


Nothing 
can whip 
our new Durango. 

Except termites. 

That' s because the grip is made of wood. 
Real wood. American walnut. The best. 

The Durango is one of our .22 caliber West­
ern style revolvers. It cos ts $58 .95 and you get 
a lot of gun. 

The heavy-duty molded frame is standard. 
So is the blued barrel and the nine-shot cylin­
der. One special feature is button-swaged 
rifling. This process shapes the barrel into 
micro-exact grooves and lands without remov­
ing a particle of metal. The result is a tougher 
gun . A more accurate gun. 

All in all, High Standard makes 24 different 
models of handguns . We make everything 
from sport and field automatics to the Olympic 

model. The 
Olympic is 
the only 
American 
made handgun 
to win a gold 
medal in rapid fire 
competition in the Olympic 
games. It costs $135. That's a lot of money, 
but the Olympic is in a class by itself. 

If you're thinking of buying a Western style 
revolver, check out our Durango. Compare it. 
See for yourself what we mean about value. 
Nothing can whip it. Except termites . 

And you don't run into many of them. ~ 

HIGH STANDARD SPORTING FIREARMS 
A product of the Leisure Group, Inc. 



DART® 
CO PYR IGHT 1969 DA RT ELECTR ONI CS U .S. PAT . PEND. 

ELECTRONICS ANNOUNCES 
THE ALL NEW 

GOLDSEYE® SERIES 

Fully Transistorized 

1970 MODEL 

NEW 

PROFESSIONAL MET AL 

LOCATOR OUT· 

PERFORMS 

OTHER MODELS 

MODEL XL 

Easily detects buried 

coins, relics, gold, silver, 

ONLY 

copper and all other metals. Works 

through dirt, sand, rock, wood, water, 

etc. New solid state circuit assures 

Comes complete, ready to use. 
New powerful circuit for maxi­
mum sensitivity. Has both loud­
speaker and earphone. Uses in­
expensive 9 volt battery. Light­
weight: only 2 pounds. 

maximum performance. 

NEW 
POWER-COIL 

available 
I 

I 
ORDER ONE NOW OR ADD IT ON LATER. WHY BUY 
A DETECTOR WITHOUT THIS VALUABLE FEATURE? 

The all new Dart power-coil will effec- POWER-COIL, ONLY 
tively double the penetration depth of $1295 
the XL and XXL Goldseye Models on 
larger objects that are buried deeper. POSTPAID 

MODEL 
-XXL 

VIEW-METER 

WITH 
VIEW-METER 

New View-Meter 
model detects 
objects on the 
fringe of detect­
able depths, 
means more 
sensitivity. 

MODEL $J995 
ONLY POSTPAID 

ORDER NOW FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT! 

TO: DART ELECTRONICS, P. 0. BOX 361GN HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS 77340 

D DART MODEL XL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29 .95 
D DART MODEL XXL , WITH VIEW-METER .. . $39 .95 
D POWER -COIL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.95 
Enclosed the sum of $. _ _ ____ for the items checked 

0 CASH 0 CHECK 0 MONEY ORDER 

NAM~--------------------

ADDRESS ___ _______ _______ _ 

CITY ______ _ _ STAT~E----~ZIP __ _ 



TRICCER 
TALK 

I THINK that it's about time that 
we shooters take up the fight to 

ban firearms. Wait, I don't m ean what 
you think. I mean a ban on the pos­
session, and carrying of firearms by 
the military. 

Here is my reasoning for this pro­
posal. First, Senator Dodd and other 
anti- gun legislators say that the avail­
ability of firearms is a major cause of 
violence. Right? If this is so, and I 
can think of nothing more violent 
than war, does it not follow that a 
ban on firearms for the military might 
stop all wars? 

Ah, but some sharpy in the crowd 
says that we can't ban firearms for our 
Gl's, if for no other reason than the 
2nd Amendment to the U.S . Constitu­
tion. But, if you have been reading 
your gun magazines, you know that 
the Supreme Court says that the 2nd 
Amendment meant only that the mili­
tia could keep and bear arms. Now, 
according to all the legal eagles , the 
militia means the National Guard. 
Well, the GI's are not in the National 
Guard, so they are not protected by 
the 2nd Amendment. 

* * * 
How stupid can some people get? 

Several bombs explode on the east 
coast, and a half dozen lawmakers 
stumble over themselves to get to a 
microphone or a TV camera to call 
out for stricter control over the sale 
and possession of dynamite. This 
makes a whole lot of sense, especially 
when everyone knows that you can 
buy dynamite in just abou t every 
store in the country. I can't wait for 
one of these jerks to remember what 
he said during the rush for gun legis­
lation, that "you can buy it as easy as 
candy. " 

* * * 
But GUNS award for the sad soul 

of the year must go to Rep. Abner 
Mikva. We'll be discussing his dis­
gusting piece of legislative t r ipe in 
our next issue. 
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THE COVER 

A magnificent double derringer pistol 
with a built-in blade. Made by the 
French armorer, Devisme of Paris about 
1850. Courtesy, Seven Idols Gun Shop, 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. Photo by Harry 
Kinney. 

JUNE, 1970 
Vol. XVI , No. O·Ob 

George E. von Rosen 
Publisher 

CONTENTS 

FEATURES 
DREAM GUNS OF 1970 

Rea d ers give thei r ide as of what they would like to see. .... .. ... . . .. .. . .. 18 
BERETTA TARGET PISTOLS 

Be re tta 's bid for the target market . .. . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . Jan Steve nson 20 
HAWKEN RIFLES, Part II 

Brother Samu e l keeps the Hawke n tradition alive .. .. . . ..... . E. L. Reedstrom 22 
THE RIGHT AND THE JOY 

Reflections and fe e ling s on hunting .............. . ... .. . . . . Name e r Jawdat 25 
IS THE 16 GAUGE DEAD? 

Askins cove rs this dying member of th e clan .... . ....... . Col. Charl es Askins 26 
SWENSON TAKES ON THE HI-POWER 

A master gun smith cu stomizes the Browning ..... . ... ..... . . Joseph Rych e tnik 28 
REPEAL THE GCA '68 

An info rmative feature on what can be done . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 
ASSAULT RIFLES 

History of this weapon plus exciting new contest. . . . ... Maj . George C. Nonte 32 
MAUSER HSc 

Breakdown of t his new offer in g from lnterarms . . ..... . ....... Mason Wil lia ms 36 
WHALING GUNS 

A di sa ppearing breed of gun s in Alaska . . . .. . . .. . . ....... . . Charl es J . Kei m 38 
COLOR GALLERY 

Three highly e ngra ved Winchester rifles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
THE RAREST SAVAGE 

A rare mod e l made be fore 1895 .... . . . .. ...... . ... . .... . . . Harry 0 . De an 42 
FREE GUN CONTEST 

Win a free BSA Monarch rifle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 
TEXAS RANGER COMMEMORATIVES 

A fitting tribute to this law e nforcement agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
REDUCED LOADS FOR TURKEYS 

Big-bore rifles for bagging turkey dinn ers . . . . . •. . • .. .•. . . .. .. Bert Popowski 46 

DEPARTMENTS 

Shooters Club of America . . . . . . . . . 5 
Crossfire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Handloading Bench .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . 

......... . . .. Ma(. George Nonte 8 
Questions and Answers . . . . . . . . . . . 14 
Point Blank ... .. Col. Charles Askins 16 

Jerome Rakusan . Editor 

Harold A. Murtz .. Associa te Editor 
E. B. Mann .... . ...... Contributi ng Editor 
Col. Charles Askins . Shooting Editor 
Maj . George C. Nonie . ..... . Handloading 
Di ck Miller 
Robert Mandel 

. . Trap 
. .. .. . •. . .. .. .. Antique Arms 

Wm. Schumaker . . . . . . . • . • . . Gun smithing 
Shelley Braverman . . . . . . . . . . . . Modern Arms 
Col. Rex Applegate .. .. . . Police 
Mai . George C. Nonie . .. Militory 

M f M6 f A O f lH f 

SH OOT ING 
SPORT S 

Our Man In Washington . . Carl Wolff 48 
Pull! .. ... . .... . .. . . . . . Dick Miller 50 

Shopping With Guns . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Index to Advertisers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 

The Gun Market. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 

Les Bowman 
Don McEvoy 

Jon Kaufman 

Esther C. Gee 

Sydney Barker 

Anton Majeri , Jr. 

Andrew Molchan 

Ronald Pe nn 
M. Gross 
Sally Loges 

. Hunt ing 

. .. Sales Manager 

... Promotion Manager 

... . . . . Production Mgr . 

Art Director 

... . Ass' t Art Director 

. . Adve rt ising Sal es 

. Adve rti sing Sal es 
. Ass't Circulation Mgr . 

. Subscription Mgr. 

EDITORIAL OFFICES: Jerome Rakuun , 1160 N. Central 'ark, Skokie , Il l. 60076, ORchard 5-5602. 
NATIONAL ADV. OF FIC ES , 8150 N. Central Pa rk Ave ., Skokie . Ill.. 60076 . ORchard 5-6010 . 

GUNS Ma g az ine 11 publleh•d monthl1' by PublltJbarlil' Development Corp., 8150 N. Centrr.l Par k Avenue, Sk okie , 
I ll in o is , 6 0 0 76. Second c lH• po11tage pald at S)';okle, llllno ls, and at additi onal ma li1n1r o ffi ces. S UB SCRIPT I ONS : 
One y e•r ( 1 2 llll!lue e), •7.fiO. Slnele m onthly coplec, 71)t. CHANGE 0 1!' ADDRESS: F our weeli:s' notice re quire d 
on a ll cha n g e s . Ben d o ld address a 11 well a11 new . CONTRIBUTORS submlttlDK man u scripts, phot ogr a p hs or 
dra wi n g • d o 150 at the ir own rlslr,. . Materb.l cann o t be re t urned unles e accompa nied by s u ffi c ie n t p ost.a g e . 
P AYMENT will be made at r ate l!i current a t time of publtca tlon and will cover r e pro duc ti on in an y or a ll GUNe 
Magazine edi t io ns. ADVE RTI S ING RATES furn ish e d on r eq uest . Copy r ig ht 19 7 0 Publlshers• De v e lop men t 
Cor po r a uon . All rllrhts re s e r ved . Title to thla publication p11aaea to s u b 11 c r lber on iy o n delivery lo hi s addre68 . 

GUNS JUNE 1970 



Newg f 1om the ... 
SHOOTERS CLUB OF AMERICA 
Dedicated to the Constitutional R ight of Every Citizen to Keep and B ear Arm s 

MA KILLED BECAUSE HE FOLLOWED 
ANTI-CUN HEG ULATIONS 
Last month in Granite City, Ind iana, Mr. Joe Johnson was going 
to his local bank to make a night deposit. H e ran a small 
hardware tore which was open for Friday night business. He 
was a good fam ily man with three small daughters. 

He parked his ca r and walked to the deposit chute. Suddenly 
two men ran up from behind and grabbed hi s arms. One tried 
to put a sh·angle hold on Joe's neck whi le the other lunged at 
the bag which held the clay's receipt . But, Joe was a Marine 
Corps veteran who saw combat service in Korea and had won the 
bronze tar for brave1y and two purple hearts. \·V.ith hot fight 
in his eyes, he tore himself loose and gave one of the thugs a 
resounding left hook Ile spun around with the money bag in 
his hand and ran clown tl1e dark street. But, Joe had a left leg 
full of small schrapnel particles, the old war remains of a Nortl1 
Korean hanclgrnnade, and he was now unable to run very fast 
with his bad leg. Halfway down the block the two thugs over­
took and grabbed him. A six inch knife blade fla shed from the 
robbers pocket. It came clown with a sickening thud on Joe's 
back, and he fell to tlle ground and roll ed over in pain . The 
razor shm-p, bloody knife tl1en plunged into his stoma ch and 
ripped a ten inch gash . Part of his inte tines an d a foun tain of 
blood came gushin g up from the wound. They drew a cheap .22 
pi tol a nd put three slu gs into Joe's lung, grabbed the money and 
ran. 

vVhen help arrived, Joe was lying in a pool of his own blood . As 
he was placed in the ambulance, he h·ied to ask for a priest. Ile 
died on the way to tlle hospital. 

The supreme irony is that Joe used to carry a gun when he made 
his night deposit . He even sold a few guns in his hardware store. 
But, tl1e F ederal Covernrnent had now caused him so mu ch b·ouble 
with record keeping, he discontinued his firearms sales. Then the 
local police had raised an argument about him can ying a gun, so 
he kept it at home for his wife's protection . 

It is impo sible to ay what would have happened if Joe had 
been carrying his old gun during that ghastly night. But a t the 

very least, lie would l1ave l1acl a flgl1tin g cl1ance. As tl1in gs are 
now, present trends in legislation and court room proc dure in­
dicate that the armed honest citi7en wi ll rnon be a thing of the 
pa t. THE SJIOOTE HS CLUB OF A'd ERICA belie e a return 
to concep ts that made our country grea t is neces ary. Of im­
mediate conce rn today is tllat all law-abiding citiz ns to he 
allowed the right to keep and bear arms. Th is i th only way to 
d iscourage the .l awlessness that permeates our curren t· society. 
\Ve mu st once aga in teach all good people th vita l importance 
of law and order. Then we will ma ke our str ts a safe pla ce 
to walk at night, and our cities a safe place to Ii e and ra ise our 
fami lies. 

THE SIIOOTEHS CLUB OF AMEHICA has alway been the 
clu b that advoca ted a sensible a ttitude toward gun con trol. It is 
our poli cy to res trict the use of firea rm s to se1 sible people an d to 
enforce severe penalties fo r criminal use of firea rms. This policy 
places the blame and burden where it does belong, on crim inals 
and not on the legitimate fi rearms owner. The registration laws 
have now succeeded .in getting most guns in t11e hands of honest 
citizens registered. But the problem of a constan tly rising crime 
rate has still not been checked, because firearms own d and used 
by criminals will never be registered. It is our mai n job to see 
tlrnt we ha ve the right legislation so the criminals are register d 
and not honest gun owners. 

The best way to magnify your influence on legislation is to jo in 
an organiza tion. THE SHOOTERS CLUB OF A1'1EHICA is the 
r.ight organiza tion fo r you. It works toward a future preser atio n 
of our constitutional ri ght to keep and to bear 'rm for our own 
protection. An established organiza tion like the S.C.A. ca rr ies 
considerable influence when proposin g a reasonahl alt rna ti ve 
to ill-considered legislation. But to ma inta in the tr ngth of ou r 
position as a respected and sb·ong na tiona l organization, we need 
your support. \ ·Ve need you, and we need the help of all the 
people like you. 

Lef not have more honest citi zens end up like poor Mr. Joe 
Johnson. e tl1e attached postage-free envelope to nter your 
membership in the SHOOTEHS CLUB OF A1'1EHICA today. 

SUPPORT YOUR RIGHT TO OWN AND USE FIREARMS! 
You Get All These Valuable Benefits With Your Membership 
• SPECIAL SHOOTERS CLUB 

LEGISLATIVE NEWSLETTER 

• NEW 1970 REDBOOK OF USED GUN 
VALUES-A $2.50 VALUE! 

• CLOTH EMBLEM 

• NUMBERED MEMBERSHIP 
CARD 

• OFFICIAL DECAL 

• 20% DISCOUNT ON SHOOTING, 
HUNTING AND FIREARMS BOOKS 

JOIN THE S.C.A. TODAY! 

GUNS 

MAIL THIS 
HANDY 
POSTAGE-FREE 
ENVELOPE TODAY! 
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An affiliate of: 
LEUPOLD & STEVENS, INC. 

Dept. F-N59 P.O. Box 25347 
Portland , Oregon 97225, U.S.A. 

Border DisJJiile 
Those of us with gun collections 

outside the USA are r eally in trouble 
as we can't bring back into the U.S. 
any of our military arms. In my case 
this includes a 1902 .30 cal. Luger 
used by the U.S. Cavalry as a test gun 
and therefor e judged a military. 

If one contemplates taking arms out 
of the country, h e should register 
them at the border on Customs Form 
4457. However, only three arms can 
be brough t back at one time. 

There is an escape clause written 
into the workin gs of the IRS, but per­
haps a bit difficult to u se. They will 
accept a bill of sale, rece ip t or other 
commercial document, household ef­
fects inventory , packing list or regis­
tration on Customs Form 4457 to es­
tablish the weapon h ad been in the 
U.S. If none of these are available, 
then "a sworn statement before a U.S. 
Consular or Visa Officer or any other 
F ederal Officer au thorized to adminis ­
ter oaths" may be accepted . 

This may be difficult however , as I 
h ave been r efused entry for a Ber e tta 
M34 for: which I showed registry pa­
pers from the San Diego Sheriff's Of­
fice! 

Winthrop H. Ware, M .D. 
Aguascalientes, Ags. 
Mexico 

10 Gauge Dessert 
Charles Askins' a rticle "10 Gauge 

R.I.P. " was good and I r ead it thor ­
oughly. The infor mation h e used was 
put into its proper place, or there­
abouts. But, dear old Charlie did it 
with only one eye open. 

H e loaded the 3" 12 gauge with a 
full course m eal and gave the 10 
gauge its appropriate m eal. But, h e 
held back on the dessert. The whole 
meal for the 10 ga. is 21/4 oz. of shot 
with 58 grains of AL-8 with a muzzle 
velocity of 1250. This load and the 
1 'l's oz. of the 12 gauges have the same 
muzzle velocity of 1250. The 1 'l's for 
the 12 and the 2% for the 10 are the 
ones he should have used. 

CROSSFIRE 

The use of the 10 gauge may be 
limited, but by the same token I 
v oulcl not use a .375 H & H on rabbi ts 
either. 

Slwnlder Shots 

Donald Blazek 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa 

Concerning Ber t Popowski's article 
"Basics of Deer Hun ting" (Feb. 1970) , 
h e w hines about meat loss r esulting 
fro m shoulder shots wh en u sing "mod­
ern high velocity bulle ts." I mi crht 
suggest that if he were to use a good 
quality bullet like the BBC or Nosier 
at a moderate velocity, h e wouldn't 
have that problem. A good shot 
through the shoulders will drop your 
game right there. No animal is going 
to get up and leave the coun try with 
the h eaviest portion of its body lack­
ing mobilization. I have seen game 
travel for miles after being hi t in the 
lungs. Elk are notorious for this. 
Given a choice between a li t tle shoul­
der m eat shot up and loosing the en­
tire carcass, I'll shoot the shoulder. 

W . G. "Buck" Nichols 
The Dalles, Oregon 

The '73 -Goiter 
I would like to add a few footnotes 

to Mr . Sy kes's excellent article en­
titled "Papo Arnarelo" The '73 Win­
chester in Brazil. 

P a po m eans goi ter , but m or e com­
monly is used to designa te that bulge 
at th e lower encl of a chicken's neck 
corresponding to the stomach (papo 
de galinha) . 

In my many trips t o the interior of 
Brazil, I found out that a far more 
popular and common r ifle ·was the 
Winchester Mod. 92 in the .44- 40 cali­
ber. These guns were usually found 
in the saddle ring carbine type with 
adjustable buckhorn sights. Rounds 
loaded with black powder were com­
mon Brazilian manufacture. They 
were produced by CBC (Cornpania 
Brasileira de Cartuchos) and the 
deeper one went into the inte rior the 
more prized they became. Mr. Sykes' 
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article illustrates two boxes of am­
munition from CBC but they appear 
to be of far more recent manufacture. 

A considerable number of Mod. 92 
Winchesters were imported late in the 
last century by the Brazilian rubber 
barons of the Amazon valley to arm 
their rubber tree tappers against 
jaguars and wild indians. I own a 
mod. 92 saddle ring carbine ·with a 
18" barrel, serial # 971439 which came 
from my maternal grandfather's rub­
be r plantation. 

During my last hunting safari in 
W estern Brazil, an old hunter vvanted 
at all costs to purchase my mod. 92, 
but was relatively unimpressed by 
m y other rifle, a brand n ew 30-06 
R emington mod. 721. 

A source of additional and reliable 
information on the subject is to be 
found in the person of Mr. Sasha 
Si emel, of Green Lane, Pa. Mr. Sie­
mel many years ago wrote a book en­
ti tl cl ·'Tigeroo" in which h e r elates 
hi s adventures in Western Brazil, 
w re he 1 arn d to hunt jaguars w ith 
a pear like the original natives. He 
owns and conducts a museum in 
Green Lane containing an invaluabl e 
collection of guns and m emorabilia 
from all corners of the world but 
mainly from Wes tern Brazil. 

M -16 vs. RAR 

P. E. Alm eida, M.D . 
Media, Pa. 

In r fer nee to your October '69 
issue with a letter from Mr. Abraham 
Plat ky, trne we are the best fighting 
force in the world. No argum nt! 
About the tatem ent referring to 
"meat heads", civilians have their 
share also. But on this statement of 
th e M-16 b eing junk, I'm glad i t' 
only an opinion. 

Speaking from experience, this i 
my second tour in Vie t Nam, I have 
noted the following : the M - 16 is 
lighter; it fire more rounds per min­
ute; the number of rounds per basic 
issue is greate r for the .223; the basic 
weight is less; the maneuverability 
of the M-16 is greater under the fast 
chang ing combat conditions ; and the 
care and m aintenance of the M-16 is 
ea ier. 

The M-1 Garand is a great old 
weapon, but speaking of the appro ­
priate weapon for the time fram e, so 
was the · K entucky long rifle, the 
Spence r, and the Gatling gun. At this 
time most G .I. 's would prefer the 
M- 16, M-60 machine gu n and the 
Mini-Gun. 0£ course this is only an 
opinion. rd suggest Mr. Platsky check 
with the Vets from Vie t Nam, they 
too are ex-G.I.'s . 

(Name withheld upon request) 
APO San Francisco 
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Announcing the new 
Classic Serles by Weaver. 
Weaver proudly Introduces three 
all-new scopes: the 3-power 
Classic 300, the 4-power Classic 
400, the 6-power Classic 600. 
The Classic Series is for the 
shooter who wants all the accuracy, 
dependability, and outstanding 
features of Weaver's famed K 
Models - plus the unique design 
of true years-ahead styling. 
Plus the satin black finish of a 
polished, hard anodized aluminum 
alloy tube. Plus feather-light weight 
In the tradition of the K Models, the 
Classic Serles has an optical system 
of unsurpassed brilllance, 
illumination, resolution, and 

definition. Micrometer click 
adjustments are accurate. 
dependable, shockproof, fast and 
easy to use. 
Weaver's exclusive triple 
weatherproofing allows effective 
use in any weather. The constantly· 
centered reticle remains squarely 
centered even if excessive 
adjustment is required. 
They're authentic classics in styling, 
real thoroughbreds in rehable 
performance. See the out-front 
Classic Series - at leading dealent 
everywhere. Priced from $49.95. 
Or write for the 1970 Weaver cata og: 
W. R. Weaver Company, Dept. 43, 
El Paso, Texas 79915. 

The Classic Series 
by Weaver. 



RCBS® 
PRECISIONEERED® 

~[ill\Ym~~~ 
1J(]J(]J~~ 

Designed for fas t, accurate 
p owder charges! 

NEWRCBS® 
POWDER SCALE 

Precisioneered to give yo u a l ifet ime of service 
and accuracy. Rugged, compact, and Precision­
eered to give you fast, accurate weighings of 
powder (or bullets) from l /10th of a grain u_p 
to 505 gra ins. Large, easy-to-read graduat ions 
and numbers are engraved in white on black 
anodized scale beam. Magnetic damper el imi­
nates excessi e swi ng of beam to give you 
instant readings within l /10th of a grain 
accuracy. Counterpoises slide easily but stay 
in place after se ting. Bearings are precis ion­
ground for years of trouble- free se rvice. Base 
designed to prevent tipping. Leveling screw has 
been placed to ou tside of Scale to permit fast, 
easy leveling. Scale pan has specially des igned 
spout to permit smooth, uniform pouring of 
powder. $ l 995 

RCBS UNIFLOW II 
POWDER MEASURE 

With this tool anybody ca n throw 
consisten tl y accurate and uniform 
powder charges ! RCBS Prec ision· 
ee red mea surin g cylinder uniform · 
ly pours powder into case; thi s 
elim inates th e haza rds of over· 
load s ca used by clogg ing when 
charges are dumped. Ch anges 

'1'.~!JlllE!!!I;> f rom one cha rge to another qui ck-
ly and eas ily with numbered 

measuri ng screw - whi ch also se rves as reference 
for future charges. Mounts eas il y on press or bench. 
Fits .22 to .45 caliber case s. Optional .17 ca liber 
drop tube available. Powder level visible at all 
tim es. Complete with stand plat e. Ch oice of large 
or small measu ring cy linders. Small cy linder rec­
ommended fo r pistol and bench res t charges. 

Choi ce of large or small cy l i nder .. ...•..• $2250 
With both measuring cyli nders .... $27.90 
Optional .17 calibe r drop t ube .. .. ...... $3 

RCBS POWDER MEASURE STAND 
Rai ses Powder Measure to prope r 
working height. Plenty of space for 
positioning Powder Sca le or cases 
in load ing block underneath Powde r 
Measu re drop tube. Fits all Powde r 
Measures with $600 
7/a"-1 4 thread . •.•............ 

Buy From Your Gun Dealer And Be Sure ! 

RCBS"' 

~ 
~ 

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
RCBS, INC. DEPT. E-6 
P. 0 . BOX 1919. OROVILLE 
CALIFORNIA 95 65 

JlCBS, Preri\10111med, and l t> e Rock Ch11ck symbol are reeislered trade marks of RCSS, Inc, 
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HANDLOADING 
BENCH 

I F YOU'RE ONE OF those fellows 
who are forced to hunt deer with a 

shotgun-and h ere in Illinois that's 
everyone not using a bow or muzzle 
loader-it's not too early to think 
abo ut n e):t season. 

Except in those states reqiiiring th e 
use of buckshot, the hollowbase slug 
in 12 gauge is far superior to an ything 
else r eadily ava ilable. F actory rifled 
slug loads are generally more accu­
rate than you 'd expect. It takes some 
doing to match their performance 
with h andloads, but you can come 
close enough that the eight-pointer 
sneaking along the edge of that corn ­
field will never know the diffe r ence. 
The major drawback of factory loads 
is their cost-no great thing as far as 
rounds fired at gam e is concerned. bu t 
the practicing yo u r eally must do, can 
sure dent a wallet. Top handloads 
n eedn ' t cost you more than a nickel 

ach if you cast your own slugs, bu t 
will go twice that, and more, if you 
buy them. 

L yman Gun Sight Co. offers a mold 
to cast the hollow slug with smooth 
walls. Cas ting is no different-in fact 
easier-than for any hollow- base or 
hollow-point bullet. The external ri­
fling of factory slugs can then be ap­
plied by processing the slug through a 
swaging die, a lso supplied by Lyman, 
but is rather heavy work. In r eality , 
rifling hardly adds enough accuracy to 
make it worth the effort. Smooth 
slugs shoot jus t as well in many guns. 
If this seems strange, consider that 
the bulk of the slug's s tability is gen­
erated by the extreme forward posi ­
tion of its center of grnvity-it pro ­
duces a sort of arrow-like flight that 
doesn't appear to improve much w ith 
the sligh t amount of rotation given by 
the rifling- like ribs. 

Smooth or rifled, the sl ug requires 
more than casual loading treatment. 
Simply dropping a soft wad column 
over the powder and seating the slug 
won't do the job. 

Paper cases are most practical since 
they produce a better crimp. Anyway, 
repeated loading presents no problems 
and r elatively few cases are used. 

Hercules Unique seems to produce 

By MAJ . GEO. C. NONTE 

bette r result than typi cal shotshell 
powders. A charge of 29 gr a ins will 
produce in exces of 1500 fp at safe 
pressures with the other componen ts 
and procedures we'll m ention. Ni tro 
card over-powder wads a re accep ta­
ble, but the load will be more efficient 
when a plastic cup-type such as the 
Alcan AiJ: - Wcdge is u ed . Seat it with 
50 lb . pressur , then follow with 3/s" 
to 112" of good quality filler wad (de­
pending on case used). Add one or 
two .200" thick nitro card wads. This 
is the key to success- without at least 
one heavy card wad dil'ectly unde r 
the slug, filler wad material will be 
blown into the base cavity or the base 
will be d eform ed and accuracy goes to 
pot. The card wad prevents this and 
supports the slug uniformly aro und 
its perimeter. This is far uperior to 
th e once- recommended practice of 
fi lling the s lu g base with wax or 
grease. As with a ny other shotshell 
load, the fille1· wad length must be 
varied to leave the proper amount of 
case for a solid roll crimp. 

Ly man produces a .roll crimp head 
for use in a drill press or portable 
drill. Powered use ma kes for a much 
tighter crimp than the old hand­
cranked tool or the cam-driven head 
on the Lyman shot hell loader. I've 
cbtained best J"esults by dipping ·114" of 
the case mouth in m elted beeswax 
afte r seating the full wad column ; 
dropping in the slug ; then crimping in 
a drill press run at slo w speed (about 
400 rpm) ; mainta ining moderate 
downward pressure until the wax 
melts into the crimp. The slug should 
be held tightly in place by the crimp 
after the wax has hardened . If not, 
re-crimp. 

The ideal 12- ga uge slug load , in my 
opinion, consists of a n ew or once­
fired 2% " paper case and any good 
primer (if you must use 3" cases, sim­
ply increase wad column 1/,i") ; 29 
grains of Unique ; Alcan Air-Wedge 
over- powder wad ; one 3/s" ( %" ) 
composition fille r wad ; two .200" Nitro 
ca rd wads ; a smooth (unrifled) hol­
low-base slug cast of very soft lead in 
a Lyman mold ; all followed by a 

(Continued on page 12) 
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llational r:afle 8ssoclation 1030F 

1600 Rhode Island Ave., N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036 

RUSH me my confirming membership application fo r 
NRA membership, enter my subscription to The Ameri ­
can Rifleman and send me details of all the benefits to 
which NRA membership entitles me. 

D $6 Enclosed D Bill me 

(P lease Print) 

____________ state _____ Zip ____ _ 



Our traP. guns won 
both WorldS International 
Championships in 1969. 

You'd figure that anyone who 
makes trap guns that wrap ~p 
men's and women's international 
championships in a single year 
must know something about 
skeet guns. And you'd be right. 

Start with our 700 Trap 
Over-and-Under. Its graceful 
low-profile design gives you the 
fastest point on the firing line. 
Look down its chrome-lined 
Roto-Forged barrels and an 
extra-wide vent rib guides your 

eye for perfect sighting. The 
receiver is solid steel, deluxe 
hand-engraved. The stock is 
select walnut with a new finish 
that has the look and feel of an 
oil finish, but much greater 
durability. 

You say skeet's your 
game'! Pick up our 700 Skeet 
Over-and-Under. You'll get all 
the features of our 700 Trap in a 
skeet model. 

The breaks are yours 
with our 600 Trap Over-and­
Under. Get chrome-lined barrels, 

automatic selective ejectors, 
solid steel receiver and select 
walnut Monte Carlo or straight 
stock all in one hard-hitting 
package. 

Add the boring for 
superb skeet performance to the 
above features, and you've got 
our 600 Skeet Over-and-Under. 
Like the 600 Trap, its barrels are 



Now about 
our skeet guns 

forged from high-tensile steel 
for extra strength. And, like all 
Ithaca-SKB double guns, it has 
the most foolproof single-trigger 
mechanism yet devised. 

Get the world's best in 
trap with our championship 
performer MX-8. Interchange­
able trigger groups let you 
change firing sequence or switch 
to double triggers in seconds. We 

put a high concave vent rib dn 
this beauty with a 5-inch ramp 
for easy sighting. There's even a 
vented middle rib for maximum 
heat dissipation and fast, smooth 
swings on the windiest day. 

The MX-8's counterpart 
is our Competition I Skeet. Its 
chokes are individually bored for 
maximum performance. For the 
best balance and smoothest 
swing possible, we've left the rib 
solid 51h inches from the muzzle. 
The stock is made to your 
dimensions from hand-checkered 
European walnut. 

So, you see, our Ithaca 
skeet models are every bit as 
good as their trap brothers. 
They just haven't won any 
world's championships yet. Who 
knows, y"ou may be just the man 
they're looking for. 
Ithaca Gun Company, Inc., 
Ithaca, N. Y. 14850 

·-=l­•ithatagun® 
A GENERAL RECREATION, INC. COMPA Y 



IT'S NOT OUR FAULT 
WE'RE HARD-PRESSED TO 
KEEP UP WITH ORDERS 
FOR THE POWERFUL NEW 

BENJAMIN AIR RIFLE 
•.• IT'S YOURS! 
(AND WE THANK YOU.) 
When this Benjamin was introduced last 
Fall, we expected its sleek lines, superior 
performance and reliability to appeal 
stro ngly to shooters, young and old alike. 
But who ever dreamed we'd have to work 
like beavers to meet demand. Surprising? 
No. This fine single shot with its amazing 
peak power and higher standa rds of ac­
curacy and safety opens a new world of 
shooting fun. And we judge that cus­
tomers with an eye for value sense thi s 
fact the moment a dealer puts this 
Benja min in their hands. 
What does all this mean to you? First, we 
must be building these guns right. A slew 
of orders tells us more and more gunners 
are discovering the thrills this great air 
rifle adds to indoor/ outdoor uses. Al so, 
we predict another jump in demand in 

the days ahead. Don 't take chances. 
See your dealer soon. Be sure of get­
ting the model you want. 3 calibers at 
moderate price : Model 340 Cal. BB -
Model 342 Cal. 22 Pellet - Model 347 
Cal. 177 Pellet. 

USE BENJAMIN H-C PELLETS 
''Sized and Lubricated'' 

For greater accuracy, 
tighter g roup s, no ~: e 
powerlossorjamming : ~ 

re~~-:?. ~~r~~~:~ g~~~ ·~· -~=~L'. 
with standard rifling. ' _.._... 
177 and 22. 250 or 500 
per can. 
BENJAMIN AIR RIFLE CO •• 

881 Marion St. · · 1 

St. Louis, Mo. 63104 · 

FAMOUS 
CURRIER AND IVES 
SHOOTING.PRINTS 
FOUR for $4. A lim ited ed ition of the rare 
1875 Currier and Ives humorous shoot­
ing prin ts. Reproduced in full color on 
fine pape r, ready for framing. 15" x 19", 
including border. Only $4.00 fo r a set of 
four. Originals cost $50 or more each. 

These famous caricatu res depict the 
international rifle matches held in 1875. 
Titl es: Erin Go Bragh!, E Pluribus 
Unum!, The Highland Fling!, The Queen's 
Own! 

Order now. Supply is limited. Send 
cash, check or money order. 

Remington Sportsmen 's Prints Dept. J 
P. 0. Box 731 
Bridgeport, Conn. 06601 

Please send ( ) sets of four Currier and Ives 
prints. I enc lose $4.00 for each se t. 
Name ____________ _ 

Street or Box No. _________ _ 

City ___ ___ State __ Zip _ _ 
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heavily -waxed, tight, roll crimp. This 
load will generally stay within 5" for 
5 shots at 50 yards from a properly­
sighted single-barrel gun. It may do 
as well from either of the barrels of a 
double, but rarely will the hvo barrels 
shoot to the same point of a im. 

Unfortunately, many shooters fail to 
fit their gu ns with proper sights. 
Nothing less than good adjustable rifl 
sights are acceptable on a shotgu n to 
be used w ith slugs. And, zeroing 
(preferably at 50 yards) is fully as 
important as with a rifle. In iron 
sights, I prefer the Williams Gun 
Sigh t Co. "Foolproof" model with 1/s" 
aperture and a wide blade front s ight. 
As for scopes, and they are quite use­
ful with slugs, any good l" diameter 
l- 1/2 X to 4X is fine, though I lean 
toward the lesser magnification. Red ­
field's new "W idefield" line with its 
unusually wide field of view should 
be perfect for shotgunning deer. 

Most important of all is to get in 
plenty of shooting with the gun/load 
combination well in advance of hunt­
ing season. If you haven 't zeroed 
properly and fired at least 50 rounds 
of your hunting load at ranges of 25, 
50, 75, and 100 yards, you aren't really 
ready to hunt with that outfit. With 
that in mind, hie yourself to the load ­
ing bench now and begin the prepara­
tions by assembling at least 50 rounds. 

• • • 
Zero Bullet Company, 7254 Farnum, 

Inkster, Michigan, 48141, recently sent 
us a goodly batch of assorted handgun 
projectiles with which ~ve've been 
playing the past few weeks. Predomi­
nant in the line is a basic jacketed, 
hollow soft point design carrying an 
unusual cannelure. This crimping 
groove is not rolled or knurled con­
tinuously around the bullet in the 
usual m anner. Instead, the groove is 
formed in a number of equal-length 
segments which do not quite meet­
leaving about * 2'' of full diameter 
bulle t between them. This tYlJe 
cannelure is formed by jaws inside a 
die, arranged to press inward on the 
bullet, thus the bottom is smooth, not 
serrated as in roll d-in cannelures. 
The late Jim Harvey utilized a similar 
method on his "Jugular" bullets, but 
placed the cannelure at the mouth of 
the jacket. Zero bullets have longe r 
jackets and the cannelure is located as 
dictated by the cartridge for which 
the bulle t is intended . Joe Stallings, 
honcho at Zero, tells us this type of 
cannelure offers greater resistance to 
bullet movement than the conven­
tional type. In addition to the case 
mouth turning into the groove, it 
"bites" into the ungrooved segments 
of the jacket, thus obtaining a more 
secure grip. The idea does seem to 
have merit. 

Zero jackets extend well forward on 
the bullet ogive so as to prevent lead­
ing and control expansion to some d e­
gree. The basic 110 grain bullet is of­
fered in both .355" and .357" diameter 
for the various 9mm cartridges and 
those of .38 and .357 p rsuasion. The 
latter includes the .38ACP a nd .38 
Super, a fact often overlooked. Veloc­
ities as high as 1300 fps can be pro­
duced in 9mm Luger; 1500 in .38Spcl.: 
1600 in .357 Magnum ; 1400 in .38 
Super. Thus far we've obtained excel­
lent acc uracy from these two bullets 
at 25 yards in .38 Specia l and 9mm. 
The 9mm version has a more rounded 
nose for reliable feeding in auto-load­
ers. Even so, we've gotten good feed­
ing in the same guns and the .38 
Super with the blunter .357" bullet. 

Zero a lso supplies a n excellent 
solid-base 148 grain swaged 1 ad wad­
cutter bullet in .357" diameter. Cul'­
rent production carries an Alox lu bri­
cant, though previous millions used 
the no longer available Anderol. In a 
new Colt Trooper Mark III, thi bullet 
produced one-hole ten - shot gro ups at 
25 yards with 2.7 grains of Bullseye. 

Zero Bullet Company is not a small 
hand-tool shop and keeps well over 
1,000,000 bullets in stock. Bullets are 
made on automatic machinery at high 
speed. The wadcutters, for example, 
flow from a single machine spitti ng 
out 7000 per hour-and they ar e lu­
bricated and ready to load without 
any further operations. Lead wire 
goes in one end, finished lubricated 
bullets come out the other. 

• • • 
Everyone occasionally has reason to 

expand the neck of a case a laL"ger 
than usual amount-as in opening up 
7.62mm or .308 to .358 Winchester. 
Simply running the smaller case over 
the s tanda rd .35 caliber expander plug 
can easily ruin it. This can be avoided 
by grinding a long taper on the ex ­
pander, leaving only about '\..'tG" of it 
full diameter. I do this on a Dremel 
Moto-Tool h eld in a bench stand. Re­
duce the tip of the expander until it 
will enter the .30 neck, then grind a 
straight taper up to the full diameter, 
eliminating any steps or shoulders 
and knurling that might be in be­
tween. This taper must then be pol­
ished as smooth as possible. The re­
s h a p e d expander will then pass 
through the neck and open it up 
smoothly if properly lubricated. 

Flaring case mouths is almost in­
variably recommended for pistol cali­
bers; hardly ever for bottle neck rifle 
cases. I find I can eliminate difficult 
bullet seating and occasional damaged 
case necks by dropping a tapered 
punch into the case mouth to produce 
a very slight flare ; hardly visible. Flat 

(Con tinited on page 51) 
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Stoeger 
Born in America 

Now Made in America 

MUZZLE JUMP - unique tog­
gle action tends to compen­
sate for this-permits shooter 
to remain "on target" even 
under rapid fire conditions! 

BARREL - hammer rifled and 
solidly joined to frame by 
new and unique, patented, 
process. 

TRIGGER -short, light, crisp 
trigger action of match pis· 
tol quality - unmatched in 
the handgun field! 

SAFETY -positive side lever 
safety locks trigger, sear 
and bolt. 

MAGAZINE -eleven shot ca­
pacity designed for foolproof 
straight-line feed of shells 
Into chamber. 

