OUTSHOOT .
MEN?

city of
qunmakers

Q¥



-

; e ..s o SRR
b e, a2 S R

FIGHTING MEN OF THE WEST ... Calamity Jane

Consort of Wild Bill Hickok and Custer, “Jane” was a brown-eyed western
amazon who dressed and cussed like a man in Deadwood’s heydey. She also
drank like a frontiersman, reputedly putting away as much as two quarts of 100
proof daily. Eyewitnesses claim she could shoot as well as a man, too, with
her Winchester and Montgomery Ward “Frontier Six-Shooter.” A rough and
ready lady, Calamity Jane truly belongs with the fighting men of the West,
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@mpw% /Kew’ deliberately designed for YOU

NEW lightness of weight, perfection of balance. It carries with pleasure, and points itself.

NEW recoil mechanism reduces recoil effect on the shoulder—a scientific and proven fact.
NEW /loading principle with loading so quick, so simple, so effortless—for either
right-handed or left-handed shooters.

NEW receiver: the shortest, sleekest receiver ever planned into an automatic shotgun.
NEW two-finger takedown system; press one latch, the barrel merely lifts out of che

gun. With equal ease and speed, a barrel of different choke is slipped into place.
Barrels are interchangeable. The forearm never leaves the gun.

NEW infallible trigger; infallible firing; infallibly safe.

NEW slide safety, which you can see is safe; feel is safe; know is doubly safe. Quick
to flip on or oft with right or left hand.

DOUBLE AUTOMATIC
12 gauge (2-shot) —$123 to 8143

AUTOMATIC—5
12 or 16 gauge (5-shot)—$12150 to 315150

SUPERPOSED
12 or 20 gauge (over-under)—$236 to $615
Also available with 2 sets of barrels and fitted luggage case—8435 to $800

Prices subject to change without norice.

BROWNING . . . SwetinTrrearms

Write for Descriptive Literature— BROW NING ARMS CO,. Dept. 14, St. Louis 3, Missouri

Please specify literature desired: “Double Automatic Shotguns”, "Automatic-5 Shotguns”, “Superposed Shotguns”, " Automatic Pistols”.



“Advanced” Articles
Congratulations on the excellence of your

publication. 1 am sure Guxs will prove to
be informative and interesting to a great
many gun enthusiasts. 1 notice that you are
already receiving letters asking for certain
types of articles. 1 doubt if these writers
are aware that if you catered to one class of
shooters, your list of subscribers would be
limited. I also have my preferences, but feel
I can learn something from most articles on
guns.

William Kensley

Detroit, Michigan

[ would like to add my voice to that of
Mr. McElroy, who in the April issue, sug-
zested some articles of more advanced type,
I realize that Gu~xs magazine will probably
have to have quite a few of the more ele-
mentary articles to be able to sell to a wider
range of readers. I dont go much for the
sensational type of headings, full of blood

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

and thunder, but maybe this is considered
necessary also.

On the other hand T would like to say
that ;I think Stuart Miller’s column on car-
tridges is excellent. Jac Weller’s article in
this month’s issue was extremely well done,
and one of the best I've seen on this subject
(“Brown Bess™). This type of article is the
answer to the type I refer to in the first
paragrapl.

Although hunting subjects do not interest
me too much, they appear to be well done
and should please the hunters among us.
Might add that all of the illustrations in the
mag are excellent.

T/Sgt M. Olmsted, USAF
Chicago, Il

Colt Single Action

Your magazine certainly ranks with the
best. Of that there is no doubt.

I would like to make one litile observation
concerning George Pearsall’s article and the

...a wise guy!

This cunning little varmint
thought he was safe. He
and his friends had sur-
vived many seasons under
the very noses of anxious
hunters. Then one day a
WISE GUY (one who
loads SIERRA BuLLETS)
came upon them...BANG!
BANG! BANG! and...
BANG! 4 shots. . , 4 dead
varmints,

SIERRA BULLETS ... uniform in
weight, size and shape are used by
wise hunters everywhere . ..

SOLD BY LEADING GUN DEALERS EVERYWHERE

yIERRA BULLETS

FOR TARGET OR GAME ... TRUE TO THEIR AIM

§00 West Whittier Boulevard Whittier California

Beard Trouble

letter to the editor from Ronald Echols of
Willeox, Arizona.

Some years ago, Ed McGivern of Montana
wrote a bhook entitled “Fast and Fancy Re-
volver Shooting,” which is perhaps the most
scientific and authoritative book on revolvers
that has ever been written. In it he states—
and he should know, having shot probably
millions of rounds of ammunition—that he
was hardly able 1o keep his Single Action
Frontiers in working condition, whereas he
had no difficulty whatsoever with his modern
Colts and Smith & Wessons. Now, this is
not the statement of a romanticist; it is the
statement of a scientist. These are the facts.

It would seem to me that this is indis-
putable evidence that the Single Action
Frontier, while undoubtedly a fine weapon in
its day, is badly-outclassed by the modern
Colts and Smith & Wessons. Mechanically,
there is no comparison.

Dale McGee,
Hamilton, Olio

Guns for Boys

Congratulations to Harvey Brandt on the
excellent article “When to Buy Your Son a
Gun.” This is the kind of information that
we need a great deal more of,

We have a rather fine gun club for boys
here at the San Jose Y.M.C.A. But our group
teaching of gun safety can never or will
never equal that of the father-son teaching.

Thanks for a swell job, and a fine maga-
zine.

Frank E. Thome
Asst. Youth Director
San Jose Y.M.C.A.
San Jose, California.

1 am sending a clipping from your maga-
zine, “Guns That Killed Presidents.” People
here, as well as myself, have noticed that the
picture is not Garfield, but Benjamin Har-
rison,

I was born when Garfield was President
and [ also remember the day that Harrison
was elected President,

No harm done, only someone made a mis-
take.

Ernest G. Hilton
Bozeman, Montana

GUNS picture editor, being somewhat
more immature than reader Hilton, got
tangled up in the beards of Garfield and
Harrison and selected the wrong photo of
the assassinated President.—ED.,

Sports Magazine Favorite
I find your magazine of far nore interest
than all other sporting magazines to which
I subscribe,
Horace W. Weatherbee
Lincoln, Maine

E & M Ownership

This is to reply to a statement in your
March issue saying that Hy Hunter owns
“E & M.”

For your information, we are a nationwide
mail order house and we also operate a retail
store opposite the world-famous Farmer’s
Market in Hollywood. This store is operated
by Bill Belknap. We handle both antique
and modern firearms and their accessories.
We are not connected with Hy Hunter in any
way, nor have we ever been.

