ten for $1.75. I'reintid to ten pounds in 48 
states. Insure for $.30, not resuonsible for postal 
thefts. \\·e wait three weeks for checks to clear. In­
clu<le sales tax. Scherer, Box 2-!Il. Gilberts, Ill. 
60136." 

FREI;: 1 IU)J'l'ING on Fishing and Camping Catalog. 
Braml-)fame ).ferchan<lise at 1owest discount J>rices. 
American ExJ)ress. BankAmericard. ).faster Charge, l.ini­
Card, ]larker Distributors (Dept. GC-872) -10 Indu.-;trial 
Place, New Rochelle, New York 10805. 

KlUIWIIOFFS. ~IIDAS BROW:\'IXG, Skeet & Trap 
\\"inchester 12's, 21 's. ComrnemoratiYes. old brass frames, 
year lists $1. Iledlan's, Hth & E. }'airbury, Xb. 68:l:>2. 

OXCE FIH1•JJ hrass. commercial! Prices are per 100-
1000 357's, 45 Long Colt - $3.25, $27.50. 38's .. -!5's, ~2 
Colt ?\JJ. 38 S&\V. 25 Auto .. 2:rn ()Cilitary) $2.00, 
$16.00. ::\lilitary .45's. $1.75, $13.00. Styrofoam boxes 
38 - -l5's $2.75/20! li'F'T, nequired. Postage $2.50/1000! 
Satisfaetion Guaranteed! Custom GunshOJ> 33 11eming 
Cranford, XJ 070W. ]'hone 201-276-96-!5. 

GUN EQUIPMENT 

P1':l.L1;:T AlDIS and related supplies: New high-n('r­
forrnancc 10:nropean models at discount. Ji:xclnsirn 
American source for highest-\·elocity model. Custom 
r,;porters availahle. Satisfaction Guarnnteed. ]luge se~ 
lection: world's lar~est dealN. Lit('rature fiee. Air 
Hlfl" Headquarters. Grantsville. \V. Ya. 26147. 

GUX SC'HEWS. Gf'X TAPS. Gun Drills, Loctite, Low 
SafNrs. All in ne\\" catalog 27G. Plus he]JJ on how to 
~elect the proper scope mount for )"Our rifle. Your copy 
1s free. .lust ask us. Maynard Buehler, Inc., Orinda, 
Calif. 94563. 

Binoculars. Hiflesco1>c~. ::\fost name hrancls at discount 
J>l'ices. 8t>nd 50¢ for price lists, refunded from first 
ordt:r. Nationwide Distributors, r. 0. Box 55, "~ads­
worth, Ohio -14281. 

GUNSMITH ING 

c:UN PA HTS - l\lilitary-Commercial. Ji'orelg:n-Domestic 
'l'housands of Parts in Stock Write )·011r needs. st1unncrt 
ad1ln•ss<•cl e11relopc for reply. lllustrntNl Parts f'at.uloi,t 
$1.00. Sonthestem Arms. Dept. G. 107 J,ogun Street, 
Brooklyn, Ncw York 11208. 

HUIT,D .22 Target Pistol, .22 Camper's Pistol. Gun 
]tacks, Cabinets, and blue guns - with hand tools. Sencl 
Sc sta1111> for illustrated information. Post office llox 
3G2-G. Terre Jfante. Indiana 47808. 

QUALITY RATiltEL~. Accuracy Guaranteed. All ho1t 
actions barreled on Douglas blanks. all calibers. twists 
and ,,eights arnilable. all chamherings, standard and 
magnum. l\fannlirher-Schoenauer. al-.o. BEST rn1c1;:s. 
\Valter Strutz, 3230 SunnYsicle. Ilrookfle1d, Illinois 
60513. • 

KNIVES & SWORDS 

WJ,; ::\fAKE 'l'HB Worl<l's Finest harnl-rnade knil'es. 
S1.>n<l for our fifteen J)ag<' color catalog. It al-.;o inchulp~ 
ar1!ch•s on Knife ft'iJ.!hfirHL Car(' and Skinning- of 
'J'rophiPs and How to ~l1arnen a Knife. Cat:tlOA". 50c. 
Hone Knife Com1mny. 80<i Arenne ",l''. T,ubllocl;, T<'xas 
;n101. 