IGNITION TIME-short, fast 
!lammer throw results in 
match pistol ignition time, 
superior accuracy. 

PATENTED TOGGLE ACTION 
- accepts all standard and 
high-velocity .22 long rifle 
cartridges interchangeably­
even when mixed in the 
magazines! 

CLEANING-quick and easy 
takedown, with plunger hole 
in rear of frame perfectly 
aligned with the bore- per­
mits cleaning of the barrel 
from the rear - as all fine 
weapons should be cleaned! 

Actually, the Luger is as American as apple pie. It was 
orig ina l ly des igned by an American , Hugo Borchardt , who 
tried to market it in the Un ited States. No sale. So, being 
enterprising , he sold the idea to a German firm where 
George Luger came up with the Luger design as we know 
it . Stoeger popularized this model in America! And now -
t hanks to modern engineering and manufacturing methods 
- it says "Made in America " on the Luger. Some of the 
featu res we 've shown above just don 't ex ist on other side­
arms. Luger's reputation as the most accurate and reliable 
sporter around is no accident . Police departments have 
realized that and many are now using the Luger as a train­
ing weapon. Next time you visit your favorite gun dealer, 
see the Luger . .. heft it .. . try it , odds are, you ' ll put a 
Luger in your shooting program. Available with 41/2" bbl. 
$69.95 or 51/2" bbl. $72.95. Send for Illustrated Brochure Dist. in Canada by Canadian Sauer Ltd., Toronto, Can. 
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Omark-CCI brings you a completely 
new innovation in .22 rimfire pack· 
aging. Th is handy, reuseable plastic 
conta iner keeps your cartridges dry, 
clean, and ready for fast, convenient 
use. No more damp, torn, crumpled 
paper boxes with loosely scattered 
shells. The new Omark-CCI " 100 pak" 
now at your dealer's. 

SEE YOUR LOCAL OMARK-CCI DEALER 
OR SEND 25¢ FOR " 22 BALLISTICS FACT BOOKLET" 

OMARK CCI, INC. 
Box 856, Lewiston, Idaho 83501 

,'l'Yll~R!f 
Sporting Equipment Division 

------The Guns Magazine------

Panel oF £xperl~ 
ANNOUNCINGHI 

NEW GUNS "SPEED SERVICE" QUESTION POLICY 

Effective immediately, GUNS Magazine readers will have available 
a new concept in question and answer services. This improve d " Spee d 
Service" will get you the answer you need- fast-when you need it , and 
from any of our enlarged Panel of Experts. Readers will now direct 
their question to the appropriate member of our panel, and they will 
receive their answer by return mail. This new service will function prop­
erly only if you, the reader, will follow a few simple rules: 

1. Each question should be sent directly to the panel member bes t 
suited to solve your problem. Mail questions directly to the expert 
at the address shown below. 

2. Each question- only one question per letter, please-must be ac­
companied by a self-addressed stamped envelope ond $1.00. 

3. You will receive the answer to your question directly from the 
expert. Our panel will select the most interesting questions for 
publication in this column, but you don't have to wait for the 
magazine to get your answer. 

4 . Letters with questions which do not have $1 .00 will be disregard­
ed; those without a self-addressed envelope will be answered in 
the magazine, and not directly. 

We have enlarged the staff of our Panel of Experts to give you the 
best possible service on your questions. Remember, write directly to 
the expert at the address below-do not send questions to GUNS Maga­
zine-and be sure to include the $1.00 and the self addressed envelope. 

Robert Mandel-Antique Arms 
8142 N. Lawndale, Dept. Q, Skokie, Ill. 60076 

Shelley Braverman-Modern Arms; Forensic ballistics 
Dept. Q, Athens, New York 12015 

William Schumaker- Gunsmithing 
208 W . Fifth , Dept. Q, Colville, Washington 99114 

Les Bowman-Hunting 
Box 286, Bountiful, Utah 84010 

Maj. George C. Nonte-Handloading 
P.O . Box 3302, Dept. Q, Peoria, Illinois 61614 

George E. Virgines- Fast Draw 
P.O. Box 2014, Northblake, Illinois 60614 

Maj . R. 0 . Ackerman - Black Powder Shooting 
9627 Arvada Ave . NE, Dept . Q , Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112 

Dick Miller- Trap & Skeet 
Casa Correo Sta ., P.O. Box 21276, Dept. Q, Concord, Calif. 95421 

Carbine Mal/ m1.ctions 
I r ecen tly became interested in 

h andloading for the M-1 carbine 
using cast bullets. The few articles I 
found on the subject recommend 
using linotype metal. I have heard 
that shooting this type of bullet will 
cause malfunctions in the carbine ; 
causing the gas port in the barrel to 
accumulate the lead. Is there any way 
to prevent this or should I discontinue 
the use of cast bullets? 

Charles Tinsley 
Tullahoma, Tenn. 

The clogging of M-1 carbine gas 
ports due to the use of cast bullets 
appears to be a sometime thing. I t 
doesn't always happen, but it does oc-

casionally. The only wcty to gitarantee 
tlwt it will not eventually tie up any 
particular gun is to periodirnlly clean 
the gas port and cylinder. The 7Jort is 
cleaned simply by backing oiit the gas 
piston retaining nut, then riinning a 
twist driH or pin reamer of port siz e 
u p thro1tgh the gas port into the bore, 
cutting oiit any and all deposits. At 
the same time, the interior of the cyl­
inder should be examined and any 
significant buildup of fouling scraped 
out. Generally, several thoiisand 
lead-bullet rounds are required be­
for e sufficient clogging will deve lop to 
interfere with operation. 

The only other way to make certain 
no difficulties will ever be encoun­
tered is to use jacketed b?tUets. G. N . 
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Cased Beals 
I would like your opinion on the 

followi ng described gun and its 
value: It is described as a B eals Pat­
ent, 6 shot, cap and ball rifle, .44 cali­
b er , 24" barrel of which the first 8" is 
octagon , rest is round. On top of the 
barrel is marked "E. Remington and 
Sons, Ilion , New York, USA Patent 
Sept. 14, 1858." It is in a wooden case 

wi th a 28% " shotgun barrel, about 28 
gauge. Remington claims no knowl­
edge of any such combination having 
been assembled in their plant. There 
are also a number of .44 cal. cast bul­
lets and some wads in the compart­
ments. Overall condition of the rifle is 
NRA Very Good. 

Francis P. Hopkins 
Ilion, New York 

From your excellent picture, I 
would consider that your cased Rem­
ington .44 caliber Revolving R ifle 
with extra shotgun barrel to have a 
collector's value of app1·oximate ly 
$800.00. It looks to be an exce llent set 
and would enhance any gun collec­
to1·'s collection. R. M. 

Barrel Wear 
Among my collection of Wincheste r 

lever action rifles, I have seen several 
that I like to shoot occasionally like a 
'94 in .38-55 and a '73 in .38-40. Both 
r ifles have bores in mint condition. 
Will jacketed bullets produce any ap­
preciable wear as the barrels are not 
marked as "nickel steel" or "fo1• 
sm okeless powder." 

Wayne A. Hoffman 
Blue Earth, Minn. 

Present-day factory-loaded ammu­
nition in .38-55 and a .38-40 is loaded 
with rela.tively thin-jacket, soft-cored 
bullets which I do not fee l will ccmse 
any significant harm to the barrels of 
your rifles unless tlsed in very lclrge 
quantities. If you plan on shooting ten 
or fifteen thousand rounds of such 
amniimition through each of the ba.r­
re l.s, then I might become just Cl wee 
bit concerned <lbout it. How ever, the 
average mnount of shooting thclt one 
might expect to do with such guns 
and ci.mmunition will certclinly not 
harm the barrels.-G.N. 

llof]man Rifl.e 
I have a caplock rifle that needs 

identify ing. It has an octagon barrel 
tha t appears to be about .36 or .38 cal­
iber. The barrel is marked "J .V . H off­
man, Attica, Indiana." The engraved 
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lockplate is marked "Whitmore & 
Wolff. Pittsburgh." The curved butt­
plate and ramrod hardware are of 
brass and the full s tock looks to be of 
maple. Would it be safe to restore the 
gun to shooting condition? 

M . L. Hittle 
Mar Vista, Calif. 

I find listed in American Firearms 
by Van Rensselaer the name Hoff­
man, J. V. , Attica, Indiana. I would 
say that the gun is definitely a collec­
tor's item .... . this does not mean thclt 
it cannot be used . . . . . this is up to 
you. If taken care of and used spar­
ingly it should double as a collector's 
item and a useable percussion arm. 
It's v alue if in excellent condition 
would be at least $150.00.-R.M. 

Eagle Luger 
In 1935 I bought a Luger for ten 

dollars. It is 7 .65 mm, has a 4112" ta­
pered barrel, DWM in scroll on the 
toggle, American Army eagle on top 
of the chamber and the load indicator 
is spelled in English instead of the 
usual "Geladen." Below the serial 
number on the bottom of the barrel is 
the word "Germany." All numbers 
match and the gun functions p er­
fec tly. I have heard many stories on 
the value of this gun but would like 
your opinion. 

Ben Robertson 
Te rrell, Texas 

Yom· description fits 1906 Americcm 
Eagle Luger, sometimes called the 
1900/ 06 Luger. 

It is estimated that less than 8,000 of 
t his model were made for commercial 
sale in the United States. 

In Fair to Good condition the cur­
rent value of your gun would be about 
$135.00-175.00.-S.B. 

German Drilling 
I have a German Air Force drilling 

(survival) , Sauer-Suhl, 12 gauge 
double over 9.3x74R. This gun has all 
original equipment including a le tter 
from the factory dated Sept. 10, 1942. 
The gun appears never to have been 
fired. What is the value? 

D . W. Groves 
Birmingham, Mich. 

You are hlcky, indeed . Age is in 
your fav or in a case like your gun. A 
genuine 1942 unfired Sauer drilling 
with clll original equipment (survived) 
which was: case , telescopic sight, reg­
u lar & sub-caliber inserts, etc. should 
be worth $600-650.00. These gtms are 
not common today and the accessories 
are very, very rare-being cictiially 
w orth more than the gun.-S.B. 

5HERIDIPJN 

The ~heridan pneu­
matic rifle is in a class 

by itself for reliab ili ty, 
power, accuracy, and safety. 

When you put a Sheridan to your 
shoulder, you'll know it's no ord inary 
air rifle. 

Feel the balance .. . the match - type 
trigger pull ... the overall of quality per­
formance. Here the best materials , and 
precision machining . . . the finest crafts­
manship and engineering are com­
bined in one superior rifle. You get so 
much more for so little extra. 

INDOORS & OUTDOORS 
Safe enough for indoor target matches 
- powerful enough for small game and 
pest control. The Sheridan is the safe 
way for a father to teach his son proper 
gun training . 

ADDED SAFETY WITH 
CONTROLLED POWER 
The Sheridan rifle has an extra safety 
factor built in with its "Contro ll ed 
Power" principle. Just three pumps 
are all you need for safe, accurate in­
door target practice. You control the 
additional pumps you need for more 
powerful outside shooting. 

TWO FINISHES 
Take your choice of two finishes-the 
Silver Streak or the Blue Streak rifle. 
Each is available with a choice of th ree 
types of sights-Open, Sherida n­
Williams 50-SH Peep and Weaver C4 
or Bushnell Custom 4X scopes. 

LOW COST AMMO 
Special Sheridan Bantam 5's (5mm .20 
caliber) ammunition is solid-nosed , 
bullet-shaped and designed for maxi­
mum penetration. Economically priced, 
it comes in new 500-round reusable 
boxes. 

ASK FOR SHERIDAN! 
When selecting a pneumatic rifle, ask 
your sporting goods dealer which one 
he would select for himself. Chances 
are, he'll say Sheridan. 

SHERIDAN 
PRODUCTS INC. 
3205 Sheridan Road-Dept. 460-F 
Racine, Wisconsin 53403 
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RECOIL PADS 
SLIP ON PADS 
SHELL PACKS 
GRIP ADAPTERS 
PISTOL CASES 
PISTOL GRIPS 

't)~'e 4;1iod ~ 'J4#'e 
r r __ f .....,., 

USE MERSHON 
'suRE GRtP "FJ SHELL PACKS 

Noisy loose shell s in your pocket 
spook your game. Use th ese si -
lent patent ed "O" r ing type shell packs to securely 
h o ld you r cartridges. 3 s izes. ·ea ch h o lding a vari ety 
o f shells. :'\H g. o f d u rab le m o lded rubbe r . flexibl e t o 
-65 F . F its any bel t up to 1}8" wide. Red, brown, black 
colors. Only ,.3.50. 

I 
NEW "WlllTE LINE"® RECOIL PADS 

Newly en gineered paten led dc~i gn prog ressively absorbs 
m ore recoi l, n o bottoming out. l\Iolcted o f oil resis ta nt 
Du Por..t Neop rene. Sta ys fl exible in coldest weather. 
A model for eve ry !.y pe gun . In s is t on ~ " \Vhitc Linc" 
li fetime recoil pads. De luxe sh own 'i- LW. 

·• MERS H ON CUST OM 

HANDGUN CASES 
3, 4 & 5 gun models 

Compact , ll i;:: ht, bea u t ifu l. stu rdy 
h a nd gun cases wi th racks for 

• 
~P~c~nf~r5 fc~~~Soeri~~aa!~Jgc 4~.t ~ ~ 
spot tin ~ scope. Ava ilable .~ \j~· 
wit h or without back cloo r . "'"'..Q '.._i~~,-·· · ·. 
Ex terio r fin ished in y our ~> f 
ch oice o f fi ve attrac tive ~ 
colors and materi als. 
fully llned Insi de to 
match . 3 gun model with · 

I 
I out back door only • 3 4 .50. OP· 

tl on a l. ad justable hana gun t ray for 
h oldin g ANY hand gun soli d ly tn pl ace at s m a ll 
additional cos t. ··Guaran teed fi n es t case made." 

" 10 POINT" GRIPS 
P re ferred by most law enforce· 
m ent agenc ies. t hese r ubbe r 
non · breakable g rips will fit a ll 
modern Colts an d S&\V rcvolv· 
e rs and pist ols. Easi ly in stalled. 
l mpro vcs shooti n g acc u racy: 
prevents gun fro m slipp in g lf 
hands arc moist or wet. Can be 
cut or shaped to fit your hand. 
Onl y $ i .25. 

Deluxe Slip-O n 

RECOIL PADS 
Easily s li ps onto an y sh otgun 
or ri fle . ··Progressi ve ac ti on " 
a bso rbs ~hock. :'\Hg. o f " All 
Weather'' type r ubbe r . tl1i5' 
qua li ty pad assures you o f years 
o f shooting com for t. Available 
in 3 sizes. On ly 3.00. 

See your ..!.\J e r~ ho n D calc1· 
or wr ite FOR FREE literature 

'

ERSHON COMPANY 
1230 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES , CALIF. 90015 

Dept. G-6 
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POINT BLANK 

RECENTLY THE CHIEF of Sta ff of 
th e Army, Wes tmoreland, h as 

decided to adopt the M-16 rifle as the 
standard military arm. F or these past 
sever al years we've ha d two sta ndard 
rifles ; the M - 14 a nd th e M- 16. The 
M-14 fires the 7.62 mm ( .308 cal.) 
round w hile the M-16 shoots the 5.56 
mm (.223 cal.) cartridge. In the begin­
ning the M- 16 was a u thori zed by the 
Arm y just fo r Specia l F orces and par­
atr oopers. Westmoreland , who com­
m anded all ou r ground forces in Viet­
nam , liked th e ligh ter rifle so well he 
persua ded the D ept. of Defense to 
adopt it for a ll our troops. The Soviets 
had two service r ifl es, the older one 
they fin ally junked in favo r of the 
AK- 47 which is somewha t s imilar to 
our M-16. 

Experiences over the past several 
years in Indo- China tend to make the 
M-16 look good. It is a sort of glori­
fied tommy gun with a 20- shot ca pa­
bility and the car tridge has plen ty of 
power to kill the enemy a t close 
range. The average fire - figh t occurs 
a t 30 yards and at these off- the-mu ­
zzle distances the fe llow with the 
most fi re power usually wins. 

The chances a re extrem ely good 
tha t in the next war we won't be 
shooting a t the eyeball- to-eyeball 
yardages. We could be fi ght ing in the 
Sinai Desert where shots beyond the 
effective ra nge of the M-16-a dis­
ta nce of only 300 m eters-would be 
exceedin gly common. Or we might be 
involved in China or northern India 
or on the more familia r ground of Eu­
rope, all spots wh ere the enemy can 
be seen and fired on at long distances. 
That the M-16 vvill fa il miserably , if 
and wh en this occurs, is not specula ­
tion . It represents the facts in the 
case. 

An argumen t of the proponents of 
the single rifle is tha t an elimina tion 
of the old er M-14 w ill tend to simplify 
the ammunition problem . T his one 
does not hold water for we still have 

By COL. CHARLES ASKINS 

as a standard weapon th e new M-60 
m achine gu n. It fi r es the 7.62 mm car­
tridge and has an excellent reputa tion 
for good p erformance. So the retire­
m en t of the M-14 wo uld not al ter the 
ammo supply problem . That is, unless 
t he advocates of the Westmoreland 
plan also intend to introduce a ma ­
chine g un to fire the pipsqueak .223 
rou nd. During WW II and the K orean 
affair we had two .30 caliber rifles 
along with a variety of machine guns, 
all of them firing the .30 caliber. The 
carbine used a .30 that was a peewee, 
the M-1 r ifle and the MGs used an­
other , the .30' 06. This multiplicity of 
cartridges may have placed a str a in 
on the supply branch but if it did 
there was never any indica tion the 
ser vices had an y marked difficulty in 
k eeping the in fan t ry supplied . 

The re is supposed to be about one ­
and-one-half million M-14 rifl es in 
exis tence. There has been no produc­
tion fo r some six or seven years. 
Ther e are no plans to resume the 
manufacture of the wea pon. T his, you 
may be sure, has had a g rea t deal of 
bearing in the decision to go to the 
M-16 as the only service arm. The 
lack of production of the older gun 
w ill have an ad ver se effect on the 
supply of par ts for the rifles now in 
use. A situation which m ight very 
well encourage the cannibalization of 
existing guns, r obbing parts to keep a 
sma ller n umber firing. 

When the last of the M-14s are 
withdrawn from troop uni ts there is a 
good deal of speculation as to what 
w ill be done with th em . The M-1 has 
been vir t ually given away around the 
world. There are only the most lim­
ited stocks of this older rifle now left 
in Arm y storehouses. It is altogeth er 
likely thi s w ill be the fate of the M-
14. It w ill go to arm our allies. But 
just which a llies? The Sou th Viet­
namese used to have the M - 1. This 
has now been r eplaced with the M-16. 
T his is an ideal rifle for these small 
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people. The M-1 weighed almost 10 
pounds and the average Vietnamese 
infantryman weighs only 110 pounds, 
the rifle constitutes a terrific load. The 
M-14 is almost as h eavy. It would be 
a poor rifle to hand the Vietnamese 
even if they were not now receiving 
the M-16. The Nationalist Chinese on 
Taiwan are a much bigger breed. 
They are armed with the old M-1. 
These people would welcome the M-
14 as would the South Koreans. In 
Europe there is little need to consider 
the introduction of the M-14. In north 
Africa where the situation continually 
deteriorates toward war between the 
Israelis and the Arabs the politics of 
the situation would make it difficult to 
offer the surplus quantities of the 
older rifle to the Jews. 

The logical solution to the problem 
of this 11/z million obsolete rifles is to 
hold them in Army storage and offer 
them to American shooters at a re­
duced and reasonable price for target 
shooting. This has always been done 
in the past with such now obsolete ri­
fles as the Krag, Springfield, Enfield 
and the M-1. These rifles were sold 
through the Director of Civilian 
Marksmanship after the buyer estab­
lished that he was a member of the 
National Rifle Association. The John­
son administration axed this old sys­
tem and it is likely if an attempt was 
made to pass the M-14 along to de­
serving shooters that there would be 
loud cries from members of Congress 
who would be sure the sale was in­
tended to arm the Black Panthers and 
other revolutionary groups. 

• • • 
Around the turn of the century the 

average scattergun had barrels of 30 
inches in length. It was common to go 
to 32", 34" and even 36 inches for the 
smooth bore. It was believed that good 
performance resulted from long bar­
rels, the powder burned more 
efficiently and the gun pointed with 
greater efficiency. But perhaps the 
best argument of all was that the gun 
shot harder. 

A good deal of the affinity for long 
barrels- both on scattergun and rifle 
-was due to the influence of the 
muzzle loader. These front-loaders 
invariably had tubes of 30 inches or 
more. Lengths of as much as 48 inches 
were not at all uncommon. Black 
powder burns very rapidly and 
reaches peak pressures in miliseconds. 
Despite this the gunners of that dis­
tant day thought the cap-and-ball job 
had to have a barrel at least three feet 
in length to develop full velocity. The 
facts are, some of the barrels were so 
elongated the ball actually lost veloc­
ity because of the friction b etween the 
tube and the ball! 

What was enhanced by the great 
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length of the business end was sight­
ing radius. Other things being equal 
the more radius betwixt hind sight 
and fore , the better the gunner's aim. 
Of course the sights were pretty 
crude and the front was a tiny sliver 
of metal, a blade so far from the eye it 
was oftimes hard to see with good 
acuity. This then tended to mitigate 
against the greater sighting radius. 

The modern shotgun will have a 
barrel of either 26 or 28 inches. The 
latter is the more popular but the 
shorter tube is gaining in acceptance. 
Shooters have found that all the pow­
der charge is consumed in the shorter 
lengths and these are faster and 
handier. There is still a manufacture 
of 30-inch barrels but it is a minor 
thing. Tubes of 32 and 34-inch are for 
trap guns only. As an indication of the 
trend toward less barrel dimension is 
the availability of barrels of 22 and 24 
inches. And some of only 20 inches. 
These are specially made for slug and 
buckshot and are usually equipped 
with front and rear open sights. 

Among sporting rifles there is a 
very disccrnable trend in the same 
direction. The highly popular Rem­
ington Model 600 and 660 rifles is in­
dication of this change to shorter 
tubes. Winchester has commenced a 
move in the same order. As an exam­
ple, the .458 elephant rifle used to be 
made only with a 26-inch barrel. Now 
it is offered with only a 22-inch snout. 
The standard Model 70 is now a 22-
inch offering and the M70 with Mann­
licher stock has only a 19-inch tube. 
It may not be apparent to a good 
many but the development of the mil­
itary rifle has a considerable influence 
on the sporting counterpart. Thirty 
years ago the M-1 rifle had a 24-inch 
barrel ; the M-14 when it replaced the 
older gun had only a 22-inch barrel. 
Now the M-16, the very latest, goes 
only 20 inches up front. 

The Germans entered World War 
One with a Mauser which had a 30-
inch barrel. When WW -II got under 
way there were a few of these old ri­
fles still in use but the majority car­
ried by the Wehrmacht was the new 
Mauser with only a 23.5-inch barrel. 
The older Mauser, the one with the 
longer barrel, was typical of the rifles 
used by our sportsmen during the 
early years of this century. These fre­
quently measured 28 inches. I am 
thinking now of the Winchester Model 
95 rifle which sported a long 28-inch 
tube. 

Now the only rifles you see with 
barrels of 26, 28 or 30 inches are 
1,000-yard bull guns. When benchrest 
shooting was in its cradle stage the 
hotrocks believed the barrel ought to 
b e a long one, quite heavy and plenty 
stiff. Since then they have learned 

(Contimied on page 73) 
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VOICE OF THE 
SHOOTER 

DREAM GUNS 
Here they are! The Dream Gun ideas 

from the letters of our readers. 

T HE RESPO NSE to our request for ideas was over­
whelming. And apparently, the voice of the shooter 

will be heard. Several of the gun manufacturers have 
asked for a chance to read these letters, and perhaps some 
of these "dreams" will come true. 

We had thought, when this dream gun thing was first 
conceived , to publish the actual letters with good ideas, 
but there were so many, and so much duplication, that 
we thought it best to summerize the thoughts, except in a 
few instances. 

As you will recall, Gene Lovitz, in his original D ream 
Gun article, asked why some American gun company 
could not locate a factory in Puerto Rico or on an Indian 
reservation. Well, one of the first letters we received was 
from Mr. R. C. Hadden (3121 West Coast Highway, New­
port Beach, Calif. 92660) who said, in part; "I would be 
happy to do what I can to help any interested manufac­
turer obtain a favorable lease on the Gila River Indian 
Reservation, only 15 miles sou th of Phoenix. For the past 
three years I have been working with the Pima tribe on 
projects ... and h ave found these people excellen t and 
loyal employees and friends." How about it, some of you 
gunmakers? With government subsidies available, no in ­
ventory or property taxes, perhaps you could help bdng 
about employment to a people who deserve it, and at the 
same time give shooting customers a quality firearm m ade 
in America by real Americans. 

But on to the dream guns. If I learned nothing else by 
reading the hundreds of letters, it is this-and the manu­
facturers should take heed-there is more tradition in 
this gun business than I had imagined. Many readers 
asked for new guns chambered for some pretty old car­
tridges: "I'd like to see the comeback of the .32- 20 as a 
handgun caliber."-" ... More big bore non-magnums 
revolvers for such calibers as the .44 Spec., .45 ACP and 
.45 Colt."-" ... a Ruger Blackhawk chambered for th e 
.45 Colt with a spare cy linder for the .45 ACP." (there 
were many of these-ed.)-" . . . a single shot rifle in th e 
style of the Remington Hepbur n in calibers .444 Marlin . 
.45- 70, .30-40 Krag ... " 

In addition to a yearning for old calibers, many readers 
wanted to see the return of some discontinued guns: "I 
would wait in line for a Winchester Model 94 in a take­
down version." or " . . . that fab ulous, New Century 
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"Triple Lock" S&W back in production," and "R emington 
should revive their old #4 roll ing block."-" ... r emanu­
facture of the S&W K - 32."- " ... return of the H&R sin­
gle shotgun , Heavy Breech, in all gauges."- " ... Savage 
manufacture their Model 29 slide action again."-" ... I'd 
like to see Remington bring back the Model 141 pump 
in .44 Mag. or 35 Rem." 

But the most requests- echoed many times over-was 
for firearms for the .22 Rim Fire Magnum . Everyone w ho 
mentioned this cartridge asked for an au toload ing rifle ; 
many asked for auto pi tols, and some asked for revolvers 
in other than single action style. The next largest number 
of requests were fo r the Ruger S.A. in .45 Colt with a 
.45 ACP cylinder. And while we're on the subject of 
Ruger guns, readers also asked for a long action Model 
77 rifle, a .357 Mag. auto rifle, the Model 77 w ith a Mann­
licher stock; "lengthen the barrel on the .357 and .41 
Mags to 7112" to allow those with the .44 and .30 Rugers 
to use the same holste1"" and a new caliber for the Hawk­
eye, "it was a good gun but the .256 never set the world 
on fire;" and, "a .38 Special built a long the lines of the 
Bearcat, probably a five shot. I taught my family to shoot 
with a Bearcat, but now need something similar in weight 
and feel in a bigge r caliber." 

Several left hand shooters felt "left" out of the market, 
especially in the larger caliber big game rifles-.458 Win. 
Mag. and .375 H&H-and in muzzle loading guns. 

There were, of course, many contradictory le tters. One 
fellow asked for "a neat little r ifle with an action similar 
to the Sako L-461-without the dovetails;" another asked 
that all manufacturers put dovetails, similar to the Sako 
and Ruger 77 on their r ifles. A recurring theme in some 
of the le tters was for longer barrels on rifles. One writer 
asked that "R emington a nd Winchester give the shooters 
a choice of barrel lengths, and I don't m ean 18" or 20", 
I mean from 20'' up to 28". Another writer was more 
specific ; "Domestic rifle manufacturers should offer 26" 
barrels as an option on rifles chambered for ... high 
velocity , flat trajectory cartridges." 

A large percentage of the le tter writers agreed with 
most of the dream gun ideas proposed by Gene Lovitz, 
and it should not be n ecessary to repeat those here. Of 
all of the ideas expressed by Lovitz, the one that received 
the greatest support was for a .22 conversion unit for t he 
Browning Hi-Power pistol. Next in line was Gene's sug­
gestion that more ha ndguns be made of stainless steel. 

Here is a samplin" of some of the more astute ideas; 
w hether they are good or not depends on yo ur personal 
likes and dislikes. 

I'd like to see: 
"Colt offer the Shooting Master in modern calibers with 

micrometer sights. And, cap and ball pistols by Colt 
would be most desirable." 

"An American m ade 10 gauge 7- shot pump shotgun. 
Do you think that if I took the barrels off my Spanish 
double 10 magnum and beat both Rem. and Win. over 
their heads, they'd consid er it?" 

"I've bugged Marlin to build a carbine version of their 
.444 to no avail. Also, I'd like to see a single barrel trap 
at a reasonable price, something like the old Lefever." 

"The Savage 24 in larger s ize, perhaps 12 ga. over the 
.243 or .308." 

"Wh y not chamber the Savage 99 for the .350 Rem . 
Mag.?" 

'A line of American made double rifles in practically 
any caliber." 

"A good bolt action rifle to ha ndle the .444 Marlin ." 
"Savage produce a hinged floorplate for their 110 rifles." 
"The .30-06 made in lever action; I wouldn't care who 

did it, as long as it was designed for easy scope mount­
ing." 
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HERE ARE THE WINNERS 
Jn our J:rnwll'Y i ~su c "·e annonn ccd Urnt we would scn·en :ill Dre:im Gun 
l e 11er~ :111 d :m:ird some B ro1rning p istol nncl \'h·at h crb~' rifl r ti c clasps to 
t h o~c whi..!1 IH' fe lt wer e t he lw sL Of eou rsc, th er e \1':1 S quite R b it of 
(lup li ca tion. :cincl ~ome of the Jwtter id eas 11· r r<' 100 Jong to r eprin t. But 
a p a nel did elect some whi ch sbo1red a clarity of thoug ht, a nd h<'r c am 
th e w inn ers. 

B. \\7. \li td1 r ll ; L:int:i s1er , S .C. 
] l:1ny li'. Con:icli: \[erri ck, N.Y. 
L. A . Bonl'witz : S:in .An1011i o, 'rex:is 
l<'lowl De Ln shmi t: I11clio, Cnli f . 
K ei.1h Bo 11·ers; Dryclcn, X .Y. 
\LP. Brh·a l ; J n ~o1will e . Ind ia na 
H o~· Tr:ihand: Ok l:ih on1a City , Okl ahoma 
Ch:irli e lL S mi1h: :Kor1h lake, Ill. 
'l' horna s A. Hutl1·dge, Jr.: E lli toit City, Mel. 
\like Gr een: \Iuskogce, Oklal1 oma 
Lon1<• }~ . \kXl•iec : A lbert:1 , Ca 11 adn 

J ohn l<'. Pn ::ik ; H:i1·e1111 :i , Ohi o 
A l / C Frn nk A . Buc in o; APO Sea ttle 
TL C. Hadden: X e1rpor1 Beach, Calif. 
A. D. Cook: Xash1·ill c, Tenn. 
Jess Boggs. Jr.: Co n11ers1·illr , lnrl. 
LnwTPn ce D . Gr:iYcs : Angusta , \faine 
Ben Powe]] ; Clifto n Forge, Va. 
] [<>nry Gruber ; Chi c:igo . I ll. 
O<>orge Getty: \Jono Bay. Ca lif. 
l1'ra nk li'oll c1t: l\"i chi1:i. 'l\:an ~a s 
Bob Kirkpatrick: Birrningh:im , Al:i. 

:Jlllllll llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllll'lllllllllllllll1ll lllllllllllllllllll!lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll1lll 'ii 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111W1lllll llllLllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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"A mild .44 Magnum load from the ammo makers." 
"A supmb handgun that could take the .222 Rem. Mag. 

and an over-under for the .222 Rem. Mag. and 12 gauge." 
"The bullet makers come out with match bullets in 

more calibers. The 7 mm Mag. and others are losing 
ground because of the lack of a good match bullet." 

"I would like to see S&W change the rotation direction 
of the cylinders in their revolvers; or they could have the 
cy linders swing out from the other side." 

"Ten-pack boxes of rifle ammo, especially the big mag­
nums." 

"I'd like to see a ban on impressed checkering. Do you 
suppose my Congressman would help if I told him it was 
subversive?" 

"Dammit, why can' t the manufacturers of commemora­
tives come out with them before th e celebration is over? " 

"More .22 rifl es built to .22 proportions, not .30-06." 
"Outside of Dodd getting his draft notice, how about 

In the graving muzzle loat:l.ng field, I'd like 
to 1ee a non-corrosive, non-fouling black polldar sub­
stitute that can be used drl!llll for drmn and still belch 
the cloud• of acrid smoke •o de.r to muzzle loaders. 
Perhaps ju•t an additive to today's black powder would 
turn the trick just as that used in gasolines to make 
th9111 burn cleaner. 

'.Last, but not leut, a percussion rifle "1th 
the lock on the le~ side fo r us for gotten southpftVS 
would be welcom8<1 "1th open arms (and wallets). 

Si•ce manufactur~ra are going replica-happy, 
why not a .22 rimf'ire copy of the 1896 Jlauaer 
pistol? Or, and exact replica in 9111111 from Jl!rma? 
Or am I the only one in the world who likea •em? 

I haYe what I th1nlc 1• a ·reYolut1onary idea for a long 
range shot •hell,although 1t h•• probably been thought or 
before,here 1t 1a1By ua1ng elongated ahot(aee dlagraa) act­
ually pellet• w1th ta1la,the ahot would fly straighter by 
Y1rtue of 1ta elo111Sated ahape ,and thua produce a t1ght•r 
pattern,alao 1t'• ahape lend• 1t ~reater aect1onal dena1ty 
than oonTent1onal ahot and therefore would fly farther and 
reta1n aore energ7 par 'pellet'.A capitol gooae load whatT 

11111 tJlfl> Ii ,,. ...... 
~ ; l cvr: p,.,,::·:. 

A ali~ht problea 11•• in gett1he lt out the barr•l 
in the right direction the aolution to thi• i• to pack it 
in a polr filler 1111oh the war aoae n•• Vinoheater ahot •h•• 
11• are.Thi• on11 ·1eaY•• th• problea or loadinc 1t,NOt a 
alight P9Qbl•• rou'll a4a1t. 
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one of our arms companies coming ou t with a singl shot 
rifle in caliber .223 ?" 

"Ruger sure would make a mint with a long action 
Model 77." 

"Rifles that I could afford. chambered for the Weath er ­
by cartridges." 

"I'd like to see our American arms companies realize 
that the gun enthusiast makes his purchases based on 
quality above price." 

"Bill Blankenship for P resident!" 
Well, those are some of the dreams of our readers. In ­

cluded along w ith these ideas were thoughts not r elated 
directly to gun designs. Many expressed a hope for more 
care in eith er the manufacture or the final inspection of 
many firearms-even at the cost of a higher price t ag. 
As we said at the beginning, there is a lot of tradition in 
this business, and the average gun owner takes a 
lot of pride in his firearms-if they deserve it. 

I would like te •••the return of t.he"Mini-Brutea," 
auah aa the StaTena Fa?Orit•t the StaTena Crackabot, the 
le. 6 R .. ingtoa Take Dawn Ri~le, an4 the Winah~ater M.>4el 
1902. Tbeae aaall rifle• wollld be id•al for huntin& aaall 
gaae auch a• rabbit, squirrel, an4 bullfreg. Thar woul4 
alee be a great gun fer plinking. 

I ha•• wantu one er thaH ·rifles for HY&ral yeara, 
but ••errene whe ba• thaa won't s•ll thaa because they 
like thaa a• well as I de, 
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FOR 
THE 

SPECIFICATIONS 
BERETTA MODEL 80 

Type: Blowback Front sight: 
Caliber: .22 Short 1I 8" square post 
Breechblock: Rear sight: 

Unlocked, travelling Adj., wide notch 
in receiver tunnel Sight radius: 9.3" 

Weight: 37 ounces Magazine cap.: 6 rounds 
Height 5.16,, Trigger pull: 7 ounces 

Safely: 
LOA: 12" Left side, 
Bbl. length: 6.7" bl k oc s trigger 
Rifling 6 groove Weights: Lead, adj. 
Twist: 1 in 24.62" Price: S148.00 (in Italy) 

Importer: Not yet available in U.S. 

By JAN A. STEVENSON 

S[NCE THE I TTROD CTION of their first auto matic 
pistol in 1915, Beretta's line of self-loading handguns 

has evolved and expanded to include exce llent a rms for 
the soldier, the shopkeeper, the po li ceman, and the plinker. 
Detectives, diplomats, and debutants could a ll fi nd the ideal 
equalizer in the Cardo ne firm ' ·catalog; not o the ta rget 
shooter. If James Bond witched from Beretta to Wa lther 
mostly for literary reasons, the target panner 's motivations 
were far more practi cal. Beretta simply didn 't make a 
pistol that wo uld haul it freight in competition; paper 
punchers perforce shopped elsewhere. 

The company's fi rst attempt to feel out the ta rget market 
was a fumbling one. The hort-li ved Model 9..JS, intro­
duced three years aher the econd \Vorld War had ground 
to a halt, was a long ba rr eled .22 oflerin<> of the 1934. 
ser vice pistol. The Model 949, which replaced it the fo l­
lowing year, was nice r to ·1 ok at, but still fell far hort of 
what was required . The 9,19 had well-shaped wooden 
stock and a dekinked -earage, b ut that 11 as about it. The 
s ights were awkward lo ad ju l and the rea r element rode 
the slide while the front po t perched on the end of the 
barrel. Beside the theoretica l objection to uch arrange­
ment, the barrel-frame un ion left someth ing to be de- ired. 
Even with factory-provided weigh ts slu ng u~der the ba rrel, 
the heft wa a bare 32 ounces-far too feathery fo r ser.iou 
work. With a bit of luck, th i o-un could have snatched 
some of the 1936 Ol ympic l a u r~ls from Walther. Beretta 
j u t introduced it a decade and some too late. 
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A few years later , when the Marengo ni-designed Model 
70 introduced a new era of medium-frame Beretta auto­
loaders, gussied-up r imfire versions with longer barrels, 
extend ed grips, and ad justable barrel-mounted sights in 
some combination or other were promptl y forth coming. 
Known as the Models 72, 73, and 7L1, they worked out fi ne 
a. pot guns for campers, but turned no head among 
competiti ve shooter . Weight was on the order of 20 
ounces and they were b utt-heavy at th at. 

In 1962 the foolishne stopped. Beretta hauled the 
dra pes off their Model 80 in .22 short. The Model 80 
011·ed noLhing to previous designs. It was entirely new-
11 hich mea ns something like a qu arter million doll ars in 
ini tia l expenses-and was a dead erious effo rt a imed at 
011 e of th e toughest and most specialized target markets in 
ti e 11 orld- the 0 1 mpic rapid-fire shooter. 

The l S or Olympic rapid-fire game is one we don't 

play. I t' shot with .22's aO'ainst full- size silh ouettes at 25 
meter , wh ich sounds easy enourrh for openers. Each shoot­
er fires on fi ve targets. Yo u start wi th the gun lowered. 
When th e target face yo u lift the pi stol and p ut a hole in 
each, all in 8 second , then 5 second , th en 4. Consider­
i.ng how long it Lakes lo rai e the pistol and align the sights 
lo r the fir st shot, th at leaves a ba re h alf second to t raverse 
and Louch ofI each o f th e succeeding shot· on the third 
s tr ing. To 11 in yo u wan t to plu g the lO- rin g_ whi ch meas­
ures about 6" high b y I'' acr oss- so mewhat small er th an 
the K-5 zone of th e Colt'- ilh ouette ! Two jams are al­
lowed durin o- Lh e 60--hot cour e, b ut they alwa. s cost 
points. More th an two stoppages and yo u've dropped 
the marbles, but do come hack next year. 

T he gun behind th e game, it stands to reason, ·i q uite 
a specialized item. Acc uracy is wan ted, but fas t acc uracy 
in a reli able machine and no othe r k ind . H it co me to 
a choice amo ng reliabi lity, low recoil , and accuracy. Pure 
accuracy will get the heave-ho ever y time. The .22 short, 
loaded just hot enough Lo pierce the paper, is the cart­
ridge used, and the name of the O'arn e is maki ng it feed 
and eject, and designing th e gun to take out the bounce 
Lha t's left. 