E & M Firearms Co.
Los Angeles, Calif.
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small arms of the wdrld

SMALL ARMS
OF THE WORLD by W. H. B. Smith

The only book that shows you in detail, in over 1300 pictures
and detailed drawings, how to load, strip, and operate ALL small
arms of ALL nations of the world. Only such a world-famous
arms expert as W. H. B. Smith could possibly have access to
the many sources needed to compile such a comprehensive
volume. This new, revised and enlarged edition stands preemi-
nent in the arms field, with more than 250 pages of new material
added.

Partial List of Contents

Part I (Historical)-—-Gunpowder e
Origins of Firearms e Evolution of
Firearms e The Cannon Lock s The
Matchlock ®* The Wheel-Lock ¢ The
Snaphance ® The Flintlock s The

Percussion Lock s The Period of
Over 1300 Transition s Metallic Cartridges »
PICfUl’eS Single Shot Metallic Cartridge Arms

and Lock Systems s Early Metallic
Cartridge Single Shots Throughout the
World ¢ Evolutlon of Military Bolt
Actions e The Military Bolt Action in
Europe ¢ Mllitary Plstols e Devclopment
of Automatic Principles In PFirearms
e The Evolution of the Machine Gun

768 Giant Pages $ 10.00

ALL GUN LOVERS

Princlples = Semli-Automatic Rlitie
Development e Submachine Guns e
The Revolver s The Military Automatic
Pistol » Shotguns in Military Use o
Rockets s Smokeless Ball Powder,
Part II (Current Weapons)—Argentinu
® Austria = Belgium s Great Britain »
China » Czechoslovakia s Denmark e
Dominican Republic s Dominion of
Canada # Finland ® France » Germany
¢ Greece ® Hungary o Italy ® Japan e
Mexico ® Netherlands s Norway e
Poland ¢ Portugal sRumania ® Russia
* Spain ® Sweden ® Switzerland e
Turkey ® United States e Yugoslavia.

NRA SMALL ARMS
VOLUME I—Pistols and Revolvers

SPORTSMEN
AND TRADERS
NEED THESE BOOKS!

THCEIT Ag\g EBYIN A Describes in detail, complete with photographs and draw- =
THEMSELVES! ings, hundreds of domestic and foreign small arms; tells how

to identify them and how to operate them, and gives

complete cartridge and ballistic data.

VOLUME II—Rifles

Describes all types of U. S. and foreign
military and sporting rifles, with complete
specifications of the arm and cartridge, and
includes many drawings and photos. Both
volumes compiled by W. H. B. Smith, one
of the world’s best known arms authorities.

EACH
VOLUME

$10.00

Clip
convenient
coupon below

and mail
TODAY!

r
§ THE MILITARY SERVICE PUBLISHING CO.
B 20 Telegraph Press Bldg., Harrisburg, Pa.
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i
Send me the books checked below: I
SMALL ARMS OF THE WORLD l
NRA SMALL ARMS—Volume 1 B
NRA SMALL ARMS—VYolume Il i
SPECIAL BOXED SET NRA SMALL ARMS B
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Send CO.D........
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Harrisburg

SPECIAL! boxed set $17.50

Guaranteed to please
—or your money back

THE MILITARY SERVICE PUBLISHING CO.

* Pennsylvania




Rest Bu«q in the Rook...

WORLD FAMOUS ... MADE IN GERMANY

7 x 35 (7 Power)

The ideal ‘‘general purpose’™”

wide angle binocular —
384 ft. field at 1000
yards, with a relative
high light transmission
of 25. Weight 20 ox.
Our delivered orice

$55.55

{plus 10%
Fed. tax.)

HARTMANN

PRISM BINOCULARS
Now... Direct to YOU at
SENSATIONAL SAVINGS !

Perfect
hunting
all spectator
sports, 445 ft.
field ot 1000
yards and high
light transmis-
sion,

$42.%2

{plus 10%, Fed. tax)

THIS IS WHAT YOU’VE
BEEN WAITING FOR....

From the world-renowned optical center of Wetzlar

in West Germany, PHOENIX now presents these
famous HARTMANN PRISM BINOCULARS. Coated
optics and central focusing on all models at no
extra cost. Immediate delivery. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. A real buy!

6 x 30
(6 Power)

Choice of
sportsmen who
want high
magnification

plos o wide | COMPARE THESE FEATURES &
or'fov v | PRICES WITH ANY BINOCULARS

$47.47

8 x 30 ...BARRING NONE
(8 Power) (plus 10% Fed. tax}
7 x 50 Excellont  for | @ Central Focusing at no extra cost.
e hunter ond
yachtsman, es-

(7 Power)

pecially when
used of twi-
light, Some
345 ft. field.

66
$66. ® Choice of 5 models, as illustrated .

(plus 10% °
Fed. tax)

¢ Anti-reflection hard coated optics.

¢ Sturdy light metal—ijet-black finish.

Your "“Money's Worth or Money
Back Guarantee .

'IO X 50 C_O'“pa(lne'ss,
{10 Power) corion ong.ex. Order Fnom This Ad . . .

cellent light
transmission

LOW PRICE PERMITS NO DEALER DISCOUNTS

Send check or money order. We pay postage & insurance.

0.BOX 113
BOLLEGE PARK, MD.

combined to
give a good
field of view.

$75.75

L. PHOENIX INTERNATIONAL CO.

GUNS in
the NEWS

[Special}l— &

O Wesley Goodell, a Springfield, Vt.,
hunter, turned cowboy to bag his al-
lotted one deer. Out of shots after
wounding the animal, Goodell tied it
to a tree and raced to a nearby phone
to call a neighbor for help.

DO R
O The play “Rain” was supposed to
open in a Rocky Mountain theater. The
day of the opening a number of bears
and cougars—driven along by a raging
forest fire—were sighted in the area,
So the performance was canceled—
probably the first time in history.that
rain was postponed on account of game.

o 0O
B In Uganda. a British colony in Afri-
ca, marksmanship tests were introduced
for persons applying for licenses to
shoot game but one-third of those ap-
plying failed to pass the tests. Many
applicants could not hit the bullseye
eight inches in diameter only 50 vards
from the firing line.

o O O
B Louis Hoyt was quite chagrined
when he returned to his farm home
near Lake Zurich. Ill. Five cars had
been parked in his driveway during
his absence and he could hear the hunt-
ers firing away at birds on his land,
although his property was plainly post-
ed. He called state police. When they
didn’t show up right away, he deflated
the lires of the autos so the hunters
couldn’t get away.

When the officers did show up and
Hoyt went with them to the scene ol
the shooting, he discovered that the
men with the booming shotguns were
all close friends whom he had invited
to hunt at his place at one time or an-
other. Hoyt . apologized abjectly to
them. The state police didn’t wait
around to see who puniped up the tires.

oS00
B Al Morkin of Wanamingo, Minn..
went hunting, fired one shot and killed
two does. The bullet went through the
neck of the first deer and into the heart
of the second.