BAYOXETS, MACIIETJ•:s, S\YOHDS. knives of all 
kinds - Hunting, Fill(•t. Scout, )fora. from Swed('n, 
•.rau-.;en an<l India CNemonial, Kukri Fig:hting, Gurkha 
Jack, J-:Jectricians, Utility, etc. Semi for onr li'REl~ 
descri)>tive lit('rature. 8tate Age. ]JUGO THADlNG, 
Ilox 108, lingo, Minn. 55038. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

NAZ[ 1'.fE::\fS Bought, Sole!. OriJ.tinals onl;r. I.1st 50d 
J.enkel. l 0fl0 An<lt•r<:on, l'all'-<Hle, '.'.' . .!. 07024. 

NAZI \VAH SOUVEXIRR. Latest illustrated catalog 
$3.00 cash. Disco. Hox 80:15, Cedarburg, \Vis. 53012. 

ls\'EllYBODY T,JKES DIXIE GUN \YOllKS. 

Gl~XUIXT;; HfiCKSKIX J.-\f'KE'l'S aml hnnrlreds or 
uni{lue leather irems. 8e1ul 50('! for h11ck.;ki11 money nol;;e 
an<l big color carnlni.:-. H<'rnmn Hucl,sldn CmmrnnY. DeJJt. 
32. )l(inneavolis. Minn. 55401. 

]i'Rl;;J..: sr·OHTS)fEN8 CATALOG: Low direct factory 
prices. Fishing, hunting:, gnus, ammo. reload, archery, 
clothing, snowmobiles. mini-hikes. J?tmstocks, ribs, decoys 
ttrHl camping s11pplies. HERTER'S INC., DEP'l'. CG, 
"·.-\REC'.-\, :IIINX. 5fi0!J3. 

n1':A'l'H DEALING. Ar~entine Bolo. U'its in pocket 
$-1.05. Ancient Karate flghting wcavOn. J~as:v 1l<'ff'nse 
a.L(ainst t111·ee men. $-:l.95. Send to. S & W, nox 1212, 
lfmlson, Ji'J, 33568. 

'l'ltEASt'rm llUNTF.HS! PHOSPEC1'O1tSI Relco's Til'W 
instmments detect lmried gold, silrer, coins. minerals, 
historical relics. Translstorizerl. \Y('h:ths 3 pounds. 
$1D.!J5 110. Free catalog. Relco-Afl, Uox 10839, Houston. 
'l'exas 77018. 

C'A'L'Al.OG-OUU CO::\ff'LE'J'J~ <'AT.ALOG of Swords & 
Guns. Armors & Daggers - Ji'ullv iJlnstrated. Send 
$2.00 llonse of S\\OJds & Guns. 823 \Valnut, Kansas 
c., ~10. 

SILl~X'l' Kl[,LEH ST.EEf, crossbow 200 yd. range. I'lans 
s::1.00. Crossbow, llox 411. \Yindharn, Ohio. 

l\fA.KE ::\lOXEY on GoHrnment SurJ)lus. How and 
"'hC're to Buy. Directory of ~urplus Offices. Sale Terms. 
Mail Order ltem~. Send $LOO. Booklet #::\IO-50S. 
Adams Sales llox <i398 Sta. B Greenviile. S.C., 2DG06. 

FREE H,LrSTH.\TF.D 1'1UC};LIST; caned rustic wood 
signs; hill of rights, prints and plaou<'s, \·arious types 
from $1.50 to $6.!J5. Rend sase. Ali>habetix-GS, Box-
3-:l. Jtoosernlt, New York 11575. 

SMALL AH)IS 01? THE WOHLD. Jteg. ,17.95 - FREE 
- See Normount ad in this issue! 