T he Swiss-built Hamrnerli is the acknowledged boss in 
rapid-fire circles . Over the pa t few yea rs Walther in 
Germ an) has spent enorm ous sums on their radical OSP 
model in an effort to brea k the Hamrnerli hammerlock. 
The Russians meanwhile, on (Continued on page 53) 

SPECIFICATIONS 
BERETTA MODEL 76 

Type: Blowback 
Caliber: .22 LR 
Breech block: 

Unlocked, slide 
Weight: 32.8 ounces 
Height: 5.4" 
LOA: 9.25 " 
Bbl. length: 5.9" 
Rifling: 6 groove 
Twist: 1 in 13.78" 

Front sight: Square post 
Rear sight: 

Adj. , square notch 
Sight radius: 6.8 " 
Magazine capacity: 10 rounds 
Trigger pull: 38-48 ounces 
Safely: 

Left side, blocks sear 
Weights : None 
Price: S87 .00 

Importer: J. L. Gale! & Son, Inc. 85 Chambers St. 
New York, N. Y. 10007 

Accuracy with the 76 
was a shade over one 
inch at 25 meters in 
the author's hands . 

Model 80 performance 
was better with 'l's" 
group at 25 meters, 
fired from benchrest. 



Above, clockwise: J. P. Gemmer rifle 
.45 caliber; .50 caliber S. Hawken 
(note wrist repair); .53 caliber S. 
Hawken mountain rifle . Note length. 
Evidence that the Hawken shop did 
buy pistols for resale is this gun 
marked "J & S Hawken ." Sam Hawken, 
who came to Denver in 1859, set-up 
shop in the white lean-to building. 

By E. L. REEDSTROM 

22 

IBIAWIKJEN 
The Big Saint Louis liun 

GUNS JUNE 1970 



THROUGHOUT ALL THE CROWDED YEARS in St. 
Loui s. non e had been so packed with tragedy and 

promise to Sam H awke n as 1849. Cholera stalked the streets 
durin g the summ er months. fillin g cemeteries and killing 
entire famili es. The h orror pull ed the diverse population 
into one united gro up. and selfi shness was soon forgotten 
in the grea t need . Only nine da ys after the death of fam ed 
gunsmith Jacob H awken. a new ca lamity added to th e gen­
eral excitement, and seemed for a time to dive rt attention 
from the cholera epidemi c. 

At l 0 P.M .. May 17, 1849. a fir e broke out on board the 
Sleamboat " White Cloud" lyin g nea r the head of the land­
ing. Th e wind , b lowin g a gale from the north eas t. soon 
spread the Rames to other steamboats lying below along the 
levee. Jn less than half an h our the entire Aeet was on fire. 
Raging completely out of control. th e fire reached into th e 
city bv wa y of Locust St ree t. A grea t number of buildings. 
in c ludin g large warehouses chu cked full with goods. werP 
burn ed to the grou nd. Last efforts were made b) bl as ting 
with exp losives buildings that lay in th e path of the fire in 
o rde r to bring th e Rames und er co ntrol. Th e Hawken shop. 
onl v !Im blocks away, esca ped damage, except for a few 
shaken gun smiths standin g ready to protect th eir goods 
fr om in vadin g thi eves. Manv busin esses receiving th e alarm 
i n good tim e, stocked their goods and furniture in the mid­
d le of streets, blocking traffi c in every direction. An on rush 
o f buying arms for protection against loo ters came to the 
doors of the Ha11 ken sh op, and during thi s critical period. 
Sam was there to mee t it. When t·he fir e burn ed mu ch of 
the old city. a new mod ern St. Loui s was already be ing 
plann ed before the ashes cooled. 

Bv now the Mountain Ma n and trapper were all but go ne 
fr om th e scene a long with th e fin a l declin e of th e fur trade. 
See in g thi s, man y of the Mountain Men fe ll in with the 
"Grea t Western Migra ti on" and acted as interpreters, 
guides, emissari es, messengers, and conciliators. 
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The Hawken's gun shop took a busy stream of '49-ers, 
suppl ying them with guns . Sam could not turn out r iA es as 
fa st as he could sell them. The ever increasing competiti on 
from other gun shops. along with grea t quantiti es of East­
ern rifl es being shipped into St. Louis. with pri ces hard to 
compete with, had certainly reAected the qualitv on Haw­
ken rifl es of thi s peri od . A di scernin g stud y of riAes pro­
duced at thi s time 1rn uld indicate that Hawken quality had 
slipped somewhat. A rath er di stin cti ve change in stvle, plus 
a number of variation s in construction detai l reveal that 
the Hawken sh op was hard pressed to meet the demand. As 
Sam continued the business after hi s broth er's death , he 
changed the J & S Hawken to S. Hawken, St. Louis, and 
continued thi s sta mp until his r etirement. 

Christian Hoffman and Tristam Campbell are first li sted 
in th e St. Loui s business direc tory in 1342, as being em­
plo yed by the Hawken fac tory. In 1845, they are li sted as 
being in partn ership at the address on Locust S t:.. and 
Chri stopher M. Hawken. so n of J ake, is li sted as bein g at 
the same address with th em. Because the Hawken brothers 
would not sell under their name an ythin g not made by Lh ern , 
it would appear th at the H offm an and Campbell business 
was a subsidiary of the Hawken shop, serving as a mer­
chandising outlet for items then in demand. but not han­
d led at th e Hawken shop. A mong such items fo und there 
were Allen pis tols, cheap Eastern rifl es and Colt revolvers. 

Christopher H awken left St. Lou is di rec Li v after hi s 
father 's dea th and hea ded west. The ] 8.'i4 director v shows 
that Tristam Campbell , former pa rtner of H offm an, is l isted 
as partner to Sam Hawken. Samuel's son, William S. H aw­
ken is also listed as being with Sam- Lhi s is the first indi­
cati on that William S. Hawken had ente red the p rn bu siness . 
It is interesting to note thal in the same direc tor y Chri sti an 
HofTman and Christopher H a1rken are partners in a li very 
business at 13 and l.Ll. l\Jarket S treet. Alth ough H offm an 
did n ot ha ve any strong conn ections wi th th e gun b usiness, 
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J .P. Gemmer 8 g a uge do u bl e ba rrel shotgun made a bout 
1866-1 867 with re paired w ri st. J . D. Ba ird Colle ct ion. 
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Campbell, a form er partner of Hoffmans, was a fine en­
graver and gunsmith . His kill ed specialty was ornamenting 
rifl es constructed by others. The St. Loui s busin ess direc­
tory lists Campbell as bein o- in business alone at 76 Locu t 

Street. 
In 1859, the demand for rifles on the fron tier was heavy. 

lot only were the 11 hite hunters seekin g the big St. Loui e' 
guns, but Indians as well had the same intentions. The onl y 
thing that prevented the ettlers fr om adva ncing any farth er 
than St. Louis, was the per ma nent Indi an fronti er 1rhich 
ran a lono- the great bend of the Missouri. This remai ned a 
reality from the latter '20 through th e earl '40- . Th e ma · 
sing of Indian west of thi line had offered so me di scour· 
agement to the white mi gration, even thouo-h the whil e 
never took In dian owner hip ver seri u ly. The contact 
between the two r aces produced its inevitable bad effects. 
and periodic armed conflicts with the Indians were increa · 
lng. 

The city of S t. Loui s wa fa st developing into one of th e 
grea test commercial centers of the nited tates. Already 
the prevalance of smoke and gas belched out by facl.ori e . 
had become a dail y menace to hea lth . It may have been 
thi s polluted air that deteriorated Sam Hawken's health. On 
Apri l 20th, 1859, Sam traveled to Denver, leaving hi s son 
William . to dispose of the St. Louis business. During th e 
Mexica n War, young William S. volunteered and served 
under General Henderson of the Texa Rangers at the 
battle of Monterey. Here, 4,3 enlisted men, armed with 
Hawken muzzle loaders. held a bridge over Sa n Juan creek 
against odds of from 600 to 2000 Mexicans. After the bat­
tle, nine of the forty-three survived . William S. was one of 
the nine but wa severely wounded. He was soon mustered 
out of the servi ce and journeyed to the north country to 
join hi s fath er. 

Sam Hawken arri ved in Denver, June 30, 1859. He tried 
hi s hand · a t gold mining, which he soon gave up, and re­
turned to his old trade, gunmaking. In January, 1860, he 
finall y opened a shop in Denver. The Rocky Mountain lews 
carr ied an adverti sement to that effect on Feb. 15th and re· 
ported that Sam Hawken was prepared to manufacture hi s 
style of rifle to order. In front o r hi s shop on Ferry Street 
he had erected a ta ll pole from which swung a mammoth 
r ifl e that coul d be seen from all parts of the city. 

Sam' hea lth evidentl y restored itself in Denver as hi 
long ing for the old St. Louis haunts became apparent. One 
more. leaving hi s so n in complete charge of the gun busi­
ness. Sam retired and returned to St. Loui s in 1861. 

The St. Louis Directory now co ntained a new li sting; 
"Willi am E. Walt-succe or to W. S. Hawken- Rifl e and 
Shotgun Manufacture. 21 Wa hington Ave. ; Hawken rifl es 
always on hand." Walt pro! ably had the controlling inter· 
est in the bu iness before he team ed up with John P hilip 
Gemmer. an old employer who la ter took complete control 
of the Ha11 ken shop in 1862. Gemmer, born in German y in 
1835, sellled in Boonville, Mi so uri and became associa ted 
with J ohn P. Sites, a gun mith . Gemmer learned the o-un ­
smithing trade and continued on to St. Louis on his own . 
Takin g comp lete control of the factory, Gemmer let the 
name " Hawken" remain outside Lhe hop a late as 1875. 
He also kept the Hawken tamp on many rifl es he produced. 
Gemmer fir t opera ted at Third and Luca - and late r 
mo ved to Eighth St. between Morgan and Franklin , a few 
blocks from where J ake Ha wken had died in 1849. Here 
Gemmer continued producing (Co ntinued 011 page 56) 
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THE HILLSIDES in central Italy, 
where I have just bought a farm, 

are wooded and fresh. I was vvalking 
along one afternoon last autumn when 
the ground was still damp from the 
rain that had fallen the day before, 
looking over the hill and casually 
forming a picture in my mind of the 
way my house would be built-how, 
and how big, and wh ere in relation 
to the woods and the view. My eye 
fell on a spent shotgun shell and I 
picked it up and suddenly the eleven 
autumns that have passed since I last 
owned a gun disappeared , and I was 
once again out in the fields w ith a 
light double, walking through the 
swishing wet stubble and waiting for 
that never-to-be-forgotten, explosive 
b-r-r-r -r of a black partridge rocket­
ing off from two yards ah ead of you, 
or behind you, or right under your 
feet, or anywhere you do not expect 
it to be. The texture of the scene is 
indelibly imprinted in the mind of 
anyone ·who is lucky enough to have 
experienced it, as intricate and as 
formal as the pattern of a leaf. 
First there is the walk-up through 
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the clean-sm elling stubble, the heart 
thumping w ith anticipation, the back­
ground noises of hunters and clogs 
pushed to the back of your mind by 
no conscious effort of the will, the 
feel of the lovingly -rubbed walnut 
and the clean cool steel familiar to 
the hand ; and suddenly the explosion 
o( the bird fl y ing up, up, up; the feet 
ta kin g their stance and the gun lofting 
itself to your shoulder and barking 
sharply, and the bird fa lling with a 
clean, thick thud; and the glow in you 
that can never afterwards be dissoci­
ated from the smell of powder. The 
sport of shooting is five percent shoot­
ing. The r est is memory and antici­
pation. 

Words, words. I w rite what I have 
to write, but how can anyone explain 
the glory of guns to someone who 
does not understand it? Those who 
know, know. Those who do not are 
too busy telling us how wrong we are. 
How can we explain ? Eternity has 
been described as the ' length of time 
between the day that a boy sends for 
a gun catalogue and the day it arrives 
in the mail. Yet who can describe the 

excruciatingly pleasurable agony of 
choosing the first rifle from that cata­
logue? Is it comparable to the pleas­
ure the father finds in training his son 
in the correct and disciplined han­
dling of the gun, in the canons of 
spor tsmanship and fai r chase, in the 
lore and traditions of the hun t? What 
words are adequate to describe a 
father's pride the first time his boy 
powders a clay, cleanly and smoothly? 

Anti-gun nuts have this in com­
mon: they hate th e idea of people en­
joying gun s. Gun nuts have this in 
common: they love guns, but no two 
have the same ideas on what part of 
the shooting game to love . 
..... The man w ith the precise, 

surgeon's hands frowns as he looks at 
the delicately figured stock-and the 
heavy varnish on top. He lays out 
steel wool, rags, various weird-look­
ing concoctions in unlabeled bottles. 
Then carefully, carefully, he starts to 
scrape the varnish from the stock with 
a razor blade. H e is still frowning, 
but it is the frown of a happy man. 

. . In the heat of a summer's 
(Continiied on page 57) 
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0 .E TIME, in an anneria in Madrid , I fo und a Brown-
111 g over/ under ] 2 ga uge. It did n ot ca rry the 

Browning name but on ly Fabrique Na ti onale, the Belg ium 
firm that has always made the sturd y Brownin g s uperpo ed. 
This g un , found in the Spa ni sh sportin g good sto re. was 
in good shape except for the barrels; these were utte rl y 
ea ten up with rust and neglect. The Spa ni sh have a co rn er 
on the mercur y supply of the world a nd as a result their 
primer ha ve a lwa)'s been the old co rrosive mercuri c-base 
type. ·Unless yo u .vigoro usly clean a bore directly a ft.er 
firin g the mercuri c cap. yo u will get into trouble. Th e 
former owner of the ove r/ und er h ad been pretty n eglectful. 

I bought the Browning and shipped it off Lo Simm ons 
Gun pecialt ies . E rni e imm ons cut off the tu bes just 
ahead of the chambers a nd then he bored out the s tubs. 
Into these stub he inse rted two l 6 ga uge \Vin ·li cs ter 
Model 12 barrels. After th at he did a n exceed in g lv c:lel'er 
j ob of fittin g his raised venti la ted rib. The usual side rib 
as a j o int between the over a nd under ba rrels. were also 
add ed. The tu bes were bored modified and we re 28 incl1e 
in length. The gun had been equipped with do uble trig­
gers. l had J ohn Browning II , 11h o was then living at 
Liege, install a s ingle trigger. Then the g un wa r estocked 
with a blank from Stoeger, the stock work don e b y Aq uirre 
& Ara nzaba l- AyA- the superb gun maker of Eibar ; en­
graved by U nceta of Guernica, and finally I was r eady to 
shoo t it. 

This is p robably tli e onl y Browning superposed in 16 
ga uge. That it is some thin g of a hybrid cannot he ga in­
sayed, but iL is a curi ous polygo t of parts a nd exceed in gly 
clever gunsrniLhing on the part of vario us ex perls. The 
inse rtion and final fittin g of the 16 ga uge tubes i n the 12 
ga uge stubs was a delicate busine s for th e headspace had 
to be ad justed Lo minute tolerances. The ove r/ unde r is 
guile sens iti1·e Lo head pace and in thi s case Simmons did 
uch a line job I have never had a s ingle roun d m is fire in 

this g un. 
I fetched the g un hack lo the slates 11 iLh me and have 
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shot it almost constantly since. It is a mite too tight for bob­
white quail but is highly effective on our blue quail which 
habitually ri se wilder than their little brown brothers. It 
is fantasticall y lethal on doves in season and I regularly 
take it in preference to anything else. Despite th e fact that 
both barrels are bored exactly the same, that is , modified , 
it reaches out to 4.0 yards and kills the fa st-win gin g game 
with a great deal of surety. I have had the gun in the cluck 
blind wh ere the Federal 31/2 dram load with 11/ b ozs of 
6's is as effi cient as anything I have ever fired. The modi­
fi ed barrels on ducks up to 40 yards is ideal. I am not 
one of these buckos who has to kill his webfeet at 55 yards 
to show what a hell of a gunner I am. I prefer to see the 
whites of their eyes befoi·e I belt them. The sixteen is 
just a whale of a wild fowler 's piece on decoyed mall ards. 
I ha ve never tri ed it on geese and have no intention of 
doing so. I believe for the mighty honker that the 12 or 
the 10 is proper medicine and th at the 16 and the lesser 
gauges are not proper. 

Over a long shooting lifetime I ha ve owned a succession 
of sixteen gau ge sca tterguns. The oldes t gun in my rack, 
now 60 years in beh1 g and given me by my fatl1 er , is a 
sixteen. It is an Ithaca. with 28-inch barrels, bored im­
proved cylinder and modifi ed, and weighing just 6 lb 5 oz. 
It was given my Old Man by Lou Smith, wh o started the 
Ith aca Co. and in turn was passed alon g to me when I was 
a teen-ager. It is chambered for the now obsolete 2 o/i G" 

cases, and thus has earned an hon orable retirement. 
Still another Ith aca that I have used a great deal more 

is the Model 37 pump repeater. Equipped with a P oly 
Ch oke, with a barrel length of 28 inches overall. it was a 
favorite with me for blue quail and doves. With a weight 
of only 61/1 pounds I fou nd I co uld walk after the desert 
quai l all clay and never fee l the weight. 

T he fin es t sixteen I have ever owned, which I permitted 
to slip fr om my grasp a few years ago, was a Winchester 
Model 2·1. It had 26-i nch barrels bored improved cyli nd er 
in both tubes, do uble triggers, a selected Circassian walnut 
stock and forencl , and a weight of 7 pounds. This was a 
duz v on jacksnipe, wo odcock and bobwhites. One year, in 
Oklah oma, there were more quail than we had seen in 
twenty yea rs and I had an Oklahoma sheriff, Russell Lovely, 
who not on ly had a whole gaggle of fin e clogs but access to 
limitless acres all of which were fairly bri stling with the 
lusty li ttle bomb shells. Th e Model 21 was a most imp1:es­
sive perform er, especially sin ce I had to compete with the 
la 11 111an who shot an old Mod el 12 pump repeater , 20 gauge, 
wi th 22-inch full cylinder barrel. If you could beat him to 
the first sho t on the covey rise you had to indeed be fa st! 
Sometimes l did with the Model 21. {Continued on page 59) 
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Opposite poge: Major Charles Askins, author's father, 
was a shotgun authority in his own right and a staunch 
defender of the sixteen. Above: Author's Browning was 
engraved by the headmaster of the Engravers School at 
Eibar, Spain . Below: Askins shooting an Ithaca double 
sixteen. At seven pounds it is an ideal uplands gun. 
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TAl<ES ON 
THE _ 

BROWNING 
HIGH·POWER 

By JOSEPH S. RYCHETNIK 



ARMAND SWENSO 1, master gunsmith and combat 
pistol maker to the trade (cops, secret and special 

agents, and a lot of the world 's particular combat pistol 
shooters both in and out of Vietnam) loca tes his tools and 
skills in the Los Angeles enclave of Gardena. 

For the past half dozen yea rs he has restri cted his serv­
ices to the tuning. reworking and face lifting of the gov­
ernment model Colt .45 auto pi stol. He rates it king of the 
combat handguns, bar none, and he can show you with 
ta rgets and course times fired that it is indeed the gun to 
have in both fi sts when the situation gets tense. Swenson, 
himself an expert combat and target shooter with hand­
guns of all types, finds the .45 the best for all seasons. And 
most of hi s customers, the top combat shooters in smoggy 
southern California , agree. 

But there has been a light change in the scene thi s past 
year. Swenson's combat pi stol shop has alwa ys had at 
least a hundred .45's in the works for the past few years. 
Rarely has a revolver (except from a fav ored fri end or 
cop-in-need) been seen on the shelves in various stages of 
Swensonizing. But now a new auto · can be seen, in ever 
increasing numbers he reports. The Browning High-Power 
P-35 9m/ m, long a neglected handgun with the combat 
shooting fraternity, is making the fa st-shooting scene in a 
big way. Last spring I counted 114 handguns being 
worked on in waves of six or so. Of these, all but twelve 
were .45's. The dozen auto-loaders were all Brownings, 
and he can't remember ever seeing more than one or two 
a year in the past. Swenson reports the Browning is con­
tinuing to come in for combatizing and many .45 au to 
shooters are getting a Browning into his shop for the s ix 
Lo twelve months it takes for an accuracy-combat workover. 

What's causing this swing to the Browning? Dea n A. 
Grennell, ed itoi: of the American Reloader Association's 
Bulletin (see November 1968, o. 63 issue) feels it is the 
la rge magazine capacity that makes this John Browning 
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classic so desirable. Combat shooters like lo start with an 
even 14 shots in the gun . Although chan ging magazines 
on the .45 auto is a split-second effort for a pro fi cient 
shooter, it's an additional act that could cause a hang-up 
in a combat shooting session. On the combat courses it 
isn't the size of the hole that wins. but the speed and posi­
tioning of the hole. The Browning has the edge here in 
capacity. 

Defend ers of the .4.S auto say the .45 is the more effi cient 
killer when it comes to real combat situati ons and that the 
Brownin rr is just omething to shoot matches witJ1. fa ybe 
~o, but man y nations issue and swear by thi s 9m/ m as 
the offi cial military sidearm (Canada. Britain, and of course 
Belgium are some). A fe w U.S. police agen cies are using 
the cartridge if not the P-35. The effecti veness of the 9m/ m 
factory full metal case loading leaves much to be desired, 
but even with this loading many feel the 9m/ m Luger 
round exceeds the .38 spec ial, the normal police cartridge. 

What is happening is that combat shooting is gaining 
in popularity not on ly in California , but in many parts of 
the country and for reasons of capacity, lower recoil and 
perhaps handiness, the Browning is coming into its own as 
a combat course weapon. Swenson feels that 9m/ m matches 
will occur when more shooters get invol ed wi th the 
Browning, which will even the odds, but he feels the real 
combat contests will alwa ys be with the .45's and doesn't 
expect to see his .45 auto shop carrying any less of the 
heavy gun in the works. But there will be a Browning 
admixture, for sure! 

Two models of the Browning pistol came into the Swen­
son shop for facelifting, both offering the same possibil­
ities. The standard off-the-shelf commercial model (look­
ing like man y of the surplus military models) with fi xed 
rear sight. And the definitely surplus military model with 
a fixed or adjustable rea r ight slide marked off in meters 
to a range suitable for perhaps a trench mortar. The slid-

Lee Jurras of Super Vel had his own Browning 
"Swensonized" for combat shooting. Note the 
squared-off trigger guard and checkering on 
the trigger guard and the front strap check­
ering for a better grip in hot competition. 
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ing military rear sight sits on a ramp above the slide and is one more 
problem for Swenson 's machine tools, but not much. The standard com· 
mercial model li sts for about $105 in blue. My military slide s ighted one 
was sold fr om a Texas gun shop for $115. I found the wedge shaped 
front sight and vee-shaped rear sight aperture a ver y diffi cult combina· 
ti on to shoot with , so I opened up the vee with a Swi ss file to the same 
depth for a squared slot, and it shot better. The sliding rear sight could 
not be matched to an y parti cul ar lot of ammo so I did no experimenting 
as to how far and how well the long ran ge sights worked. 

Fir t groups with Remin gton 124 grain full metal cased and We' tern 's 
115 grain FMC amm o left me with the impress ion that no militar y side­
arm, unrefin ed, can shoo t ti ghter than a six inch circle, which was the 
best I could do. nfortunately the Browning .is ver y good at ejecting 
brass great di stances, which make recover y for reloading a hands-and. 
knees operation. Few of the hull s landed in the same place. As ide from 
the Texas-grapefruit sized g roup, tri age r response was rubber y. You 
had the feelin g a lot of things were going on insid e before the hammer 
would fall. o cri sp edge occurred to me even afte r man y sess ions of 
s tudi ed dry firin g. 

A business trip took me to Los Angeles, so I took the Browning along 
for a visit to Swen on 's combat shop. I th ought it would be the only OJl e 
in the house, but Swenson showed me the dozen he had on hand. One 
belonged to Super Vel's Lee Jurras. 

Swenson is not in the habit of taking one gun and running it through 
all the stages of accurizing. He sets up spec ial tools and ji gs for certain 
operations, so the handgun s go through the shop in batches of a half 
dozen or so. I watched the beginning of the Brownings, and took notes 
on what apparent! happens the remaining eleven months, twenty-nine 
da ys he had mine. Unless you are a top combat shooter in the Los An· 
geles area, or are pointing an empty hand at some Torth Vietnamese 
jungle-fighter, Swenson will not speed up the process of gettin g your gun 
out. It takes time, and it is worth it. 

The Gardena gunsmith first strips off all the things that won 't count­
the original sights, the military ramp, in some cases a lanyard ring. He 
precision-fits the slide to the frame after building the barrel bushing. 
The barrel get a muzzle sleeve that later will be ground to match the 
barrel bushing so that no pla y exists at thi s point. This is a grind-and· 
test procedure that takes time. 

Next, a 1700 degree ga na me is appli ed to the tri gger guard , with 
chill plates attached to keep the heating localized to the guard . My Brown­
ing did not get this treatment, as I (Continued on page 64) 

Left, top to bottom: Swenson 

adds metal to muzzle to keep 

movement to a minimum. Maga­

zines are chromed and leather 

is added to protect them . Rig 

was made by Bianchi. Swenson 

shot target shown as inspec· 

tion sheet for gun. Author is 

shown testing his new pistol 

for accuracy and reliability. 

Quality of work was excellent 

and the accuracy was superb. 
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CAN HELP 
REPEAL THE 

GUN CONTROL ACT OF 1968! 

A S THIS is written , a saga unfolded in Chicago which 
will again focus the attention of the voting public to 

what the newspapers like to call the " gun problem." Two 
young police offi cers stopped a ca r to question the occu­
pants ; one is dead, the other seriously wounded. And the 
newspapers, and the police offic ial s. and the do-gooders 
reacted- and of course their reacti on was against the gun . 

On the lead page, ph otos of the scene are shown along 
with a statement- in big bold tvpe- by Chicago's Deputy 
Superi ntendent which said: "Get rid of handguns. Roch­
ford pleads." On the same page is a bold notice that on 
page 10 you will find a sto ry on Rep. Ab ner Mikva 's bill 
to prohibit the import, sale, and manufacture of all hancl­
g:uns. What a pretty anti-gun package! 

But let's read all of thi s paper. and if we do, we see that 
there is more to the story. On page 30, at the tail encl of 
the article, we read that one of the suspects in the killin g 
of thi s police offi cer was arrested in ovember of 1959 for 
murder ; co nvicted of murder in March of 1960, and sen­
tenced to 25 vea rs; paroled in April of 1969: arrested in 
November of 1969 for carrying a gun: escaped fr om a 
hearing of his parole violation by drawing a pistol from 
hi s pocket. Then he alleclgecll y shot and killed aga in on 
March 3 ,1970. 

This inc ident points out one basic fa ct: Chicago ma y 
ha ve anti-gun laws, but what it needs are some good anti­
c rime laws. Chicago's gun registra ti on law did not prevent 
thi s killing: neither did Illinoi s' I.D. Card law. But a law 
which would have kept thi s criminal from walking the 
streets of Chicago would ha ve certainl y had a greater effect 
towa rd sav ing thi s life. 

Most of the American public are so brainwashed by the 
a nti -gun writings of newspapers that they believe that gun 
owners are a callous g roup who care little about anything 
except keeping their guns. \Ve must sh ow them that they 
are wrong. We, too, are concerned about the ri sing in­
cidence of crime, and we will do anything which is effec· 
ti ve in reducing crime. We will not, however , li sten to the 
po liti cians who drape their anti-gun rhetori c in the black 
crepe of the unfortunate deaths of citizens. They cry out 
that people are killed by guns; yet no jury has ever found 
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a gun guilty of an y crime. They use the old plea: " If we 
can save but one life with thi s gun law. \ e should pass it." 
Yet they could save a hundred- even a th ousand- more 
lives by findin g a wav to keep kill ers behind bars ! They 
could save hundreds of lives in the future b y passing 
mandatory penalty laws. The Dodds. Kennecl ys. etc .. all 
wrap their anti-gun feelings in the cloak of fi ghting crime, 
yet we do not see their names on anti-crime legislati on! 

If we are to win our fight to preserve gun ownership for 
legitimate spo rting purposes. we must get ou r fri end ~ and 
neighbors to support true anti-c rime legislati on. And to 
do thi s we must use the tactics of the p oliticians; be force­
ful. btit be vague. We must take up the cry : "So mething 
Must Be Done." and not get too specific about how it must 
be done. It is not up to us to writ e legislati on: the law­
makers do a bad enough job of it all by th emselves. Let 
us merely point ou t fa cts abo ut the crime prob lem. and 
follow thi s up with the c ry : "Somethin g must l e done 
about thi s." Here are a few examples. 

Fact: "Sixty per cent of all prison inrnates who were 
released in 1963 were arrested aga£11 within fi ve )'ears!" 
Something must be done abo ut thi s! 

Fact: A phrase that has becom e commonplace today is: 
"He has a record as long as your arm." So mething must 
be done about thi s ! 

Fact: The FBI book "Crime in th e United S tates"' says 
that ; " ... criminal homicide is, to a major extent , a na· 
tional social problem beyond police prevention." Note that 
it says that thi s is a social problem. not a gun problem! 
Something must be done abo ut thi s! 

Fact : "Night time burglary of residences has increased 
91 per cent since 1960." And they wan t people Lo go un­
armed in their own home ! Something must be done about 
thi s! 

Nex t month we will exami.ne one of the worst of the anti­
gun bills, and we will exp lore methods for suc:.;essful defeat 
of thi s threat to yo ur ri ght to enj oy a sport which few 
people understand. We will qu ote Rep. Mikva's bill to ban 
handguns, and give you ~ 
ammunition with which lo fi ght it. .._ 
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IS FOR 

ASSAULT RIFLE 
By MAJ . GEORGE C. NONTE 

TODAY'S Ml 6 .223 ( 5.56mm ) rifle-th rowing sc ream­
ing bursts of fi re at nearly 1000 rounds pe r minute fr om 

th e hands of a mud-smea red , leech-infested infa ntryman in 
Vietnam- represents the epitome of the Assa ult Rifle. This 
isn't Lo say better weapons aren' t in the offin g, no r that the 
i\ ll 6 is trul y best fo r all purposes . Simply, it means th at 
thi s one gun is in fac t the peak development of a basic 
type as thi s is written. Other highly uccess ful assa ul t rifl es 
ex ist, main ly the Belgian F AL and the Soviet AK Seri es. 
Th ey rep resent different a pproaches in terms of ammuni-
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ti on and weight to th e basic tactical doctrine that ha in 
itself deve loped concurrentl y with the wea pons- mass ive 
ful l-automatic suppres i e fire deli vered by the indi,•idual 
rifl eman. In short, it is the ea rli er submachine o- un doc­
trine a pplied across the boa rd to the rifl eman. 

Weapons of this type would have little rea l value with­
o.ut the tactical doctrine which woul d, o f itself, be impos­
sib le of achievement with out the wea pons. 

We have the weapons- Assa ult Rifles- today, but they 
didn ' t come easi ly. The search went on a long time fo r a n 
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arm small and light enough to be readil y handled by the 
indi vidual soldier, and capable of controlled automatic 
fire. From the very first employment of the modern ma­
chine gun in the late 1880' and 90's, a portable, one-man 
version has been avidly sought by all the world's military 
establi shments. The original Maxim, Hotchkiss, and other 
machine guns fathered the Assault RiAe out of the Auto­
matic (Machine ) RiAe, with considerable geneti c inAuence 
from the submachine gun. 

By WWI, uncounted smaller conAicts had resulted in a 
high stage of Hea vy Machine Gun development but with­
out comparable development of tactics. But, until the Great 
War became a reality, no large effort had been made to 
develop one- man guns. Several ha ic HMG designs were 
tripped down to achieve limited improvement in weight 

and mobility. None were true one-man guns because the 
basic mechanisms were large and heavy and not at all well 
uited to scaling-down. 

The 1912 American Lewis gun was adopted by the Brit­
ish and Belgians. Air cooled, with its relatively light (22 
lbs.) weight, bipod mount, and enclosed drum magazine, it 
was vastl y more mobile than standard machine guns. ·With 
it began the mobile base of fire concept employed so suc­
cessfull y in the 1940's. One man could move and shoot 
with it when the chips were down, but another man or two 
wa till needed to carry ammunition and protect the gun­
ner. Though a step in the right direction, the Lewis was 
till a far cr y from what was needed. 

In France, the Chauchat Model 1915 was developed, 
comparable in weight and performance to the Lewis, but 
totall y difierent mechanicall y. It utilized a large, curved, 
bottom-mounted box magazine. Produced in quantity, it 

Italian Breda FN-ABL 
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was more prone to malfuncti ons than the Lewis, and ap­
peared quite crude. But, it se rved both U.S. and French 
troops fairl y well as a stop-gap measure. 

In Russia, prior to the 1917 Revolution, Vasily Federov 
produced the first true Assault RiAe, the Ml916 in 6.Smm 
Japanese caliber. It was nea rl y as light and some,, hat hort­
er than a standard riAe and set the pattern and style '' hich 
has varied only in weight and caliber since. Quantity pro· 
duction of the Federov was initiated and if the Revoluti on 
had not interfered , it might well have forced similar arms 
development in other countri es 4,0 years earlier tJ1an it 
eventually came to pass . 

In the U.S., John Browning rushed completion of hi s 
famous BAR (Browning Automatic RiAe) which was 
adopted immediately a the Ml918. It finall y saw only 
slight service in the clos ing days of the war, but ga ined a 
tremendous reputation during the next maj or blood-leuing. 

After World War], little development took place. Count­
less wartime programs were cancelled and the armies of 
the World made do with the Lewis, light Hotchki ss, Cha u­
chat, and BAR until the 1930's. Czechoslovakia developed 
the Brno ZB33 in the BAR class and England adopt d it 
as the BREN. Many other ations followed uit. German y, 
oddl enough, ignored light auto riAe development and con­
centrated on belt-fed light machine guns culminati ng in the 
MG 34-42 series. Not until 194,2 with the FG 42 did Ger­
many produce a weapon that ap proached Assault Rifl e con­
figuration. This gun's reco rd was not impressive and it did 
not see wide use. Interestingly, it was the product of the 
Luftwafie, not ground forces. 

During the 1930's, several Assa ult Rifl es were tested, 
primarily in Italy, Czechoslovakia, and Belgium. The Jtal-

.FN-FAL 

I 
I 
I 

M-16Al 
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lian Berda PG rifle of 1935 was a tri­
umph of manufacturing expertise over 
engineering complexity-and it failed, 
being too fragil e and complex for ser­
vice use. The P G, incidenta lly, was the 
first to incorporate a burst-limiting de­
vice. Tb is fea ture is just now bein " 
seri ously considered to r educe unneces­
sar y ammumtrn n expenditure. T he 
Czech ZB designs were repeatedly 
tes ted but ne er developed to the point 
of suitability. In Belgium , Dieudonne 
Saive deve loped for F I a highly suit­
able mechanism for a elective-fire 
riAe, the ABL, but German occupation 
of that Country prevented its produc­
tion in quantity. Appa rently Germany 
overlooked the merits of thi s weapon, 
though two decades later , it was to bu y 
man y thousands of the design as it had 
evolved into the FAL. 

In the .S.A. development wa con­
centrated on semi-automatic rifles, re-
ulting in the highly successful Ml 

Garand which was the first such rifl e 
to be adopted by a maj or power. In the 
earl y 40's, the late Melvin Johnson 
further refined his r ecoil-operated emi­
auto riAe for selecti ve fire and large 
magazine capacity, but found no takers 
in quantit y. He called it a Lio-ht Ma­
chine Gun, but it embodied all the 
characteristics of the Assault Rifle. 

In Ru ia, the Simonov 7.62mm 
semi-auto rifle adopted in 1936 wa 
furth er modifi ed to produce electi ve­
fire capability. And , the same pro­
cedure wa applied to a limited extent 
to the ifl938 & i\111940 Tokarev rifle 
which saw m oderate se rvice in WWII. 

All other ations apparently pre-
ferred a combination of Li"ht Machine 
Cun and bolt-action r epeating rifle­
instead of the rela ti vely complex, tem­
peramental, and cos tly assault riAe 
type beginning to show promi e for 
the futur . Tactical need for the As-
ault Rifl e had n ot yet been demon­
tra ted. Automatic fire to supplement 

the rifle wa supplied by LlVIG's. 
The comin " of WWII purred de­

velopment of A sa ult Rifle-. Nearl y all 
maj or powers initia ted urgent p ro­
,,.rams to pr oduce a trul one-man au­
tomatic weapo n. P robabl the fir t to 
ee service was the U.S. 'l-2 .30 calibe r 

ca rbine. This arm was im ply the semi­
automatic Ml carbine fitted with a 
elective fire mechanism and featured 

the first of the so-called " intermedi ate" 
ca rtridge of relatively low energy and 
r ecoil. H owever, the M2 wa not em­
ployed tactically as an as ault weapon. 
The .S. also developed se lective-fire 
versions of the Ml rifl e, but not in time 
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FREE! 
Win a copy of "Small Arms of the World" 
This exciting contest is 
easy to enter. See details at right. 

for them to see service in the War. By 
th i time, tactical doctrine wa chang­
ing as it became clear the hea y ma­
chine gun co uld no longer domin ate 
the battle field as it did in 19]LJ-l8. 

It was Germany that ,produced the 
first modern true Assault Rifle and the 
appropriate tacti cal doctrin e for its 
pro per empl oyment. The re ult was the 
stubb y, gas-operated MP43 ernployed 
in 1943 on the Russ i~n front. It, too, 
wa chambered for an intermediate 
cartridge of only m oderate power, the 
7.92mm Kurz (7.92 x33mm ) posses­
sing somewhat greater energy and ve-

l 

2 

== 

4 

loc ity than the .S .. 30 ca rbine but 
les than the .30-30 Winches ter. Troop 
reacti on to the MP43 wa ve ry good, 
and large quantity producti on was 
planned immedia tely. It appears likely 
that the '4.3-'44 encounters 11 ith thi s 
weapon prompted Soviet development 
culminating only a fe, yea rs later in 
the AK 4,7 of current prominen e. 

In reality, the onl y operati onal As­
sault Rifle t o come out of ',Xr~ II was 
the MP43/ 44. series. The M2 Ca rbine 
and the variou- con versions of semi­
automatic rifle possessed numerous 
disadvantages and were, in particular, 
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Now you can win a copy of the latest edition of Small Arms of the World by 
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difficult to control during burst fire. 
The MP 43/ 44, with its specially de­
signed cartridge could be controlled 
with relative ease becau e of its light 
recoil , yet was more compact than most 
infantry rifl es, though heavier than 
some. It al o utilized economical ad­
vanced metal fabri cation techniques 
and was of simple design. 

The MP 43/ 44 died with the end of 
the war, though captured stocks re­
mained in service in eastern Europe 
for some time. It is reported that some 
were manufactured- or at least assem· 
bled- in East Germany during the late 
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1940's for use until the Soviet AK-ser­
ies became available. 

For once, small arms development 
was not stifled followin g a major war. 
Belgium and the U.S. became western 
cen ters of development, though Russia 
was the first to issue a new operational 
weapon in the 7.62mm M43 caliber 
AK47. The AK47 appears to have been 
influenced greatly by the MP43/ 44, 
though certainly more costl y to pro­
duce. It's cartridge virtually duplicates 
the p e r f o r m a n c e of the German 
7.92mm Kurz and has since become the 
Soviet Bloc standard for rifles and 

squad machine guns. 
Together Belgium (FN) and Britain 

developed the EM2 rifle of "Bull Pup" 
confi gurati on, along with a 7mm 
( .284" bullet diameter ) intermediate 
cartridge slightly more powerful than 
the Russian and German items. The 
cartridge became the ".280 British" 
about which much U.S./ British con ­
troversy raged in the ea rl y 1950's. 

Concurrentl y, F I developed tl1 e pre­
war Saive design into its F AL rifle. 
U.S. work centered around a develop· 
ment of the Ml Garand-a time-proven 
mechanism and a short .30 caliber, 
full-power cartridge call ed T-65. 

NA TO Doctrine required a single 
standard rifl e/ MG cartridge, and vari­
ous politica l maneuvers resulted in the 
adoption of the U.S. T65 as "7.62mm 
NATO." This ended British work 011 

the EM2 rifle. FN poli shed up its FAL 
and adapted it to the 7.62mm round. 
Belgium and England quickl y adopted 
the excellent F AL, foll owed by many 
other Western 1ations. In 1957, the 
U.S. adopted its advanced Garand type 
selective-fire rifle as the Ml4. Whereas 
the U.S. rifle was essentially new·, Ital 
chose to copy its configurati on m1rl 
performance by converting wartime 
Ml rifl es on hand. The result is desig­
nated BM-59, and has\ been adopted by 
severa l 1ations as well as Italy. This 
is considered by many to prove the 
Ml4 represents little advance over the 
Garand. 

France, pugnaciously independent, 
produced it's own Assault Rifle in 
7.5mm Ml929 caliber as the :MAS 49/ 
56-a redesign of the semi-automatic 
M49 adopted immediately after WWII. 
This is an extremely simple and dur­
ab le arm. 