MY FAVORITE GUN

BY JACK WEBB, famous
television star of the
"Dragnet” program who
recently was presented a
new Smith & Wesson 9
mm. automatic with his
badge number 714 inlaid
in gold on frame:

My favorite gun is the
new Smith and Wesson
automatic pistol. It has
many more safety features
than previous automatics.
Even though cocked and
ready to fire, the gun
won’t fire if the clip has
been dropped out. It has
wonderful balance, re-
minding me in this re-

spect of the German

Luger. It is lightweight
and easy to carry.

I received the gun only
recently and have been
too busy working on my
Warner Bros. picture,
“Pete Kelly’s Blues,” to
try it on the target range
but plan to do so at the
first opportunity.

BY BURT LANCASTER, celebrat-
ed movie star last seen in the film,
“Vera Cruz,” who selects an old-
style Winchester repeating rifle as
his favorite.

In the service quite a few of the
men preferred the classic Spring-
field "03 to the more modern rapid
fire weapons. I have the same feel-
ing about old guns and am ex-
tremely fond of the old-style Win.
chester that I used during the
production of “Vera Cruz.”

Next month: Hollywood star Gary
Cooper makes his choice of a fa-
vorite gun.

! WIHHNG%OM%N!ATION

? light “sporter” weight
target rifle accuracy

7-Shot Bolt Action
Clip Type Repeater
140K 22 cal. f
Wt 5 lbs.

32495* |
Scope only
$9.95

) Here's the perfect
rifle for shooters who
demand more than
just accuracy in a
“Sporter” piece. Mossberg's
new 140K model. Has all
the features a good target
rifle should have. Yet, it's
lighter than conventional
target rifles. Excellent for
plinking and easy handling.

Note the sleek “'Sporter” type lines. ..
open sights. .. Monte Carlo stock .. . .
245" long barrel . . . molded finger gtips
and adjustable trigger pull. Receiver
grooved for Mossberg 4M4 scope and
drilled for peep sight.

The ideal rifle for rifle clubs and informal
riflemen “outings.” See this new Mossberg
at your dealer’s or write to factory for
free literature,

1 Your dealer invites
you fo see this new
Mossherg Model 140K

*$1 higher wes? of Rockies

OSSLGI(I

’ for accuracy

‘ O. F. MOSSBERG & SONS, INC.
l 54507 St. John Street, New Haven 5, Conn.

-



WONDERSIGHT
FOR
S.&W.

38-M.GP.
38-HVY. D.
A4-MIL,
A5-1917

ALSO

GOLT

38 OP.
A5 NS,
45 1917
NO GUNSMITHING NECESSARY
TO MOUNT ON S. & W. GUNS

COL GUNS REQUIRE DRILLING

AND TAPPING ONE HOLE

CLICK - MICROMETER WINDAGE
Graduated Long-Range Scale

WONDERSIGHT IS T0 A
REVOLVER WHAT A REGEIVER
SIGHT 1§ T0 A RIFLE
THOUSANDS SOLD only $4.95
YOU CAN'T GET A BETTER BUY

HEAT TREATED & BLUED—WT. 8/10 OZ.

FIREARMS DEVELOPMENT LABS.
PRODUCTS DIVISION
DUARTE CALIFORNIA

REG. TRADE MARK

GUN FINISHING PRODUCTS

SUN RAY GUN STOCK
FINISH—FAST, BEAUTIFUL

The fastest, most beautiful
finish of them all is SUN RAY
GUN STOCK FINISH. It's used
exclusively by many stockers,
gunsmiths and manufacturers.
$1.25 per 4 oz. kit.

Swre . X2X COLD METAL BLUER—
S staes poe.

s cuwe | Tor steel, brass, copper and alu-
=" 0 minum. Completely new for-
u mula. Never before used in a
commercial bluer. Equals hot
process in all respects. $1.25 per 4 oz.

kit.

X25—COLD BLUER FOR STAINLESS
STEEL. Also can be used as primary coat-
ing for X2X on aluminum. $1.50 per 4 oz.
kit.

X2 COLD PLATING SOLUTION for small
steel, brass and copper parts. Plated by
submerging one minute. Gives heavy blue-
black plate. Hard, durable. From $1.00
for 4 oz. to $15.00 per gal.

Popular discounts on all products
to the trade. Exceptiono! pro-
position for JOBBERS. Write:

BLEVINS GUN SHOP
303 Pine Avenue
Fresno 4, California

JULY, 1955
Vol. 1
No. 7-7
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No. 1

ASK ANYONE who is America’s
detective and the answer will no
doubt he Dick Tracy, the fabulous
cartoon characlers whose adventures
chasing after hoods with such imagina-

tive names as Rughead, Pruneface.
Flattop, Open Mind and The Brow has
entertained millions. Aside from prov-
ing that crime does not pay, Dick
Tracy also has occasionally paused in
his pursuit of gangsters to offer some
excellent tips on how the minions of
the law get their man. Chester Gould’s
cartoon panels offer much information

on firearms identification and crimne |,

lab techniques. Next month in Guns,
an article on “How Dick Tracy Gets
His Man” explains the famed detec-
tive’s knowledge of guns and how he
uses them to mow down the lawless.

The Dick Tracy article is part of a
special police issue that will cover a

multitude of gun subjects of interest |
to the boys in blue and as well as gun |

enthusiasts in general. Police pistol
training in different cities varies great-
ly and a Guns article will discuss the
merits and faults of these programs,
covering cities from New York (which
has a rather weak target practice set-
up) all the way out to the West Coast
(where Los Angeles has one of the best
training schedules for
“Why Cops Get Killed” is an eye-
opening story which spells out graph-
ically the facts about inadequate police
training on pistol ranges and what it
means in terms of policemen’s lives.

Another phase of police work con-
nected with guns is firearms identifica-
tion, an exact science that is thoroughly
probed by staff writer Wiliam C. L.
Thompson. The history as well as the
methods are discussed in this article.

Other features in this issue include a
story on the guns of the most famous
U.S. outlaw of all time—Jesse James.
There are probably more versions of
the guns that Jesse used as well as the
gun with which he was killed than any
other collector’s item. The claims and
counter-claims are dissected in a
highly-provocative article you won't
want to miss. To make certain this
special issue of Guns does not get by
you and to assure getling your copy
regularly, mail your subscription in
today,

its police). |

il

POINT FAS

EXPERT ONE WEEK SERVICE—The Simmons Ventilated Rib is custom
fit to all guns and all gauges...The Rib is of strong lightweight con-
struction. NOW IS THE TIME to have all repairs made on your gun...
Don’t wait! See your favorite dealer or send for Free Catalog.

MASHBURN_ The Original
SUPER STOCK SUPERIOR TRIGGER
FINISH & FILLER omeeation for o e

vnexcelled for top per-
formance. Enjoy the
best for good shooting.
Mausers, Enfield, Spring-
field & Rem. M. 30,

POSITIVE 812,50 \
ZERO MOUNT

most sturdy mount made $15.00 and up.