SALES HEl'HESENTATIYES WANTED. 'l'o handle 
exc·lusive im11011e<1 custom-C'rafted shotguns (and ac­
cessories line). 1.,rotertecl territories. Small investment 
1equirecl. N"o hig promise~ ... but unusual long-term 
potential. \Vouhl prefer a sales r<'J)r<'sentative that is 
presently Qanclling one or more lines now in related 
flelds. ancl needs a ~ood "filler-in." Choice territo1ies 
available. App))· in strictest eonflden<'e to: Ken Mad­
den. J-K DlPOHTK }"l. 0. Box -10:1, No,·ato, Calif. 
949H. 

"COS::\IOLIN:E - Two rounds $0.00; Fh·e l.,oumls $12.00. 
Postpaid, Jnstructions Inclncl<'<l. COS::\COCO. nox 3815, 
JJirmingham. Alabama 35'.WS." 

"A" FH.\)f],; C' ARIX. 1.:asilr Built! l Inexpensh·e ! Plans, 
$1.00. Guaranteed ... Ashbridge, 13ox 1627].;, Hrats­
Yille, ::\faryland 20788. 

DIF..\rOXD-STOX1i the l·Jn'DIATE HOXE Is used after 
~-ou think your blade or tool i:-J sharJ) as you can make 
it. Guaranteed to ~h·e n keener edg:e or your money 
hack. SupNior to all natural stone. Lifetime free re­
placement if it wears hollow snots. l\Can sized G"x3"xl" 
$11.95 postpaid. RJ)('('ial honeing fluid add $1.95. Uohert 
\Y. Brenn('r &, Sons. Dept. G7, 26 R \Vashington St., 
New C'nstle, Pa. HiI0I. 

GLASS 1-;y1;:s for Taxi<lermists, deco)·s. toys, statues. 
::\f. D. Hofmann Co., 963 Broadwa.Y, nrooklyn, X. Y. 
l 1221. 

HAYIXG THOT'BfJf,; C'AT('IIIXG or tracking C'oyotes? 
Rend all llll<'stions ahont Coyotes with stamped addressC'd 
envelope. Hunter to I hmtf'r rt>JJlr. $1.00. 

SpN•ialist na,·id 
57:{~!l-l-0:!(i-:l 

f'O A 97th SiR". nx. 
Al'O Xew York, :X Y. 0!J028 

)fAKE ::\IOC:'\'TA 1:7\'" "'IX]~! Just like your forfllthers 
did using your own kltd1en items Guaranteed delieious 
and J)O\\·erfnl. Sen(l $:l.00 for complete inst1 uctions. 
)fountain 1-:nterprbes, l'.O. Box 1117-G :.\fary\"ille, Tenn. 
:Ji ROI. 

NASA f'OX'l'HACT srr1:-,r.n.;n offers authentic Apollo 
4" diameter f!i.L(ht 1>atc·he!-! at $2.00 each. Souvenir 3 .. 
size, ~ 1.00 ea<"h. Anello 7 - 16 set of ten in -!" size, 
$17.50. :{" size st>t .,8.00. 
As supplier to the wor1cl's ]argest corporations. we offer 
eustom <'lllbroidered 1>at('hes from 25 pieces to 25 million. 
J.o\\est prices. Faste~t delh-ery. Design-An-Emblem 
Guide plus free sample emblem: 50¢ 

A-n Emhlem Col'J)ora.tlon. Box :-lGD5, 
,veaverville. Xorth CaroliJ1a 28787. 

1.,ICI•a:LHA UHl~X. Nazi - itetm1 (caps. rnt'clalls). Dutch 
,v,v2 helmets, <•ap - ha<lg{'s. "'anted: 1 ·s \\"\V2 tlg:ht­
ing knires. hayonrts, lTS/SV a.o. camouflaged uniforms. 
Ill. lists for 2 int. coupons. G .. l. DE GTtAAli'F De 
Hui.itcrkade 110 .Amste,i:lam Netherlnmls. 

JIIGlll-:H lXCO:\rl.;, RECUHI'l'Y and Power. 256 page 
hook 1'111:"\K n1<1. 1-eyeals ~errf'ts that make men rich! 
SKND: ~2.00 to Jim Salmela llt. #1. Box 3305 Sweet 
Home, Oregon !)7:~86. 