Up to thi s point (late 1950's ) , no 
reall y revo lutionary design principles 
were evident in Assault Rifl es. But, the 
delayed-blowback, roller-lock system at­
tributed to Vorgrimmler (Mauser STG 
45 prototype) had been under careful 
development by Spain's CETME. It 
emerged in the late '50's as the fir t 
rea lly new locking system in half a 
century, and the CETME rifle in 
7.62mm 1ATO caliber wa ad opted by 
Germany and Spain. 

Following the delayed-blowback, rol­
ler-lock theme, Switzerland (SIG ) de­
veloped its StewG 57 Seri es 7.62rnm 
rifles now in use by Swiss and Chilean 
troops. Quite different in appearance 
and detail fr om the CETME, the StewG 
57 nevertheless represen ts the same 
basic design and fun cti ons in the same 
manner. (Continued on page 49) 
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RETURN OF THE 

EVERY O\V a nd th en so mething turns up to re-estab­
li sh my beli e f in the human race. Sometimes it is a 

move by th e Gover nment to mod iJy a mmuni tio n .reco rd 
keep ing. or college s tu dents rin gin g doorbell s on their own 
time Lo rai se money Lo save swamplands fo r wildfo11-I. 

Even more rare is th e firea rms manufacturer wh o turn ­
out a pi ece that is heller than it should be. Such is defi­
nitel y the case with the new :Mauser HSc pistol as currently 

produced by the world fa mous Ma use r fa ctory in We t Ger· 
man y. Interarms, Ltd., 10 Prince Street, A lexandria, Vir­
ginia , import the HSc a nd shipped one to me in .380 ACP. 
Mause r enthusiasts ha ve long been aware that this pi stol 
has been in the works, but fir st the Germans fouled up 
things and th en, l understa nd , Ma use r held up producti on 
until the fl.Sc met traditi onal Mauser q uality standards. 
Then, to make things even more diffi cult, the nited States 
Gove rnment refu sed to all ow lnterarms to import the hand­
g un until minor basic modifi ca ti ons were made. All this has 
been go ing on for two or three years but, believe me, the 
result has been well worth waiting for! 

I ha ve owned quite a few Ma user HSc pistols, all of 
them in .32 ACP and all of them ea rl y wartime handguns. 
The HSc was the last pi stol to come out of Ma user 's re­
search and development labora tories before the Second 
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World War ca ncell ed th eir R&D work and forced them into 
full wartime producti on. The Ma use r HSc is co nsid ered b y 
ma ny auth oriti es to incorpora te the most adva nced des ign 
of a ny small automatic p istol. It is s treamlin ed to permit 
easy ex traction from a pocket. No thing can ca tch. lt is dou­
ble action. When it first appeared it c reated a sensa tion 
with its rad ically str led appea rance but beca use it was 
backed by th e traditi ona l Ma use r workmanship plus th e 
most mode rn design it became an instant success and an 
extremely des irable pistol to own. Returning se rvicemen 
brought back ma ny th ousands of th ese HSc's that were 
eagerl y bought by shooters who kn ew a bargain when th ey 
saw one and who kn ew th ere would neve r be an y more 
manufactured. 

Then ·a co uple of years ago word got around that Mauser 
was testing some new versions of th is 1-:lSc a nd Ma user 
actuall y admitted that they planned to resume production 
in the nea r future. A few of the earl y pi stol found their 
wa y to this country but l would like to state that Lh e pistol 
I ha ve is not a pilot model nor a hand-made model but a 
full Aedged producti on product of the Ma use r fa ctor y. As 
such, it is gorgeous. I have not used thi s word for man y 
yea rs and 1 mea n gorgeous. The fini sh a nd quality of this 
pistol surpasses that of an y HSc I ha ve ever seen. I sin­
cerely hope that Ma use r can continue to maintain this 
standard of quality control. 

Above, left: The HSc shown with the various types of 
ammunition it fired without malfunctions . Above: Note 
how barrel lugs flt into the rear steel block and the 
front block accounting for the above average accuracy. 
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Since its introduction in the 19301s, 

the HSc has been a favorite among 

both the military and civilians. 

This new offering from lnterarms Ltd. 

upholds the Mauser tradition of 

making fine firearms of outstanding 

quality and design. 

BY MASON WILLIAMS 

Mauser ships their HSc in a compact, blue plastic box 
that is fitted to take the pistol and 'a spare magazine. The 
top of the box holds a three shot target, a parts sheet and 
an instruction booklet that is written in English . 

The obvious question is how does this current HSc com­
pare with the original HSc's ? What changes have been 
made? Have these changes cheapened the over-all quality 
and reliability of the pistol in any way ? The new HSc has 
a matte finish on the top of the slide. The new rear sight 
has been beefed up and has been given a square rear sight 
notch that I consider superior to the old U type notch, 
because it ties in better with the square patridge type front 
sight. Otherwise, externally, both pistols are identical. 

The new HSc is all steel (with the exception of the back 
strap which is aluminum ) and it looks to me as if both the 
slide and receiver were produced by investment casting. 
Like its predecessor, the new pistol has a magazine safety 
that prevents firing the pistol if the magazine has been re­
moved. The magazine release is located in the bu tt of the 
pistol grip and holds the bottom end of the hammer spring. 
Take-down is simple. Cock the hammer, place the manual 
safety on Safe, remove the magazine and- using the tip of 
the thumb nail- press down on the sliding lock in the front 
of the trigger guard. At the same time, move the slide for­
ward about one quarter of an inch and pull up. The slide 
now comes off the top of the receiver. 

Mauser has machined the forward part of the trigger 
guard into a solid piece of steel whereas on the old models 
this area was hollo\\·ed out thus making the older pistols 
slightl y lighter in weight than the new ones. Otherwise 
there are no obvious changes. Remove the grips and the 
heav ier reinforced frame of the new pistol with its remove­
able aluminum backstrap is clearl y seen as are other 
changes in the mechanism that appear Lo both simplify and 
make more reliable the fun ctioning of the new HSc. 

The sa fety features of the HSc a re extremely interesting 
and practi cal. The slide remains open after the last shot 
has been fired. Inserting a magazine releases the hold open 
lever and the slide runs fo rward lo chamber a new ca r­
tridge in the barrel. This leave the HSc " ith its hammer 
back at full cock. The shoote r can leave it there and throw 
on the manual safet y. With this in (Continued on page 72 ) 

The overall fin ish of the new HSc is excellent. Checkering 
and wood finish is finely executed and greatly enhances. 
the a ppearance of the gun. Butt extension is a welcome 
addition and is one of the best • Photo by Gene Lovitz. 



AS NEW HORDES of Americans rush into Alaska as a 
consequence of one of the world 's greatest oil booms, 

the "gun nuts" among them und oubted ly will begin snap· 
ping up what really have become some of the rarest wea­
pons in the 11·orld- the whaling shoulder guns and darting 
guns. 

Today's whaling industr y has lost much of the romance 
which was present when sa iling ships roamed the seas and 
hard y sai lors battled the elements to bring in the precious 
oil and the baleen or whalebo ne which brought as much as 
$5..50 a pound in the middle of the nineteenth century and 
was used fo r co rset stays, ramrods for guns and a variety 
of other implements. 

Techn ological advances enable the modern whaler to 

Breech of author's gun. Bomb is breech loaded. 

catch and process the world's largest mammal with ve ry 
nea rl y the assembly line efficiency of a modern Detroit 
automobile factory. 

But there are exceptions to almost every rule and the 
Eskimos who inhabit the 4-9th state's Arcti c coast are the 
exception in the fi eld of whale hunting. Depending upon 
the bow head or right whale to supply much of th eir meat, 
these Eskimos still rely upon the type of weapo n they ob­
tained from the white man more than a century ago whe;1 
they put aside their own ancient harpoons made of ivory, 
bone, driftwood and slate. 

The white man's principal whaling weapons in the Arc­
ti c, at the time the Eskimos made thi s changeover, were 
heavy brass shoulder guns and darting guns mounted on 

R. W. Meininger shown assembling a bomb. Note size of gun . 



long thro11 in g poles. Each type fired a pointed. cylindrical 
bomb that exploded shortl y after it penetrated deepl y into 
the whale. The expl osion either killed or cr ippled the whal es 
11·hich weigh approximately a ton to each foot of length. 
and sometim es are as much as 60 feet long. The darting 
g un also ca rried a detacha ble harpoon. 

Here's how Oliver D. 'M orri s, Sr., former whaler and 
Arctic trader. still li ving in Fairbanks, Alaska, desc ribes 
thr 11·ea pon s and how he helped to use them: 

Opposite page: Darting gun ready for business on the 
bow of a skin boat or "oomiak." Right: Eskimo hunter 
loading a bomb into a breech loading shoulder gun. 
Below: Eskimo from Barrow, Alaska taking aim with a 
shoulder gun on a bowhead whale directly under the 
boat. Note the whale's blow hole. They often take 
such risks to get their whale. 

" Most 11haling ship:- had their names on the shoulder 
guns, hut not on the da rtin g guns. Both shoul de r gun~ a nd 
darting g un s were made largely in New Bedfo rd. :\l assa ­
chuse tts. a whaling center ' til about lB93. Then San Fran· 
cisco began to beco me a center. Some of the gun s were 
made there. We had some darting bombs made in San 
Francisco. They wouldn ' t set up a machine to m ake them 
unless they received a ] 00-bomb or more ord er. They cost 
us $9 each. This was (Co ntinued on page S2) 







The 
Rarest 

SAVAGE? 
By HARRY 0. DEAN 

COLLECTORS and connoisseurs of the Savage Models 1895 and 1899 are well aware that 
old catalogs list a "Musket" or military ver sion of the r ifl e. It has the standard loop lever, 

a full length stock and slin g swivels, but in no major way does it difTer from the standard rifle. 
Thi s musket foll ows the 1893 P atents issued to Arthur W. Savage in most respects. 

The rifle shown herewith is a real rarity! It predates the 1893 patents and possesses a number 
of major differences. I will refer to it hereafter as the Savage "Number one." 

Arthur W. Savage was a superintendent of the Utica Street Railway in Utica, New York. He 
had an avid interest in firearms and the Savage Model 99, whi ch he created, has become world 
fa mous for its strength and its modernistic des ign. The Savage " Number one" design, shown 
here, is a very earl y embodiment of the basic Savai:re invention. It appears evident that Mr. 
Savage had a primary interest in selling to the military and leaned toward a commercial and 
sport ing adaptation of his design only aft er his military submissions were not successful. The 
dra win gs for rifl e # 1 are dated 1892 and, as we all know, the United States Ordnance Board 
adopted the 1892 Krag Jorgenson bolt action, a Norwegian design. For Arthur Savage it was 
the old, sad story of too little and too late. 

However, because most of our experts are not aware of the Savage #1 design, we will give 
it a quick look. 

Of primary interest to Savage fans is the odd appearing " bar" lever instead of the usual 
loop. This is not too unusual when compared to military versions of the Martini single shot 
whi ch al so boasts a simil ar lever. Its length may offer more leverage to extract a stuck case. 
The lever pivot point is also noti ceably lower than on later rifles. 

Note in the top view photo that the rear of the hreech block has a "T" shape for increased 
bearing area. The obvious bul ge at the location of the famed Savage rotary magazine di scloses 
that thi s military design was created with high capacity in mind. The drawing shows eight car­
tridges, a healthy number. 

Yes, the Savage #1 rifl e is a true oddity. I first noticed this gun on the racks of the Research 
and Development department during one of my visits to Savage Arms. There are two rifl es. The 
one shown here is in remarkabl y good condition . The other # 1 rifle is fragmentary and badly 
eroded. 

The #1 Savage is a highl y interesting specim en and, although it did not meet with success, it 
marks the opening of a whole new era of lever action repeatin g rifles. Since then, the Savage 
Arms Company has become a giant in the ranks of gun manufacturers. They now offer a greater 
variety of sportin g firearms than any other maker . And they are all gun s of the highest quality. 

A fittin g tribute to the man who started the ball rolling- Arthur W. Savage! 0 

The author wishes to acknowledge the cooperation of the officials of Savage Arms for their kind assistance. 

~0.35. 

SAVAGE, ~o. 1. 



PLATE \IX. 

Top: Full length view shows a stock form similar to the Springfield .45-70 "trap­
door." Above: The drawings of the Savage "Number One" rifle disclose the unique 
Savage locking system and a high capacity rotary magazine. Dated 1892. Left: In 
this action open view, the "T" shape of the rear locking area can be clearly seen. 
This increases bearing surface considerably. Note condition of metal. Below: This 
closeup of the # l breech area shows the fine condition of both wood and metal. 



NOTHING TO BUY, 
NO ENTRY FEE! 
Simply clip and mail the coupon below and 
you will be eligible for the "Gun of the Month " 
- the B.S.A. Monarch rifle. The Deluxe hunting 
rifle incorporates the latest in firearms design; 
gas ·proof enclosed bolt housing, chrome · moly 
steel barrel, action machined from solid steel, 
European walnut stock with recoil pad and 
sling swivels. The B.S.A. Monarch is available 
in six popular calibers, and certainly one rifle 
any shooter would be proud to own. 
For acldifionol information on the 8 .S.A . 
Monarch , and the complete line of firearms 
and accessories offered by J.L. Galef, write: 
J.L. Galef & Son, 85 Chambers St. , New York , 
New York 10007. 

Sponsored by 
GUNS MAGAZINE and 

J.L. GALEF & SON 

Your name will be entered for the drawing to 
be hela June 10th. The winner of the B.S.A. 
Monarch will be notified by mail and an· 
nounced in the October issue of GUNS Maga­
zine . To enter it is not necessary to use the 
coupon below. A plain postcard conveying the 
information reque sted will be accepted. 

MAIL POST-CARD TODAY 
DO NOT USE ENVELOPE! 

GUNS Magazine 
8150 N. Central Pork/Skokie, 111./60076 
Nome ________________ _ 

Address·-~~~~~~~~~~~~~-



Texas Ranger 

Commemoratives 

PROBABLY THE MOST famous 
law enforcem ent agency. in these 

United States is that unique group of 
men knovvn as the Texas Rangers . 

Founded in 1823, they acq uired 
their famous reputation by riding herd 
on Texas outlaws in an era that pro­
duced ha rd- case gunfighters by the 
scor e. 

"One Riot-One Ranger" becam e a 
living legend that to this day is prac­
ticed by the Rangers. 

In order to give fanciers of western 
history an opportunity to include 
something of the Texas Rangers in 
their collections, Texas Rangers His­
torical Arms, Inc. has underta ken the 
production of the favored weapon of 
those ea rly day lawm en. The Colt .45 
was undoubtedl y carried by more 
Rangers than all other handguns com ­
bined . 

Texas Rangers His torical Arms, Inc. 
has contracted with Colt Firearms to 
turn out only 1,000 of these single ac­
tion .45's to be designated "Texas Ran­
ger Commemorative." 

These C o m m e m o r a ti v e s have 
stamped on the left side of the 7% 
inch barrel TEXAS RANGER COM­
MEMORATIVE "One Riot-One Ran­
ger". Inse t into the left grip is a mini­
ature Texas Ranger badge. At the top 
of the backstrap is a sterling silver 
seal of the State of Texas. TEXAS 
RANGERS is cut into the remainder 
of the backstrap to be read from the 
left side. 

Eight hundred of these Texas Ran­
ger Commemoratives will be d eliv­
ered with blued barrels, case-hardened 
frames and walnut grips. 

• 
I 

t •..• 

T wo hundred Texas Ranger Com­
memoratives will be silver plated and 
engraved by th e nationally known en­
grave r Frank Hendricks of San An­
tonio, Texas. These will be done to the 
purchaser s choice of three d esigns 
originated by H endricks. Coverage is 
comple te and of the finest quality. The 
grips on the engraved version are cus­
tom made ivory with the silver Texas 
Ranger badge inlaid. 
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The guns are delivered in a beauti­
ful fitted walnut case 12" x 16" x 5" 
deep. The case is glass covered. Along­
side the Texas Ranger Commemora ­
tive is a full size Texas Ranger badge 
made from a 5 peso Mexican coin pre­
cisely as they wer e when the Rangers 
had their own badges made in those 
early yea rs. Badges were not issued. 
Each man had his own made. 

The bottom drawer of the case holds 
a 250 page book "The Pictorial His­
tory of the Texas Rangers". This book 
contains more than 200 photographs, 
many never before published, and is 
a collectors item in itself. Included are 
photographs of all the famous Rangers 
plus photographs of their guns, knives, 
saddles, holsters, badges, etc. More 
than three years have gone into col­
lecting data and photographs for this 
book which is appropriately ·covered 
with Texas Longhorn hide "with the 
hair still on." These hides are mostly 
from the famed herd of Texas Long­
horns on the fabulous YO Ranch, 
Mountain Home, Texas. 

The Texas Rangers Historical Arms, 
Inc. also offers 44 (that's a ll that wi11 
be made) Texas Range r Bronzes. 
These are made by nationally famous 
western artist and sculptor Joe Beeler, 
of Sedona, Arizona. These Bronzes 
may be purchased by the first 44 pur­
chasers of the Texas Ranger Com­
memorative. 

The Texas Ranger Commemorative 
is priced at $650. Engraved versions 
start at $1,000. The Bronzes are $850. 
A deposit of $300 is required ~ 
with each order. ~ 

Ync. 
offering the 

~ \Z:~ 

TEXAS 
RANGER 

COMMEMORATIVE 
SIX-SHOOTER 

This limited issue Colt .45 (only 800 
Regular Commemoratives are being 
manufactured) has a miniature sil­
ver Texas Ranger badge set into 
the left grip . The seal of the State 
of Texas is embossed on the silver 
drawer pulls on the walnut display 
case . An authentic Texas Ranger 
badge (by special permission) 
made from a Mexican 5 peso sil ­
ver coin is included. A " Pictorial 
History of the Texas Rangers" ac ­
companies each Commemorative . 
This book, destined to be a collec­
tors item in itself, is covered with 
genuine Texas Longhorn steer hide 
"with the hair still on". Its 283 
pages contain the stories of 57 
Texas Rangers illustrated with 465 
photographs, most never before 
published. 

Price: $650 each, $300 deposit 

TEXAS RANGERS HISTORICAL ARMS, INC. 
P. 0. BOX 77 Y. 0. RANCH 

MOUNTAIN HOME, TEXAS 78058 
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T HE first completely happy rifle 
turkey hunter I ever me~ was the 

ranch boy who had met up with a 
flock , drawn bead on a pair of alert 
gobbler heads with his iron-sighted 
. 30-30 carbine and killed both birds. 
By fantastic luck his bullet had cut 
the throat of one gobbler and creased 
the back of the neck of the second. 
He'd collected something under 40 
pounds of prime Thanksgiving dinner 
with one cartridge. But what was 
most important he'd killed his birds 
cleanly, with no meat damage. 

Most rifle turkey hunters aren' t that 
fortunate. Even the best of them 
flinch from head or neck shots be­
cause they're too chancy. And when 
they use standard deer-hunting rifles 
only a few of them can pinpoint their 
hits so that a lot of fine eating meat 
isn't shredded to pulp. Varmint rifles, 
because of their even faster and more 
frangible bullets, generally do an even 
messier job. 

Most states which permit the use of 
rifles for turkeys set certain minimal 
requirements as to caliber, cartridge 
:size, or both. But they don 't permit 
the use of small rifles which, although 
they'll kill , usually do so so slowly 
that many marginally-hit birds escape 
as lost cripples. And that's a sorry 
end to our finest upland game bird. 

In South Dakota, for instance-only 
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REDUCED LOADS 
FOR TURKEY 

Where law permits, you 
can use your big game rifle to 
hunt the wiley gobbler 

By BERT POPOWSKI 

one state where either shotguns or 
rifles may be used-turkeys are 
classed as big game. That means that 
rifles which are legal for deer and 
antelope are also legal for turkeys. 
But, except in the most expert hands 
and under nearly ideal circumstances. 
many of the birds taken are badly 
bullet mangled. No rim-fires are per­
mitted, which outlaws the .22 Long 
Rifle and the .22 Magnum. Even such 
tiny centerfires as the .22 Hornet are 
illegal for turkeys. 

Turkeys have quite heavy-meated 
bodies but also very thin skins. Thus 
a bullet which is handily contained 
by the relatively rubbery hide of a 
deer blows open turkey hide as if it 
was paper. Since it also expands 
against the heavy meat that often re ­
sults in blowing a bird to fragments , 
especially in the choice edible por­
tions of strong legs and the heavy 
breast meat. No hunter likes to pick 
up choice game in such sorry hunks. 

It took the first South Dakota open 
season of 1955 to drive home such 
facts to me. A lean 750 permits were 
issued to hunt an estimated 4,500 
either-sex turkeys . 'rwo of us went 
out, armed with commercial loads in 
a pair of .222 rifles and got our birds. 
But, while one of those was reason­
ably intact, the other had to be picked 
up piece by piece, as if it had been 

shot and then instantly field-dressed 
by a buzzsaw. One bird could ha ve 
been plucked and roasted in the tradi­
tional manner but the fragments of 
the other were strictly fricassee fod­
der . 

Right then I decided something had 
to be done to allow us to shoot birds 
without such tremendous meat dam­
age. For in these Black Hills most 
rifle hunters feel very fortunate if 
they get shots within 100 yards and 
aren' t surprised if their game is 150 
to 200 yards out yonder. So a pinpoint 
hit at the traditional "butt of the 
wing" is something to be hoped and 
tried for but rarely realized. As for 
shooting the birds in the head or 
neck, that is a piece of luck similar to 
setting out to bust a Las Vegas rou­
lette table with a b eginning stake of 
$5. 

There are three main branches of 
the North American turkey family: 
the Eastern strain , which averages 
largest, up to nearly 30 pounds in 
good habitat; the mountain-loving 
Merriam strain which is big at 20 
pounds ; and the river-bottom Rio 
Grande type, the smallest and most 
elusive of the clan, which very rarely 
gets up to 15 pounds in live weight. 
It was the Merriam strain which we 
hunted and few of them were up to 
the maximum weight cited. Their size, 
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along with their native elusiveness, 
made for just about as fancy hunting 
as any whitetail buck provides. 

Before the next season rolled 
around I'd done more testing of re­
duced rifle loads than I'd done before 
in any five years. Since full-jacketed 
bulle ts were legally verboten, and 
wei-e available in few deer calibers 
and in no varmint types, I had my 
work cut out for me. But it ·was a 
chore I enjoyed and it has paid great 
dividends since. 

The .222 is my favorite for lesser 
varmints, which gave me a grand 
chance to test my reduced turkey 
loads on prairie dogs, jackrabbits and 
woodchucks. My test rifle was a very 
accurate Sako, fitted with a Bushnell 
four-power scope on high Sako 
mounts. This featherweight outfit had 
proved itself on deer and antelope 
with full - velocity commercial and 
handloads. But it certainly needed 
some reduction of its sting to make it 
an equally neat killer on turkeys. 

I tried some hand-made full-j ack­
eted bullets on varmints, solely to 
study their meat-damaging results. 
But, when loaded to the normal 3,200 
foot-seconds in 50-grain weight, or 
3,000 for 55-grain bullets, they were 
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still too destructive for turkey use. 
They performed admirably on shots 
through the rib cages of jacks and 
chucks. But when the h eavy-meat 
portions were hit such velocities did 
nearly as much damage as soft-points. 

The next step was to make up some 
heavy-jacketed bullets with only a 
pinpoint of core exposed. I had noted 
that the typical thin jackets, so fa­
vored by many varmint hunters, had 
occasionally blown up when they hit 
jacks on full-length body shots. Even 
the full-jacketed experimental bulle ts 
did this. But when I used thick jack­
ets those tougher bullets showed some 
lessening of meat damage, even when 
they were soft-pointed. 

From reading about much earlier 
turkey hunting in the Southwest, 
where rifles were, and are, almost in­
variably used, I knew that the prac­
tically obsolete .25-20 and .32-20 had 
been heavily favored. Loaded with 
86 and 100-grain bullets, respectively, 
they reached such meager muzzle ve­
locities as 1,460 and 1,290 foot- sec­
onds. That's not much smack on target 
compared to modern varmint car­
tridges but both calibers had devotees 
who would use nothing else on tur­
keys. 

The main difference between these 
two oldtimers and modern-day .22 
Long Rifle loads is bullet weight. The 
.22 magnum is a fine turkey killer 
where it is legal. So I reasoned that 
if I could get my .222 handloads 
slowed down to the 1,700 to 2,000 foot­
second level I 'd have a very deadly 
turkey load, yet one which wasn't 
overly meat destructive . At that ve­
locity range I'd have to resign myself 
to the loss of most of the flat-trajec­
tory features of the .222. But at those 
speeds the average soft-nosed var­
mint-type bullets ought to hold to­
gether very nicely to produce on-the­
spot kills. 

The problem of wind- drift, often a 
significant factor at top velocities, 
actually solved itself. At the veloc­
ities I envis ioned, the .222 bulle ts 
would drift midway between the .22 
long rifle and the .22 magnum rim­
fires . In the shelter of hilly country 
on birds of turkey size that wou ld be 
insignificant since the 1,700-to-2,000 
foot-second bullets would then be 
exceeding only the first sonic barrier 
-the velocity of sound in air, which 
is approximately 1,180 feet-per- sec­
ond at sea level at 70 degrees Fahren-

(Continued on page 67) 
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OUR MAN IN 

W A~llN~TllN 
By CARL WOLFF 

DODD TO HOLD MORE ANTI-GUN HEARINGS 

This spring, Senator Thomas J. Dodd 
(D. -Conn.), announced he will investi­
gate what he called "the firearms 
lobby's influence in killing the pub­
lic information film that would ex­
plain to sportsmen the operation of 
the Gun Control Act of 1968." 

This film was originally exposed in 
our GUNS Magazine column. It was 
pointed out that the film, paid for by 
the taxpayers, was full of sex and vio­
lence but offered little information 
about the Gun Control Act. 

The man who was responsible for the 
removal of the film was Congressman 
John Dingell (D.-Mich.). It will be 
interesting to know how Mr. Dodd will 
get around investigating a fellow mem­
ber of Congress from the other side of 
the legislative body. Each body has 
the obligation and responsibility of 
keeping their own houses in order. 

Two days after Dodd made this an­
nouncement the Senate authorized the 
Delinquency Subcommittee $257,500 to 
carry on its work for another year. 
During the last session the subcommi t­
tee had $250,000, of which approxi­
mately $246,441 was spent. However, 
Senator John Williams (D. -N. J.) ob­
jected to the authorization on the 
grounds the subcommittee had not "ac­
complished very much, based on what is 
happening in the country. n 

"Is it not about time we get legisla­
tion instead of continued grandstand 
hearings and a television show?" asked 
Senator Williams. Another senator ob­
jecting to the authorization was Har­
old Hughes (D.-Iowa). He, like Mr. 

Williams, asserted the Dodd Subcom­
mittee was already investigating areas 
outside its jurisdict~on. 

The Delinquency Subcommittee, it was 
disclosed, has plans to investigate 
drug abuse by members of the Armed 
Forces. Senator Hughes pointed out that 
it could not prescribe laws that affect 
the military. 

Next to jump on the Dodd author­
ization was Senator Allen Ellender 
(D.-La.). "The amount asked for is 
$257,000," he said. "This is how the 
subcommittee is perpetuating itself. 
It is just adding more and more work 
for itself within this field." 

Those of the press can recall this 
is how the Dodd subcommittee got into 
the anti-gun legislation field some 
nine years ago. So-called "Saturday 
Night Specials," or cheap handguns 
were being sold to juveniles. Respon­
sible for firearms legislation in the 
Senate at that time was the Commerce 
Commit tee. Senator Dodd got the Chair­
man of that Commit tee, Warren Magnuson 
(D.-Wash.) to refer the legislation to 
him. This is how the 1968 Gun Control 
Act was forced through Congress. 

Members of the shooting fraternity 
distrust Mr. Dodd. They feel that leg­
islation originally supported by 
sportsmen organizations and introduced 
in Congress by Senator Dodd was aban­
doned by the Senator in favor of more 
burdensome measures, and so they had 
a double-cross pulled by the Senator 
from Connecticut. What assurance do 
they have that another double- ~ 
cross will not be pulled? &.m 
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ASSAULT RIFLES 

( Continned jro 111 page 35) 

. During the ea rly 1950's in the U . S., 
Eugene S toner, working with Ar ma ­
li te Corp., developed a new pistonless 
gas system which feeds gas directly 
in to th e bol t mechan ism . One part of 
th e bolt functi ons as a cylinder , the 
other as a p iston a nd eliminates the 
conventional gas system while reta in­
ing its adva n tages. Th e res ul ting rifle 
was the AR-IO, introduced at abou t 
the time of the M14 and F AL. It was 
n ot adopted by any Nation, though 
much ligh ter than con temporary arms 
and featuring non- corrosive m etals 
and inert plastics w ith th eir obvious 
advan tages . 

S toner spun off the AR-10 w ith a 
r educed - scale version of the sam e 
m echanism, cham ber ed for a variation 
of the .22 R emington car tridge. The 
smalle r cartridge m ade for a smaller 
and lighter weapon, well under six 
pounds, empty, withou t combat acces ­
sories-four pounds ligh ter tha n som e 
contemporar y full-power and inter­
mediate - ca rtr idge arms. Stoner's 
r easoning was sirnple-.22 caliber bul­
lets could appr oach th e lar ger calibers 
in le tha li ty by being dr iven a t veloci ­
ties in the 32-3300 fp s range, even 
though they did not possess nearly as 
much kin e ti c energy . This approach 
was subj ect to much, much contro ­
ve rsy, but was eventually vindicated 

in Vietnam ese combat. The r educed­
scale AR-IO was designated AR-15 by 
Armali te a nd first tested by the U.S. 
mili tary establishment in the late 
1950's, and finally purchased in quan­
tity as the M16 in the mid-1960's. 
Since that time, the gun's reception 
has been quite good, aside fr om the 
usual de - bugging tha t occurs w ith 
any new weapon. 

The success of the M16 has been 
suffici en t to produce several fo llow - on 
designs embodying the same cartr idge 
and gener al characteristics. Among 
them are .223 caliber SIG, F AL, and 
CETME reduced - scale versions of 
7.62mrn guns, as well as a new inde­
penden t design b y Armali te and a 
la ter design by S toner by way of 
Cadillac Gage Company . 

A t this time, the even tual fate of 
th e M16 and similar wea pons cannot 
be predicted . Nevertheless, the gun 
and ca r t r idge do represen t the high ­
est development of a new ty pe wh ich 
was conceived wi th th e bir th of the 
machine gun , and born w ith the ac­
ceptance of the automa tic rifle. And, 
it has come fully of age, now should ­
ering the fi ghting man's burden in 
battles around the Globe. Any thing 
that replaces our moder n Assa ult 
R ifl e mus t be very 
good, indeed . 

FLINTLOCK PISTOLS 
by F. Wilkinson 

The Secr eta r y of the Br itish Arms and 
Ar mour Society- with commissioned 
photos from the U.S., E ngland, France, 
Germany, Italy, Scotla nd, Spain-descri be 
the chano·es in styles and decora tions over 
the three centur ies of the flintlock's use 
by soldier s, pioneers, householders, and 
highwaymen the world over . Includes 
single, double, t r iple barrels; spring 
bayonets . . . diagrnms of lock mechani sms 
and other details. 

----- - ----------------------~ Boo k Depa rtm en t, G ~ · Magaz in e 
8 l 5 0 1' . Centr a l Park Ave. 

$4.95 

S koki e, I ll . 60076 '••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Send my covy of 'F'L l~TLOCK P IS T O L S righl awciy . GB-6 
C heck or m oney ord er e n closed for $4 .95 
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24 P DR A u th e nti c Y O R K T OWN CANNO N . O u r fin est 
m ode l , produc ')d in o~ir o wn s h o 1>! 1 01/ 2 " h a nd cas t 
so l i d B ro n z e B a r r e l. A s h h a rd wood c h a s sis. a ll Brass 
fittings, handmade B eechwood S pok e Whee ls w / b rass 
rims . I nc l : Ra lllmc r, S ponge, 1 4 Stee l Ca nno n Ba ll s 
& stand . e n g r aved Brass n amep l a t e & 16" A s h base­
b oa r d . C om pl e t e K i t 5 4 9 .50 PP D . o r beau t i f u ll y 
fi ni s h e d Pres e nta ti on M od :J I 5 75 00 Ca l i f. Res. a d d 
5 0; 0 S T . O th e r K i t s from $ 5 . 5 0 . Ill us tra t ed c a t a log 
.2 Sc 

Military Miniature Reproductions 
Box N-1143 Hollywood, Calif. 90028 

An ideal hol ster that combines 
protecti on with Quick draw ac· 
t ion. Cu stori f it for al l revolvers 
with barrels of 4" or longer. 

At 
Dea le rs 

or by 
Mail 

No . 100- $12.45 as Il lus!. 

Non-Toxic SURFACE HARDENER 
for guns. tools and parts 
KASENIT COMPOUNDS 
Safe. la st and easy to 1so 
Kase nl t Compound penet rat es 
deep to ell mln ato soft spots 
and warping. Kasen lt Is abso­
lutely SAFE-non-tox ic, no n­
explosl•e. At your local Indu strial 
dlstrlbltor or wri te us for free 
Booklet R. 

KASENIT COMPANY. 52 King st .. Mahwah, N. J. 
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PULL! 

LEAGUE SHOOTING OFFERS 
clay target clubs their one great­

est potential for increased activity, 
exposure, and revenue. This is not to 
say that there are not already existing 
hrge numbers of thriving shooting 
leagues, many of which have been in 
operation for a number of years. It is 
tl'Ue that almost every existing trap 
and skeet club on this continent could 
provide facilities for league shooting, 
a nd it is equally true that only a small 
percentage of clubs do include league 
shooting in their programs. 

Trap and skeet clubs do not sell 
trap and skeet shooting to their mem­
bers and I or guests. 

Trap and skeet clubs sell fun , rec­
reation, and an opportunity for per­
sonal fulfillment, recognition, and 
competition to their members and 
guests. As merchants and / or purve­
yors of the foregoing, trap and skeet 
clubs are in direct competition with 
all other recreation activities. What 
disturbs me is that far too many trap 
and skeet clubs are open only one or 
two days of the week. That is to say 
that they are fulfilling the purpose for 
which they exist as little as one sev­
enth of the time. 

During a decade in which there is 
intense demand for space, time, and 
recreation, an organization that is op­
erating at one seventh of it's capacity 
surely has to be operating at a distinct 
disadvantage. One of the most attrac­
tive aspects for league shooting to a 
gun club is that the league need not 
take away any of the member's recre­
ation time. If the club offers open 
shooting on week-ends, league shoot­
ing can fill as many nights of the 
week as the area has potential for 
leagues. 

Your gun club is not lighted for 
night shooting? The answer to that 
objection is simple. The additional 
targets thrown for league shooting 
would easily and quickly pay for in­
stallation of lights, which also become 
an added shooting bonus for existing 
members. 

Who are prospects for forming 
shooting leagues? Just about any 
group of people are prospects for a 
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shooting league. If your club is lo­
cated near an industrial area, the 
answer is obvious. Highly successful 
industrial shooting leagues have been 
around for almost as long as the clay 
target sports. In non-industrial areas, 
or near smalle r towns and cities, 
leagues can be made up of retail 
stores, civic clubs, church groups, 
professional people (i.e.-doctors, law­
yers, dentists, etc.) lodge groups. 
schools, law enforcement agencies, 
etc. 

My own retail sporting goods store 
experience proved to me that in any 
community, there are people who 
would like to crack a few clay targets, 
but are reluctant to invade the lair of 
the polished shooter. League shooting 
offers these people a chance to enjoy 
the games in the company and pres­
ence of their peers, none of whom 
knew any more in the beginning than 
they do. 

There is another plus fa.ctor in the 
increase of shooting leagues that 
ought not be overlooked. The battle 
for sensible gun control legislation in 
this country will finally be won by th e 
group with the greatest appeal to the 
presently non-committed citizen. The 
present anti-gun forces are not likely 
to change their stripes, and the pro­
gun contingent can be expected to re ­
main pro gun. If existing gun clubs 
can attract additional thousands or 
hundreds of thousands to the shooting 
sports via the medium of shooting 
leagues, more numbers can be sub­
tracted from the neutral or non-com­
mitted, and added to the pro-gun side. 

So, if your gun club does not now 
offer league shooting, why doesn' t it? 
It could be that all that is lacking is 
for a member to propose league 
shooting at a meeting of the club. 

• • • 
1970 offers the shooting buff a very 

rare opportunity to combine a spec­
tacular vacation with seeing the 
world's finest shooters perform, in the 
40th World Shooting Championships 
at Phoenix, Arizona October 12 
through October 26. Or, if the October 
dates won't fit your vacation schedule, 
only a slightly less spectacular shoot-

ing event will be the NRA Interna ­
tional Championships on the same 
ranges July 13-26. 

Some of the most spectacularly 
beautiful and unusual scenic areas of 
the wodd are within a few hours 
driving time of Phoenix . The Grand 
Canyon is about 250 miles north of 
Phoenix. The Painted Desert, a tre­
m endous area of magnificent colored 
and unusual rock formations , is also 
about 250 miles from Phoenix. In the 
same general area is the P etrified 
Forest National Park, featuring pre­
histol"ic trees, some of them as long a 
250 feet, turned into many colored 
s tone. 

Farther to the northeast is Canyon 
d e Chelly National Monument. with 
deep gorges and sheer canyon walls a 
high as 1,000 feet. In another direc­
tion, 250 miles southeast of Phoenix i · 
the Chiricahua National Monument, a 
region of unusual and beautiful rock 
formations produced by ages of ero­
sion, and sometimes called "A Won­
de rland of Rocks". Meteor Crater, 
s howing the effect on the ground 
when a huge meteor struck long years 
ago, is a little over 200 miles from 
Phoenix. Oak Creek Canyon is about 
100 miles from Phoenix. Many people 
think it rivals the Grand Canyon for 
beauty (including my wife and me ) 
with its many flame-colored cliffs and 
buttes. The Sunset Crater National 
Monument, a gorgeously colored vol­
canic eruption dating back 1100 years 
is a little over 150 miles from Phoe­
nix. If you need dams and lakes to 
make your vacation complete, Glen 
Canyon Dam, largest of all man-made 
lakes. is 290 miles north of Phoenix . 
Hooever Dam, 270 miles northwest of 
Phoenix, dams the mighty Colorado 
river and forms the great Lake 
Meade. 

With these distances in mind , you 
can alternate b et ween watching 
shooting events which interest you. 
and on the same vacation period see 
some of the most gorgeous and spec­
tacular s c en er y anywhere in the 
world (and out of this world). 

On the technical side for the 
shooter , several new shooting events 
will be conducted at the 40th World 
Shooting Championships. None of the 
new events fall into the realm of clay 
target shooting which is the province 
of this column, so I will mention them 
only briefly for your possible inte res t. 

The Running Game Events will in­
clude the Individual World Cham­
pionship over the 60-shot course, of 
30 shots normal run and 30 shots fast 
run. Previously, this event consisted 
of only 20 normal and 20 fast runs. 
The Running Boar Event with mixed 
timing runs will be fired here for the 
first time at a World Championship. 
This consists of 40 shots, 20 normal, 
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and 20 fast runs, planned for 10-shot 
series, with an eq ual number of nor­
mal and fast runs in a distribution 
unknown to the shooter. This is an 
optional team event. 

The Standard Pistol Match was ap­
proved in principle at Weisbaden and 
in detail at Bologna. This event is a 25 
meter event with .22 caliber pistol. 
The Air Pistol Match allows any kind 
of a ir or C02 pistol of .177 caliber. 
Pistol must not weigh over 3.3 
pounds, and trigger pull must be at 
least 1.1 pound , and a set trigger is 
not a llowed. Match consists of 40 shots 
in 90 minutes. 

Naturally, the matches will include 
both international trap and skeet. All 
clay target events will be fired at the 
Phoenix Trap and Skeet Club, now 
managed by Cliff Doughman, who 
needs no in troduction to many of our 
readers. All clay targets in the games 
will be a brilliant "hunter orange" 
which in itself might provide some ­
thing shooters will like to see. 

The Phono-pull release which was 
not delivered in time for the 1969 
warm-up games in Phoenix is in place 
and will be used . This could be worth 
a trip to see in action. Water cooling 
devices are being installed at each of 
the four clay pigeon ranges. These 
will be put in a convenient location so 
that shooters who desire to cool their 
shotgun barrels may do so as they 
move from one end of the firing line 
to the other. As I mentioned in an 
earlier column, some American shoot­
ers still find it too much for them to 
hose down a beautiful gun with water 
so that the barrels can be kept cool. 

Why not come and see for yourself? 
You will never forget the experience, 
and may never get another opportu­
nity to see a World Shooting Cham­
pionship in the United States. 

Inciden tally, the weather during 
October in Phoenix is beautiful. July 
in Phoenix is warm, in fact, it's down­
righ t hot, so you might want 
to k eep this in mind. 