MASHBURN PRECISION
CUSTOM BUILT RIFLES

NONE FINER

West Grand
MASHBURN ARMS CO. ;2 e, Srand

‘ ‘"’L‘:V srox‘x ﬂl‘{’ 3
Speelh. Womlerful Oil- T”m Fuush

1 00 Each We carry loading and shooting
supplies, Scopes and gun cases.
plus postage
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357 Magnum

THE SAD TRUTH/
ABOUT THE W

9 MM LOAD I
L g

38 Super Colt

SIDEARM CARTRIDGE

SELECTED BY NATO POWERS

9 mm Luger

PROVES TO BE LEAST EFFECTIVE

II_ OF SIX LOADS IN COMPARATIVE TESTING

30 Mauser

By COLONEL CHARLES ASKINS

Penetration tests on
%4 inch pine boards
placed one inch
apart are shown.
Three guns are .45
Colt Automatic,
short-barrelled .357
Magnum and 9 mm.
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Magnum loaded to original prewar velocity penetrated 1234 inches in solid block of paraffin. Gun does not have
that powerful wallop today since manufacturer has reduced load about 10 per cent as indicated in recent tests.

HE NATO POWERS may have trouble in getting their
heads together on some matters but a choice of fodder
for the sidearm has not been one. By some coincidence,
strange or otherwise, everyone-—even the recalcitrant
French—have agreed that the standard pistol will handle
the 9 mm Parabellum (we call it 9 mm Luger) cartridge.
The krauts had a hand in the choice even though they
haven’t yet been taken into the fraternity. For the bully
boys from the yon side of the Rhine made believers out of
the powers in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
The 9 1nm saw a lot of use in the original Luger during that
slight altercation now euphemistically referred to as World
War I. Then there was another misunderstanding a few
years later in which the Luger gave way to the Walther
P-38 but the cartridge hung on . . . hung on and added to
its lethal laurels by useage not only in the new pistol but
in the even more venomous Schmeisser burp gun.

Yep, the Germans may not as yet have achieved the
inner sanctum but their influence has been felt.

Like the Viscount of Alamein, I'ield Marshal Bernard
Montgomery, that is, I have always been a pretty ardent
admirer of the 9 mm cartridge. 1 applauded when the
NATO powers settled on the load.

I had had little experience with the famous cartridge—
it is not exactly the No. 1 choice of the discerning down in
my country along the Tex-Mex border—but wasn’t it used
round the world? Wasn’t it the most popular pistol, not
to mention tommy gun fodder, of them all? Never as long
as | can remember have I seen anything derogatory written
about the 9 mm; I accepted almost without reservation the
goodness of the shell.

But how did it stack up, I speculated, alongside the 357
Magnum, our own old bruiser the 45 Auto, not to mention
the hot 38 Super Auto, and the 38 Special with walloping
new police loads? Probably right next to the Magnum,
I thought, but then why not run through a series of tests

and establish, at least in part, the exact standing of the
new NATO choice?

This I have done and while these shooting chores prob-
ably were not as carefully controlled as though done by
White and Munhall engineering lab, they were all compara-
tive to fullest degree and so far as I am concerned pretty
thoroughly bracket the 9 mm.

Now that all the shooting’s over, I'd like to ask: who
the hell sold the NATO boys—and incidentally the U. S.—
on this 9 mm. clunk anyway?

The sad truth about the 9 mm. cartridge is that in com-
parative testing, it wound up in a dead heat for the tailend
spot with the 30 Mauser.

The 9 mm Luger cartridge has been around for almost
a half-ceutury. It was first adopted by the German Army
in 1908. It is commonly considered to be a .38-inch,
actually only runs in the neighborhood of .347” (8.83
mm), generally utilizes a bullet of 125 grains in a straight-
sided case, and turns up a velocity in the 1025-1150 feet a
second class. Muzzle energy, in standard U. S. loading, is
365 foot pounds. The Wermacht souped up the load to
step at 1500 feet a second and when they did, the bullet
was often sintered iron and the case was blackened to
identify it. These loads were strictly for use in the MP-40
tommy gun!

I set up my tests with the 9 mm. by following standard
operating procedure. I give you the results for what they
may be worth.

Cast an eye over any standard ballistics table put out
by the manufacturer and it will be apparent over near the
right-hand margin that the handgun load has been sub-
jected to tests on 3j-inch soft pine boards. This figure is
always included. The test is conducted at 15 feet, the
hoards are arranged in a series, 1 inch separating each
slab. Remembering that belore World War II. I had ran
a lot of tests with the hig 357 Maggie. and that the load

I
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Effect of different cartridges on helmets is seen in this series. Magnum (left) penetrated both sides of helmet. Old 45

ACP (center) broke through sizable holes while 9 mm. (right) dented but did not even penetrate one side of helmet.

went through 12 planks and buried itself in my winter hay
supply, I tacked together 18 boards, each #%j-inch in
thickness, and spaced an exact one inch apart, and deter-
niined this time I’d catch the Magnum bullet. T needn’t
have hothered.

Just so it would be a little more fun, I included in this
shooting-through-the-pine stint, the 30 Mauser (7.63 mm),
a shooting iron that has had a good reputation for z-zing
over the years; the 9 mm, shooting it out of a Lahti auto
pistol; the 38 Super Colt; 45 ACP in Hi-Way Master
loading; the 38 Special alzo with Hi-Way Master cartridge:
and finally the 357 Magnum, using the Super-X metal
piercing bullet.

Any standard ballistics chart will show that the 357 will
penetrate 12 boards; the 9 mm, 10 boards; 38 Super, 10
boards. But on the 45 ACP and the 38 Special with the
Hi-Way Master loadings the penetration in pine boards,

very strangely, is not given. These loadings are made
specifically for police use: to shoot into fleeing autos, pene-
trate armored vests, plate glass windows, wooden doors.
The bullet is a special zinc-alloyed slug, very resistant to
deformation, and should have whistled through my 18
boards and a couple of dozen behind that.

After the dust and smoke had settle the score looked
something like this:

357 Magnum 8 boards
9 mm 7 boards
38 Super Colt 7 boards
30 Mauser 7 hoards
45 ACP Hi-way Master 6 boards
38 Spl Hi-way Master 5 boards

In analyzing the extraordinarily poor showing of every
one of the six guns, I concluded that probably: (1) 1
hadn’t pulled the trigger hard enough; (2) Tar Heel pine

Colonel Askins checks penetration on pine boards. Author made tests at Fort Bragg, N. C., where he is stationed as an
officer with paratroops with whom he regularly jumps. Askins is currently doing research on new pistol cartridge.