REAL ESTATE 

GOVERNMENT LANDS ... Low as $1.25 Acrol 
Al'allahle for recreation. im·(•stment or hom<'steading. 
li'or lat('St report. send $1.00. "'F.ST}:RN LANDS, Box 
1555-G::\I. Tacoma, "'asliington 98.J0I. 

TIUXT OX Youn O\YN LAND in the primitive areas 
of ::\lontana. Idaho. \Vashington. Canm or bnilcl your 
hunter's cahin in the IIC'art of tile big game and upland 
bird countr)·. ],'i\·e to fortv acre tracts in America's 
\"anishing wilclemess. As little as $1550. Low down 
payn]('nt. 'J't'rms avallabl" at Jess- than bank rates. 
1-:,·Ny tract with ~rowing timber. View sites and water­
front availahl(' on lakes or streams. Guaranteed road 
access, warranty deed and title insurance. Irrcplacable 
natural Jami for t'njonnf'nt now. for retirement or in­
Y<'Stment. Rcont thP sitC' for rour~e1f in th<' st'asons for 
Mule dcN, whitetail, rainhow, brook aml cutthroat trout. 
\Vl'ite for fn 1<• lists of ~ites, maps and com11Iete infor­
mation: "Heforcstation, Inc .. Dept. C-H, P. 0. Rox 
H00G Opportunity Station, Spokane, \Va.shington 09214. 

}'Jn:E lHO 2-18 page CATALOG! Describes aml pic­
tures hundreds of farms. rancher-.. town and country 
homes. husinf'ss coast to coast l Spe<'ify tn)(' property 
and JoC'ation nreferrecl. l.J:\'1T1•:D FARi\I AGENCY. 612-
1\fG \\"est 47th St., Kansas City, Mo. 64112. 

]i'TIET~ GOYJ;:H.)affiNT LA};7) information. Low as 
$LOO Arre. r. S. LancliJ::"est $1.00. Canadian Landlgest 
$LOO. nefurnlahle. L. C. A., Ilox 3810, Califon, N.J. 
0i830. 
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( Continued from page 59) 
Campaign" a 6-0" by 45" canvas which 
involved 5 years of research and 3 
years to paint, has been accepted by 
many prominent authorities as one of 
the most authentic depictions of this 
famous battle. Reedstrom's fine art il­
lustrations have appeared in GuNs 
Magazine, and other Wes tern type 
publications. He has done some re­
markable illustrations for such au­
thors as Lawrence A. Frost of "The 
Custer Album", Fairfax Downey of 
"Fife, Drum and Bugle", Carl W. 
Brehihan of "The Complete Authentic 
Life of Jesse James". He currently fin­
ished doing the jacket design, end­
sheets and chapter art for a new book 
entitled "The Gunfighters" by Dale T. 
Schoenberger. And, of course, he il­
lustrated my own book, "Saga of The 
Colt Six Shooter." 

One man whose contribution to 
Western lore is perhaps in a lighter 
vein but still cognizant of the early 
West is Stan Lynde, creator of the 
popular and world wide read cartoon 
strip, "Rick O'Shay." His story was 
told in the May issue of GuNs Maga­
zine. The enthusiastic reception that 
Rick O'Shay has been received from 
all who have viewed and read the 
strip is a credit to Stan Lynde, a real 
Westerner, and artist. 

It has just been in recent years that 
art collectors have become apprecia­
tive of the endeavors of Western art­
ists of yesteryear and today. 

Each artist has approached the sub­
ject in a different and unique way. 
The end results show clearly they all 
possess a major talent that is certain 
to grow as time goes by. All are fine 
art accomplishments worthy of the 
severest critic's consideration. Their 
dedication and their talents have 
given the West, past and present, new 
distinction. 

In closing I would like to extend my 
gratitude to the following people who 
made this article possible with their 
kind cooperation and assistance. Har­
old McCracken, author of many books 
including "The Charles M. Russell 
Book"; Les Beitz, Author of "Frontier 
Relics" and very knowledgeable in 
Wes tern Art; Mrs. Margaret E. Files 
of Thomaston, Maine, avid collector 
and fan of N. C. Wyeth; Miss Mildred 
Goosman, Curator, Wes tern Collec­
tions of the Joslyn Art 
Museum of Omaha, Neb. 