HANDLOADING BENCH 
(Continued f rorn page 12) 

base bullets will then seat easily. It no 
longer becomes necessary to carefully 
balance bullets on the case mouth on 
the way in to the seating die ; the bul­
let base will enter the case perhaps 
·1{; 1" to %/' and stay in place of its own 
accord. It's a big help, except with 
boat- tails which enter free ly. 

• • • 
Incidentally , if yo u're looking for a 

cheap, large capacity pot in which to 
melt and blend bullet metal, check 
your local scrapya rds. Cast iron pipe 
caps in large sizes can often be had 
reaso nably. They come in all sizes and 
an 8" cap will hold nea rly 50 pounds 
of lead. It will work fine over a 
plumber's gas furnace or the large t 
burner of a gas kitchen range, though 
it does take awhile to get warmed up. 

When salvaging scrap lead, e pe­
cially wheel weights, make a rough 
basket of stainl ess steel mesh to fit in­
s ide the pot. Rig some means of k eep­
ing it down on the bottom of the pot 
or it will float to the top. Then, when 
the lead is fluid , lift out the basket 
and with it will come all rocks, steel 
clips, bullet jackets, and other un­
wanted scrap. This saves much time 
ordinarily spent in skimming and 
plucking out junk. For casting excess 
lead into ingots, gouge or saw V -
grooves in an oak 24X. Pour in the 
lead, then chop into convenient 
lengths when cool. 

The bit above about the slug loads 
reminds me of a tremendous hassle I 
see every year just before the hunting 
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seasons. It's often brought to my at­
tention more or less forcibly by peo­
p le phoning me to plead for help in 
finding items of outdoor gea r. By 
waiting until the last minute, they 
find various suppliers short in differ­
ent sizes or makes and otherwise un­
able to deliver soon enough. So .don't 
get the idea that right now is too 
early to check your gear and make a 
list of what you'll n eed next season. 

One of the best sources of hunting 
and camping and cold weather cloth­
ing (summer gear, too, of course) in 
our neck of the woods is Hinman 
Outfitters, 1217 W. Glen , Peoria, Illi­
nois, 61614. The owner, Bob Hinman 
happens to be a good friend of mine, 
and the outfit is located n ext door to 
my own office. Consequentl y, I can 
truthfully say I kno w both products 
and service rather well. Bob handles 
everything from Sid Bell's Sterling 
Silver game jewelry up through pack 
frames, tentage, boots, knives, cloth­
ing, and you name it. Outfitters' well 
illustrated catalog is to be had for the 
asking. It lists many items Bob has 
personally selected to m eet the field 
needs h e knows so well. It contains 
not only products, but articles by such 
notables as Warren Page and John 
Jobson on selecting the gear best 
suited to your needs. 

Now's the time to start thinking; 
w hy not order a copy of Hinman Out­
fitters catalog and get on the stick to 
eliminate those last-minute ~ 
shortages and rushes. ~ 

S 9 
Singl e Shot Rifles 
and Action s is o 7 5 veritabl e encyclope· 
dio fo r the co llec· 
to r , hi s torian , gun · 
smi th , admirer and 

s hooter of sing le shot rifles. This com · 
prehensive volume makes it eas y to 
identify oll s ingle shot rifle s ond oc · 
tion s . All mate r ia.I is p resen ted in on 
e nt ertaining manner, with no dul l 
" tex tboo k" style . W he th er your inter · 
est lies in t ech ni ca l aspects o r in 
awakening exc iting nostalgia, here is 
info rma t ion that would toke you yea rs 
of re sea rch in for . flung librar ie.!> and 
col lections to obtain , The 55 copiously 
illu st rated chapters in thi s big 352 page 
book will make you on expe rt in the 
field of s ingle sho t r ifles and ac tions . 
An appendix of barre l sha ft s pecif1co · 
tion s, a complete lis ting of books and 
art icles on single shot r ifles and a co m · 
prehensive subject index are included 
for your added co nv enience This 
brand -new volume is th e most comp le te 
eve r compiled . Make sure you get o 
copy for your per sona l libra ry. 

DON'T DELAY! ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 
Book Dept. / GUNS Magazine GD-6 
81 SO Central Park / Skokie, Ill . 60076 

Send copies of Single Shot Rifles. 
I have enclosed $ 7 .95 in full payment for 
e ach copy ordered. I understand you will pay 
all postage costs. 

Name 

City - --------------

State --------- Zip --- -
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WHALING GUNS 
(Cont.inned from page 39) 

considerably more than we had paid 
for them in New Bedford. 

"The tonite bombs for the darting 
guns were made differently than were 
the shoulder gun bombs. The tonite 
bombs were in one piece. We couldn't 
take them apart. The shoulder gun 
bombs could be taken apart. We 
would reload them with a new primer 
cap and powder in the early spring 
after the fall hunting so they would 
be more certain to fire when we went 
after the whales in the spring in the 
leads in the ice. We used an eight­
second fuse for the spring hunts when 
the ice was around. Every second 
would count. We wanted the bombs 
to explode as soon as possible so the 
whale wouldn't go under the ice. They 
would try to do so. 

"We'd get right up on the backs of 
the wbale with the canoe. We'd use 
the darting gun first to get the har­
poon and line into the whale, then 
follow up with the shoulder gun. 

"The darting gun would be on the 
starboard side. The weapon could b e 
quickly picked up, then as we'd put 
down the darting gun we'd pick up the 
shoulder gun from port side and fire 

it. The darting gun would be on port 
side and the shoulder gun on the star­
board if the gunner was left handed. 
Usually a darting gun shot was fol­
lowed up by a shoulder gun shot and 
these shots would 'turn them up' in 
about a 15-minute period. 

"There was lots of excitement dur­
ing the few seconds we were on top 
of the whale and firing the darting 
gun and shoulder gun. Sometimes the 
whale would, after being hit, head 
for the ice and bump into it and 
bounce back about 20 feet." 

T h es e writers can testify that, 
though there is less hunting these 
days, Mr. Morris' description of the 
excitement of "the old days" still fits . 

The weapons have constituted some 
of the most valued possessions of the 
Eskimos and have b een largely handed 
down from father to son as family 
heirlooms in much the same way as 
old muzzle-loading rifles were handed 
down in other American homes. 

Most of the muzzle-loaders have be­
come decorations for the mantel. but 
the Eskimos' shoulder and darting 
guns still bring home the meat. Just as 
collectors have induced other families 

·we have it ... order direct! 
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THE BIG ONE ... 
GRAND NATIONAL 

-.0-~ 

This big gun case- ~ -~ 
53" long 12V2 "wide 5V2 "deep -
holds tv-Jo shotguns.' scoped 1' - - - - - - - - - - - - \ 
rifles or any combination. I Enclosed is my check for S I 
It's all foam inside, to soak 1 (do not send cash) 1 up jolts, lock out dust and Please ship _ GRAND NATIONAL Gun/Tote® to: 

1 moisture. Styled like handsome : 1 luggage with heavy aluminum 
1 1 valance, rounded corners, Name 

tough scuff-resistant black I I 
Naugahyde® exterior. I Address I 

Satisfaction guaranteed ••• 
just $49.50. We pay the fre ight. 
Ohio residents add $1.98 sales tax. 

I I 
I City I 
I I 
I I 
\ State Zip I 
, __________________ ; 

RIFLEMAN'S SUPPLY SHOP • P. 0. Box 15038, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

in other states to part with the heir­
looms, so have they talked many Es­
kimos out of theirs. 

One well-known North Country 
weapons collector estimates that there 
are perhaps two dozen of the old 
shoulder guns and as many darting 
guns remaining in the whole of 
Alaska, an area more than one-fifth 
the size of the rest of the nation. 
These weapons are largely along the 
Arctic coast. One reason the old ones 
remain in fairly good shape is that 
they are made of a bronze composi­
tion that does not deteriorate in salt 
spray, although the inner workings 
of the simple lock mechanism fre ­
quently ar e "frozen" because they are 
iron. The authors' guns weigh approx­
imately 27 pounds. Even so, the "kick" 
from these shoulder guns is so lethal 
that most are fired from the hip posi­
tion which spins the shooter several 
points on the compass. 

Fortunately for the Eskimos, there 
is a source of supply for both the new 
weapons and their bombs. The sup­
plier is R. W. M eininger of Doyles­
town, Pennsylvania, who calls his 
business "Naval Company." 

Mr. Meininger has been making 
guns and projectiles since 1901 and 
finds the work in his small factory 
interesting, profitable and deeply 
satisfying, especially when he learns 
that the Eskimos of far away Alaska 
are celebrating a nalukatak or whale 
festival because they bagged some of 
the huge mammals with his weapons. 

The lucky gun nut who acquires 
one of the old shoulder guns or dart­
ing guns will have reason to hold a 
nalukatak of his own. The whaling 
guns are rare ones and, like many 
other weapons, repr esent an impor­
tant epoch in American history­
when the words "Thar She Blows" 
meant real adventure on ~ 
Arctic and other seas. ~ 
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BERETTA TARGET PISTOLS 

(Continued jrom page 21) 

the strength of large cra tes of Olym­
pic medals, we re exporting still larger 
crates of their Tula-built Margolin 
rapid- fi r e p istols. 

This was t he competition B eretta 
face d, and all things consider ed, the 
Model 80 looks very , very good in­
deed. The gun consists of two m ain 
units. The aluminum frame carries 
the grips, maga zine, trigger, sear, a nd 
hammer, ,,·h ile the u ppe r assembly 
mo un ts the barrel, weight tube, sights, 
and bolt in an integral unit. 

The upper housing-receiver we'll 
call it-is a massive steel s tructure, 
carrying the barrel midway between 
an enormous r ib and a tube into 
which lead weights may be inserted 
and secured by a set screw, thus ad­
justing the heft a nd balance to the 
tastes of the individual shooter. The 
r ea r of the r eceiver is drilled to form 
a tunnel within which the bolt travels. 

Using a bolt rather tha n the con ­
ventional slide has several advantag­
es. The tortuous and expensive ma­
chining and fitting of frame rails and 
slide tracks is obviated, r esulting in 
as good a gun a t a lower price. More­
over, the one -piece barrel receiver 
unit makes an ideal sight mount, 
without the jm:y -rigged look of a rib 
extens ion , or the worry of a shift in 
impact when removing and replacing 
a bridge type rear sight base. 

The drawback is that a bolt's us­
ually a bother to jack back. That was 
what always ruled out the Ruger MK 
I as a using pistol for me-the sharp­
ly machined cocking ears always felt 
as if they wanted to lacerate my fin ­
gers, a nd I don't put up with pain if 
it can be avoided. I avoided it with 
a Smith & Wesson M 41. No such 
annoyance with th e B er e tta . The 
cocking ea rs seem less abrasive than 
Ruger's, and the \Nell calculated bolt­
h amme r cams and r elatively ligh t 
springwork all make it a pleasure to 
operate. 

The exposed hammer is something I 
approve of, and serves as the ultimate 
cocking indi cato r. Unfortunately 
there's not enough spur to permit 
either safe or convenient thumb cock­
ing or uncocking, a nd th e combination 
of having it but not being able to use 
it is somewhat frust rating. 

The tang is unusually long, and 
completely eliminates hammer bite, 
while offering at the same time a bit 
of vertical support to the hand. Con­
trary to the current fad in the Sta tes, 
the grip angle is anything but .45- ish, 
and indeed is a considerable way 
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steeper than the Hammerli's handle. 
In order to get the Model 80's muzzle 
low enough to put the front sight in 
the notch, the tendons over the top of 
the wrist h ave to be stretched taut. 
Ber e tta has something here others 
h ave forgotten. 

I was hefting a brace of duelling 
pistols the other day when the truth 
dawned. No flash or frosting on these 
guns-they were the genuine article. 
The sights were rudimentary, but 
were doubtless all the Code Duello 
a 11 owed. T hey were unbelievably 
m uzzle- heavy, and m y firs t thought 
was "I'd drop shots down to about 
knee level with this thing." I low­
ered the old pistol then brought it up 
quickly on target. T he sights ca me up 
in perfect alignment, again, and again, 
and again. There wasn't the slightest 
correction to be made in the sight pic­
ture, not a fraction of a second wast­
ed. The incredibly heavy muzzle 
a utomatically stretched the wrist ten­
dons as far as they would go, and at 
that point the stock angle put the 
sights in perfect taw. T he efficiency 
of this century- old death dealer was 
a bit chilling. It was designed for a 
specific task, and performed it flaw ­
lessly. 

Beretta has hit on the same combi­
nation with the Model 80, · and it 
makes excellent logic. T he Rapid Fire 
match is essentially a duelling course. 
The gun is brought up to eye level 
from a 45 deg ree angle, and any time 
frittered finding the front sight helps 
you to the bottom of the score sheet. 

Trigger pull is also vitally impor­
tant, and on the Model 80 it's superb. 
The searage is as direct as is possible 
on a selfloading pistol. The trigger 
pivots when pressed, pulling the 
drawbar for ward. The drawbar en­
gages the sea r precisely on a level 
with the ha mmer notch and simply 
tips it forward out of the notch. The 
Europeans favor a mushy pull with 
perceptible trigger travel. This per­
m its incredibly light pulls with a gen­
erous sear- notch engagement for 
safety's sake and lets them feel the 
gun going off. If you accept this phi ­
losophy, the Beretta's tri gger is hard 
to fault. It's light, smooth, and a h ex 
screw in the front - strap, adjustable 
through the magazine well wh en the 
stocks are r emoved, serves as a trig ­
ger stop to eliminate backlash. 

Unlike its more expensive competi­
tors, the Model 80 features a non­
vented barrel, but depends on a large 
single-port muzzle brake and its a1n-

Ideal gift. Records kill fo r proud hu nter. 
Beautifull y e mbossed. 
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ple forw ard ta r e to k eep the snout 
down . I would guess that Bere tta fel t 
tha t for the price tag they had in 
mind, they couldn't abide the engi­
neering aggravation it takes to m ake 
.a vented barrel pistol fee d reliab ly , 
.and a r eputa tion for reliability was to 
:be d esired above all else. 

P erhaps they succeeded. The Model 
80, like the other rapid fire pistols 
I've sh ot, seem s to let the front sight 
rise in the notch for a bout half its 
h eight during r ecoil, and some shoot­
ers dote on its r eliability . One Italian 
competitive shooter I spoke to told 
me his Model 80 had eaten close onto 
50,000 rounds with no m alfunction of 
a ny sort. 

I can ' t personally believe a ny .22 
selfloader will go tha t fa r w ithout a 
s toppage, but it's on such testimonials 
tha t r eputa tions a r e built , and they 
.a re r ar ely entirely unjust. 

The particular Model 80 I shot 
jammed repeatedly with the lot of 
RWS a mmo being used. The ca rtridge 
s imply w asn ' t strong enough to func ­
tion th e gun. With Fiocchi, the only 
oth er brand at hand , the g un opera ted 
flawlessly, and was a joy to sh oot. 

At 25 meters (82 fee t) the Model 80 
would con tentedly grou p fi ve shots 
inside an inch from bench r es t as long 
.a.s th e shooter stayed cool. Typ ical 

groups were 5 in V's " and 4 in %" with 
one th rown an inch out. From off­
hand, r apid fire , I put fi ve shots into 
precisely 1", which m ay be par for the 
gun but for m e it's unfortunately 
much better than average . 

Were I a ra pid fi re shooter of cham­
pionship timber , perhaps I could pick 
fa ults with this gun. I'm not and I 
can't. It seem s to m e a first class 
target p istol, excellent in every r e­
spect, and my only gr ipe is tha t drift­
ing pins to strip the thing are a bit 
bother some. Convenience has its price 
though. The Model 80 r e tails for $146 
in Eur ope, and its Swiss and German­
built competition peer down from the 
rather rarified $200 s tra tum. If the 
ISU rapid - fi r e game ever ca tches on 
in the U .S., this is the gun I'll start 
with. 

MODEL 76 

H ii mmerli is the only European pis­
tol maker who ever went afte r the 
vast U.S. market w ith a first class 
auto- pis tol in .22 LR, but their Model 
208 was priced out of r each for all but 
the idle rich, and thus is rarely seen . 
The Interna tional Shooting Union , 
meeting in Bologn a in September 
1967, adopted what's known as the 
Standard P istol Ma tch . This w as a n 
entirely new course for the E uropean 

shooter , and for the first t ime he 
fo und a need for a .22 LR in his p istol 
box. 

B ere tta , with a two- continent mar ­
ke t s tanding in front of t hem, d ecided 
it was time to get deeper into t he 
ta rget pis tol business. Their Model 76 
was fi rs t sh own to E uropea n gunwrit­
er s in the summ er of '68. 

The 76 wasn ' t as a ll - out an effort 
as the 80 h ad been . Beretta wasn ' t 
inclined to tool u p for an en tirely n ew 
p is tol , so they chose their 7-0-series 
frame a nd action and did ever y thing 
they could to make it acceptable. 

The action is a good one; the t r ig­
ger pivots at the top an d attaches t o 
the drawbar , which operates on the 
left side of the frame, at th e bottom 
fo r maximum leverage. A sh oulder 
a top the trigger bar abuts a tooth on 
the sear beneath the sear axis pin . 
Pressing the trigger then pushes th e 
drawbar to the rear, pivoting the sear 
ou t of the hammer full - cock notch . 
This is a st raigh tforward and excel­
lent a r rangem ent, a nd permits as crisp 
a nd uncha nging a tri gger pull as is 
possible on a semi auto. 

The sample I fi r ed had l/s" of slack , 
then b roke cleanly an d crisply with 
sometimes an almost imperceptible 
creep. Ther e was a sligh t backl ash as 
well . I never obj ect to trigger slack , 
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and class the pull on this pistol as 
quite acceptable. If I bought it I 
wouldn't feel it needed cleaning up. 
But Beretta would be well advised to 
inspect carefully for creep and back­
lash, because a target pistol simply 
must have a fine trigger. Pull weight 
is factory set in a 38- 49 oz. range. 

The sight picture is excellent. The 
l/s" front post is standard, and proper­
ly fills the square rear notch for target 
shooting. Beretta thoughtfully in­
cludes alternate 11'io" and % 1" front 
posts in the package, but the gesture 
i lost since either of these would 
leave far too much light in the notch 
for target work. It's fine the way it 
comes. The rear unit is fully adjust­
able, although windage corrections 
are rather tiresome since two screvvs 
- one on either side-have to be 
manipulated. 

Unlike the h ammer on the Model 
80, that on the 76 is there to be used. 
It's a burr- type, borrowed from the 
pocket- 70's, but is well serrated, 
stands clear, and is safe and easy to 
operate with either hand. 

Prototype 76's carried the well­
known Beretta cross bolt safety, but 
production guns are being fitted with 
a newly designed safety which hence­
forth will be standard on all Beretta 
pistols. This is a thumblever, and in 
location, conception, and function it's 
nearly identical to that on the 1911 
.45. It blocks the sear, and is both 
positive and convenient. The Model 
76, like the Model 80, has a slide (or 
bolt) holdopen with an external re­
lease lever as all target guns should. 

The bar rel and frame engagem ent 
lugs are steel, semi-permanently 
mounted in a massive, slab sided, cast, 
non-ferrous housing which is both 
decorative and fu nctional. It's formed 
as a Aat, matted rib atop and extends 
backwards over the slide to mount the 
r ar sight. The mass and bulk of the 
barrel housing m akes the gun 
markedly muzzle heavy, a virtue ex­
pe rienced shooters w ill appreciate and 
inexperienced ones will profit from. 

The mounting lug on the underside 
of the barrel n ear the breech end 
measures one inch in length and is 
machined to form a rail on each side. 
The entire barrel- sleeve assembly is 
slid backwards onto the frame as the 
lug rails mate with grooves in the 
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solid portion of the frame ahead of the 
magazine well and over the trigger. 
The transverse shaft of the disassem­
bly lever permits joining or separating 
these parts when it's flat face is up­
ward. When the barrel assembly is 
in place on the frame, pivoting t he 
disassembly lever downwards rolls 
the cylindrical portion of the shaft up 
in front of a matching shoulder on the 
u nderside of the lug. thus denying the 
barrel assembly forward travel. The 
disassembly lever itself is blocked 
from tur ning by the lower edge of the 
slide, save when the slide is h eld 
partway back to align a cutout with 
the lever for deliberate disassembly. 

The disassembly lever shaft, when 
engaged doesn't actively tension the 
barrel lug. Thus the rigidity of the 
barrel-frame union is entirely de­
pendent on the precision with which 
the lug rails and receiver grooves are 
machined. They are precise, down 
almost to zero tolerances. I've seen 
many 70- series pistols which required 
considerable stimulation with a mallet 
against the rear of the slide to per­
suade the barrel to come free. The 
question is to what extent the wear of 
repeated disassembly and reassembly 
w ill loosen this initially chummy con­
nection, and what effect such loosen­
ing, i£ it takes place, will have on ac­
curacy. 

As for how accuracy is for starters, 
it's passing good. I didn't have time 
to fire the M76 nearly as much as I 
would have liked to. T his particular 
pistol, in m y hands, with Winchester 
MK III (the only ammo tried) wanted 
to group in just a shade over an inch 
at 25 meters. Typical 5- shot groups 
were 5 in H'iG" and 4 in 1" w ith a 
called flier. Two other groups had 4 
in 11/4'' wjth three touching and the 
fifth thrown-probably my fault . All 
this from the bench. 

For offhand shooting, the pistol's 
prime purpose, the grips w ill be a 
limiting factor. The issue handles are 
molded black plastic, and like most 
ambidextrous stocks are sadly in­
adequate in either hand. The reach 
is shortish, and a palm swell is d es­
perately needed. T he choice at pres­
ent is between gambling a few dollars 
on Beretta's optional equipment 
woods, or junking the plastics and 
going for custom grips. Considering 
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the price of the gun, I'd rule out the 
latter and either chance Beretta's 
walnuts or wait for a U .S. gripmaker 
to come through w ith semi-produc­
tion stocks for this p istol , and then 
fling plastic wood on either wherever 
they felt lacking. 

The 76 gave no malfunctions of any 
sort during my stint with it. Two 
French gunwriters who tested the 
pistol fairly extensively on different 
occasions both told me they'd had no 
functiona l problems whatever. Looks 
like she'll feed and eject with the best 
of them. 

Beretta's 76 doesn't aspire to com­
pete with top-of- the-line target guns. 

On the other hand , with decent stocks, 
it has the heft, balan ce, sights, and 
trigger to turn in excellent scores. An 
aspiring pistoleer ·who wasn 't quite 
sure if target shooting was his t hing 
could start with the M 76 without 
having either invested a frightening 
sum or burdened himself w ith second 
rate equipment. If the game grabbed 
him he could shoot up an awful heap 
of cartridges before feeling the n eed 
for a better gun . 

Beretta is definitely and at last in 
the target pistol bu iness with a pai1-
0£ guns which fill the distinct n eed for 
firs t-class equipmen t at a ~ 
moderate-to-low price. l.m 

HAWKEN , PART II 
(Conlinu.ed from page 24) 

the H awk en guns, also making both 
double barrel shotgun and shotgun­
rifle combination guns. The double 
barrel guns marked J. P. Gemmer are 
fairly common, however not too many 
are found at existing gun shows. 

At the outbreak of the Civil War, 
Gemmer ofier ed his services to the 
governm ent. H e was granted the rank 
of Corporal, and served as a gunsmith 
in the Government arsenal in St. 
Louis. At the close of the Civil War , 
Gemmer was well aware of the per­
sistent competit ion of the breech 
loader from the start. His skillful 
sporterizing of the Spencer carbine is 
an indication that he was conscious of 
the n eed to k eep pace with the incl us­
try. The "Hawken" rifle was s till in 
demand for western adventurers, b u t 
the m arket slowly gave way to the 
better breech loaders. Gemmer's abil­
ity as a gunsmith cannot be doubted. 
By using the Spencer action and tub­
ular magazine fea ture, he built rifl es 
on the H awken lines, but with the 
Spencer 's firepower . There can b 
little question that Gemmer h ad much 
access to government machine tools 
wh ile serving as gunsmith during the 
war years. One such rifl e has appeared 
in a collection in Arizona, a Spencer­
Hawken, stamped on the top barrel 
flat, "J. P. Hawken, St. Louis." It is 
interestin g to note that until such a 
time as the breech -loaders could equal 
the ballistic performance of the Haw­
ken , they could not completely r eplace 
it. 

At the Missouri Historical Museum, 
in St. Louis, a number of arms are 
displayed showing examples of Gem­
mer's skill. The collection shows one 
very interesting "Hawkenizecl" treat­
ment, originally, a trap- door Spring­
fi eld rifle, that was completely rebuilt, 
except for lock and breech. In place 

of the original h ammer, a Hawken 
hammer was fitted - modified at the 
nose in order to strike a fir ing pin 
rather than a percussion cap. Cham­
bered for the .45- 70 Government car­
tridge, the b reech remains the sam e, 
but the barrel is octagonal and is fit­
ted with an under -rib and guides for 
a cleaning rod. The conventional 
H awken h alf- stock pattern is obvious, 
with double set tri ggers and scroll 
guard of iron. It seems apparent that 
Gemmer's breech loading adaptation 
to th e H awken style is an indication 
of his loyalty to the traditional H aw­
k en rifle r eputation. 

Other items on display in the Mis­
souri Historical Museum are r ifl es tha t 
appear to be the regular Hawken 
"Mountain Rifle." A closer look will 
show th e r ifles wer e made into breech 
loading cartridge gu ns ch am berecl for 
the rim-fire, bottle -n eck ed .46 caliber 
Spencer cartridge. Both rifles are 
marked on the top barrel flat, "J . P. 
Gemmer St. Louis P at. applied for". 
These hand - made guns could not be 
sold a t a pr ofit in competition with 
machine- made guns, so production 
was soon dropped. Many shotguns 
marked "J. P. Gemmer , S t. Louis" a r e 
displayed , ome of which ·were made 
in England. 

The s uperb workmanship and care 
given to Gemmer's rifl e at this transi­
tion period could not successfully 
compete w ith mass produ ction guns. 
Working by hand and with antiquated 
tools, Gemmer was soon forced to bow 
to larger businesses. S till employing a 
handful of skilled artisans in wood 
working and m etal, G mmer main­
tained the business to ser ve the grow­
ing number of gun "cranks" who were 
testing and seeking to improve the 
cartridge guns of the period. Befor e 
Gemmer r etired and gave up the busi -
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ness, the shop was frequently v isited 
by old Sam H awken, spinn ing many 
tales of early St. Louis. Sam , still 
proud of his Rock y Mountain gun, 
even tried h is hand in m a king one last 
fi ne specimen of a H awken percussion 
r ifle. Today th is piece is displayed at 
the J effer son Memorial Muse um in S t. 
Louis. After r e tiring from his gu n 
b us iness a t nearly 70 years of age. 
Sam lived much of the time w ith his 
da ughter , Mrs. F r ed Colb urn, at his 
country home, 11 miles vvest of S t. 
Louis. H e lived to th e r ipe old age of 
92. On May 9, 1884 h e died at his hom e 
and was buried a t Bell efonta ine Cem ­
eter y in S t. L ou is. Thus closing the 
fi na l page of two outstanding gun­
sm iths in Amer ica 's his tory . 

Gemmer la ter r e - organized his bu­
siness to se l've his custome rs as a cus­
tom gunsm ith and supplier of ammuni ­
tion . Soon he ex panded th ese ser vices 
in to one of th e major wholesale houses 
in the spor ting goods line. 

While Gemmer b uil t r ifl es of his 
own design , differing from the H aw ­
ken style, he stamped these with his 
name, "J . P . Gemmer , S t. Louis." The 
r ifles he pr oduced in the Hawken tra ­
dition, were m arked, "S . Hawken." 
While s till carry ing on business a t 700 
Nor th 3rd Street, Gemmer enter ed r e -

tirem ent in 1915, fin ally closing the 
doors of one of the oldest firea rms 
businesses in the United Sta tes a t that 
time. It was not until October , 1919, 
tha t J ohn Philip Gemmer died in S t. 
Louis, and was buried close to an old 
fr iend , Sam H awken, a t Bellefo n taine 
Cemetery. 

H ardly much h as b een said of the 
sho tgun on the early frontie r , m ostly 
because of the lack of info rm ation . 
The Hawken shop did stock and sell 
sh otguns d uring and after the fu r 
trading period. All the S t. Lou is gu n­
rn akers, including H awk en, impor t ed 
barrels and locks from Engla nd fo r 
such guns that were m ade in this 
coun try . There are no shotguns k nown 
to have been marked "H awk en," 
probably because he did not wan t to 
stamp his nam e on a n y thin g h e 
cou ldn't guarantee. 

The Hawken r ifle was the m ost 
noted , most desirable fi rearm for 
nearly half a century p receeding the 
Civil War . Mountain m en, trappers, 
explor ers, and Indian fi ghters cla imed 
that the H awken was the best to be 
h ad . The m ajority of these "bucksk in ­
ners" would have no other r ifle if it 
was possible to get a "H awken ... 
the big S t. Loui' 
gun ." 

RIGHT AND JOY 

( Con tin ued from page 25) 

day, a man is skirting a dismal swamp, 
swea ting buckets and swatting fli es 
big as birds. H e cra dles a short , big­
mouthed carbine in his anns and h e 
has just abou t decided h e might as 
v.i ell go home when a boar as solid as 
a house comes cha rging out of a pa tch 
o( brush tha t a moment ago you 
would have worn could not hide a 
housecat. T he hunter fir es, works the 
bo lt, fir es again , a nd t he boar crum­
ples. The h un ter walks ov r , his rifle 
a t the r eady , and looks down at th ose 
murder ous tusks. H e shudders. 
.... . T he th ree barefoo ted young 

boys are in an orange grove w ith a 
. 22, at noon . Th ey shoot two pigeons, 
and clean them . Then one of them 
gathers wood and builds a fi re , the 
other goes to fe tch freshly baked 
bread and the th ird p icks ripe oranges. 
They roast the pigeons over the fi r e 
and ea t them, fi nish the h ot bread, eat 
the orange . I n their eagern ess, they 
have forgotten to bring sal t, but i t 
does not m atter. They grow u p, they 
travel, they ea t in the most fashion­
able and elegan t r estaurants in the 
world, bu t none of t hem will ever 
fo rge t that mea l in a shady grove , of 
ga me they hunted and cooked them-
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selves, of hot fresh h ome- bak ed bread, 
of oranges peeled w ith their hunting 
knives. 

. .... Two m en are sitting in a boat 
hidden in some r eeds. It is dawn. It 
is cold . It -is raining sta ir rods. O ne 
of the men, w ho is a doctor , is softly 
swea ring with a pure, clinical de ­
tachment, and a command of the lan ­
guage that h as his compa nion goggle ­
eyed with wonder. S uddenly , in the 

distance, a skein of geese comes into 
v iew, and suddenly ther e is n o cold , 
there is no rain, the dark is ligh t 
enough and the doctor is silent as the 
birds swoop in and the .guns come u p. 

The Holland - and- Hollands of this 
world , the Purdeys a nd the Bosses, a ll 
give a supreme sa tisfaction in han ­
dling tha t has to be experienced to be 
believed. Nonetheless, one does not 

NEW-BRIGHT™ 
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Si lver Service, C opp e r 1 Brass, or 
old coir;s instantl y, safely and easil y. ® 
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-
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ib/e magne t ic fi lm over • II 
metal parts which wi ll pro­
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NINE 
GREAT 
ONES 

Norma Powd ers are precision formu lated 
to deliver exceptional loa d-to -load uni· 
formi ty ... pl us consistent performance 
under all climatic conditions. 
Rifle Powders - Norma 200, 201, 203, 
204, and 205 . Exact burning and igniting 
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Shotgun Powders - Norma 2010 for trap 
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ing. No. 2020 for hunti ng and Magnum 
loads. 
Handgun Powders - Norma 1010 for .38 
Special and si milar cartridges. No. 1020 
for high velocity loads. 

Ask for Norma by na me and number 
at your favorite sport ing goods store. 

nor1n11-pre~1s;on 
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1604 Van Ness Ave. 

South Lansing, N. Y. 14882 
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have to write out a check like the na ­
tional debt to get a great d eal of en ­
joyment from guns. The ability of fin d 
pleasure in unexpected quarter s is in ­
deed one of the great r ewards of 
shooting. 

Among the guns I remember with 
a great deal of nostalgia have b een 
princes of the gunmaker 's art such as 
"best" English dou bles-shotgt.n and 
rifle-a D e luxe Winchester Model 70 
(made befor e it w as decided tha t ma­
chine-stamped checkering and free­
f!oating barrels would enhance its ap­
pearance and performance ) , and vari ­
ous Smith & W essons, both inher ited 
and acquired. And yet, one of my 
favorite guns was a littl e Mossber g .22 
carbine with a four-power scope. 
From rest this little 'toy ' could put 
slugs into the same hole at thirty-five 
yards until you got bored. Consider­
ing the limitations of scope, barrel 
length, high-speed ammunition, pro­
duction bedding , and the sloppy trig ­
ger pull, I think this a r em arkable 
achievem ent. No, the stock w as not 
walnut, nor was it h and-rubbed No 
the 'mechanicals ', as the E~glish 
would say, w er e not drop-forged ; as 
a matter of fact , I distinctly r em em­
ber an odor of plastic around the trig­
ger guard. No, it was not a candidate 
for any beauty prizes. All it did was 
shoot up a storm when y ou w anted it 
to ; but then the Mossbergs have al ­
ways ta ken pride in giv ing y ou the 
m ost for your money. 

Another gun that did yeoman serv ­
ice was a Mauser 7x57 of indetermin ­
a t e Anglo-German origin that spoke 
for a fair amount of w ild boar in its 
time. A birthday present from my 
brother, it had a 24-inch , semi - octa­
gonal barrel which, considering the 
otherwise lightweight construction, 
struck m e as a bit excessive. It could 
shoot, Lord could it shoot, open sights 
and all , but a certain m emorable d ay , 
wh en I had to go into h eavy brush to 
finish up a large and misanthropic 
boar that had been wounded by some­
one, cured m e of the id ea that the 
per fec t woods rifle h ad a 24 inch bar ­
r el and double set tri gger s. And yet 
I learned from it that an 'obsolete' 
ca rtridge like the 7x57, not loaded up 
to the speed of light but firin g a bul­
le t of proper construction and excel­
lent sectional density , would be more 
than enough to handle any but the 
most elephantine ga me at hunting 
r anges. 

T wenty years ago, when I started 
sca ttergunning, the guns y ou could 
get at a price the average (broke ) 
student could afford wer e r epeaters 
of one kind or another , and h aving 
no one to advise m e I bought an auto ­
matic that, including variable-choke 

d evice, w eigh ed a good 81/4 pounds. 
This for w alking u p on partridges ! 
Since I don 't weigh much m ore than 
that myself, I got the predictable r e­
sults with it. H owever my brother 
had a light sixteen over- and - under 
vvhich I borrowed wh en ever h e wasn't 
using it. Unfortunately , h e is as en ­
thusiastic a gun nut as I know. and 
we w ent shooti ng together, so there 
was not mu ch mileage to be got ou t of 
th a t , but it gave m e a taste for ligh t 
doubles that I h ave had ever since. 
So I am just, fo r my firs t gun in 
eleven years, buy ing a twenty over ­
and-under , bored m odifi ed and im­
proved , 26 inch barrels, straight 'Eng­
lish' stock, and double triggers, thank 
you very much. It is a plain gun , 
solid, but with a var nish ed stock a nd 
a tr igger pull tha t leaves som ething 
to be desired. The very enthusias t ic 
and helpful salesman* h as offer ed to 
put a d ecent fi ni sh on it fo r m e. bu t 
I want to do it myself, and polish up 
the trigger to the precision of pull tha t 
is an integral pa1t of th e joy of shoot­
ing. It will then no longer be a ma­
chine made by machines but a be­
loved pet a t least partl y made by m e 
to my r equiremen ts, a nd wh en it 
speaks, it w ill speak w ith m y voice. 

Ther e is a sk ee t ran ge on the ou t­
skirts of Rome and there, God willing 
and the weather good , I intend to get 
my eye, timing and follow- throu c>h 
into shape. When that time com:s 
it will be time en ough for me to thin!~ 
of or dering a B oss or Woodward . 

Who knows, one of th ese days I 
may once again walk u p thr ough the 
w et stubble with m y h eart pounding 
in anti cipa tion, the gu n held li ghtly in 
the h ands, sweeping the scene w ith 
my eyes a nd w aitin g for that never­
to-be-forgotten explosion of the bird 
rocketin g into the sky . 

Major Mayd on spoke for a ll of u s : 
"For the game itself, it is the best : 
there is no other. If you h ave tried 
it, you know . If you h aven 't , life is 
still young." 

*One of the rewnrd.s of shooting is being 
w elcomed in good gunshops nll ov er the 
world. In cinother cirticle I hnv e nien­
tioned a Genev n gtmshop . I lw.ve hcid 
similcir ex periences in V iennct in Rome 
in Wnshin gton, D.C., cmd in ' ~ 
London . ~ 
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16 GAUGE 
( Continued from page 27) 

There have been oth r sixteen 
gauge guns. My father was a con ­
firmed user of the Browning Sweet 
Sixteen, the automatic on the original 
Browning pattern and a most rugged 
and dependable shooting a rm . H e had 
a ,,·hole u cces ion of these selfloaders 
and thought so well of them that he 
persuad d various of his shooting 
croni es to buy that model. D espite his 
cordial regard for the Sweet Sixteen 
the truth is his favo ri te 16 was a fin e 
Ithaca double. This was a quality 
grade gun made especially for h im by 
Lou Smith. It had 30-inch barrel 
with raised vent r ib, the tubes bored 
full choke, w ith a Monte Carlo comb 
and ch eckpiece. a beavertail forend , 
selected walnut in s tock a nd forestock, 
single tr igge r , and a weight of 7 
pounds. This gun is now in the h ands 
of Elmer K ei th \\·ho says it w ill pat ­
tern 90 per cent. 

In writing about th e sixteen ga uge 
in his book, "Modern Shotguns a nd 
Loads' ', my father h as this to say: 
"One - and - one- eighth ounces of shot 
is a n ideal cha rge for all - around 
shooting. It wa ideal in t h e 12 and is 
just as good in the s ixteen. For duck 
shooting thi s load fa lls very few yards 
short of the twelve, with maximum 
loads a nd like degree of choke in both 
guns. This same sixteen bore will kill 
clucks uni formly at 50 ya rds and gen­
erally at 55 yards and it is at the same 
t ime, w ith an open barrel the very 
best uplands gun possible to procure. 
What the sixteen will not do on q ua il 
and snipe, loaded w ith F /s ounces of 
shot, is not to be don e. And at the 
same time th arm would be a pound 
lighter than a t\\·elve fo r the same 
cartridge energy. and far mo1·e h a ndy, 
with of cour e less weight of a mmuni­
tion to burden the coat pocket. For 
my own use, if I could o\\·n bu t one 
gun, that \\'Ould b a 16 bore, 6% 
pound weigh t, 30-inch barrels, one 
bored modified and the other fu ll 
choke, and th n I'd say, "Get thee 
behind me Satan for you cannot t mpt 
me a ny further". 

Virtually all our big companies 
manufactur the s ixteen. Wincheste r 
offers it in the Model 21, a cus tom­
turned job, and it is also to be h ad in 
the popular new Model 1400 auto­
load r , at a \\'e ight of 6% lb which 
i an excellent heft. Ther e is, as w 11, 
the Mod 1 1200 pump r epeater with 
even les weight, 61/ 2 pounds. Reming­
ton , likewi e, chambers the superb 
Model 1100 a utoloader in 16; and 
along with it the stur dy Model 870 
pump gun. The 1100 is easily the most 
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popular automatic on the m ark et. The 
Brown ing still provides the Sweet 
Sixteen in their old original ve rs ion ; 
and that other old timer , the Ithaca 
Model 37 pump r epeater, is still sold 
in 16 gauge. 

Ther e is a gaagle of sixteens from 
Savage-Stevens - Fox. Best of these is 
th e excell ent Fox double ban e!, a fine 
scattergun at a we ight of 6% pounds 
and a varie ty of borings in eith er 26" 
or 28-inch barrel lengths. This time­
tried side - by - side ha a counterpart, 
built a li t tle less fancy , a nd w ith the 
Stevens name. Ther e a re also pumps 
and single barrels, all in the 16 boring. 

The Mossberg Mod 1 500 pump 
chambers the 16 among the other 
ga uge ; and Sears and Wards, the big 
mail - order tycoons, ha ve guns in 
p ump-action , doubles, sing! -banel 
and even one autoloader for the car­
tr idge. Among the imported shotguns 
we find that the Charles Daly Co. im ­
ports a side- by - side from Italy, Rich­
land has another from Spain and so 
does Atlas. There are few over / un­
de rs. The only importer fetches in the 
Czec h- made Brno in the superposed 
model. There is a B eretta single -bar ­
rel, a Davidson double, and a F erlach 
double. 