One shot from 45 Colt Automatic completely shattered 50 pounds of ice in test. Standard American service pistol
proved most effective among tested guns in shots at ice. Shooting was done at 15 feet and broke ice into small pieces.

down here in the state of North Carolina must be a heluva
lot harder than the kind the manufacturer used; (3)may-
be somebody had been kidding me about how many little
ol’ boards his cartridge would zip through.

The next thing I did was to pick up a bunch of busted-
up, worn-out and discarded GI helmets. This test was a
sort of a personal thing; 1 had a very warm, professional
feeling about what the helmet would or would not stop. I
wear one of the things as a regular chapeau, and come a
shooting war it might stand between me and a busted pate.

Firing at 15 feet and careful the slugs did not hit on the
curving surfaces, I whammed away. This is how the test
shaped up:

1. 38 Special Hi-W ay Master. Penetrated both sides
of first helmet and one side of second helmet arranged
immediately behind first. Went on to make large dent in
far side of second iron hat. While exit hole was not as
large as either that of 357 or 45 ACP, penetration was
superior.

2. 45 ACP Hi-Way Master. Penetrated both sides of
helimet and placed huge dent in second helmet arranged im-
mediately behind first. More damage than 357! Subse-
quent trials produced complete penetration of first helmet
and oue side of second.

3. 357 Magnum, Super-X, Metal Piercing. Pene.-
trated both sides of helmet and put a very large dent in a
second helmet arranged immediately behind fivst.

4. 30 Mauser, Metal Point. Penetrated one side of
helmet. Subsequent trials the same.

5. 9 mm Luger. Would not penetrate the helmet. Sub-
sequent trials the same.

6. 38 Super Colt. Not tested in this trial.

While, for some unexplainable reason the penetration
of the special Police loads on the soft pine was certainly
putrid, both had showed up handsomely on metal. The
9 mm, that sterling choice of the NATO strategists, looked
like playing into the hands of the Muscovites judging by
its abysmal failure on a prime target like a tin headpiece.

The next test was arranged with 50-pound chunks of
ice. Care was exercised in the selection of the ice to secure
chunks that actually all weighed the same and were free
of flaws, fissures, and the like. Shooting was at 15 feet.

During this shooting the most destructive of the several
cartridges was the 45 ACP which completely shattered the
50 pounds of hardened water; on the hench after the shot
were three small pieces, one weighing 2 pounds, a second
3.3 pounds and the third 4 pounds. Pieces were driven
25-30) feet. The next best showing was with the 38 Super
Auto; approximately 3/5 of the ice square was destroyed,
particles no larger than 5-ounce pieces were recovered 15
feet away. Of the six guns tested, the 9 mm finished a poor
fourth, beating the 38 Special and the 30 Mauser. Order
of merit shapes up like this:

45 ACP

38 Super Colt
357 Magnum
9 mm Luger
38 Spl

30 Mauser

I then cut a series of cold rolled steel plate, each 12”x12”,
L4-inch in thickness, and secured these targets on two
sides. 1 did not stand them against any surface but did
anchor the plating so that it would not afford a mark likely
to be springy. Tests of all the weapons on these soft steel
squares was appalling. Not only was there no penetration
but the indentation was pipsqueak sniall!

Another series of plates were made from the same cold
rolled stock, this time the thickness was only 14-inch. If
you are a little in doubt as to just how beefy the plate
may have been, simply glance at the front sight on your
Colt OM sixgun. It is one-eighth, and you’ll immediately
be struck by the size.

Again, not a plate was punctured.

However, indentation was deep enough so that compari-
son could be made. I measured (Continued on page 47)
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Skeet champion Mrs. Leon
Mandel of Chicago has
imposing shelf of trophies.
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OUTSHOOT MEN?

WITH SHOOTING NO LONGER JUST A “MAN’S GAME,” WIVES NOW ACCOMPANY
HUSBANDS TO RANGES AND OFTEN PROVE THAT THEY ARE MUCH BETTER SHOTS

By K. D. CURTIS

SH(_)ULD a husband teach his wife to shoot?

Not unless he is willing to swallow his masculine
pride and admit his wife is a better shot than he is. For
the facts of life in this modern day and age-—and even
back in Wild West era—are that the female of the species
is often more deadly than the male with a gun. Shooting
long ago ceased to be a “man’s game” and today women
often are able to prove their ability to outshoot men.

Oddly enough, beauty and marksmanship seem to go
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together. Some of the finest shots seen on the trapshoot-
ing and rifle range today are some of the finest looking
girls seen anywhere. Modern-day shooting champs are
often true beauties. Consider one of the best-known of
women shooters, Mrs. Carola Mandel, national women’s
skeet shooting champion for several years. She could win
a beauty contest as easily as marksmanship honors. And
yet last September at Waterford, Mich., Mrs. Mandel beat
an entire field of men to become the first woman ever to



win the 20 gauge open championship in the national skeet
competition.

This Chicago beauty first started shooting al the urging
of her husband, Colonel Leon Mandel, a Chicago depart-
ment store merchant. Colonel Mandel is quite proficient
with a shotgun and insisted on his wife taking up the
sport, too. She did so with a vengeance and last year
broke four world’s records. In March she was named
captain of the All-American skeet team . . . all because
her husband insisted she learn how to shoot!

Womnien seem to take to shooting quickly, once they get
interested. Maybe it’'s a woman’s eve for detail that
makes them so proficient with guns. Once they calch
the shooting bug, they bhecome genuine enthusiasts, not
only to avoid being left out of their husband’s hobby but
also because of the sheer enjoyment of shooting. There
is also a thrill in beating men at a man’s game.

Typical of women who have oulshot males is Corp.
Pauline Gauthier of the Canadian WAC’s, who recently
defeated all men in the Montreal regiment’s rifle meet,
scoring 275 of 300 points. Two men tied for second with
268. A blonde sharpshooter. Margie Morton, is a member

Former model Mrs. Evelyn Primm of Los Angeles enjoys
26-yard trapshooting handicap, highest for any women.
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Blonde sharpshooter Margie Morton is one of best marks-
man on University of Arizona team, outscores most men,

of the University of Arizona varsity rifle team and has
scored higher than any of the men on opposing teams in
several matches. A similar situation prevails on the
Tucson, Arizona, High School rifle team where two girls,
Lucretia Burleson and Gail Winslon, are the two best
shoolers on the varsity rifle team.

Women start shooting for a variety of motives, Of
course, there are some who resent being left out when
hubby’s friends come over for an evening and retire to
the gun den while Ma walches television. Others start
shooting because it’s in the family. Pretty Kathy Walsh.
who finished third in the women’s national pistol cham-
pionships when she was only 14, proved to be her father’s
daughter—her father being Colonel Walter Walsh of the
Marine Corps, national service rifle champion in 1952,
Kathy shoots like her pop. left-handed.