Free Brochure: 
HANDGUNNER 
First True Pistol Scope 
5¼" long/Ix or l.7x 
25" eye relief 
THE HUTSON CORPORATION 
P. 0. Box 1127 Arlington, Tex. 76010 
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TOP 
liUl\J 

THE NEW 
COMMANDO MARK Ill 

Mark Ill Prices: 
With horizontal front grip-

$132.00 Retail 

lustrated with the 
world's finest short 
range rifle siglll, the 
Quick Point sight by 
Weaver for $40 extra. 

and top gun is the boss-accurate, tough, dependable-and looks, well it doesn't 
take an expert to know that it means business. When it comes to guns, it is nice to 
know you have the very best on your side-especially when you can own the best at 
this price. The new Commando Mark Ill employs a revolutionary internal design never 
before used in any blow back type rifle and features smoother chambering action and 
easy trigger pull. Guaranteed to out perform all other 45 caliber carbines, the Mark 
Ill accepts 15 or 30 shot magazines, weighs only 8 pounds, and is 37 inches overall 
in length, requires no special license or regulations and is classified by the U. S. 
Government as a legal semi-automatic weapon. Proof of FFL license needed for 
dealer discounts. Write or phone 

COMMANDO ARMS INC. 
P. 0. BOX 10214, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37919 Ph. 615-523-3393 

SHOOTERS 

PARADISE 

POSSIBLE 

LEGALIZED LOTTERY BENEFITS USED TO PROMOTE SHOOTING FACILITIES. 
Very seldom does the opportunity arise when gun enthusiasts can band to­
gether to raise funds to help promote shooting. The Cameron Highlander Rifle 
Association are handling a legalized lottery with prizes totalling $355,000.00 
every four months. First prize is $100,000.00. Proceeds will build a modern 
indoor range in Winnipeg, Canada. To increase our standards of shooting and 
to promote this project we need everyones support. After all, if we could not 
get the support from our fellow gun enthusiasts whom could we turn to? For 
tickets please write direct to 

CAMERON HIGHLANDER RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
109 PEONY AVENUE, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, CANADA 

Please send me . . . . . . . . . . tickets @ $2.50 per ticket. 
Please send me .......... book(s) of 12 tickets per book at 
$25.00 per book. 
My cheque . . . . Money Order . . . . for $ . . . . . . . . is enclosed. 
Please send me .......... books to sell (no deposit required). 

NAME ................................................... . 
ADDRESS ............................................... . 
CITY . ..................... PROV. or STATE . ............. . 
Official receipts will be mailed to you immediately upon receiving your order and payment. 
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Ronald Paton 
S.G.B. Alexander 
This book's twelve 
plates, each printed 
in eight colors and 
suitable for fram­

ing, lllustrnte fourteen pistols from America, Scot­
land, England, Prance, and Italy. Accompanying 
each print is a detailed description or the pistol pic­
tured, Including Its hl6tory, usage, nnd unique char­
acteristics. 

117 6 Regular Price .................. $15.00 
Guns Readers ................. $12.00 

THE GATLING GUN 
Paul Wahl 

963 

Howard L. Blackmore 

In this, the first bOok to be 
entirely devoted to British 
military firearms, H ow a rd 
Blackmore starts with the sev­
enteenth century and traces 
the? development of the stand­
ard military anns from the 
matchlock musket throu~h all 
the varieties of the flintlock 
to the introduction of the En­
field rifle. Appendices give 
contract prices, measurements 
of all the main flintlock and 
percussion arms. and repro­
ductions of 102 lock, stock 
and barrel marks. 