It is obvious that there is consider­
a ble d emand for the s ixteen. An indi­
cation of this is the variety of loads 
which can be had in the aauae. lt used 
to be, a half- century ago, the 16 wa 
·tanclardized a t 21/2 drams of powder 
and l ounce of shot. This was pretty 
much a pipsqu eak and since then the 
load has b een li fted to 23,4 drams 
equivalent of powder and l1<c; oz of 
shot. This is an exceptionally good 
p erformer and is most e pecially ef­
fective on uplands game. 

The peewee 1- oz load is still made 
but it is best used by someon e who is 
particularly all e rgic to r ecoil. If the 
g unner is going to stick with this 
li gh tweigh t he'd be better off to switch 
to a 20 bore. I do most of my shooti ng 
with either the 2% dram or the 3 
dram load and , of cou rse, 11/s oz. of 
shot. This is th e standard 12 gauge 
target load and I find I can swap back 
a nd forth b etween the 12 and the 16 
and find that leads on game or clay 
targets is precisely the same. 

The story is told that when you 
hoot similar loads in the two guns­

the 16 with its .662" bore and the 12 
at .729"- that more pellets w ill be 
mutilated in the narrow r barrel . Af­
ter a good many thousand patterns 
fi r ed from both gauges over the years 

(Continiied on page 63) 
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ORDER BY MAIL 
Lead ing boot of the year . 
Tall-Pl ain tops and vam ps 
with cowboy hee l. All wi th 
12", 14" or 16" "V" tops. 
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WALLY TABOR SAFARI GUN CASE 
{ 

.. 
Desig ned f or th e spo rtsman to protect and 
transport your va luab le fir earm s! Lig htw eight, 
and durab le, th is case is des ign ed to ho ld two 
standard fir ecmn s, two rifl es w ith scopes, a rifl e 
and a shotgun , or any combina tion you des ire . 
The ma r- proof, g rained finish makes th e SAFA RI 
CASE a handsome trave l companion - NOW 
ONLY $54.95 - Al l orders accompanied by 
chec k sen t prepai d . Write for Free Brochu re . 
MONEY BACK IF NOT SA TI SF I ED. 

PROTECTO PLASTICS 
201 Alpha Roa d Wind Gap, Pa . 18091 

the instant bl uing in a jar. 
Wipes on to produce a deep 

$1.98 even chemical blu ing. Can be 
pp blended into orig ina I blu e. 

· Won't streak . soot or rub off. 

Jet-Aer Corp., Paterson, N.J. 07524 
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A NEW PISTOL is now being offered by 
Smith & Wesson. Coiled the Model 61 
Escort, this is the smollest outomotic pis­
tol ever made by S & W. It is in .22 Long 
Rifl e with a 5 round magazine capacity, 
has a 2 Ya" barrel, weighs 14 ounces and 

is available in either blue or nickel fin ­
ish . Sights are foxed , ramp front, square 
notch re ar and th e grips are of impacl 
res istant plastic . Suggested retail price 
for the blue finished model is $46 .50. 
Th e nicke l model is $55.50, from Smith 
& Wesson, Springfield, Mass. 01101 

HANG BILLY THE KID in your gun room, 
bar, den or office . Now a vailable are 
auth e ntic reproductions of le g e ndary 
Wante d Posters in handsom e stressed 
wood frames. Each poste r has bee n re­
searched and authenticated by the world 
famous Boot Hill Museum of Dodg e City. 

Each is printed on the finest parchment 
and mounte d in a l l" x 14" frame . 
Availabl e poste rs are Billy the Kid, Jesse 
James, Black Bart and The Dalton Gang . 
Onl y $7.95 e ach or two for $15.00 from 
Boot Hill Ente rpris es, Inc., P.O . Box 4, 
Evanston, Illinois 60204. 

NOW IN THE OFFING from Nelson Brand 
is the Cobra knife. Closed , it is a prac­
tical all-purpose knife with a four inch 
blade . Open, it is ready for anything 
with a flick of th e wrist extending the 
b lad e to a full 8 inches. Th e Cobra has 
a high carbon stee l b lade, tempe red and 
hon ed to a fine and un -yielding e dge. 
Blade locks in place at 4" and 8" posi­
tions ye t flicks easily from one position 
to the other. Flat, rugg e d and compact 
with handl e s of bon e and brass. Le ather 
sh e ath with metal tip included. Only 
$6.95 from Nelson Brand, P.O. Box 
l 023, Dept. G-6, Fort Lee, New Jersey 
07024. 
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A QUALITY PROTECTIVE gun case is the 
best thing for transporting your guns. 
The all new Wally Tab e r Safari Model 
from Protecto Plastics is d e sign ed to hold 
two standard for e arms, two rifles with 
scopes, or a rifle and a shotgun-or any 
combination you d es ire . Available in 
three colors, gray, tan and red . Meas­
ures l 2 Y2" x 52 Y2" x 3 Y2". Weight is 
12 pounds. For more information write 
Protecto Plastics, Inc., P.O . Box 68, 201 
Alpha Road, Wind Gap, Pa . 18091 

NUMRICH ARMS now offers a ventilated 
rib for do-it-yourselfers . Ribs are avail­
able in either 26" or 30" lengths. Both 
sizes have enough surplus stock so that 
th ey may be custom fitted to any barre l 
length within 3" to 3 Y2" of their length. 

i C ' 

Mad e of quality gun steel, s4pp lie d in 
a custom blue with a matted non-gla re 
top surface . Price of th e kit is $9.95 
from Numrich Arms Corp ., Broadway, 
West Hurley, New York 12491 

THIS NEW FLOOR lamp shows three of 
your favorite guns at their best. Thick 
felt pads protect the stocks and barrels . 
Brass overhead lamp with natural bur­
lap shade sw ivels to any position. The 
hand turned birch post hides the cord 

for the lamp. Available in honey tone 
maple, antique pine or walnut . Com­
pletely finished $31 .95, unfinished , 
$28.95 from Yield House, North Con­
way, New Hampshire 03860 

TO PROTECT THAT ve ry valuable sense 
of hearing, David Clark, Inc. has intro­
duced two new models of Straightaway 
Hearing Prote ctors. Model 30-A (i ighl 
headband pres sure) for light noises, and 
Model 35-A (heavier he adband pressure ) 
for heavy noise areas. Th e y are mad e 

of high impact plastic and are light­
we igh t, rugg ed and resist an t to heat and 
cold . Th ese can be worn ove r th e head , 
be hind the head o r under the chin . Fo r 
compl e te informati on contact David Clark 
Co., De pt. G-6, 360 Franklin St ., Worces­
ter, Mass. 

FOR HUNTING, target shooting, storage, 
the ne w Cre ed shell po uch should be a 
favorit e with an yone who uses a .22 . 

Th e pouch is well mode of sof t b la ck 
le ather, is lin e d, has a sturdy bel t loop 

and opens with a patented spring action 
cam. It measures 4" x 6" and ho!ds 250 
rounds of .22 shells. Ke e ps shells cl e an 
and lint free. For more information write 
Creed Enterprises, Arcadia, California . 
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GET INTO THE exciting world of treas­
ure hunting with the Conquistador min­
eral-metal locator . This unit features 
single-tuning and selector control, two 
s pecial multi-coil TR loops, long life 
jeweled bearing meter with colored face 
and many more outstanding features to 

make it one of the finest dectectors on 
the market. Find coins, old guns, an­
tiques and curios underground, hidden 
in the walls of your house, anywhere. 
Only $295.00 from The Association, P.O. 
Box 412, Oscoda, Mich. 487 50 

TASCO HAS announced the introduction 
of a complete line of high-powered tar­
get and varmint riflescopes that sell for 
considerably less than competitive mod­
els. Leader of the new line is the Model 
705 that features zoom powers from 6 

to l 8X. All lenses are fully coated . 
Mounts hav e click adjustments and recoil 
spring. Full details available from Tosco, 
1075 N.W. 7lst Street, Miami, Florida 
33138 

THE WINCHESTER "Marksman", new 
shooting glosse s create d for the sports­
man giv e greater v ision with a 12 Base 
lens. 

Mode of Lexon®, the new glosses are 
50 times stronger than required by Fed­
eral Specifications . Lens passes Connec­
ticut sunglass standard 40 - l 83 and util ­
izes the best yellow or gray coloring for 
sharper vision . Packed in an attractive 
individual box. Retail price-$3.00 Bach­
mann Bros ., Inc. , Philadelphia, Pa. 
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INSPECTING the condition of a rifle bar­
rel is just one of the many hobby, home 
and on-the-job applications for the new 
Speck-0-Lite. Fiberoptic light tube (about 
the thickness of a spaghetti strand ) can 
be inserted where a normal flashlight or 

penlight won't reach . Flexible 12" light 
tube may be tied in a knot without dam­
age; transmits illumination at full inten­
sity. Penlight, flberoptic light tube and 
batteries complete from Kurz-Kasch, Inc., 
1421 S. Broadway, Dayton, Ohio. All 
for $3.29. 

OUTDOOR "VACATION CAREER"-Free 
book reveals plan to prepare men ages 
17 up for Wildlife and Forestry dream 
job. Healthful, adventurous life as Govt. 

Hunter, Game Warden, Forester or with 
private game farms & hunt clubs . Write 
for free book. North American Conserva­
tion, Dept. GP6, University Plaza, Cam­
pus Drive, Newport, California 92660. 

BEST DEVICE YET for training bird dogs. 
Holds live birds unharmed, releases at 
any time . Opening vibration of wing 
clamps starts pigeon into flight. The 
ideal reliable method to train all types 
of bird dogs to locate, flush and retreive . 

Best used in pairs fifty yards apart. Full 
instruction s included but without model 
bird as pictured. Available at $10.75 
each, postpaid from Gander Mountain , 
Inc., Dept. G-6, Wilmot, Wis. 53192 (No 
C.O.D.'sl 

NEW FROM BROWNING is the BL-22 
lever action .22 caliber rifle. The new 
rifle weighs 5 pounds, has an overall 
length of 36 % inches with a 20 inch 
barrel. The main feature of this new 
gun is that the lever travels in a short 
arc of only 33 degrees, permitting the 
shooter to keep a grip on the stock while 

~· 
throwing the lever to full cock. The rear 
sight is a fully adjustable folding leaf; 
front is a raised bead . Ammunition is 
tube fed by a magazine under the bar­
rel, and the gun digests 15 Long Rifles, 
17 Longs or 22 Shorts. Available in two 
grades. Grade 1-$67.50, Grade 11 -$ 84 .50 
from your Browning dealer. 

CHARLES DALY has announced th e avail­
ability of a new riflescope line called 
" Grand Slam." Three different reticles 
are available . These scopes are con­
structed of one sturdy piece instead of 
three . Special rubber 0 -rings at all 
critical points make the Grand Slam 
absolutely impervious to water and mois­
ture . Every scope is filled with nitrogen 

gas then sealed by fusion. The result is 
a crystal clear fog-free image, regard­
less of temperature fluctuation . Avail­
able in most popular powers . For more 
information write Charles Daly, Inc. , 246 
S. Robertson Blvd ., Beverly Hills, Cali­
fornia 90211 
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Classified ads 20c per word insertion including name and address. 
Payable in advance. Minimum ad 10 words. Closing dote September 

1970 issue (on sole July 23rd) is Moy 25th. Print carefully and mail to 
GUNS MAGAZINE, 8150 North Central Park Blvd., Skokie, Illinois. 

BOOKS 

A l.I, G N llOOKS A:"D UEI,ATED TJ'.l'Ll,S. Save on 
our " .Uakcr's Dozen F'ree l'remiurn :PJan" and " Un ­
~a1able Va lues." Send 50e fo r :rear-a1ouncl mail ings. 
Hay HiJi 11 g Arms llooks Co .. 6844 Uorsten ::::itreet, l'bila· 
<l~J uJ1 ia , J' a . Hill!) 

GU:\' .~ H UN'l'JXU llOOKS. Out-of-p rint & new. llig 
ca wlog 25¢. .John Haby, 37030 Nassua. :San Diego, 
C:.1 li101 n ia. 02115. 

· ·•\LAUi'::iE l t SBJ.,b'l,QAD11'U J'lSTOJ/ ' . beautifully bound 
book co,·eri.ng tlJe B roomliandle, J'ocket 1lodel.~ •"- Copi es 
of tho Ma.user pistol. Autogr:tJJlied if rcouestt:d . $12. 50 
]'pd . J ames N. llelford, llox 649, Stuttgart , Arkan.sas . 
7Uti0 . 

COLLECTORS 

VISJT DIXIE 0 UN \VOilKS, for Anti(1ue Arms. Sorry. 
110 1J.SlS. 

NEW t;OL l_, EC'l'Olt SEBV J C I·~ - Hare mllit&ry books. 

:~1~~e~~1~011t::a~rntJi~~~~ · i u"~~~~fa~50do~?i:~1~~~~s.' vi~1~~:.tsi>a~uct--
f1Jg , 1iri u ts. [)0 ¥age J llustrated Catalogue 50e refund ­
al1Je wilh 1m1cllase. ¥eter Bl inka , Jl isLOrical Americana. 
Ue11t. G. 22() Eas t 89tb Street. N. Y. 10028 

S \\"OHD & DACG .Elt - The Newsletter of };dged .Arms 
and Kuh rcs. F ea tures , photos, news. buy-se ll offerin gs 
f'rom around t he worl d. Subscri ption $5 yearly. Uox 
42UO, Dept. C .\1, Grand Central Sta t ion, New ~fork , 
N . Y. 10017. 

U IUT.1 8 11 E.\ IP IIU; )lilita ry CoJlectors I tems. J3adges , 
l leda h, In.':l ignia.. J,i st 10¢. \Vrn . S. l'hilliJJS, 1418 E. 
Sit1 1T:l St . . ]'lJOt:' nix. Arizona, 85020. 

J>;t-:\\ ' JfliO II~J~U STJ{ :\"l'ED CA'.l'Al.OC of original an­
ti que gun parts for U.S. mart ia l longa.rm.<; . 60 photo 
p l a res . 128 pages detailing Ml816 t hru )1 Hl03 Spring­
fit'hl. Sharp:,, Spencer, .Enfield, <'le. I ns ignia . a p­
r.wnda ge.,, accoutre1nents. books , post<'rs , d0('11men ts. but­
t ori.s. he:id ress. for infantry. canilry, art ille1y, ::'\'a,vy. 
J\ dctaiJ ed ca.talog and reference text on ~-fil ita.ry Amer­
icana. Catalog $1.00 refunded with purcliase. S & S 
11'ir<'anns, -21G Aubrey Avenue, Glendal e, New York 
11227. 

NE\\' CA'l'ALOC - Bel'ised -$1. 00- l luge Selection of book-; , 
liorne learn ing film s , on Gungl:l'u. where meu Aet . Think 
a. nd F ight like 1\n imal "{, KarlllC', Juclo. '.l'ai('h i Tou ghen ­
ing :.\Jaeh ines fo r l'oisdn -lla.nd Death -Touch 1\:ung l<'u, 
Secret Oriental \V('apons , JJIUS throwi n.i.; kni\'('S and 
s vikf's . Exot ic T'ersian. Indian, .A fgan \\"oodl'n Fi ght ­
i ng Sticks , Chain.'l, JJlus a large unique line of our own 
so ·Je of l 'omba..t l\:nj \'es t<'sted in \' iet -·l\':un and Korea 
wi th suix>r S<'erN Uri JJS. SDCcialized Bia.des. our ~h!l)er ­
Senet Gas Kn ife for subduing- numerous foe. Kni ves 
such a s .\l ercenar.r. "Bla ck Widow , Cobra., Satan. 1\ngel 
of Dt><llh. P rayi ng ".\la ntiss. and t hr0wing :Knh·es. Orient 
E.a~t Arms and Armorers 3577 \V. J .. .rndal e Chicago, 
Illinois 60647. 

ENGRAVING 

l 'J: ITD ll O~DIE " S AH'.rl STIC l~NGRAVING. Fold•r $~ . 00. 
302 Ward UldK •• Sh1evevort, La. 71101 

FOR SALt 

J.EGl~.NDAltY '.f0)iB1Y GUN- Authentic rep rod uctions or 
1U1~ 'l 'liornvson 8ulJ Machine Gun p rice Ji sl and catalog, 
v1 otu ~ely iJlustra.ted, $:!.00 postpaid. 1929 Jlaudbook of 
the T!Jo111pson Suh Ma.chine Gun $2.00 postva id. llotb 
"'J' t 1 on 11J~on books $3. 00. ll'ro11tier Press D ept. G., P. 0. 
liox :W2:! Svokaue, Wash. tH.1220. 

11' J IU<;WOI U{S 1i'USE 3/32" diameter. Burns underwater, 
u11 Ucrgrouud, 40 fceL $LOO, 170 feet 4.00 postvaid. Free 
c<italog. Bilton, Box 28G, Ui\'cr .Edge, N.J . 07661. 

H IJ \"E L & CO. Hl70 AH.MY - NAVY Store 32 irnge 
illusu ated catalog .• \lagaziucs fol' earl.Jines. J' i;;s , .J5, 
lhO\\ Hing JL l'., Garand, Spri ngfield , etc. Ha.ronets , for 
ca riJi ue •. \lauser. tinringtle1cl, etc. H elmets, l!'ield £ q u ip­
JUl.'nt. J,a.cks , 8Jeeping llags , Sunirnl F oods . 11'ield 
J 'il oue. l!ubbcr B oa.ts, •.ren ts . Gas Masks , etc. A.JI in 
!:i1 ocl•! 11.un dreds of ot11c1· I tems. Send 25¢ coi n. ( re~ 
fund able ttrst $5.00 order) to : Hurni & Co .• Devt. D . 
3 0 :l7 '."\ . Clark St .• Ch icago, Jll . 60614. 

STAT.I~ .PLSTOL LA \VS . Booklet descr ibing cur rent I>i sto l 
n_.gulations of all sta tes $1.00. F ederal Gun J,aws 
Booklet $1. 00. l'ol icc Ec:1uipment Ca.talog $1.00. I lenry 
:Sdi lesinger . 415 l::ast 52nd 8t . • N ew York 22.1~ . N.Y. 

J!OO.\U;l{:\NCS! So unique you can't throw iL away. 
Of lami nated bi rch imported from J;'inland 82.95. 
Arwel , Hox 236C . H asbrouck, Heights , N .. J. 07604. 

H P J.,J..S :J~ YJ~ Slingshot! For hunt ing or routing vests. 
Complete with extra pair of slings. $3.25. Arwel. Box 
2360. Hasbrouck ll eights, N .J . 07604. 

CA:"XON li'USE 3/32 " diameter, water proof, 25 feet 
$1.00-125 feet $4.00 postpaid. fi' ree catalog. Zelle r 
J•;ntemri ses, Box U3 3. E uclson, ) I !ch. 4 n2 4 7. 

50 CAJ,I.BU.J~ :.\LACH I:'\.E CUN Du mmy Cartridges in 
origina l gou 't boxes . Sea.led tin case of 350 fo r $38.50 
- 1h case .. . tn.50. \\"h ile t hey la st , sca.rcr- J =" o Ji' .F .L . 
Ht' <1 ui red. J oe .Jel inek, 1201 Cottage G rove, Chica go 
l!eigilts . Ill. 604 11. 
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(' \ · ~TO.\l l{~1 J\r.ES-Custom hunting and flg htin g kni,·e-; 
built to .rour specifications . \Ve a.re carrying an cx­
ten ~h'e line of pocket knives: lien & !toaster. Kiss ing 
Krane , Voss. H enckels, many others. $1.00 for bot h 
ca tal ogs. Custom Cutlery, l'.0. llox 1845 , Dal ton. 
Ueorgi ;~. 30 720. 

.22 .l'I STOf, l'l..u_\.XS, $1.00. Satisfaction or refund. 
Soy .Eq uiJHnent C:ualog , .20¢ - Hefunclable. Formerly: 
.Lanlois. !\ew Add ress : O' Xeil, 4.M, 30 l:bbitts A Ye . • 
Stat en I slancl. X.Y. 1030U. 

GUNS & AMMUNITION 

\V ll OLESALI> GUN DIRECTORY. Buy Direct from 
..\hrnufacturerl L ists American . European Sources. Be­
come Dealer! Send $Lll0. Contlnental. B ox 11211 -GS 
I nd ianauoli s . Indiana 46201. 

F'F.Dl<; lt.A f, F l l::J;:,\HMS L ICENSED Dealers : W rite for 
sen sational olferings most povula.r mil itary l'ifles- arn1110. 
Send cert ified covy FI.n ... Century Arms, Inc . • St. Albans . 
Vermon t. 

L l "G EHS. LUGEHS. LUG EHS . Listing 30¢. I,ugcr T ie 
Cla sp $2.25. ·1_.uger U anual $1. 10. Shattuck, Box 471. 
F ranklin, ~.llch. 

!l' l l OUSA..1.~DS of Parts in stock for .E'o re ign, U.S. 
~lil itar.\". Commercial Guns. Send Stamped addres~ed 
e1welope for ]'rice. Quote. Arm.r -Kav.r Surplus E(lu ip­
men t Catalo~ 35 ¢. SOU'.rJl\VJ::STEHN . 107 Logan St .. 
Deut. G. Hrooklyn, 1'."ew York 11208. 

3.000 Gun s. Sword s - Colts - Kentucki es. Armor -
B ooks - F lasks - ~1i litar.r .t.\ ccessories - Su rplus am ­
mu nition - Jfa rgains Gal ore - $1.00 b1in gs Agramonte ' s 
new Cata log - Agramonte's , 41 Hiverdale. Yonkers . 
'> . L l070l. 
AX'l'lQ.U E _l•' JH L-;:\.IL\1 8 . Long list of b'l.lllS made before 
lS!J!J. Will trade. send 25¢ for li st and cond ition -.. 
Fulmer·s :\nt h1 ue Guns , 'Hte. #3. Detroit J .. akes , Minn . 
.10 501. 
B la\ ('K _l'O\\'DJ-:H, - .:·-:5 per poun<i for musket Ioad­
f'rs . ea nnons. etc. )lake .ronr own ea siJrl .t\11 cherniea l,:.; 
neNl('(I ea sil .\· obta inabl e. most locally. 18 formula s and 
('OlllDOlUHling instructions. $1. 00. Box 178. Coon Haoicl s, 
Jowa. 50058. 

GUN EQUIPMENT 

SCOl'.E ..\JOU.XTS-Catalog 26 will help .rou select the 
lHOl.le r moun t tor .rour scove all (i :your l'Hle. ! ncluucs LU\\ 
Saf'etys, Gun Screws. Gun Tavs. Gun Drills. Loctite , 
:\la .\·na rd Bul•hln I nc .. t Jn rnla. t 'tt lif. !145!;3. 
• !\'ylo11 a rmored lmllct vroof vests. Tested to resist 45 

cal. ammo. J1a test de:, ign. 7¥.! lbs. Aclju:,table to fl L 

• ~~ll~ 3 ~~~~I ~~<~.1~1~·t!J~~ i t h ear flaps & chin st ra1Js. 0.D. 
color. 1\ ew-S4.:J5 pJ)d. 

• U.S. Army !1,4 inch leather rifle slings. New-~2.!J5 
J>JJd. . 

• C.:::i . Army 0.D. 10 vocket ca rtridge belts. Used - $2.50 
PPd. New-;::5 .50 mxl. 

• .\.l -6;) U.D. pistol bel ts. New- $2.25 uod. 
• .\1- (j(j single hose gas nrnsks wi th carrying case. Ex­

ce ll ent-~U. 75 J)J)d . 
• O.C.D. gas masks with carrying ca se. Kxcellent- $4.25 

J)J)d . 
• U.S. l{('gulat ion bra ss bugles. New-~11 . 50 ppd. 
• :\l oner ba ck guarantee. Send 25¢ fo r catalogue. Sencl 

a ll orders to .l<'reeclland Arms Co.; 34-03 ll road\\·a.\· ; 
Bte. 4: Fa ir ],awn, Xew J ersey 07411 

SCOJ'B CJ~J-:A H .A .. "\-CB - New Tasco Super Uanger , 4 
power. crossha.i r reticle. internal a.djust m('ntS. H(·gutar 
$30.00. J)Ostpaid $15.95. Duke's Sport ing Goods Su1JP I.\". 
2:-:-1 0 N. 115th . \\'a .. \l\\'a lO:-:a, Wisconsi n 53226. 
AIH HH'L,}; J~Qt;ll')JEX'.r: '''ree l !JiO J landbook/ Ca t a ­
log co,·ers fin est J•:1uop('a n models . J)('llets. related ac­
cessories. Complete technical anal.rsis , compari son. ac­
eura.C.\'. ballist ic information . \ Vorld's la rgest d('aler. 
Same da.r postDaicl shipments. Sati ~faction guara nteed. 
Air J{i fte JTcaclquarters. GrantsviJle . ' Vest VirA"inia 
2G 147 . 
l'E('AJ{ - H}: ln~Is Hl f<'J,ESCOP.E-S. ]t~Lxed powers . 2% X 
-~47.!J5 . ·IX - $5'!.95. 6X - ,68.95 . ~X - $i4 .95. 
JJlus 6X a nd SX lightweights. Varia.bles , 11h -4X -
~ 72. !J5 . 3-7X - $S4. n5. 4- l OX - $10!J.!J5. Extra re­
l irles e:ich S22. !J5. No Vara !lax. Choiee of lU Inter­
(' il:~n gea ble Het iclC's. N itrogen J=-ro('C'SSC'<l omics. no 
fog~in g. C1~r111an:-·· s fi nest eraftsrnansllip. Comulrte 
S{'J'Yice on PJ-:C'AR only. POS'l'l' ..t\JJ). CJwck. money 
orclN. C.0.D. F ree literature. PJ~CAH -TUCSON LTD .• 
1010 F.. Hth St. . 'l'ucson .. .\ r'i zona. 85 719. 

GUNSMITHING 

BlJH ,D . 22 Ta rget Pistol. .22 C::un vcr's Pisto l. Cun 
Bacl\s , Ca b incts and blue guns - with hand too ls. Send 
6C stamp for illustrated information. Post office Box 
3li 2- U, 'l'erre llMlle, lndiana. 47808. 
UUNS:\Jl '.l'U IX G 30 yea rs, military cOn\'e rsion; sporte r 
~tocks ~ 2 !J . U3 ; Hebluei ng $12.50; Hebarre ling 2·1. 95 up; 
HPchambering 30-0G to 300 magnum $12.50. B olt:. 
nlte rcd. forged. polished $5. !J5. Alter, jewel - $8.50 
'Xcw handl e S7.50; :MannJ icher t.rIJe $8.!J5: jeweling 
S·l.00; Alte r Japanese 7. 7 to 30 -0U ,,6 . !15. 6.5 to . 25i 
~C.n5 . Ja l) pa rts. Catalog 15¢. T-l' Sbop. \Vest 
B ranch. Michi gan 48661. 
J' IS'l'O LS EL:f:C'l'J{O.PLATJ::D. Nickel . Ch rome, Hra s.s . 
c..: old. Ulack Anodi zing on A1umir)um Hecei\'ers. Chester 
England, So. Zanesville . Ohio. 
ltEBAltlt..E_l_JJ-:\1G, J ~ ec haml.>eri ng to :Lll st:1ndard , im ­
pro,·ed and most Wildcats. CUBtom stock -work and 
checkering. Blu-B lak Hebluing. )lil itary HHle.s sport­
erizcd. Jte1Jairs made. Hay !'r ice, 142 J,oc:ld in Are., 
Hi"{ bee, Arizona 8560:-:. 
100.000 lj"OHJ;:JCN l'lSTOl, J':\ HTS ! Jllust.ra.ted f'ata­
l o~ue . $1. 0IJ. Hob' s Cun Shop. llox 2332, H ot S p rings, 
Arka nsas 7 J!JOL 

MISCELLANEOUS 

NAZI !TE.MS Bought. Sold. Ol'igit: v.l s only. List 35, . 
Lenkel. 1060 Anderson. 1-'a.lisade. N.J. Oi024. 
C..:H U:::iSilOWS f'or 'l'a rget, lluntiug and Carp-Shooting. 
$18. 95 ll' acto ry -Direct-1-'rice .• Jay Co .. Ht. 3 . Godda rd. 
h'. an~a.s ti 7052 . 
W~ HAVE JJAHNJ~Y ' S CANNO;.;S and .i\luzzle J .. oact­
iug Gun Kits. Catalog :;; l HlA L UO , Dixie Gun Works 
Oe pt. 2, Un ion Cit.r . Tenn. 38261. 
N t\Zl \\'AB 80 U V1~ XlB S. J...a te.'">t illustra ted cataJog 
S.2.00 cash. Disco . B ox 8035-M. Milwaukee, Wis. 53223 
ll U.\U '.Elt .STI CK.EHS . D£CALS, B UTTONS. l~ow-cost . 
Clbtorn-made ad rnrti sing for your Business . SJ.Jccial 
]<;\"e nt, Orga n iza tion or J 'olitical Cam pa ign. B n:r d i1ect 
from 111auufacturcr and SAVEi Write for FH l~ E Hrocl111rc , 
J' ri ce _Lists a nd SamJ)les. P lea;,c stat.e intended use. 
HJ•:Fl.ECTIYE ADV.EHTI S ING . IN C . . Dcut. G. 8i3 
Longa cre. St. I .. ouis , 1\l o. 63 132. ]'hone ( ;)14) 42:J -54 !J5. 
TH.BASU IU.·: JI UN'l 'l:HS ! PHOSPEC'l 'O HS I Uelco's new 
instruments cletcct bu ried gold , sih1 e1·. coins. mi ner:lls. 
h iswric:al reli cs. 'l'ransis orized . Weighs 3 pounds. 
$Hl. 95 uu. ''' rec catalog. Uelco-A6, llox 10830. ll ouston. 
'l'exa s 770 18. 
A IL\! Y - X A\' Y full.r il hl.htJ'at cd i, u rolus ca talog 35¢. 
SOU'l' ll\\"J~STEHN, Dept. 0, l Oi Logan St1·eet . Urooklyn , 
~{' \\" York ll :WS. 
l 'HO'.l'J:.:l'T lf A.\Jll~Y A.l\'0 J>HO!'J..; HTY. Complete !:>e lec­
tion of tear gas wcapon:s. Deale r Inquiries ln rited. In ­
format ion 25e. Dcfen.'3i\"e DistrlbuLOrs. Box 806.A. 
1\ewark. Ohi o 4a055. 
8U H\' J\"AI. l•: U LJ l l ' .\1 1·:>'1' A.\ID Hll l'l'J ~ I ES. \~'rite for 
11'ree Cata logue. Northwest Outfitters. P.O. B ox 15G. 
:\l ountlake 'l'erra.ce . \\' ash. !JS0-13. 
'J'H l~A SU HI·:. Gold, Sil\ er , H lies, New 1970 de tectors 
now anlilable. t1' rec informat ion. l!!xcelsior El ectron ics 
Compa ny, Dept. A. 74.J S Deeri ng .Asenue. Canoga 
l'ark , Cali forn ia 9 130 3. 
01_.;·r Ol 'T OF DEBT in 90 mi nu tes . legall y withou t 
borrowing o r bankruptcy, facts so explosire. credit srn ­
diea tc tried suppress ing. free d('tail s. 1~ nderson . 581 Q 
lla milton, C'inci nna.ti, Ohio. 4522.J. 
(; l•: IDIAX )lJ LI TAHY Helics . ~az i and l mperia l. Ori­
~i na.l s onl.r. Semi 25¢ (no suimps ) for ai rmail li st. 
(: eorge Cachoir , 47 Jl absburger AJJec. b'ranks furt. \\'eb 
Germany. 
( ' HOSSHOWS- S ilen t , ]'owe ul. Accura.te. Complete K it 
$11.95 . Ca t alog 25¢. Cro~sbowman. B ox 738-G:\12. l,'ai r­
flrld. Calif. !J -:15 ::::-:. 
l ' UHLIC AUCTION - 2S Antiuue Jl~i rearms. Sa g:i of 
Ea rh· American Guns and Coft'ee Hu n Ind ian Mu.-.eum 
- i1'rida ,\ ~l ght . May 1st - Saturda.r . .i\Ja y 2nd -
Guns. fl ush 2 stamus. P hoto B roch u res . n t. 655. 
.ltPrd :.:Yi 11 <' . l'a . l 7084. 
J-:XD :\ IILJ,S. 2- flute , soli d high speed . 1A" Shank. 
u':>ed - excel<'nt condition, :J. 50 dOZl'll. l'oo;t paid. Also. 
u -;ed Houter Hits a s a.bo,'e, $2. 50 dozen. lloth fi t 1.4. .. 
d rill, fo r wood . pla. ~t i c . nwta.1. J~illian' s Shop. Box 
li1H5C. Chieago, lllinoi;;;. 60(i17. 
FBEE CA'l'AJ,Q(J. Low <lil'f'('t factor.r price..;; on F' i'lh ­
ing. H unting , Archf·rY. Hrload ing an<i C:i mping equ ip­
ment . Send toda,\·. JI l·:HTEHS. IN C. \Va seca . )J inn . 
5/iQ!l:~. 

:\'EW L1FE in you and your IXJcket. .Joi n the bottle 
:: ra ze. DNail 'i ,, 2. 00 . Hox :{:n. IntHlakr n , :X .Y. 14Q4i. 
XAZ I ring.,. uosters . etc. J.ow co". F ree Ji; t. STX. 
6'i ti2 St1·i nN D r . . Sacra ment (). ( ' alif. fl5 23. 
llOW ~ I U(" ll Mm YOt:H HOT'J'LES WOH'!'ll ? .. J< ott le 
Callee or' s .Ha ndbook - ] ' r ici nA" <luide" id(•ntifle;;;. prices 
on·r 2.500 eollecta.ble bottles. $:~.95 w stnaicl . (Cua ran­
tf·NI !) lnfobooks. Box 5001-Gl', San Angelo. ~'exas. 
i6 901. 
\\"AH 1n:r,H 'S 'VA'XT.ED - For War )fuseum Ex­
hibits - Donated I tem-. Ace<>pt{'(I ( T'osta~e Helmbu rsed) 
- Dupl icate Lists 25e. )1yers \Va r Mu seum. 16521 
Akron ~L. Pa.dflo Pali:-.a cles, California . 902i2. 
l-NF.lffllODY I,IKES mxrn G U'> WOHKS. 

REAL ESTATE 

GOVJmNMENT LANDS . . . LOW As $1.00 Acre. 
MiJlions Acres ! For Exclusive Covyr iglltetl l{eporL . . . 
plus "Land Opportuuity Digest" li sting lunci !:J un1 ilsble 
t ll roughout U.S. send $1.00. S11tisfact ion Ouarn 11 1ee(ll 
Land Di:'posa l. B ox 9091-CS. Washington. D .C. 20003. 
b' .H~E . . . NEW SU)L\IEn CAT.AJ .. OC ! Descri bes 
and uictu rcs hundreds of farms. ranches. town and 
country homes, busines;,es in 33 states coast 1.0 coast.I 
S11ecify tY!lC property and location preferred. Zip code, 
please. U'>ll'KD FAl{~I ,\Gll?-: CY. 612-1110 \Vest 47t h 
St.. Kan-.a s Cit.\'. 1\t o. 64112. 
LJ S T 0 1• 400 li'a.rms and ranches m Alberta . ~ I. L i'- t 
of 500 business 0 1111onuniUes incl udin g stores. mot~ls , 
hotels . etc. $1. Send $2 for both. B oettger Heal tor . Box 
3400. ('al,1.!'ar·y 41. L\ lber a. Canad a . 
XE\\' CAX:\Dl.AN H}.:G L' JJ.A 'rIOXS: Uord er crossi ng, 
hunting, fi shing, vis itors . touri s , accommoda tion. li'ree 
Information. omctal, Box 560-Q. West. mount , :\l ontrea l 
215. 
LA..:.."\'D ! J::a s.r terms less than bnnl.; ra tes. :"\orthwest 
' l' imbered .Acreages as low as ,.!)50 Total P rice. 5- 10- 20-
40 acres. F or peopl e \\' ho Jove the land - A tract of 
J·:ecreat ion l .ancl to ha "e for ~your \'Cry own! Jn Xorthern 
Idaho. Northea stern \ Vnshington a nd \VeBtern ~ l on­
ta na.. I n the heart of Jakes and big ga me count ~-. .i\11 
cmerecl wi t h growin g timber . .A ccess and Ti tle in -.u r:ince 
with each tract. ':Phi s is ... elect land wit h na tura l beauty , 
recrea t ional and investment ' 'nlues. '!'Ian for the fut u re 
n. nd ret iremrnt rec rea tion. \Ve ba\'C t ra ct"> of man :-· O"De<; 
a nd sizes from which to choose. including hc>nu ifnl 
:!\'orthwe:.:t \\"a te rfron t pro1>ertr. Your immection is "el­
comcd. \Vrite us for free li~t. ma 1Js ancl comPlNe in­
formation. Write to : Deot . ){(' . }{eforestation. Inc. , Bo:c 
106 . Opportun ity Stati on. f-;pokane. \\"a.sh ington U9214. 

GUNS JUNE 1970 



(Continued from page 59) 

I cannot find any basis in fact for this 
theory. The fu ll choke s ixteen barrel 
na rrows to .635" and the 12 to .695" 
but despite this grea ter constriction 
the pattern heet indicates percent­
ages just as high fo r the smalle r gun , 
with distribution quite as satisfactory. 

All the big ammo manufacturers 
offer identical loadings for the 16. 
These commence with the 2112 dram 
load with 1 oz. of shot. And then get 
progressively better up through 2% 
drams equival nt to 3 drams and 31/1 
to a r eal magnum loading of 31/2 drams 
equivalent. The hot load fo r this last 
b uster is a ful l l1/4 oz. of shot. This is 
a good hefty charge in the 12 gauge 
and when hot in a sixteen of less 
than 7 pound weigh t w ill belt- you 
some! Everyone also offers a buck­
shot loading of No. 1 Buck which con­
tains 12 pell e ts: there is also a slug 
load , handling a % oz. ball. 

Shot sizes range from 2's to 9's, de­
pending on the loading. The big shot 
such as 2's and 4's, are limited to th e 
magnum charges of powder. The more 
pleasant charges, the 2% dram and 3 
dram powder loads, w ith the 11/s oz. 
of shot offer 6's, 7112, 8's a nd 9's. These 
cartridges offer the most, in my opin­
ion, in the smaller shot sizes. I have 
tried 2's and 4's and neither pellet 
looks very impressive. I do not like to 
go to any thing larger than 5's in the 
sixteen. The gu n handles 6's ve i·y well 
indeed bu t 71/2 is more nearly ideal. 
The sixteen is an upland gun , and 
while it will kill ducks r igh t a long 
with the 12 at distances under 50 
yards, it is still more ideally the medi­
cine for r ingnecks, Chukars, Huns, 
grouse, quail. doves and snipe-along 
with cottontail s and squirrels. 

In k eeping with the trend which de ­
veloped directly after WW -II to pro­
vide magnum loads in all the gauges, 
the 16 had to have its Big B rtha 
charges. The 20, in acco rd with this 
trend went, like the 12, to a 3 inch 
casing. Why this was not essayed with 
the s ixteen I cannot und .rstand. T he 
manufacturer d ecid d to stick w ith 
the 2% inch hell and into it they 
poured a magnum charge of powder 
and ball. Had the cartridge been 
length ened another 1/4 inch , it would 
have improved performance without 
n e c e s a r i 1 y stepping up either a 
greater weight of propell an t or pell ets. 

Patterns with the 3112 dram and l l/4-
oz. loading sometimes look good and 
other times are pretty erratic; it de­
pends on the hotgun. One barrel will 
indicate good distribution and high 
percentages and another will do 
poorly. Older shotguns are usually 
over-choked and these invari ably do 
not look good with the magnum car-
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Centennial Arms Corporation 
MUZZLE LOADERS are EXEMPT from Government Regulations and may be shipped any­
where without Federal Re strictions. 

Special Selling - While The Supply Lasts 
GR 111 
Tower 

CAL •• 69 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

1771> FLINT HORSE PISTOL s2900 

A fine reproduction of a 
famous mod el .31> ca l. 
Navy, brass fram ed , pe r­
cussion revolver. Made in 
Italy. 

NOW .••• the BRASS NAVY in .44 cal. ........... . ... $34.00 

No C . 0. D's. Please accompany ord er with payment and postage . M. 0 . or C ertified 
checks shipped immediately. All oth e r ch ecks are he ld 2 weeks. Open fo r sa les on 
Saturdays only (most Saturdays) from I 0 A. M. to 4 P. M. 
Muzzl e Loaders are exempt under Governm e nt Regulations and may move fr ee ly in 
interstate commerce; but PLEASE include a statement that you are over 21 years of 
ag e and there are no local restrictions again st your purchasing this piece . 