Another crack shot. Ruth Smith, California state handi
cap champion, took up competition in skeet, trap and pistol
just to follow in the footsteps of her brother, who was a
sharpshooter. Ruth is proof that females can handle large
calibre weapons and not complain about the kick of guns,
The Los Angeles shot has an all-around battery including
a Remington double 12 O/U, a fully engraved Parker
trap gun, a Winchester Model 12 with fancy wood and
full engraving topped off with a ventilated rib, and a scope-
sighted custom Springfield 30-06. And there isn’t a muzzle
brake or recoil pad among them! The Remington has a
thin cell-type pad, and the Parker and Winchester both
have thin rubber non-slip pads, but they are all for shoot:
ing efliciency-—when that gun comes up to her shoulder,
she brings it in neatly and rocks with the bounce.

Her pistol work is pretty good. ton. Once Harold

15
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Total of 20 guns is owned by Ruth Smith of Los An-
geles, women’s state champ. Average is 95 out of 100.

Shooting instruction is given to wife by Milt Hicks,
prominent shotgunner now with Rhode Island Arms.

Sharp-shooting coed Lucretia Burleson paces varsity rifle
team at Tucson High School. She is former polio victim.

Smith, owner of the nationally-known Harold’s Club in
Reno, boasted that no one had ever beaten him at pistol
shooting. A friend of Ruth promptly wagered the gam-
bling club owner that she could outshoot Harold. To his
surprise this slim lass proved her ability. In esteem of
her skill, Harold presented her with his personal snub-
nosed .38 Smith & Wesson, which she had used to score
higher than him. She also has a K-38 for serious target
work.

The wallop of a big gun is sometimes a problem for
women in competition shooting but they learn to take
the punishment. Skeet champ Mrs. Mandel, who is 5 foot
5, admits that she is physically exhausted after a meet:
“Sometimes when I'm through, 1 can hardly get to the
hotel before I collapse. Yet I never think of being tired
when I’'m shooting. You learn to roll with the kick of the
gun. That’s why you lean forward a little.”

Mrs. Mandel credits her husband with getting her in-
terested in shooting. “I started shooting mostly to please
my husband,” says the Havana-born beauty. “He used
to take me out once in a while to shoot birds. I honestly
thought he was over-enthusiastic about it, but 1 began
working very hard on my own, and now I just love it.
Then, late in 1949, my husband thought I should enter
competition, and that’s the thing that did it.”

The Mandels have fun shooting together, but Mrs. M
says: “We never think about competing against each

16



“World’s Greatest Shooting Team” was billing for Mrs. Adolph “Plinky” Topperwein and her husband who were spon-

sored on tours by Winchester. Ad was famous for shooting 72,491 wooden blocks out of 72,500 in week of shooting.

other. That, T think, is frightfully important between a
husband and wife. We never even bet a nickel for fun,
although, very often, when he beats me, he is annoyed.

He thinks I should do better.”

To keep top honors, Mrs. Mandel uses an all-around
battery. Recently she got a Browning Grade II over-under
12, a striking hunk of machinery costing $450. She also
has an L.C. Smith 12, and others including a .410 Savage
over/under and two foreign doubles in 28 gauge and 36
gauge.

Another wife who is typical of the lovelies decorating
shooting ranges these days is former model Mrs. Evelyn
Primm of Los Angeles, who enjoys a 26-yard handicap
in competition, highest for any woman trapshooter in the
nation. She began shooting three vears ago, because “it
looked like fun.” Using a Remington O/U 12, and re-
cently a Model 12 Winchester Skeet gun with curly-maple
foreend and buttstock, Mrs. Primm has proved to a
skeptical male world that she can shoot as well as the
experts.

The husband-wife relationship has figured in most
cases of outstanding women shooters. In the case of the
most famous woman shooter of them all, Annie Qakley,
outshooting Frank Butler was a prelude to his marrying
the girl. The sly bet of a hotel owner with Butler started
Annie on her way to world fame and Butler on his way

Mrs. Johnny Baker toured with her champion rifle-shooting
husband, won many medals for marksmanship on her own.

17



Most famous woman shooter of all time was Annie Oakley,
immortalized by Broadway in popular Irving Berlin musical.

Belle Starr, notorious outlaw, was famed for ability to
shoot clay pigeons while galloping at full speed on horse.

"~

to the altar. The hotelman, John Frost of Woodland. Ohio.
wagered $100 with sharpshooter Butler that he could
produce a country kid who could outshoot the pro. The
year was 1875 and the pro almost tripped over his trig-
gers when 15-year-old Annie showed up in her country-girl
best: pleated skirt, fringed blouse, wide-brimmed hat over
curls falling to her shoulders—and chaperoned by her
brother. The contestants had rendezvoued two miles out
in the country. &

“Pull!” shouted Butlér, braced at the first trap. He
pulverized his target.

“Pull’” imicked Annie’s girlish voice. She, too,
blasted hers. Butler pulled down his 25th. but the target
had flown two feet beyond the boundary. No misses in
between. Now Annie had to hit the next to pay off. The
target whirred. And young Miss Oakley promptly blasted
it to smithereens with the family muzzle-loader.

Frank Butler couldn’t believe it. A “kid” female best-
ing him! This young genius in marksmanship and game-
hunting intrigued and fascinated him so much that he
married Annie when she was only 16.

Born Phoebe Anne Mozee in 1860 in rural North Star,
Ohio, Annie became perhaps the best-known shooter in all
our history. No man taught this country girl to handle a
gun; the hunger in her family prompted her to sneak out a
weapon to hunt rabbits. Later she earned money bringing
game birds to a Cincinnati hotel kitchen with their heads
cleanly shot off.

Teaming maritally as well as professionally with Frank
Butler, Annie turned in a half century of some remarkable
shooting all over the world. On exhibitions, the teenager
split corks on upside-down wine glasses held by her hus-
band. Their first sensational tour lasted 42 weeks.

Then they hit the big combination that put Annie
Oakley in history books. In Louisville, Ky., on March
1885, they joined “Buffalo Bill” Cody’s Wild West Show
for 17 years of touring. People swarmed to see a young
girl do fantastic things with gunfire. Co-trouper Sitting
Bull dubbed her “Little Sure Shot.” Millions all over
America saw “Buffalo Bill,” amidst Indian whoops and
blank gunfire, bellow: “Ladies and gentlemen, I present
to you. tonight . . . Little Annie Oakley, ‘Little Sure Shot.’
Positively. the world’s champion shot, the only one of
her kind . . .”

She’d dash in on horseback. In a whirlwind, she’d
shoot- ashes from cigars, drill eyes in nickels, plunk tum-
bling eoins, shoot in the touchiest situations while dan-
gling from her horse, all under flickering kerosene lights.