Regular Price .................. $10.00 
Guns Readers .................. $ 8.00 

By 1019 the airplane hPd 
behind it a substantial 
history of use in warfare, 
while its pencctime ex­
ploitation in commerce 
was being a c t I v e I Y 
planned. The number of 
types of aircraft, of aero 
machines, and other 
parts, had multiplied rap. 
idly and the lncrea~e is 

this volume which runs to 

................. $25.00 

................. $20.00 

JANE'S FIGHTING 
SHIPS, 1919 

Donald R. Toppel BRITISH PISTOLS and GUNS, 1640-1840 
Catalogued and mustrated 
here with complete s1>ecl­
flcations arc all the dread­
no u g h ts , batUeships, 
cruisers, dcslrovers. sub-
1narlnes, torpedo c r a f t , 
sailing cutters, as well 
as passenger lines of all 
the world's navul oowers 
in order or their strength; 
coastal defense navies, 

1196 

The fnsclnatJng story of 
the famed Gatling Gun and 
Its colorful Inventor, Dr. 
Richard Jordan Galling. The 
authors of this book explain 
the Gatling's construction. 
and its uses dnring the Civ­
il \Var, the Franco-Prussian 
War, the Spanish-American 
\Var. A rom1>lete survey or 
the Gatling's development ts 
provided and representative 
mocf!Qls are pictured and de­
scribed In detail. 