CENTENNIAL ARMS CORP. 
331 B W. Devon Ave. F. F. L. No. 36-2716 Lincolnwood, Ill. 60645 

CALIF. ORDERS ADD 5% Surplus or older model S&W Revolvers. 

•

WONDERSIGHT For S&W, COLT ~r sim'.lar large ~r medium 
. . • • frame handguns with swing-out cylinders. No 

$6.95 Postpaid in U.S.A. Gunsmithing Needed for mounting on WW II 

Current S&W and all COLT Revolvers need # 3-48 tap in frame for attaching. Has 
clic k-micrometer windage thumbscrew adjustment. Also adjustable for range . An Ideal 
combination for handgunners who load their own ammo. 
NEW ! Precision-machined Patridge Type Notch .100" wide for target work. WONDER-

Manufactured and SIGHT greatly enhances appearance and sales value of used guns. 
Patented in U.S.A. FIREARMS DEVELOPMENT UBS. BOX 271, SCOTTS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 15061 

Sharpen your eye anytime indoors or 
out. With a Crosman' Mark I, Model 38 
or Model 600. The Mark I with ad1ustable 
tr igge r and power. The "38 's" or single and 
double action shooting. The "600" for 1 o rapid fire 
shots in 3 seconds. The ltimat in C02 tar et 
pistols. Heavy duty zinc die cas construc­
tion . Rifled barrel. Safety. Adjus able 
sights. Each is a .22 cal. Pellgun '. Have 
steel button rifled barrels. Adjustable sights. 
The ark I has a .177 cal. Pellgun com pan ion which 
sl1oots BBs too . Abou S27 .95 . T e 38's of er a choice 
of 3Y2' Camba or 6" Target barrel. Abou S34 .95. The 
00 is semi-a toma ic and holds ten cal. 22 Super Pelis' . 

About $34 .50. See them at your sporting goo s department 
or store. 

Three · 
to get ready. 

Send for our free booklet, " More Shooting Fun." It covers safe shooting tips and our fu ll line or 
run guns. Crosman Arms Co., Inc., G-60, Fairport, N.Y. In Canada: Crosman Arms Ltd. 
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O N LY M ECHANICAL HEARING PROTECTOR 
Acclaim ed by champion shoo ters and reco m · 
mend ed by Ear Spec ia l ists as t h e bes t protection 
ag a in st h a rmfu l no ise. L ee Sonic EAR-VALVS let 
you h ea r eve ryt h ing normally whi le th ey elimi· 
nate th e h armful effects o f gun bla st noise. A 
preci s ion engineered, patented mechanica l hea r­
ing pro t ector. NOT EAR PLUGS. Only $4.95 a pr. 
w i th m oney bac k guarantee. ORDER TODAY or 
w rit e for FREE M ed ica l Proof a nd literatu re. 

SIGMA ENGINEERING COMPANY, De pt. G-1 
11 3 20 Bur ban k Bl v d .. N o. H ol1 ywood , Cal i f. 9160 1 
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C alhe'J- l:nlerp1•i:Jed 
P. 0 . BOX 3545 

Chula Vista , California 
92011 

QUALITY LEATHER GUN ACCESSORIES 

GUN CASES 
Top qua lity cowhide lavish ly 
hand tooled. Ful ly lined with 
acrylic fibr e . Sty le shown for 
rifl e with scope. Ext ends from 
50'h" to 54'h " in le ngth, 10112" 
wd. at hee l, 7 " at center. Color 
natural, brown or black. Also 
available for shotguns with zip­
per heel closure. 

HOLSTER AND BELT 

Enclose 75¢ postage 
and handling. Cal ifor· 
nia residents include 
5°/o tax. 
Return for full refund 
within 10 days if not 
sat isfied. 

tridges. The n ew 16, such guns as the 
R emington 1100 and the Winchester 
1200, both with less constriction pro­
duce good r esults. The lighter loads­
with my favorite the 3 drams of pow­
der with 11/s oz. of No. 71/2-is a r eal 
duzy ! It shoots w ell in every sixteen 
I have tested and I could live with it 
for all my uplands hunting. 

The sixteen faces a somewhat dubi­
ous future . It has been steadily fading 
for a long time. A popular gun in the 
South, it is now being replaced by the 
20 bore. T his is because the 20 gauge 
cartridge now offers the same identi ­
cal range of loadings as you get in the 
sixteen. And at the other end, the 12 
gauge can be loaded down to fully 
encompass the 16. So on the one hand 
the shotgunner can shoot the 20 and 
do everything with it virtually that 
can be done with the 16 and do this 
with a gun which will weigh less than 
the larger arm. It used to be that the 
16 ran about a pound lighter than the 
12. This isn't true anymore. The 
shooter who is wedded to the sixteen 
must search around pretty carefully 
to get a gun that is l ighter than a com­
panion twelve. The latter can now be 
had at 6% or 7 pounds just like the 
sixteen. So the weight advantage is 
simply nonexistent. 

As for lighter and / or cheaper car­
tridges this doesn't hold ei ther. A 
case of 16's will weigh 53 pounds and 
a box of cartridges will cost $3.10. A 
case of 12's loaded with l1/s oz. shot 
and a 3% dram charge of powder will 
weigh 55 lbs and cost $3.30 per box. 
Not much inducement there to go to 
the small er gauge. 

The sixteen has always been popu­
lar in Europe, at least in som e spots. 
The G ermans are confir med u sers oE 
the intermediate gauge ; and so arc 
the B elgians, French and the Czechs. 
In England, Spain, Italy and P ortugal 
the 12 is the predominant gun. We ar e 
importing great numbers of shotguns 
from the Continent these days, bu t it 
is significant that only small numbers 
are in the 16 gauge. This is due to the 
marked trend in this country to shy 
away from the gau ge. In the beginning 
it was decided by the organizers of 
skeet that the four gauges, the 12, 20, 
28 and .410, would be standardized. 
The elimination of the 16 hurt its pop­
ularity. Of course it can be fir ed in 
all the 12 gauge events but this is a 
rare sight indeed. 

The manufacturers are pretty tight­
lipped about the percentages of guns 
they sell by gauge. However , an edu­
cated guess would indicate that 50% 
of all sales are in the 12 gauge ; 25 % 
goes to the 20 bore; 15% is for the 16; 
and the r emaining 10% falls to the .410 
and the 28 gauge. The 16 has been 
steadily los ing ground to the 20 over 
the past two decades. That this trend 
will continue is entirely in the car ds. 

That the sixteen might disappear 
entirely, just as the 10 bore has done, 
is a distinct possibility. D espite the 
fact that it is a completely practical 
s hotg un-versatile, flexible, handy 
and useable-those gauges above and 
below it can do everything that it can 
accomplish ; all of which places the 
shotgun in a pretty precarious posi­
tion so far as its fu ture 
is concerned. 

CUSTOM 9MM 
( Continued /rorn page 30) 

wanted to keep the lines as originally 
designed. For combat shooters need­
ing to hang a second hand around the 
pistol, a squared and checkered trig­
ger guard is a must. It is also a Swen­
son trade- mark. 

Next, the front and back straps get 
30- lines- to- the - inch checkering that 
makes for a non- abrasive but positive 
holding surface for the shooting hand. 
Swenson then mills the rear of the 
slide with serrations to match those 
on the hammer and sight. This serves 
as a reflection baffle and adds that 
custom look that attracts eyes on the 
range. 

The barrel has five hard- metal po­
sitioners welded on to match position­
ers in th e slide. This holds the barrel 
tigh tly during firing and is the great­
est single improvement for tighter 
grouping. 

Next, th e trigger receives an anti-

backlash pin and the sear engagement 
is reduced by rebuilding the hammer 
and stru t. Just about every Browning 
that comes into the shop has its mag­
azine disconnector r emoved to allow 
it to be fired with less effort. Tha t 
also allows the gun to be single 
loaded and fired without a m agazine, 
as well as making dry firing easy. 

Famous for hi ambidextrous com ­
bat safety catch, Swenson will install 
it or a one- sided, checkered, long­
sur face safety. H e recommends the 
ambidextrous for anyone who will 
use the gun in a real combat situa­
tion. I chose to have the left side 
safety combat version. I now wish I 
had the thing put on both sides. The 
big mistake with d ealing with Swen ­
son is not asking him to do enough. 
Rushing the gun back to him for a 
bit of this or that often takes months. 
I haven' t had the patience to do it. 
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Swenson offers three surfaces for 
the slide top, the best being a hand­
matted, border ed non-glare finish that 
h e does generally while watching TV 
in his livingroom. H e couldn't do i t 
any better in his shop, and the hand 
matting is a tedious job. H e keys and 
silver braze the front sight to the 
slide. I got hi ser rated comba t blade 
which works w ell for m e. On my 
military model h e created a custom 
base that all ows the insertion of a 
w ide varie ty of commer cially avail­
able adjustable or fixed s ights . H e 
fa vors the rugged low mount Micro 
with 5/ 32nd notch to m a tch the sa me 
width blade. H e doesn ' t r ecommend 
a white outline apertm·e, and I saw 
n o combat guns so equipped. 

All rough contours ar e now faired 
w ith both m achine and h and tools. 
The smooth surfaces ar e vapor 
blas ted. The clip chute is beveled and 
polished for n o- h an g-up loading w ith 
both hardball and lead bull ts. You 
can have m agazines chromed for car e ­
free use, and h e does leather-pad 
each one at n o charge wh en r equested. 
This makes magazine - stuffing a joy. 
Swenson's m agazine pads not only 
m ake ramming the thirteen-round 
clip into the grip fas t and positive, 
but r educes magazine damage during 
combat course shooting. The maga­
zine is often left to drop on t he 
ground (or concre te pavement) while 
another is loaded . H e says h e could 
make a fancy tooled pad, but that 
a fter a few drops it would look like 
the ones h e puts on now. The Brown­
ing magazine floorp late r elease spring 
can be reached through a hole left in 
the pad. 

Swenson i keen on hard chromed 
handguns. H e says they wear better, 
ar e a lmost tota lly corrosion proof, and 
don't add any more dazzle to the gun 
than a w ell don e high-polish blue job. 
Many of the Brownings leaving the 

shop had the silvery hard chrome fin­
ish, and I envied them th eir carefree 
appearance. Mine was given a quality 
blue job that so far h as worked w ell. 
The next time I'll get a hard chromed 
version just to see how w ell this fin ­
ish works out. Swenson reports most 
of his h ard chr omed .45's and Brown­
ings go to Southeast Asia comba t 
troops and pilots. 

F ew autos leave the Swenson shop 
without man y sessions at an indoor 
range nearby. Swenson spends nearly 
ever y afternoon shooting his n early ­
finish ed and fini shed guns. Before the 
gun is shipped back to its owner , a 
fi ve -shot grou p is made with specified 
ammunition (mine was trained to 
digest and group w ith the Super Ve! 
90 grain hollowpoint load). When th e 
group is an inch or less-and many 
are, the target-signed and witnessed 
-is airmailed out. When the owner 
is pleased, the gun is shipped. On the 
aver age, two boxes of sh ells go 
through each one ; often it w ill take 
200 or more rounds to make the n ec­
essary adjustments and ge t a one­
inch clus ter a t 25 yards. Unlike the 
.45 ammo, which h e handloads, all 
9m / m ammo is factory loaded. H e 
can get almost any kind, including 
the Super Vel and Norma police load ­
ings. 

What does a ty pical combat accu­
racy job cost? Mine wasn' t typical , 
but he sugges ted this list as a start: 

Accurize: $77.50 
Sights: $22.50 
(Non-adjustable): $16.00 
B evel & polish clip chu te $ 8.50 
Square & checker tr igger 

guard 
Matte & border slide 
Checker front & rear strap 
Hard chroming gu n and 

$22.50 
$30.00 
$25.50 

magazine $25.00 
Various models of his com-

bat safety run from $20.00 

1WHEN ANSWERING ADS, 

PLEASE MENTION GUNS MAGAZINE 

Package of 12 
$.89 pp. 
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w ith a 6 or 

V-8 Engin e . Heavy Dut y 

ADAPTORS for u sing 

Ca r, Comp ac t and 

some Tr uck En gines . 

State year & mod e l , 
____ -..:. ___ J eep or Scout. Wan t fast 

ac ti on? Gi ve u s FULL INFORMATION . Send 

$25.00 Dep. and we w ill ship corre ct kit , bal. 

COD. Send full amou nt for p re paid sh ipmen t . 

Wire, phone o r w rite today. De tails FREE. 

MORE THAN 10,000 KITS. IN USE 

HOOSIER MACHINE PRODUCTS CO. 
313 G . S.E. 6th St. Phone 276-3442 

Pendleton, Ore. 97801 

IMPORTED MUZZLE-LOADERS 
NEW! PERCUSS ION 5 19 .50. Flin tlock S29 .50. 

28 ga. ~~v:if&Df~::;,:. P ostage 

~,.,., ,, Tdca l decorato rs 
~ J\: cmtur k y li g h t w e ig ht.. G ovt. proof·t ~i:: lc>d 

f o 1· b lack powd e r ~hooting, read y to fi re. 

1 2 -G:L l\ I llit.:11·y- t.ypc !ll u!<=k cts . Pcrcu~sl on, 3 7 1' bb l., 
5 4 9.50 ; r! intloek . 50" bhl.. $ 54.50 . 

POWDER F L A SKS; B e a utifull y e n g r a v e d coni p ;rn i on 
p iC('\'"l t o your muzzle loading- g uns . Small si z e 5 7 . so. 
medium . SS.SO . Large . 59.50. 

REPLICA SIKH WAR SWORDS 
Only 513.50 Ea !:h - 525.00 Pa ir (2 d i ff c r c'l t hilts ) 
Identical to o r i g inal ~. F.aeh fo rged with scabtiv r rl . 

.A r :-t rc d eco rator ::md conr-.c1·vatiQn piece. Acid 7 5,:t. 
pe r s word f o r p os tugc :md h:1ndl i ng. 

BAYONETS For COLLECTORS 
U . S . MS- G. I. issu e , n e w f o r Ml Gara n d . 

With scabbard s $5.95 
BRITISH NO. 5 - F'o r Lee IO:n fic l d S o, 5 Gunglc Car -

l)incs-X o ~k::ll )bH r d.o:; $ 4 .9 5 
BRITISH NO . 7 - T11c:> Ja!,t H av onc:>t K:".' IF' ETYP !.; , 

1\ dontHI for L £>e E nfie ld :'\" (). 4 H i fl l~ in 19 <16. Li m it· 
t_•d i -'""SUC 10 B rig-;idc n f G u:.ll'd-. . L niqll l! Swivc l l i nr,­
J•omme l - :-.= o S .·ahh;ll'dS S8.95 

ASSORTED : F'rom ::\ l an .v Countrles- R lade and Spik£>­
Our Ch0 iCt.'-12 f o r 515.00 • 25 for 52 7 .50 • 50 
for 550.00. 

NO RESTRICTIONS. ORDER 
FROM THIS AD DIRECT 

FFI.. D ea lers: \\'r ite f o r Bargai n Lists on 
Surpl us l\ l illt.ary J<~ l rcn rms and Ammo . 

CENTURY ARMS, INC. Dept. G 
St. Albans, Vermont 05478 

Build Your Own 
GUN CABINET 

It's EASY! With 
Gunberth@ Plans & Kits 

A ll de ta il s on P lan s, K its an d 
ll a rdwa rc fo r Jj .i\f oclc ls arc 
listed in N EW. 80 P AG E . . . 

"Handbook''-Catalog, 
.. . ill us lr :i. t ed in Color! A lso 
con ta ins t ips on bes t desig n. 
S end NOW? Only $Z.OO ppd., 
ref unda ble fi rs t SI0.00 onle r. 
(Fo r i\ir i\la il, odd 6Sc ex t ra) 

Coladonato Bros. Dept. G-60', Hazleton, Pa . 

Don't miss thi s fascina t ing 
f ull y il lustrated Sales Cata log 

No . 33. Fil l in coupon (p lease print ), 
mail en tire ad. 

ROBERT ABELS Inc U- 157 E. 64 St. (at. Lex.) 
• · New York , N.Y. 10021 

Send me your Catal og No. 33 with bac kgrou nds, illus­
t rations of ol d guns, daggers, swords, armor . 1 enc lose 
$1 lo cover handli ng and postage. 

NAM E _ . .. .. 

ADD RESS . ..... . 

CITY ..... . .. . .. . .. .. STATE . ... . . ZIP .. 
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Northwest Timbered 
ACREAGES as low as 

$950 Total Price 
5 • 10 • 20 · 40 . AC RES 

for people who love the land-A tract 
of Recreation Land for YOUR Own! 

In Northern Idaho , Northeastern Wash­
ington, and Weste rn Montano. In the 
heart of lakes and big game country. All 
co vered wi th grow ing t i mber. Acce ss, Title 
insurance with each tract. Th is is select 
land with natural beauty, rec reational 
and investment values. We hove tracts of 
many types and sizes from which to 
choose, including beau t ifu l Northwest 
Waterfront property . Your inspection wel­
comed. Write us for free list , mops and 
cornplete information . Write to: 

Dept. R 

r-------------------------· 
THE ·····'? 

Pendleton ~~~~d ~::~;Ys~;;::~{J:; 
Anti-recoil Gun Bar;el 
The de-kicker de luxe that is precision 
machined into your rifle barrel , avoiding 
unsightly hang-ons. Controlled eacape for 
highest kinetic braking, minimum blast ef­
fect and practically no jump. All but pre­
vents iet thrust (secondary recoil ). Guar­
anteed workmanship. Folder. Dealer di1-
counts. 

PENDLETON GUNSHOP 12,:'v";.'.~.~-d~;0~~;,i::. 

~-------------------------unn:m PISTOL CARTRIDGE DIES 
USERS IEl'OIT OVER 1,000 ,000 GUAIANTllD FOi 200,000 

LONG lllE • NO SCRATCHING • NO GAlllNG 
MANUFACTUREO IY 

~ 1)(e & ?!{ff. ~-
CtMCNHO CAR81DI CARBOLOY I TIAOI MAU) 

P. 0. IOX 226 e COVINA, CALIF. 

2for1 WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE SALE 
© 1969Viking ~I __,... ' .:;;;;_....,.-·- . ' . . . -C. 
TWO $191 S J.96 VALUE 10 Year Guaranr;}e 
FOR TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE 
Razor sha rp li fe time steel blade oocns ea sily :rnd automati­
cally locks in place. P USH- BUTTQ:--; release. Tough, razor 
s tee l blade honed a nd poli shed to mi rror-like fini sh. Bal­
anced ror target throwing. J .... cga l s ize . .:\"ot a switch-blade. 
l11ado GUAJtA!\TEED 10 YEAUS. lf blade breaks we r e­
place free. 30-day ~fO~"};Y BACK GUAUA_!\'TE.1'~. A fa\'o r ­
ite wi th sportsmen. Priced for quick sa le of 200,000 knh·es. 
~fakes excellent gift for man or boy. Two for $1. !)8 
p lus 50c shippin g. ~end cash. ck. or )1.0. to VJKJNG 
KNIVES. Dept. K- 12. B ox 10880 H ouston, Tex. 7701 8. 
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Swenson has a lot to say about the 
Browning High-Power as a combat 
gun, rating it far superior to the M-39 
Smith & Wesson 9m /m auto for a 
variety of reasons. Obviously the 
greater ammunition capacity is the 
first consideration. But Swenson fe els 
in the long run the Browning will 
hold up better with factory hardball 
ammunition, some of it quite hot. He 
feels 500 rounds through both guns 
will leave the Smith & Wesson loose 
and with perhaps a headspace prob­
lem. He does not feel the double ac­
tion advantage is an asset to a combat 
shooter, as the trigger pull is not 
crisp and there appears to be no dif­
ference in shooting time between 
them when an M-39 shooter and a 
skilled Browning shooter can get off 
the first shot. 

"Next to the Colt .45 auto, the 
Browning is the greatest combat 
handgun," Swenson says. "Although 
the .45 points a bit better, can be 
beefed up and accurized more effec­
tively, and shoots a more potent car­
tridge, the Browning comes in right 
behind with its 14 shots. The 9m /m 
load ing beats any .38 revolver for 
power, and with more than twice as 
many shots beats it in fire-power. 
With a magazine in the gun and three 
in your pocket you have more than 
a box of shells working for you­
fast!" 

"Although the 9m /m Luger round 
is a terrific long range pistol car­
tridge," Swenson goes on, "the pistol, 
like the .45 auto is basically . a short­
range defensive weapon, and it must 
bow to the .45 auto as king in this 
field." Swenson says the heavy bullet 
of the .45 fired from an accurized colt 
government model auto h as no peer 
in the combat field , and in the hands 
of a good man is equal to the Brown­
ing on the combat course. 

"If a guy is going to do a lot of 
shooting and has the 9m / m in mind , 
he has to seriously consider the 
Browning. The Smith Model 39 will 
develop hammer and extractor prob­
lems, w ill shoot loose, and with its 
two locking lugs can't be expected or 
customized to work much better." 
One of the main reasons, Swenson 
feels , that U.S. police departments 
haven't gone to the Browning is its 
foreign (Belgium) manufacture. When 
the 9m / m was being considered, they 
had to go to the Smith and Wesson , 
which gave them little of the advan­
tage of the auto pistol over a revolver, 
in a .38 calibre bore. 

Talking to the combat shooters who 
drop in and out of · Swenson's shop 
during the working day, one feels that 
all of them are really .45 shooters try­
ing something novel. All of them say 
they like the Browning on the combat 

Me In-between! 

The Hornady 41 caliber is a special favorite 
for big bore pistol reloading. It can be tail· 
ored to produce more wallop than the .357 
(1400 fps / 19.5 gr. of 630 P) with less recoil 
than the 44. This hefty 210 grain bullet pene­
trates , expands, shocks and stops. Our grow­
ing line of jacketed, non-leading pisto l bullets 
includes: • 9mm (.355) 115 gr. HP • 38 cal. 
(.357) 125 gr. HP • 38 cal. (.357) 158 gr. FP 
• 38 cal. (.357) 158 gr. HP • 44 cal. (.430) 240 
gr. HP • 45 cal. (.454 Long Colt) 250 gr. HP 
• 45 cal. (.452 ACP) 185 gr. HP • 45 cal. (.452 
ACPTarget) 185 gr. Ffl47-404 

Hornady pistol bullets are at your dealer"s 
now. Accurate, deadly, dependable-load a 

box and prove it! 41 cal. 210 gr. HP ... . $4.95 

H =i?i: 
HORNADY MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept. G. Grand Island, Nebr. 68801 

:e,_·· 
·\1_ 
I 

----. -........ .. 
mGuiiluESTl,Cl ..... : 
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~~·~ 
USE LIKE A 0.. ~:!), , ~ 
MARKING PEN .. 

1 -blues instantly. Ideal for rnm INSTANT GUN BLUE STICK 

. 
I touching up small knicks and 

llll:ll scr~tche.s. Easy to carry. 
· Can t _sp1l I- no waste. $l .OO pp. 

BARREL INLETTING RASP 
T he ras p ""ith a coil r se and :1 fine cut. Since 19 3 7 , 
w h en I dcs11rn ed n n d offered thl"> rasp , it. h as Jic en the 
f:1vu ri tc or the professional and mnntcur ~unsm iths . 
S iz es 1.f.?" , 5/s " and 3 4 " din m . 2 " long. Prke: as 
illus trated . • c nch $3 .75 . Se t o f 3 r:u;ps and 
o n e h:md \C! . . . .... .. , • , , .. , , ..•• , . , ...• $12.75 
M ai l Sl.00 for n e w 1969 g iant 68 paac guns mith­
supply catalog. 

FRANK MITTERMEIER, INC., !Est. 1936) 
"Gunsmith Supply Headquarters" 

3577 E. Tremont Ave ., New York 65. N. Y. 

SAFE ACCURATE SHOOTING AT NIGHT 

'yMlf~T RIFLE· PISTOL-SHOTGUN 

•::~ght prowling varmrnts . 

Powerful spo t beam permits accura te shots up to 200 ya rd s. 
Ma y be used with open s ight or scoped guns .4.5volt self- contained 
uni t. Weighl 4 ozs. Swi ve l ac t i on for prec ise adj us tm ent. } g 95 

Specify fo r rifl e.p istol. or s hotg un. Orde r loda y, Post Paid 
Sa t is fa ct ion Guaran teed. 

DANDY PRODUCTS. P.0. DOX 666. FORT WOlffl l .TEX76!01 
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course but would carry a .45 auto for 
defense. All of them are very good 
with both guns, putting two-shot 
combat groups in inch-size clusters 
regularly. The Browning w ill be part 
of every combat shooter 's kit even­
tually. It's men like Swenson who 
are making it acceptable to the seri­
ou shooter. 

My Browning arrived by a ir parcel 
post fo ur day after I wrote to tell 
Swenson the ample target looked 
great. It had four hits in one ragg d 
hole, and the fifth shot within the 
one-inch desired. 

A check of the local ammo sources 
r evealed there was no Super Vel 
9m /m in Anchorage and possibly 
non in Alaska. I wanted to shoot, so 
after getting an airmail le tter off to 
L e J urras of Super Vel, asking 
where I could get some of his hot 
hollowpoints, I went to the Izaak Wal­
ton range with one box each of every ­
thing the stores had. There were the 
124 grain full case R emingtons, l15 
gra in full case Western loads, a l16 
grain full jacke ted Norma, and a l15 
grain Norma hollowpoint that looked 
wicked and effective. 

The Browning did much better with 
all the ammo than it had before the 
r ejuvenation program bega n a year 
befor e. A lucky discove ry was that 
the Wes tern l15 grain full cased bul­
le ts grouped into the black at 25 
yards as if th e gun was built fo r them. 

These were shot from a sand bag rest 
with dead still a ir. The Norma and 
Remington full jacketed bullets came 
in to group in about thi·ee inches. The 
Norma hollowpoints w e re a disap­
pointment in that they failed to group 
at center, and we re sca ttered vertical­
ly into four inches to the left of the 
bull. 

The exposed lead hollowpoint noses 
sm eared as they were rammed from 
the magazine into the chamber. Swen­
son's glass-like chute offered no re ­
sistance that I could see, but there 
was a definite smear. In a close 
range combat s ituation, this would 
not be a problem as the group was 
fa ir enough. 

But wh en Lee Jurras came up with 
three boxes of 9m / m 90 grain hollow­
points in a Fairbanks warehouse, I 
found out what the gun will really do. 
The hot pills, moving downrange at 
a bout 1400 FPS, went into their pre­
scribed inch , with little strain, dead 
center. 

With snow on the ground here, 
handloading will be a problem until 
the Gardena pis tolsmith comes up 
w ith a 9m/ m cartridge magnet that 
I can rake through the white s tuff. 
Jurras followed up his kindness with 
a hundred rounds of 90 grain bullets 
and a suggestion for 9 grains of 
Unique to match his factory loading. 
It' enough to make a guy get ~ 
on his hands and knees. '--

TURKEY LOADS 

( Continued from page 47) 

heit and somewhat less at higher ele­
vations. 

To minimize all variants I decided 
to concentrate on 40- , 45- , 50- a nd 55-
grain Speer bullets, all of which I'd 
previously used in full-velocity load . 
Too, because 4198 is probably as fine 
a powder as can be found for the 
mall .222 cases, I decided to stay with 

that. 
For m edium-capacity cases- of the 

Savage .250, Robe rts .257, .300 Savage, 
the .308 and some others of that class 
-2400 would likely give excell ent re­
sults in r educed loads. And with the 
military level calibers, r a nging from 
the .270, 8mm, .30-06, and up to the 
.300 magnums, 4064 would be my 
choice for reduced loads. O ther hand­
loaders might have their own pet 
powder but these are my choices. 

U ·ing 10, 11.5, 13 a nd 14.5 grains of 

New catalog & 
reference book 

Large detailed line drawings 
of hundreds of pistols, plus 
descriptive data and esti­
mated values . 72 pages, 
8112"x11". A mu.st for every 
gun enthusiast! . 

r------------------, ,4'~~ TRIPLE K MFG. CO. Dept. B 
I I~~+' 568 Sixth Ave. San Diego, Cali f. 92101 I 
I Please send catalog-reference book. $1 enclosed. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I Ci ty I 
I I 
L Slate , Z ip J 
------------------GUNS JUNE 1970 

Pistol magazines & mis­
cellaneous gun parts. In­
cluded are prices and illus­
trations of magazines and 
gun parts , many of which 
have never been available. 

Send only $1 for this valu­
able catalog. Full price re­
funded with first purchase. 

World 's toughest. most 
handsome mount base and 
ring combinations are 
recommended by leading 
gunsmiths for dependability. 
Precision c raf ted o f fin est tool slee l , 
strea mlin e d and fin1 sl1ed to en h ance the 
fin es t r ifle and your c l1 oice o f 
Redfield scope 

Swing-over 1-pc. 
ba se wi th one in c h 
rings 

Redfield 's wide selection includes 
special mount bases for almost 
any purpose. See your dealer or 
write for catalog . 