Being with the show world, and having ability to bore
holes. with bullets, Annie gave the much-punched “com-
plimentary  ticket”. its synonym: an “Annie Oakley.”
Ban Johnson of baseball fame started it by exclaiming:
“Your pass looks like an Annie Oakley target”

Back before the turn of the century, this little girl hung
up records for both men and women to aim at:. 4772
glass balls out-of 5000 . . . 945 -straight tossed balls out
of 1000 . . . 50 straight clay birds; 49 live birds out
0f 50 . .. 943 out of 1000 composition balls (with a .22
vifle) . . . six balls in four seconds; five in five—while
swapping guns . . . used three guns on one lofted target

. split edges of playing cards . . . in 25 seconds, with
25 bullets. at 25 vards, punch out a design.

Then there was Dave, the pet dog. Annie shattered
thousands of apples off his nonchalant head. People dived
for dimes she plugged between (Continued on page 53)
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By WILLIAM C. L. THOMPSON

OWN in the Great Smoky moun-
tains of Tennessee, hunters seek

for a royal game—the European wild
boar. Restricted for centuries to being
hunted by nobility, these ferocious
pigs are about as similar to a barnyard
piglet as a rogue tiger is to a tabby cat.
They may not have the edge on
weight, for “civilized” pigs sometimes
weigh a half a ton. But though the
European wild boar is much lighter,
only about four hundred pounds of
fast freight, he sure has the edge on
teeth., Razor sharp, the four-inch

Ferocious boar is cor-
nered by dogs and hunter
gets in some rapid shots.
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Dogs stir boar from its resting place and dart into the attack. But boar, with its sharp tusks, is fast and whitls so swiftly
that few dogs, coming too close, escape being slashed. Dogs chase boars down towards stream where hunter waits.
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Enthusiastic boar hunter is Gen. Jona-
than Wainright, Bataan hero (right).
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tusks of boars have been known to
slash boot leather and leg muscle to
the bone. “Game” like these cloven-
footed fiends is one of the strongest
arguments for carrying a large caliber
handgun in the forest. The hunter un-
lucky cnough to find himself wrestling
with a boar has no time to reach for
his rifle. Ounly a big knife or a power-
ful sidearm can help him then. Pistol-
totin’ hunters are alive today who
might otherwise have lost their guts in
a tangle with a boar.

About 50 years ago some wealthy
sportsman imported a few of these pigs
from their native forests in the Russian
Urals. He thought he was merely
stocking his game preserve with an-
other game animal. Perhaps he was
inspired by accounts of Austrian and
Black Forest hunters who went after
the cousins of his Russian pigs, and
would actually fight these boars with
a short knife as a test of manly courage
and skill. But he soon learned they
were anything but storybook pets.
Away from their natural enemies and

the systematic killing of the Furopean
game keepers whose job it was to keep
the animals to a suitable number, the
Russian boars thrived. Today they are
one of the fastest, most dangerous game
animals on the continent, and the way
they are hunted does nothing to soothe
their tempers,

Yearly there is a wild boar hunt in
the rugged fastnesses of the Cherokee
National Forest, near Tellico Plains,
Tennessee, on the southern borders of
the Great Smokies. Hunters participate
each J'all in so-called “managed” hunts,
arranged by the state game and fish
commission. From all over the coun-
try they meet at Gatlinburg, a resort
town and gateway to the famous for-
est. From here they go to their camps
or hunting lodges, where local guides,
cooperating with the forest rangers,
have planned the hunt.

Wild boar are one of the few types
of game allowed by law to be driven by
dogs. The hunter who runs deer with
dogs doesn’t last long, and other than
small animals like coon or possum,




and varmints like catamounts, the
boars of Tennessee are the only ani-
mals regularly hunted with dogs.
After being chased for two hours by
hounds, a boar is in a pretty bad tem-
per . .. and it is then that he first ap-
pears in your sights!

Rifles used in hunting these boar
can be any of the popular mnedium .25
and .30 calibers usually found for ex-
ample on the 99 Savage or 94 Winches-
ter actions. Increasingly popular are
GI Mauser 8mm’s brought back from
overseas, and the usual variety of cus-
tom sporters appear each season. The
hill-folk prefer 20 gauge shotguns,
loaded with pun’kin balls—the solid
lead slugs possess the knock-down
punch necessary to set a mad boar back
on his heels. At the same time the
shotgun slug may change a graze miss
into a hit by being two or three times
as big as an ordinary rifle bullet. The
dogs bring the boars right up to the
hunter. He has no excuse for a miss,
but an autoloading shotgun or a lever
repeater is a great comfort in close
work.

Typically, the hunt starts at day-
break. As the sun rises above the far-
off ridge of the Great Smokies, a party
of hunters and the guide start off into
the hills. Running close beside them
may be two or three Plott hounds, the
lean, short-haired hunting hounds of
the south. (Continued on page 65)

Head of wild boar, fiercest of
wild game in eastern U. S,
makes fine wall trophy when
it is mounted by taxidermist.

After kill, hunter hugs 400-pounder, Carrying boar home, hunters tie their quarry to strong branch and carry game
which mountaineers call “Rooshian.” in sling. National Forest in Smokies of Tennessee is relatively wild country.
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Trigger of Model 88 moves with
the lever to avoid pinching the
finger and give maximum lever speed.

The lug is the clip latch (right.)

ONE DAY in 1866 engineer B. Tyler Henry handed a
new brass-framed lever action rifle to portly Oliver
Winchester and remarked, smiling, “Here it is, the first
one with your name on it.” Stamped on the top of the
barrel were the words, “Winchester’s Repeating Arms.”
Since then nearly five million lever action Winchester rifles
have been made. The names of these guns, the “Yellow
Boy 1866,” the famous ’73, “the gun that won the west,”
the heavy “Centennial 1876” and the eternal M94 have be-
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By WILLIAM B. EDWARDS

WINCHESTER.S

LEVER

LIGHTNING

Stock block brings sleek contour
of new Model 88 receiver down to
the line of the checkered grip.
Bolt sleeve keeps mud, snow out.

come part of America’s heritage. Now at last comes the
successor to a distinguished line, the streamlined Model 88.

This newest of the Winchester lever guns is about as
much like any one of these five million as a gas-turbine
automobile is to a “horseless carriage.”

Artistically, the new Winchester 88, chambered for the
new .308 cartridge, is clean lined. The symmetrical curve
of the pistol-grip lever repeats the closed curve of the re-
ceiver top. The old, classic squareness of the Model 86 and




NEW LEVER ACTION
HUNTING RIFLE 1S
AMAZINGLY FAST GUN
FOR WOOD AND FIELD,
HAS VERY ACCURATE

TURNING BOLT DESIGN

=

Firing the Model 88 Winchester from a bench rest with scope revealed that
groups of about 3" at 100 yards were ordinary in this light lever rifle.