Regular Price ................. , $ 5.95 

Ian Glendenning 
This book tnchtdes thirty­
four full-page illustrations 
of British D l s to I s and 
guns, Each gun is de­
scribed; and the book also 
includes a short history 
of firearms, observations 
on barrel Interiors, infor­
mation on muzzle-loading 
arms, notes on powder 
flasks, and a thirty-p2ge 
list of over one thouf'and 
five hundred names which 
appear on British fire­
arms. 

~~~~5rs~n~i~~fs c~c~aJ~~ 
Iustratlons of flnirs. inSll?'Tlla and rank for each coun­
try, lists of guns with fuJI specifications, a glosfaary 
of technical term in 10 languages, plus an alphabetical 
Index of the more U1on 2,000 ships. 117 pages of ad­
vertising. 

2018 Regular Price .................. $25.00 
Guns Readers ... , .. , ........... $20.00 

Guns Readers ................. $ 4.75 

1646 Regular Price .................. $7.50 

THE LEE­
ENFIELD RIFLE 

Guns Readers .................. $6.00 
BRITISH AND 

AMERICAN TANKS 
OF WORLD WAR II Major E. G. B. Reynolds 

A factual history of the Lee­
Enfield rifle and Its fore­
bears. This book Includes 
full facts and figures on the 
rifle's changef; In design, 
methods of manufacture, and 
inspections. Also Included 
are descriptions of require­
ments and conditions of 
technical trials and troop 
trials which Influenced the 
conception of each new de­
sign. Details of the chang. 
Ing patterns of ammunition 
and bayonet are given chro­
nologically. 

BRITISH MILITARY 
BAYONETS 

Wilkinson Latham 

This book gives an accurate 
identification or all British 
and British commonwealth 
bayonets from 1770 to 1945. 
Plus a general history of the 
ba.yonet to 1770. All weapons 
fanciers will enjoy many hours 
of reading pleasure with this 
profusely illustrated volume. 
A must for the war buff and 
the man of hand-to-hand com­
bat action; also a guHle for 
collectors. 1'867 

Peter Chamberlain & 
Chris Ellis 

The first comprehensive, fully 
Illustrated volume that de­
scribes all the tanks and their 
armored variants used by Brit­
ish American, and Common­
wetltth armies from 1930-1045. 
All vehicles arc grouped by na. 
Uon of origin, classified in or­
der of size and chronology, its 
history Is deSC'rll>ed and de­
tnlled specifications arc pro­
vided-light and cruiser tanks, 
Infantry tanks, combat cars, 
motor carriages, LVT's tanks 
guns, engines, fittings, more. 

Regular Price .................. $9.95 
Guns Readers .................. $B.00 

996 Regular Price .................. $9.50 
Guns Readers .................. $7 .50 1841 Regular Price .................. $8.50 

Guns Readers .................. $7 .00 

SWORD, LANCE 
AND BAYONET 

ffoulkes, Charles 
Hopkinson, E. C. 

This stand.nrd work covers 
early regulations, warrants and 
records, the sword through 
the centuries, swords of the 
army, general officers, house­
hold cavalry, cavalry, artillery, 
engineers, Infantry, pioneers, 
the Departmental Corps, the 
Roy a I Navy, belts, slings, 
knots, and many other topics. 
The numerous photographs and 
line-drawings will be Invalu­
able to collectors and dealers. 

ENGLISH, IRISH 
AND SCOTTISH 

FIREARMS MAKERS 

A. Merwyn Carey 

Information on more than 
1,750 English, Irish. and 
Scottish firearms makers, in­
cluding each man's full name, 
the years during which he 
was active, and the town or 
city and shire or c o u n t y 
where he was located. This 
book covers both long and 
short arms and those made un. 
der royal government contract 
as well as those which wC1''l 
custom-made. 

A HISTORY OF 
SPANISH 
FIREARMS 

James D. Lavin 

This authoritative hi&torY, be­
ginning with the recorded ap­
pparance of gun p o w d e r h1. 
Spain, traces the development. 
of Spanish hand firearms through 
their golden ag~thc 18th cen­
tury-to the denlh In 1825 or 
Isidro Soler. the last of the 

{~~t ~fa~~ta~ni~!~~ At~~~~ 
will be an invaluable aid for 
the collector as will the list of 
111 Spanish gunmnkers, infor­
mation about, their lives, and 
reproductions of their charac­
teristic signs. Profusely illus• 
traied. 

1645 Regular Price .................. $7.50 1644 Regular Price ................... $6.50 1240 Regular Price ................... $9.95 
Guns Readers .................. $8.00 Guns Readers .................. $6.00 Guns Readers .................. $5.00 

FREE 
THE MODERN HANDGUN 

Robert Hertzberg 

The profusely illustrated story of the development of modern hand 
armaments, including the fundamentals of revolver and pistol construc­
tion, operation, and handling. The author, a well-known authority on 
the subject, discusses single- and double-action weapons, cap-and-ball 
revolvers, the .45 special and foreign handguns, reloading your own 
ammunition, and gun safety. 

FREE with any order of $20.00 or mare 

ORDER YOUR BOOKS NOW! 

Book Dept., GUNS Magazine 
8150 N. Central Park Avenue, 

GBA-8 

Skokie, Illinois 
O I am a GUNS reader, and therefore eligible for the bonus 

book discount! 
O My order is for $20.00 or more. Please rush to me THE 

MODERN HANDGUN Free of charge. 

Enclosed is $ iri full payment for the books ordered 