Redfield 
5800 E. Jewell Ave .. Denver, Co lo 80222 

8" GERMAN LOCKBLADE SURVIVAL KNIFE Sl.98 
! Bl11delock Release 

~~~~~:~~Y ~:1G ~1~~~e~/ '~~8sl~~~~~ fl~~l~l ~~z~~c~111;:i~ J~~~~ 1~1~~·~ 
1s or finesl Solingen fitc>c l . A lways &harp, ready for use i n 
the great outdoors. Overall length 8", s ize clo&ed 4". run 
mC't:ll h:rndh s A 1neC'lston made G ernw n gportskn ifc. 
$1 .98. Oi-<lcr scnnnl. 'nllsfacllon guaranteed. Send check 
0 1· money 01 der. 

N o C .O . D . - F ree 1970 K nife Ca t a log 
LEN COMPANY, Box KB 101, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11214 

BIG GAME 
GUIDE TRAINING 

Apply now for Resident school 
starting June 1970. Limited 
number accepted. Age 20 & up. 
V.A. approved. Write-Double 
M. Co., Box 493G, Hamilton, 
Mont. 59840 

FREE CATALOG 

"Quick-Draw" Holsters 
e CUSTOM MADE 

e THE BEST 
SINCE 1897 

S. D. MYRES SADDLE CO. 
P. 0. BOX 9776 

EL. PASO, TEXAS ZIP CODE 79988 
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04!' the 'MDRll' 
SM~LL J\'ftl.tS keeps pace with the rapid firearms 

development s everywhere and brings together 
you need to easily know the world 's armament... identifying characteri sti cs, 

operation-, parts, methods of di sassembly and assembly, calibers . ammuni tion, 
loading specifica tions, sa fe ly fac tors, evalua tion, construc tion , design. Through its 
unique counti·y-by-country arrangement you see quickly all the re is about current 
u ses and recent changes in milita ry sidearms, carbines, rifles, automati c r ifles, sub­
machi ne guns, and machine gun s. For the first time you"ll find a brand new section 
dealing with guns made especiall y for sport smen ... techni cal and operating detail 
abo ut the major bolt ac tion, lever ac tion, pump ac tion, semi -automati c, single shot, 
and com binati on ri fl es; pump and semi-automati c shotgun s; revolvers; semi-au tomatic 
and other. pi stols. 

And, for ordering thJs new edition now you may choose any one of four bonus 
books .. . books that offer at-home craftsmen ways to care for and improve your guns. 
See more about them below. 

Thi s new edi tion of Small Arms of the World ably re fl ects global developments 
and important hi stori ca l data for unmatched encyclopedic de tail. Here, the gun en­
thu siast find s an extensive rundown on the origins and evolution of gunpowder and 
firearms, single-shot and metalli c cartridge arms and lock systems, single-shot 
European rifles, the . S. and fo reign military bolt ac tion, the development of 
automati c and semi-automa ti c wea pons, the hi story of mili tary handgun s, and 
tables on small arm s ammuniti on makeup. 

Get your intern a tional gun library - and a free book worth up lo $10- by send­
ing now for the Ninth Revi sed Editi on of Small Arms of the World ... it continues 
a three-decade reputa ti on as the exhaus tive , authorita tive, and s tand ard reference 
for all w ho want precise, world-wide, teclmi cal gun da ta. 

Some of what 's new incl udes Belgian , Swiss, and Itali an .223 
caliber assaul t r ifles; submachine gun s from Austri a; Argentina, 
Japan, .S. ; French , Chinese, Japanese, and Poli sh pis tols ; Sovie t 
machine guns and new data about Czech and U.S. models; a com­
plete new chapter on Egypt: la tes t and importantl y modified rifles 
of U.S., P~and , China, France, Yugoslavia ; sporting arms from 
nine major countries. 

768 pages 
8-1/2 x 11 
2000 illustrations 
$17 .95 

a Stackpole Sook 

AND CARV­
CHECKER~U~STOCKS bY 
ING OF KennedY and . 17 
M o nty D tails English . 
o th ers . A r:erican checker­
F rench , . 1 game animals, 
ing; carvi ng o leaves, seeds. 
b irds, 11 ower!oo illustra tions. 
336 pages. t Patte rn sheets . 
L arge to rm a · s 1 o .oo 

Guns Magazine Book Department GS-6 
8150 N . Central Park Avenue 

take one of these FREE 
when you send for the 
new edition of 
SMALL ARMS 
of the WORLD 

TO MODERN 
INTRODUCTION b H arold E . 
GUNSMITHINGmas{er gunsmith 
Macfarland . A erience-pac ked 
p resents an ex~d ol gun fi x ing . 
guide to the w o r ward money­
I t ' s a stra.ig h tft~ranY workbench . 
saving add1t1on the right tools to 
From c hoosing blY problems , 
li c k i ng d1sasse~s to tinker wi ll 
anyon e who wparoblem-tree . 3205 
be able to , $6 .9 
pages. Il l ust rated .. 

FINISHING AND 
GUNSTOCK Id N ewell. The 
CARE by A . Don~echnical lreat­
most com plet e , ays to p rotect , 
m e n t o l th e man~-~ish gu nstocks 
decorate, o_r r~ ~oati n gs . Tetls 
wi t h c h em 1ca relimina rY opera­
about woods, Pin oils , varnishes, 
tions , stains. dry g 1ast ic , waxes . 
lacquers. sh el lac , P $9 .50 
506 pages . 

RtFLE by A lvin 
RESTOCKING ~ i \es for stock­
Linden . work-Prl~~i ~g alter i ng . 
making , conve _ ns to toh e 1903 
D etails _mod 1 f 1cat1~ions to t he W1n­
Springtield ,Jl\e;~ converting t he 
c h ester M o es· '1u11-sii.e pattern 
1917 Enfield . IX t $9 .95 
sheets. Large torma . 

Skokie, Illinois 60076 

0 O K . Let m e see----copies o f the ne w ninf h ed it io n 
o f S MALL ARM S O F T H E WORLD al $17 9 5 eac h. M y 
c he ck o r mo n ey ord e r is e n c losed . I understand t hat if 
I 'm no t co mpl e te l y sa t is f ied I m ay return the book w ith­
in 10 d ays fo r a full re fun d . 

$ ....... ..... pay m ent i n fu ll e n c lo e d . 

0 B eca use I 'm o rd e r ing S MALL A RMS OF THE WORLD 
no w . send m e m y FREE copy o f (choose one free book 
wi th e ac h co py o f SM A LL A RM S) 

Send all to 
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4198 behind 40, 45, 50 and 55 grain 
Speer bullets, respectively, in the .222 
I estimated all four were very close to 
the same velocity level of 2,000 foot­
seconds. With nine of each of these 
handloads I ran a careful accuracy 
check on separate inch-square aiming 
stickers at 100 yards . No attempt was 
made to bring all four loadings to t he 
same point of impact. I merely want­
ed to find the tightest groups, leading 
to top field accuracy. 

I held for one corner of the airn.ing 
points, from olid benchrest, firing 
only three-shot groups at a very lei­
surely pace for two r easons: first , to 
have the barrel relatively cool for 
each shot since turkeys don ' t often 
allow more than one shot befor e they 
take off, running or Aying ; and, sec­
ond, to minimize both physical and 
optical fatigu e wh ich leads to bore­
dom and, in turn, to careless holds. 

I may be classed as an accuracy 
outlaw when I contend that I see no 
advantage in five - shot groups over 
three-shot ones. Five- shot groups are 
traditional but three - shatters are 
realistic. This all stems back to basic 
triangulation where three shots per­
mit any hunter to determine the ver ­
tical and h orizontal dispersal of any 
group. Firing an added two shots, 
just for the sake of a five-shot group, 
is utterly meaningless. Anyone test­
ing any substantial quantity of am­
munition is bound to become weary 
and just fire five - shot gro ups to get 
them over with as soon as possible 
with scant attention to the best pos­
sible hold on each shot. 

With the points of impact estab­
lished I set the scope for a median of 
the four loadings and set out for some 
test shooting of jackrabbits and wood­
chucks. Actually I fired a minimum 
of two cartridges of each loading, at 
least one for each species, but chose 
my targets at angles which killed in­
stantly but gave good indication of 
bullet effect on m eaty tissues. I saw 
no significant advantage in having 
many kills to examine. What I wanted 
were ideal kills, not a gr eat number 
of them. 

The tough -hided chucks absorbed 
these loads nicely, showing no mas­
sive meat damage when I traced bul­
let paths through their solid meat 
portions. Though I expected th is 
damage to increase on th e softer ­
fleshed jacks the reverse was actually 
t rue. Only when bones intruded in 
the strike zone was such increased 
damage evident. But, evidently, the 
thinner hides and lighter bones of 
jacks offered less resistance than the 
tougher hides and stronger bones of 
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Dixie's Gun Catalog 

is the second 
<J~~::;~~ ,,:;;7: 

NEW DIXIE CATALOG NO. 119A 
• Giant-s ize 15th Anniversary Edition 
• Near ly 100 mod ern muzzle-loading replica 

firea rms to choose from . 

most widely read • Over 250 pages of rare antique gun supplies, 
includi ng complete kits for building you r 
own muzzle loader. 

in the world • Eve rything in DIXIE'S cata log ca n be ordered 
direct- no re strictions . 

. . . but we are 

working harder! 
uv~=========-

~DIXIE GUN \NDRKS 
Dept. 2, Union City, Tenn. 38261 Just $1 .00 postpaid • Outside USA $2.00 

HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR SHOOTING ACCURACY 
The easy to use 50-50 mix. Glass Bedding Kit will seal your rifle action 
firmly to the gunstock. Eliminating wobble, moisture an.d cold exponsion­
contraction , and wear due to prolonged use . Now used by many top 
professionals to improve their shooting skill. 

Send $3.50 to Anderson & Co. 
1203 Broadway, Yakima Washington, 98902 

(Dealer inquiries welcome) 

BISHOP'S 
NEW CATALOG GUNSTOCKS 

for Rifles and Shotguns - YOU MUST SEE IT! 
Leader in creating distinctive stocks - Functional Design 

AT YOURI OR SEND 25c FOR MAILING TO : 
DEALER E. C. BISHOP & SON, INC. P. 0 . Box 7, Warsaw, Mo. 65355 J64J 

EDWARDS RECOIL REDUCER® 
Money Back Guarantee When Instal led As Shown And Adjusted 

In Any Shotgun Or Rifle Includin g M agnum s 
(300 Caliber and above takes two, o ne below the o;J1er.) 

This Reducer is the Only Firearm Recoil 
Reducer covered by Two Patent s granted 

by he U S. Pa ten t Office. 
Qua l ity, Fac ts, and Repu tation has 

increased for Five Seasons. 
Honesty backed by Facts is and always 

wi ll be t re w·nner, and you can be a 
w:n°er in t he long run. 

SAVE YOUR MONEY AND SKIN . 

SEE YOUR DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT BUY REGISTERED PRODUCTS COVERED 
BY THE LAW. 

Send Stock and Breach Only, Install ed and Mailed Back Same Day 
- TOTAL PRICE INSTALLED-$25.00 Plus Shipping and Insurance cost $250. 

INSTALL YOU RS ELF ALL PRINTS A D INSTRUCTIONS FURNISH ED 
Standard-4" or 4 Y2" For Any Gun $18.00 

SLEEVED- Made to order for Brownings with OVAL CAVI TY, 
Give Depth of Cavi t y at top, 522.00. 

INVENTED A D MANUFACTURED BY JESSE EDWARDS 
269 Herbert Street • Alton , Illinois 62002 Days - 618 462-3257 or 462 -2897 - Nights 

1 r 
FISfR 

I 
BONE 

l 
~ 
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STONE 

RUSSELL's 
WASHITA/SOFT ARKANSAS 

RANDALL ' SEWELL 

The only stone used by the world's greatest knife makers for putting the final edge 
on their knives . R. Bone, J. N. Cooper, Dan D, C. E. Fischer, D. E. Henry, Gil Hibben, 
W. Kneubuhler, R. W. Lovele ss , W. F. Moran, S. Morseth, Randall, Ruana , M. Sequine, 
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BO-MAR RIBS & SIGHTS 
Accuracy Products 

C u s t om M ade P is to l A cces sories of 
P rove n Q ua l i t y 

LOW PROFILE RIBS · for Co lt , Brow n i n g. 
S mi t h & W esson and Hi -Standnrd. BO - MAR 
DE LUXE S I GHTS • 16 var iou s m od e l . 

Deale r Inqu i ry W e lc o m e 
Bo-Mor Tool Cr Mtg. Co ., Dept . G, 

Corthoge , Tcxos 7 5633 

PRIDE OF DENMARK 
Stainless steel. For camping, hunting, fish­
ing. Rosewood handle. Excellent balance. 
Leather sheath included. Accepted by Danish 
Boy Scouts. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Only $7. 
Mail check or money order - today! 
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HOW TO GET OUT OF DEBT 
AND ENJOY YOUR INCOME ••• 

Bills piling up? ·Creditor pressing you? 
Can ' t make ends meet? Afraid of bad 
cred it? This publication, " HOW TO GET 
OUT OF DEBT AND ENJOY YOUR INCOME," 
is the answer to your problems. It is pub­
lished by a leading Accountan t. And the 
price is now only $2.98 plus 25¢ postage 
& handling. Com plete satisfaction or your 
money refunded immediately. Send $2.98 
plus postage to the address listed below: 

(Just released-This new bi9 book) 
HURT ME NO MORE 

A convicted killer gains his freedom by prov­
ing his innocence in a court of law, but 
not before unfolding his personal life story 
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This book leaves enough chill s in the 
human mind to ponder and wonder if you 
the reader may find yourse lf someday 
under sim ilar circumstances. Satisfaction 
or your money refunded immediately. Send 
$3.75 plus 25¢ postage and handling to: 

Batjak Company Dept. Y-1 
1 North Howard Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

f? HAWKS and FA~CONS 
,,r::{~i'-. . for Hunting 
1\.'.:(• l argest stock of Hawks and Falcons 
\\~~~~~~ in the U ni ted States fo r hu nt i ng. 

""'_>: Books and instruct ions on Hawk and 
,P . Falcon hunt ing. Send $ 1.00 now for 
l · our list and complete in format ion. 

J___ HUNTING HAWKS , Box 4487 -207 
Miami Lakes, Fla. 33014 - Tel. 305 624-4336 
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chucks. I figured that hollow turkey 
bones w ere more n early identical to 
jack bones than chuck bones and 
loaded accordingly. 

This test shooting made me select 
the 50- grain Speer bullet ahead of 13 
grains of 4198, for further experimen­
tal shooting and to set the scope for 
point- blank holds a t 100 yards. I used 
that combination throughout the sum­
m er , adding prairie dogs, magpies and 
crows to my list of test varmints. Meat 
destruction on them was insignificant 
and I b egan to envision a n eatly killed 
gobbler when the autumn turkey sea ­
son opened. 

My n ext guinea pig was m y elder 
son's .270. I tested 20 grains of 4198 
behind 100-grain Speer hollow- points 
but those were more destructive of 
m ea t tissue than I wanted. So I se t­
tled on 22 grains of the same powder 
behind 130- grain Hornadays and the 
r esults satisfi ed m e. 

It's very doubtful if hollow-points 
are ever advisable for turkey loads, 
even whe n fired a t modera te veloc­
ities. I've used many of them on win­
t er jack r abbits, intended for sale to 
mink and fox farms, and th e r esults 
were often ghastly. Even when used 
in .22 rimfire m agnums the r esults 
wer en't ideal. But on any edibl e gam e 
of th e turkey size, I'd n ever r ecom­
mend th eir use in any centerfire cali ­
ber since, even with hard cores in 
thick jack ets, they surpass soft-points 
in destructiveness. 

During this experimenting I corre-
ponded w ith sever al turkey hunters 

who u sed rifles on their gam e. All of 
th em w ere enthusia tic about the r e­
duced loads they'd tri ed and agreed 
with m y theory that 2,000 fp should 
be the peak of muzzle velocity . But 
v irtually all w er e r eluctant to com­
m ent on using rifles r anging from the 
.270 to the various .30 calibers for tur­
keys. And, when I mentioned work­
ing up a r educed load for the .300 
Wea therby magnum they pla inly 
shuddered at the thought. I'm sure 
some of them thought I'd eaten loco 
w eed. 

J . Paul Udy of Bluefield, West Vir­
ginia, furnished three loads he and 
hunting friends had su ccessfully used . 
Two of these consisted of 12 grains 
of 4198 behind either 55 or 60 grain 
bulle ts, y ielding respective muzzle ve­
locities of 1,900 and 1,750 fps. The 
third, 20 grains of 4895 behind an 85 
grain Sierra spitzer bulle t in a R em­
ing ton .244 had very n eatly bagged a 
26% - pound gobbler of the Eastern 
turkey strain. 

After some hun ters had written m e 
that they considered the .300 W eath­
erby magnum far far too much rifle 
for turkeys, I reckon I just got ob-
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CUSTOM CARVED 
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Fi t ted to all 
popular handguns 

Brochure 25c 

JERRY M. EVANS 
5078 Harwood Road 
San Jose, Ca 95124 

WRIST ROCKET 
AMERICA' S Pat. 
HARDEST U.S. 
HITTING SLING 

RIFLE WALL RACKS 
For displaying valuable ri11es- over·under and 
double barrel shotguns. Plastic - will no rust or 
corrode metal parts / Lock 2 or more sets together 
for multiple rack. l 
At your favonte sporting goods counter or order 
direc t - enclosing correct amount for each se t 
plus 25¢ addi 1onal to cover cost of handl ing. 
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RUGGED 
LEVER ACTIONS 

with beauty • 

Your individual ta ste can be 
re f lec ted in the Rei nha rt 
Fajen s toc k fo r y our rifle. 
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c atalog ::=10. Yo ur dependable 
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stinate about it. I had sound reason 
for going ahead. Black Hills deer and 
turkey seasons frequently overlap. 
Thus I could easily envision myself 
in a situation wher e a Thanksgiving 
turkey was far handier than venison. 
Shots at our native whitetails are 
generally around 100 yards. Since 
deer don't own huge li£e tenacity i t 
would seem tha t a reduced load, suit­
able for turkeys, would pr oba bly also 
nicely put them down. 

I finally settl ed on 35 grains of an 
old favorite, 4064, with variou 180-
gra in bullets-Nosler , Hornady, Speer, 
Remington , Winchester a nd others. 
T est shooting finally selected the 
strongly-constructed N osler as ideal 
for my purpose. Whether turkeys or 
deer howed up I figured I h ad the 
proper m dicine for them. 

The final proof of all this load jug­
gling was that I've since seen four 
tm·keys and six deer sh ot with re­
du ced loads, all of them very cleanly 
killed and with insignificant meat 
damage. Dur ing just three day of a 
r ec nt joint turkey-deer season six 
of us collected three turkeys and four 
d er, all with reduced loads. I wasn ' t 
much interested in the deer, though 
only one of them was shot twice. But 
h ere are the observed r esult of our 
three turkey kills. 

The .222 Sako, loaded with 13 grains 
of 4198 pushing a 55- grain Speer soft­
point, accounted for a 15-pound gob­
bler on a direct broadside shot at ap ­
proximately 75 yards. The bullet 
pierced the lungs, without injuring 
wings or backbone, yet knocked the 
bird down in its tracks. H e spun 
around on his breast, wing thresh­
ing, but never got back to his feet. 
Both entry and exit holes w er per­
fectly clean and showed no discern­
ible expansion or disintegration of the 
bullet. 

The .308, loaded with 30 grains of 
Hi V el 2 b ehind a 150- grain Speer 
flat- nose soft-point, took a 14-pound 
gobbler on a direct frontal hit at over 
125 yards. The bullet struck a mite 
below the fork of the wishbone and 
ripped out a three-inch section of 
b ackbone about four inches ahead of 
the root of the tail. The bird dropped 
out of sight of the hunter at the shot, 
on a thick litter of pine n eedles. Al ­
though post-shot b ehavior thus 
couldn't be observed, the orderliness 
of the needles and the location of 
blood sign be neath and beside the 
carcass indicated that h e m er ely 
spread his wings when hit and died 
instantly. 

Naturally the bird · that gave m e the 
greatest personal satisfaction was my 
own, shot with the .300 Weatherby 
magnum. Maybe I didn't give that 18-
pounder every sporting chance. But, 
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MUSKETS, RIFLES, pistols, swords, as well 

TWO NEW EXC ITING CATALOGUES 
EACH YEAR 

Ea ch 84 Pages, I llustrated 
I SS UED SEM I- ANNUA LLY: 

ONLY $2.00 YR. 
as ear ly mili tary equipment, western and 
nautical gear from al l over the world. 

ALL NEW 197 0 100 page 
CATALOG OF ARMS BOOKS 

Nothing Like It Anywhere! 
800 TITLES AVAILABLE: antique/modern 
guns, weapons, military equipment, ammo, 
gunsmithing, shooting. 
Each reviewed, 25c or free to Antiques Cata­
logue Subscr ibers. 
N. FLAYDERMAN & CO., INC. 

4 Squash Hol low, l\!ew Mi lford, Conn . 

SILENCERS !VOL. 
1. USI 

NC\ er b efore s uch a book. dc l:tlllng Uic h istory, dC· 
vcl o pmcnt, dC!ilgn and u se of firearm silencers f rom 
anti< I U('~ to OSS a nd C JA Super-Spy wea pons, nn cl 
sil ence r s n ow in use in Viet Nam. Even doub te-ba r­
r·eJed und comll lna tlon bayonet-silencers, oddities. 
hom~-mudc and inwrovised s ilencers - plus data o n 
how to constru c-t :i lega l s il encer fo r indoor rnngcR, 
all r evea led witJi over 2 0 0 <.Jet.ailed il lus trations. $ 4 . 

AR-15 / M-16 RIFLES 
AR - 1 5 / M · l G R I F' L ES a brand new r elease with com­
plete cove rage of civilian u nd Jale mllitri'rv deve lop­
ments. p l u s specs o n the Commando Sub-l\tachlnegun, 
.223 ll JUR nnd 40mm launchers. E very facet covered 
from u 5c, d etail dl i-;asse mbly, repair nnd mnlnt cmnn<'e. 
vario us civilian and m!Htarv mod els - the comntete 
Rtory on t he C'Ontrovc rs lnl M~·1 0 fa mi ly. A must book 
for c \cry A H:- 1 5 owne>r or l\l- 16 user. l..a~c format. 
o ve r u h undred pages , h undre ds o f d e tailed Illus­
trations. $3.50. 

THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUNS 
T H OMP SON SUBMACH I N E G U NS ihe richest co11cctlon 
of lll"tlCtkal a nd te c hnkal T o mmy i:run tnformntlon 
ever romp lI d under o ne cover! Ov e r 200 profuRely 
ll l u s tr:it<"'d page>~. Every hlng from u se to comple te 
ove rha u l and r ebuilding, on ly $4. 

SUBMACHINE GUNS 
SUBMAC H INE GUNS .4 5 M3 and M 3Al. T he famous 
gre;is<"'rrunR of wwn nnd Korea, covered tn 1 50 pnge>s 
of Illustrated detail ; u se. maintenance to complete 
rebulldlnJ! S3. 

GERMAN INFANTRY WEAPONS 
GERMAN I NFANTRY WEAPONS recent clcclasslfica tlon 
o f J nte lll gence d ocuments !)C'rm l ts release of the book 
yo u ·vc been w ultlng for, 203 wen Jltus trated 1>t1J;tes, 
83. 

.30 CARBINES 
. 30 CARB I NES 1\11, M J A J , M2 a nd 1\13, the standard 
refe rence work on the US .30 Carbine family . Use. 
po lkc nutomatfc conversio n, to all details of com ­
p lete rebulld1ng. 22 1 profus e ly illus trated pages. S 3 . 

GARAND RIFLES 
CARANO R IFLES M l. MI C, M LO, battl efield u se to 
comple t e r ebuild ing in 1 7 5 clenr lllus trntlons. 160 
pages, Inc ludes se>c tion on .308 conversions, $3. 
All BOOk R P os tpllld. Sntlsfnctlon Gua ranteed or Money 
Back . Write for f ree new cnta l~ o f books on weap­
o n s , ml ll taria, m i li ta ry an d 1>o llcc science. 

Normount Armament, Box 211 GNS 
Forest Grove, Or. 97116, USA 

38/45 CONVERSION UNITS 
with new ma tch grade barre ls, comple te . • $42.50 
7 & 8% inch Match Grade 

45 ACP barrels . .. . ....•.. . . . • .. . ... $45.70 
308 (7.62) M 1 Garand Barrels, 

Match Grade .. . . .... . . . .... . .. . . . .. $50.00 
For informa t ion write 

0 WHITNEY SALES INC . 
6742-C Tampa Ave., Reseda, Calif. 

91335 

71 



frankly, after t\vo seasons of dry runs, 
I was a little tu rkey hungry. H e was 
the biggest gobbler in a flock of 18 · 
birds; and was partially bent over, 
feeding, when hit. 

The bullet hit beside the root of the 
tail, ranged forward the length of the 
body just under the backbone, and 
emerged at the base of the neck. His 
w ings flew outward, h e fell forward, 
his tail raised in a rigid quivering fan 
and that was it. The ran ge was 103 
paces, almost an exact 100 yards, since 
t he shot was across a very shallow 
valley. Meat damage was n egligible, 
though his liver and one lung were 
in shreds along th e path where that 
180- grain Nosler had chuffed through. 

The various factors contribu ting to 
bullet deceleration must be k ept firm ­
ly in mind w hen wor king up reduced 
loads. The lighter the bullet the more 
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rapidly its velocity drops off due to 
air resistance. There are additional 
factors : the bullet's shape-whether 
spitzer, flat-nosed, round-nosed or 
boatailed; and its sectional density in 
relation to its caliber. The use of 
slow versus fast burning powders is 
a factor too, but a minor one. You 
just have to experiment and test 
various loads until you find one which 
is stable, accurate, doesn 't expand too 
rapidly on impact and spans the mini­
m um-maximum range at which you 
plan to use it. Reduced velocity auto­
matically increases looping trajectory 
so range must be more accurately 
estimated for killing hits except on 
very short shots. Your scope will also 
have to be adjusted for some selected 
median range. 

The muzzle velocity of such r e­
du ced loads is important only in fig-

uring the residual velocity at point of 
impact, after the bullet h as been in 
flight for perhaps 100 yards. Since all 
our scopes were rezeroed in at that 
range, and all our deer and turkey 
sh ots were close to that distance, my 
estimate of the bullet velocity was 
also estimated at the 100-yard mark. 

50-gr. in .222 ... .......... 1,550 
55-gr. in .222 . .. .. . ....... 1,600 

100-gr. in Savage .250 .... . 1,700 
85- gr. in R em .. 244 .. . .... 1,600 

130-gr. in .270 .... . ........ 1,750 
180- gr. in .308 ..... .. .. .. . . 1, 700 
180-gr. in .300 magnum .... 1,750 
These and comparable loads should 

be further redu ced for u se on grou e 
and other birds occasionally taken for 
camp fare on big game hunts. But, as 
cited, they're excellent turkey and 
deer killers up to ~ 
around 150 yards. ~ 

MAUSER HSC 
(Continued from page 37) 

the Safe position, the pistol cannot fu·e 
because as the manual safety rotates 
into Safe it carries the rear of the fir ­
ing pin up above the impact area of 
the hammer face allowing the hammer 
to fa ll safely upon a solid block of 
steel. The HSc may be carried with 
hammer at full cock and the safety 
ON, bu t I prefer to pull the trigger. 
The hammer fa lls and the first couple 
of times that the sh ooter does 'this h e 
is justifiably uneasy. Obviously, the 
pistol cannot possibly discharge t he 
cartridge because the hammer face 
trikes the steel block far below the 

rear of the firing pin but it is still 
hair raising! With the hammer now in 
the down position, move the manual 
safety up. This drops the r ear of the 
firing pin onto the top of the hammer 
so that the pistol remains completely 
afe with the h ammer resting upon a 

solid block of steel. As long as the 
safety is off, th e double action me­
chanism w ill function the hammer in 
the same manner as in a revolver. 
Pull the trigger and fire the pistol. 
With the hammer clown and the safe­
ty in the Safe position , the hammer 
may be pulled back part way by the 
trigger but then the rearward motion 
of the b:igger stops, blocked by an 
internal safety device. For this r eason , 
it is advisable to carry the HSc with 
th e hammer clown and the safety in 
the OFF position. This enables the 
shooter to draw and fire without any 
additional motion s of any kind. 

Mauser has incorporated a little 
gimmick into the mechanism that al­
lows the shooter to draw the pistol 

and fire it either double action or sin­
gle action. H e pulls back on the trig­
ger in the conventional double action. 
way until he feels a slight h esitation. 
At this point the hammer is about all 
the way back and almost ready to fall. 
The shooter can con tinue a fast pull 
thro ugh on the trigger which will fire 
the pistol double action. Or the sh oot­
er may "hold" the trigger at this point 
and , taking careful aim, fire the pistol 
as in single action. 

It may come a a urprise to many 
r eaders to learn that, after fu·ing four 
different types of factory .380 ACP 
amm unjtion, I consider the new HSc 
to be the most accurate pocket p istol 
I have ever fired. Like all of th ese 
little automatics, mine h ad a definite 
preference for one make of ammuni­
tion- Super V el's 88 grain load. Next 
in lin e was the Norma No. 260 car ­
tridges. Following that came the Rem­
ington's No. 1238 followed by Win­
chester's W380AP. At no time did I 
encounter any malfunctions despite 
the close fitting of all parts. 

In my opinion, the Mauser HSc, as 
currently produced, is one of the fin­
e t and most modern small ize pis­
tols on the market. If anything, Mau ­
ser has improved and toughen ed ui:> 
the new pistol to give th e sh ooter the 
finest in finish, design, workmanship 
and reliability. I ventu re to predict 
that this HSc will start to really push 
around competition and it is a pleas ­
ure to see an automatic of this qual­
ity made available to shooters in this 
country. It comes in 32 ACP ~ 
and 380 ACP. Retail is $110.00. ~ 
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POINT BLANK nated did not amount to more than 20 
decibels. 

( Contirwed from page 17) Sound, as it r eaches the ea r, is 
m easured in decibels. The normal 
human ea r can assimilate abou t 80 
decibels without being damaged. The 
human voice g ner ates approximatel y 
60 decibles, and autos passing on a 
busy highway will turn up 80 db. of 
sound. Rock bands oftimes h it 120 db. 
and this is the very r eason a consid ­
erable number of these musicians are 
losing their h ea ring. 

be tter. Now the top - drawer benchrest 
ordnance will have a big, h eavy, ex ­
ceedingly stiff barrel of only 20 
inches. 

Today's marksman dem ands a short, 
ligh t and handy r ifle. It h as a lot 
going for it on the score of portability 
but sight radius is r eally hurt. The 
cope sigh t ha pretty well eliminated 

this problem . Th scope wholly disre ­
gar ds the matter of sighting radiu · 
a nd so too can the gunner . The for e­
shortened rifl is a handy thing in the 
brush bu t it has som e drawbacks. As 
for instance, the lack of len gth up 
front m ean the m uzzle blast is close r 
to the shooter's ear and this a in't 
p leasant! It al o reduces the weigh t of 
the r ifle and thi makes it kick all th e 
more. Thi , together with the 
stubbed-off muzzle tending to rise 
wi th a consequent blow to the ch ops, 
proves that you can't exactly have 
yo ur cak and at it too . 

As gu n barrels, both shotgun and 
r ifle, grow steadily shorter, there is a 
question of just wh er e this trend will 

' 

finally stop. L ike the miniskirt there 
is a point beyond which neith er may 
go. F ed eral law places a minimu m 
length of 18 inches on the shotgun 
barrel and 16 inches on the rifle. W 
have edged closer and closer to these 
cut- off points the last few years. 

• • • 
Once, during a 10-year period, I 

fired away 334,000 pistol cartridges by 
coun t. I was the instructor of firearms 
for the Border P atrol during thi s 
time, a member of the P atrol pist·ol 
team, and the shooting r epresented 
both practice and demonstra tion. This 
fir ing made m e deaf. I did the most of 
the powder burning without an y pro­
tection to my ears at all. Later on, 
notin g some loss of acu ity I com­
men ced to plug my ears with wetted 
cleaning pa tch es, with the head end of 
the .38 cartridge, and finally with 
wooden plugs. The we tt e d patch 
sh ields the ear from only about 10 to 
15 decibels of sound. When I dis­
card ed these makeshifts and wen t to 
rubber plugs the sound thus elimi -

On the skeet r ange wh ere we habit­
ually shoot m ild target loads, the 12 
gauge shotgun will churn u p 140 deci ­
bles of sound. A rifl e like the .30'06 
w ill deliver 155 db. When th e unpro ­
tected ear is hit with sound of this in ­
tensity the organ is cl one permanen t 
hurt. In thi db. ran ge, referred to as 
"white noise," the span extends across 
the entire aud ible sound spectrum .. 
V ibrations m ay ex tend from 20 
through 12,000 cycles per second. A 
r1ormal ear can de tect sound waves 
ranging in fr equ ency from 50 thrnugh 
18,000 cycles per second. 

Human speech ranges from 500 to 
3500 cycles per second and those old 
gunners wh o are beginning to sli p a 
b it find difficul ty in p icking up a fr e­
quency around 4,000 cps. This ac ­
counts for the inability to hear every-

TREASURE HUNTERS ATTENTION 
the 

GARRETT HUNTER 
HAS BROKEN ALL RECORDS TO BECOME 

THE NEW WORLD CHAMPION 

GUNS 

Our New Hunter won more contests than all other brands combin ed. 

1st Place, Men's Division, World Championship Meet, Holdenville 
1st Place, International Prospectors Club Meet, Midland, Texas 
2nd Place, Men's Division, World Championship Meet, Holdenville 
2nd Place, Ladies Division, World Championship Meet, Holdenville 

DOYLE WILLIAMS 
TWICE WOR LD CHAMPION 2nd Place, Junior Division, World Championship Meet, Holdenville 

Ou r congratulatio ns go to Doyle Williams, Rt. 1, Bo x 67 , Okema h, Okla ., who was last year 's champ io n al the Pr os pect ors Club Meet. This 
year, he EARNE D FIRST PLACE AT BOTH THE WORLD CHAMPIONSH IP MEET AND THE INTERNATIONAL PROSPECTORS CLUB MEET. To see Doyle 
wo rk with his detector is a joy. Previously, Doyle had used oth er brands of detectors. His choice of instrum ents this year was one of our NEW 
BREED Of HU NTE R DETECTORS. 

Our congratulations also go to Sam Boyce of Holdenville. Sam earned 
second place honors in the Men's Divis ion . Sam's cho ice of instruments 
this year was also a Hunter Detector. 

C ON.cs Truly, our NEW BREED is now the Professi onals Choice. Wr ite for our 1£ JR fre e brochure and treasure hun ting guide . We believe you will be glad 
you did . 

Mailing Address: Department GU P.O. Box 28434 Dallas , Texas 75228 
We invite you to come see us at our Dallas location: I 1231 Alvin St. Phone (214) 328-5313 

WHO KNOWS MORE ABOUT BEAT FRECj)UENCY METAL DETECTORS THAN THE PEOPLE WHO PERFECTED THEM? 
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BETTER GRIP-BETTER SHOOTING 
WITH FAMOUS 67~ GRIPS 
• )..10S T D UR ABLE GRJ P S .MADE 
• -100 STYL E S I N 6 COLOU:S 

l'L l'S RTAG lI OHN 
• l'HEC I S IO:"l F T1'TE D FOR 
DO~l ES T I C A1'.'D FOH E IGN 
11\:-.' P CTUNS. 
P EH F'EC'I' P IT G UARANTEED . 
\ \H I TE FOR F'HEE CATALOG 

SPORTS, INC. (Mfrs.) Sinc e 1934 . 
550 1-B B road w ay . Chicago, I l l. 6 0 640 

~~ 
Tll E MUSEUM OF HISTORICAL ARMS 

Serving collectors for 20 years, offers 
the most hard to find and desirable 

A N T I Q E F I RE A R ~I S 
EDGED WEA PONS 

and related Hems from the U.S. and all over the World 

for sale in its exciting, thick, 216 page catalog-rcfcr­

cncc book. Over 1000 items, all photo-illustrated, fully 

dtscribcd and priced to sell. This valuable book will 

lie sent to you immediately via: first class mail upon 

receipt of 52. You don't want to miss it. 

THE llUSEUM OF HI STORI CA L ARMS 
1038 Alton Road, Dept. N 

Flcl11~ 1e~odent• ~dd Sc tu. 

Miami Beach, Fla.33139 
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thing that is said in a crowd, or when 
there is some over-riding clamor such 
as the noise from aircraft engines. 
You may be able to hear a mouse run 
across the bedroom floor when every­
thing is dead quiet at night and then 
not get all the chit- chat from the 
table at a big dinner. 

Two kinds of ear protectors are of­
fered shooters . The first of these is the 
soft- rubber ear plug which is usually 
built around an aluminum base. The 
better types have a valve within 
them. which opens to ordinary con­
versation but closes instantly to the 
report of a firearm . The fact that the 
valve r emains in the open position 
most of th e time tends to relieve inne r 
ear pressures and is a very necessar y 
feature. The second kind of ear pro­
tector is the muff type. This device, 

comparatively new, shuts out some­
thing around 40 decibels of sound and 
is quite effective. We can tolerate 80 
db. of sound, when the level rises to 
90 db. then the ear commen ces to be 
h armed. The shielding of 40 db. by the 
earmuff type of protector, especially 
when we have reports in the· 150 db . 
range, is quite advisable. The only 
drawback to the earmuff is that it is 
difficult to carry on a normal conver­
sation with the muffs in place. Some 
times the shooter will not catch the 
commands given on the firing line and 
this is a i:eal nuisance. There is, too, 
an occasional gunner who finds his 
sense of equiiibrium is adversely ef­
fected by ealing off the ears as these 
protectors do. Air pressure cannot be 
regulated and trouoles then ensue. 
The shooter should experiment with 
the several types and find those that 
are comfortable and secure and then 
be quite religious about the use of 
them. 

• • • 
In this country we have something 

over one hundred firearms engraver s. 
These artisans have their troubles. 
None more difficult than the fact that 
they must work in m etals which ar e 
many times made of an alloyed steel 
which contains both chrome and mo­
lybdenum. These glass - hard m etals 
must be engraved without annealing 
or softening the steel. Before the turn 
of the century engravers had a much 
easier time of it. The firearm receiver , 
if it was steel, was a much softer va -

riety and usually the engraver got in 
his licks before it w as tempered. 

Histor y indicates that weapons were 
engraved as early as the Roman em­
p ire. The first engraving of firearms 
came along about the fourteenth cen­
tury. In Rome, coins were struck from 
hand-engraved di es which show a 
high degree of artistry. In China 
wooden plates w ere engraved and 
prints made from them about 500 AD. 
Engr av ing has spr ad to every civi­
lized country and intere tin engraved 
firea rms was n ever higher than it is 
today. 

It is estimated that there ar e abou t 
125 engravers in th is country an.cl as 
many as 300 on the Continent. Of this 
number there isn 't more than 15 c 
over h ere and the same p rcentage in 
Europe who do really top quality 
work. We h ave som of th e best a rti­
sans right h er e at h om e. B esides our­
selves, the best craftsmen are found 
in Spain, B elgium , West German y, 
Austria and England . And if yo u want 
to get right down to the nitty-gritty, 
the W es t Germans and ourselves are 
t he very b est. Some of th e most 
shoddy engraving comes from J apan 
and Mexico, but there is also some 
fin e engraving done in J apan these 
day . 

A most handsome addition to the 
engraved firearm i the inlay . This i 
done in one of the precious m etals 
and not only contributes imm. asura ­
bly to the appearance of the gun but 
also adds a good d eal to the value. 

The inlaid animal is firs t made by 
cutting out th e outline of th e creature 
a nd t hen the edges are undercut in 
the gun itself to hold th e figure. The 
inlay after having b en cut to ize is 
peened into the space provided , forc ­
ing th e m etal into the undercut s ide 
afte r which it is cut and carved to 
shape. An inlay m ade in this manner 
will never com e loose. 

J ack Prudhomm , one of the top 
ranking engravers in this country, 
makes a specialty of inlays in pre­
cious metals. H e has the rare ability 
to m ake his carved animal inlays li t ­
e rally live and breathe-they look 
th at lifelike. P rudhomme, who hails 
from Shreveport, L a., migh t well have 
been an artist in oil or a sculptor. A 
gr eat deal of the ame talent is r e­
quired to do game animals, a pointing 
clog, a winging bobwhite quail , or 
other game scen e in gold an.cl silver. 

Beside being one of our leading 
engr avers, P rudhomme, is a most in ­
teresting bucko because h e was first a 
professional wrestler. H e tired of 
bending bones and after WW- II he 
journeyed off to West Germany where 
h e studied for several year s before he 
returned to the USA and commenced 
to turn out h is 
marvelous work. 
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REDBOOK 8150 Central Park Ave.GRB-6 
Skokie, Ill . 60076 
YES! Send me the completely revised 
1970 REDBOOK right away. I have en­
closed $2.50. 

NAME: _ __________ _ 

ADDRESS, __________ _ 

CITY STATE ___ ZIP _ _ 
L---------------------~ 
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On the facing page, we've printed a questionnaire designed to help us know a.little bit about YOU ... 
a GUNS MAGAZINE reader. The questions are designed to help us "get-acquainted" with you. In this 
way, we can aim each copy of GUNS directly at you ... an individual .. . a personality. 

For your time and trouble, we'd like to give you something- a special reduced price on GUNS MAGA­
ZINE. Simply fill out the questionnaire and mail it back to us with $6.50. A full year's subscription 
will be entered in your name at this special reduced price. The regular subscription price of GUNS is 
$7.50 per year ... but for your efforts, we're giving you this extra $1.00 reduction in price. 

Along with this special $1.00 savings, we'll give you absolutely FREE our 1970 RED­
BOOK of Used Gun Values. It's bigger, better and more comprehensive thal\ ever 
before! No gun enthusiast should be without this valuable, practical bOok. It shows you 
what to pay and what to look for. How much your firearms are worth and how to bar­
gain for the best prices. The REDBOOK lists the latest, most up-to-date evaluations 
for, more than 2,500 firearms. Every gun is described in detail as to type, make and · 
model. Stock, barrel. bore, year of make and all other unique features are also listed. 
Each listing is rated according to excellent, good and fair condition. And as a special 
bonus, the 1970 edition lists hundreds of hunting and shooting goods manufacturers 
you can write to for free literature and information. Don't .delay. Take advantage of 
this special off er to get your copy FREE! 

GUNS has added more pages, more color, more in-depth editorial features and na­
tionally known firearms experts. And for the 6rst time in any firearms monthly, GUNS 
is now loaded with realistic, full 4-color reproductions of famous firearms. Long rec­
ognized internationally as "The Finest in the Firearms Field", GUNS has now created 
an entirely new dimension in firearms publishing. Take advantage of this offer now! 
When you confirm your order with payment and return the questionnaire, two FREE 
issues .will be added to your subscription. Receive 14 issues for the price of 12 ! 

Don't let this opportunity pass! Fill out the questionnaire (if you don't want to tear 
the questionnaire out of the magazine, simply answer the questions on a plain sheet 
of paper), use the attached postage-free reply envelope, and send it along with the 
special reduced rate of $6.50 for a year's subscription to GUNS. We'll enter your sub­
scription immediately upon receipt of payment .. . and get your FREE REDBOOK 
on its way to you right away. If you purchased individual copies of GUNS on your 
favorite newsstand you would pay 75c per issue, or $9.00 per year. The regular sub­
scription price is $7.50 per year ... but, by filting out the questionnaire, and sending 
it to us. you pay only $6.50- a $2.50 savings over the newsstand price and $1.00 sav­
ings over the regular subscription price. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO 
Gu~ MAGAZINE 

·----------------------------GUNS MAGAZINE READERSHIP SURVEY 

IMPORTANT: ALL ANSWERS WILL BE KEPT STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. 

I. Would you say that gun collecting and shoe1ting are your main hobbies? Yes D No D 
2. What is the total value of your complete gun collection? $ 

3. What is the total value of your complete gun accessory collection? $ 

4. How many other persons regularly read your copy of Guns Magazine? 
One other person D 2 other D 3 D 4 or more D 

S. What do you do with each copy when you are finished reading it? 
File or bind it D Pass it on to someone D Discard it D 

6. How long do you keep copies of Guns Magazine? 
One month D Two to four months D Over one year D 

7. Do you have a personal library of hard cover gun books? Yes D No D 
B. How many gun books in your library? 

9. Are you looking for more good gun books to add to the library? Yes D No D 
10. How many sons do you have? No ..... How many between 10 cSr 21 Years? No .. . .. .. .. ., ... . . . 

11. Will you teach your son(s) how to use firearms? Yes D No D 
12. If you are married, will you or have you instructed your wife in the use of guns? Yes D No D 
13. Do you consider buying a handgun for your wife a good idea? Yes D No D 
14. Do you feel that your local dealer has enough knowledge about guns to properly advise you? 

Dealer knowledge good D Fair D Poor D 
15. Do you expect to participate in 

Black Powder Shooting D 
Pistol Competition D 
Rifle Competition D 

any of the following activities: 
Trap or Skeet Shooting D 
Professional Gunsmithing D 
Amateur Gunsmithing D 

16. Would you pay a premium price for a superior type of. 
Rifle D Handgun D Ammunition D Hunting Accessories D 

Shotshell Reloading 
Metallic Reloading 
Hunting trips 

D 
D 
D 

17. Would you pay a premium price for a firearms magazine you believed to be the best? Yes D No D 

18. What are the two main points that a firearms magazine should have? 

1. ...... .. ................. . ............................................................. . 

2 ... . ... ....... ... .. .... . ...................... . ........ .. . . ...... .. ... .. . .. .... .. . . ..... . 





Collector's Item! 

1908 SEARS, ROEBUCK CATALOGUE 
A Treasured Replica from the Archives of History 

SAVE 

$3 .00! 

Co11 .-erM! lo" Tvbu ••t' ""'°""'•dly llM kol du k e e vtf 
N • ff fo• ll>c rcloc l ol••f ,.01, • ntl•hr'e are lhP Hr)' ll•Kl..,~t 
• •ad• nf runnrutlo n 1 11~• rn•cle ; nnr1r ('Jn~lructe tl lll r11• 1~1'1· 
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* Blackberry Cordial, quart 62¢ 
* 30 caliber luger pistol $24.45 
*Tools, fans, etc. 2¢ each 
*Webster Dictionary, 2,173 

pages $4.84 
* The Practical Family Doctor 

1,157 pages $1.45 
* Bifocals made to order $1.45 
* Dining Room Set $62.35 
* 67 pages of sporting goods 
* 40 pages of footwear 
* 2 pages of windmills 
* 4 pages of 1908 toys 
* 36 pages of 1908 watches 
* 11 pages of jewelry 
* 37 pages of 1901 clothing 
* Leather Gun Case $2.20 

Sears 1908 catalogue reflects early Americana, more vividly, more 
realistically than any history book can do. It not only stirs up fond 
memories, laughter and perhaps a few tears ••• but brings to light the 
desires of America and the technological advances that made our 
country so great. Open its pages and experience a fantastic journey to 
the past that you'll want your children ••• and their children to share! 
An archeologist or anthropologist can learn as much about a peopl e from 
studying what they used in th eir daily life as he can from almost any oth er source. 
In Sears 1908 catalog we have a practically complete , illustrated guide to the 
American of the early 1900's when he has just completed the taming of the 
country's wilderness and when the United States was finally becoming recog­
nized as a world power. 

Sears is a uniquely American institution, and since the late 1880's, its catalog 
has probably been the most accurate single reflection of the tastes and desires 
of our people. Indeed, its value to collectors of Americana has become so high 
in recent years that a copy in good condition can command a price higher than 
almost any item described therein! Those with specialized interests of all 
kinds-historians, writers, sportsmen, researchers, hobbyists , stud ents, 
teachers, artisans, musicians, or just plain people with a desire to step bri efly 
back into the past-all will find material for hour upon hour of fascinating enjoy­
ment between its beautiful full color covers . 
This perfect reproduction of the 1908 Sears "Great Price Maker" 
Catalog has laminated covers in full color and 736 giani pages 
packed with over twenty thousand items of merchandise, all clearly 
illustrated, accurately described and priced the remarkably low 
1908 way. Weighs 3 lbs. 6 ozs. 

Here Are Just a Few of the Collector's Items. Circa 1908. 
Described and Illustrated in This Great Catalog. 

FLINT LOCK PISTOL, ONLY SZ.75. 

* 24 pages of 1908 furniture 
* 4 pages of 1908 lamps 

Now you can open a book, and sud­
denly find yourself in the Springtime of 
America . •. actually 'feeling ' the won­
derful past that is now gone and never 
to return . * 6 pages of electrical goods 

* Two-piece bathing suits 55¢ 

* Remington 22 Derringer$5.00 
*Mouse-proof pianos $87.00 
* Stradivarius Violins $5.98 
* Dining room chairs 64¢ 
* Wall paper, 3¢ a double roll 
* Best House painL89¢ gallon 

ba~l~e·u~~~l.11~! o rA:~:r~rcc:,"fl'"'sr1 !~;~~. !~! 
t o bfl' iti nn e u . Wh en 111 n :i.ted, 1~;\11 i;up11 :.. r t a 
m:..111 o r :!:10 lh~. :J. 'J f'3Sil)' a!! :i. chl ld at· the 
p ro 1wr ]('1·1'\ fur com ror t:-1ble Kwlmmlm:. 
Whe n dc1fatc1l. It c:rn he r oiled Into a p:ick­
:i.~•· ~rnall 1•n•1Ul!h t o carry In a ve.!t pocke t . 

l 'r1c1i . ... (l'osta~e o!X t ra. 4 ce n ts) .... 20c 

* Alaska metal watches $1.91 
* Men's Suits $3.91 
* Bed and mattress $4.91 

* Stormproof. mailbox 38¢ 
* Bread Toaster and Coffee 

Boiler 19¢ 
*Finest Coffee 19¢ lb. 
* Gold Dust Belts $1.03 
* Business Wagons $34.45 
*Colt single action $15.50 
* Winchester shotgun $20.00 
* 22 caliber revolver $1.30 
* Winchester rifle $13.16 
* Japanese Grass Suits $1.00 
* Khaki Summer Suit $2.41 
* Men's curved stem pipe 1¢ 

No history book, not even a treasured 
memory could turn back the years and 
describe the Amer~an way of life as 
effectively , or as dramatically as this 
1908 Sears catalog . 

Re-discover the good old days when 
a dollar was still a dollar, and the sew· 
ing machine was a fantastic dream. 
Step briefly back into a simple and 
peaceful world , not yet awakened to the 
hectic , dynamic era to follow. Browse 
through countless thousands of al­
most unbelievable items of merchan­
dise, low prices and descriptions 
unheard of in 1969. 
Wh~ther you 're looking for the per­

fect gift, or just want to tra vel the most 
colorful avenues of American history 
••• buy yourself and your friends 
the exciting 1908 Sears catalog only 

* Ball Bearing Windmill• $13.75 $1.151 

-t1 t.J:IJj@ijfH ·Liiiilii!:t.i~ii:ftii[.]ll{il11i·J:~ 
NOW at your sports, book or news dealer, or postpaid from 

I GUN DIGEST COMPANY, Publishers Since 1943 I 
I Dep't K-368, 540 Frontage Rd., Northfield, Ill. 60093 I 
I RUSH Book(s) checked below. I enclose payment in full$ _ _ . I 
I If I am not pleased I can return book(s) within 30 days for all of my I 
I money back. I 
I D 1908 SEARS, ROEBUCK CAT A LOGUE ___ copy (s) I $4.95 

ppd. 1894-95 MONTGOMERY WARD 608 pp. 
Catalogue - the oldest of all the treasured 
replicas from the archives of history! 

I @ $3 .95 Ea . ppd . I 
I D 1894-95 MONTGOMERY-WARD CATALOGUE _ copy(sJI 
I @ $4.95 Ea. ppd. I 

For sportsmen, for gun lovers, for everyone 9 to 90, here is 
another true collector 's item - the oldest complete mail or· 
der catalogue ever published! In 1894, postage anywhere was 
16¢ a pound, or 1¢ an ounce. Custom tailored suits were 
$15.00. Handguns were 74¢ ; 1enuine Parker shotguns were 
$40.00; Remington shotiuns were $6.90; Winchester 44 repeat· 
ing rifles were $10.94 ; Stevens tip up pistols were $2.10. All 
this plus 20,000 more items from 1894! All only $4.95 ppd. 

I Name I 
I Addreu I 
I I 
I City I 
I State Ip Code I 
L----------------------~ 
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