below. I understand that you will pay postage. 

Boak # ____________________ _ 
NAM.._ ___________________ _ 

ADORES;:,_ _________________ _ 

CITY-------------~TATr;:._ ____ _ 

O Please forward additional book lists. (zip) 

~-----------------------------------------~ 



0018 THE APPLE DUMP­
LI NG GANG By Jack M. 
Bickham. Sheriff's re­
election is complicated by 
3 outlaw gangs planning 
the same crime. To be a 
film. (Pub. ed., $4.50) 

1461 TRUE GRIT By 
Charles Portis. All-time 
action-adventure favorite; 
14-year-old out to avenge 
her father's murder. John 
Wayne's Oscar-winning 
film. (Pub. ed., $4.95) 

1644 LITTLE BIG MAN By 
Thomas Berger. Wild, sad, 
funny modern classic about 
111-year-old Jack Crabb, 
sole survivor of Little Big­
horn. Dustin Hoffman film. 
(Publisher's ed., $5.95) 

0729 CONCERNING THE • 
DEATH OF CHARLIE BOW­
MAN By Michael Ham­
monds. A drifter's chance 
encounter with wounded 
stranger triggers tale of 
violence and vengeance. 
(Publisher's ed., $4.50) 

0133 THE LAST DAYS OF 
WOLF GARNETT By Clif­
ton Adams. WWA Spur 
Award for best novel; man 
driven by revenge is out 
to find out how top out­
law died - or get killed 
trying. (Pub. ed., $4.50) 

1081 BUNKHOUSE PAPERS 
By John Upton Terrell. 
True reminiscences of 
pre-WWI life as cowboy, 
sheepherder, hobo. Au­
thentic Americana. 20 
drawings. (Pub. ed., $6.95) 

0968 THE SEARCHERS By 
Alan Le May. Classic, 
realistic story of life on 
the Great Plains after the 
Civil War. "Authentic ... 
hair-raising!''-N.Y.Times. 
(Pub. ed., $4.50) 

0893 THE WHITE MAN'S 
ROAD By Benjamin Capps. 
How does a Comanche on 
a reservation become a 
man? Joe Cowbone de­
cides to lead a magnifi­
cent horse-stealing raid. 
(Publisher's ed., $6.95) 

0992 THE COWBOYS By 
William Dale Jennings. 
New bestseller-rustlers/ 
murder threaten pack o 
"greenhorns" on cattle 
drive. New Wayne film. 
(Publisher's ed., $5.95) 

1040 THE WILD BUNCH AT 
ROBBERS ROOST By Pearl 
Baker. True history and 
lore of Butch Cassidy's 
stamping ground. Illus. 
(Publisher's ed., $6.95) 

0869 GREAT STORIES OF 
THE WEST Ed. by Ned 
Collier. 14 classic tales 
by all-time great Western 
writers, selected from 
West Mag. (Pub. ed., $5.95) 

0794 TRAILS PLOWED 
UNDER By Charles M. 
Russell. 43 great stories 
of the Old West by the fa­
mous cowboy-artist. With 
5 color paintings and 50 
drawings. (Pub. ed., $9.95) 

r------------------------------, THE WESTERN WRITERS OF AMERICA 4
-WW-l 

Dept. BL114, Garden City, New York 11530 
Please accept my application for 
membership in The Western Writers 
of America Book Club and send me 
the 4 books whose numbers I have 
written in the boxes. Bill me 99¢ 
plus shipping and handling costs for 
all 4. 

About every 4 weeks, send tne the club's bul­
letin, Spur&, describing the forthcoming two 
Featured Selections and a variety of Alternate 
choices. If I wish to receive the Selections I need 
do nothing; they will be shipped to me automat­
ically. Whenever I want an Alternate or no book 
at all, I will notify you by the date specified by 
returning the convenient form always provided. 

I need take only 4 Selections or Alternates 
during the coming year, and may resign any 
time thereafter. Most Selections are only $1.69 
plus a modest charge for shipping and handling. 
Occasional extra-value Selections are slightly 

MR. 
MRS.------------,-.,---,--

(please print) MISS 

ADDRESS---------------

CITY----------------

STATE-----------ZlP---­
Offlce use only: 

higher. Book club editions are sometimes reduced in size. 
NO-RISK GUARANTEE: If not dellghted, I but they are all full-length, hardcover books. 

may return the entire introductory package Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. 
within ten days. Membership will be cancelled. Canadian members will be serviced from Toronto. L I will owe nothing._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Offer sllghtly difterent In Canada. ____ ..J 



This is the magnum that 
changed the shooting habits 
of the world. 
The first sporting big game 
rifle embodying the concept 
of the superior killing power 
of lightweight bullets travel­
ing at ultra-high speeds. 
Accurate shooting of game at 
extremely long ranges. 
Performance and outstanding 
design make the Weatherby 
the most copied rifle in the 
world. 
It's nice to be first. But it's 
more important to be best. 
The best is still Weatherby. 
With a nine-lugged super 
strength bolt. With hammer­
forged, hand-bedded barrels 

for greater accuracy. With 
hand-checkered American 
walnut. Lifetime things. 
lesser magnums cost less. 
They should. But with big 
game hunters who know 
magnums ... the name is still 
Weatherby. See why at your 
Weatherby dealer. 
Calibers: .224 and .22/250 
Varmintmaster, .240, .257, 
.270, 7mm, .30-06, .300, 
.340, .378, and .460. 
Priced from $299 .50. 

Send $2 for the new edition 
of ''The Weatherby Guide." 
Or for free literature write: 
Weatherby, Inc., 2781 East 
Firestone Blvd., South Gate, 
California 90280. 
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