94, receivers, with their rugged Mormon design, has been
abandoned in favor of a curve which is both easier to
manufacture and is in the trend of modern styling. But
the insides of this rifle are even more up-to-the-minute
designing,.

Project engineer Wally Butler at Winchester has licked
two of the major problems baffling the best talent in the
gunmaking business for nearly a century. The first prob-
lemn was to have a trigger-lever design which was proof
against the shooter getting his finger pinched accidentally
in rapid fire. Ordinary lever guns, with the triggers fixed
in the frame bottom, were dangerous in this respect. Even
John Browning tackled the problem without good results.
His old reliable, known originally as the Model 1886 and
still produced in modern dress as the Winchester Model
71, has the trigger fixed to the frame.

Perhaps the closest approach he ever came to solution
of this problem was in the Model 95 box-magazine design,
the forerunner of the Model 83. The Model 95 was cham-
bered for a line of cartridges including the powerful .405

WCF and the early hot Pyro-loaded M1906 Springfield

cartridge. In the .30 caliber, the Model 95’s achieved a
conflicting reputation. Some liked them, others would get
uneasy about “headspace” resulting from the high pres-
sures in the long, springy Model 95 receiver. Extraction
of ordinary GI ball M2 .30 caliber fired cases from my
Model 95 is very stiff and requires real exertion to keep
the gun going. Yet the headspace checks out okay.
Characteristic of the Model 95 is the separately-mounted
trigger which drops down on a link-bar, as the lever is
moved “open.”

The new Winchester 88 has features which are entirely
new to lever action rifle design. The vision of all lever-
gun designers has been to achieve the action strength and
solid case support of a bolt gun, combined with the smooth
speed of the lever action rifle.

The lever gun has an advantage over bolt action and
other types of non-automatic sporting rifles. It is the
fastest manual action for a repeating rifle, and i necessary,
it can be functioned and fired with one hand. This is im-
portant when firing from the back of a skittish horse at a
sheep-stealing coyote and was one reason that the early
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Trigger and lever unit assembly of Model 88 with bolt detail is shown in phantom view. Parts shown include
(1) rear link, (2) guard latch, (3) firing pin, (4) bolt sleeve lock, (5) sleeve lock pin, (6) bolt, (7) bolt sleeve,
(8) hammer lock, (9) guard, (10) front link, (11) hammer catch and (12) hammer. Not numbered, the staggered
feed detachable clip is shown, with detail of front clip latch for rapid reloading by carrying extra magazines.

Winchesters achieved such tremendous popularity.

An early advertisement claimed that “a resolute man,
on horseback, armed with one of these rifles positively
cannot be captured.” There was some truth to all this, for
the Winchester grew up as a fighting gun, as much a part
of the American scenc as the plough or the revolver.

With all this in mind, 1 unwrapped Winchester’s lalest
prodigy. It was clean lined and very handsome. The same
styling is running through the new Winchester line, with
the Model 77 autoloader .22 recently introduced setting
the style. The metal polish was very fine, better than on
most post-war guns, and the color very pleasing. Lyman’s
new folding elevation-adjustable barrel sight was furnished,
with a hooded silver bead ramp sight. The left rear side
of the receiver was drilled for Lyman or Redfield receiver
sights.

The style lines of the Model 88 werent entirely new,
but the heft and handling sure were. “Man, what a deer
rifle,” I thought as I swung it to my shoulder and drew a
fine bead on an alley cat outside. This was a real hunting
gun! The lever action was slick and easy, equally as

smooth as the Model 1836 which has been called “the
24

smoothest lever action ever designed.” [ think the three
lug, front locking, rotating bolt Model 88 will shake this
crown some.

Recason for the smooth action lies with the bolt linkage.
The entire first half of the lever movement is used to un-
lock the bolt and break the breech seal: “primary extrac-
tion” with full force. Then the bolt moves quickly for
rapid ejection of the fired case. In subsequent firing tests
all cases extracted easily, yet showed no stretch marks or
significant deformation from original size. All my .308
brass was eagerly picked up by a handloader nearby.

When the lever is reversed, the bolt moves slowly at
first, picking up the fresh round and when it is in line
with the chamber, snapping it home surely. With the bolt
open, a magazine holding five shots can be inserted;
otherwise, magazine capacity is four, and one in the
chamber. Light in weight, my Model 85 pushed our postal
scales down 0% pounds, with iron sights. Being left-
handed 1've always liked the lever action guns.

I tried the Model 88 at the range on two different days,
The first day was at once upon receiving the gun. [ hiked
over to George Pearsall’s shop and impatiently waited



Early classic lever gun was John Browning’s slick M86.
New Model 88 beats this one for speed and smoothness,
and unlike the M86, new M88 has trigger in the lever.

twenty minutes while he fitted a Weaver K 2.5 on the gun
in Weaver detachable top mounts, using the holes already
drilled and tapped in the top of the Model 88 receiver.

The ejection port, placed on the right side of the receiver,
allows a low scope mounting directly in line with the gun.
This is the first of Winchester’s lever action rifles to permit
this in-line scope mounting. Pearsall checked the general
alignment and handed me the gun with the exclamation,
“There, it ought to print on the paper now.” The totally
enclosed bolt keeps things inside the gun, and in case of
a primer puncture it prevents gas from getting out into
the shooter’s face.

At the range, I put up a standard 100-yard smallbore
target for an aiming point, which happened to be the only
appropriate sized target I could get at the club house.

The gun functioned well and smoothly. If the lever
movement was not done briskly and completely, from
open to close or close to open, it was possible to get a
hang-up in chambering. This merely required a little
more beef on the lever to force the gun closed. Lever action
fans are well acquainted with this sort of thing happening
in all kinds of older lever guns. There are many contact
surfaces in a lever gun and the tolerances allow some
looseness in fitting parts. These tolerances can be taken
up wrongly and cause some hesitation in the action
operation.

On the bench rest, the Model 88 showed good “hunting
gun” accuracy. With 150 grain .308 Silvertips, a 3”
group of four or five shots was average. The groups

Browning’s later Model 95 for Winchester had box mag-
azine for pointed bullets, was chambered for hot .30’s.
Both rifles used sliding breech blocks, rear locked.

seemed to be consistently in one place on the paper—a
little to the left and high of the bull center.

Winchester claims “bolt action accuracy” in a lever gun.
I did not have a hunting type bolt action gun myself, but
was able to fire three shots with a .300 Magnum which a
fellow at the next bench was shooting. It was scope sighted
of course, a 4x. Completely unfamiliar with the gun, and
with the strange trigger pull I put three shots into a group
about 1345” extreme spread. While this was perhaps not
a fair test, due to the higher power of the scope, and the
fact that it was the highly developed .300 Magnum car-
tridge, I was also able to shoot at the same time, five shots
through a 30-06 Mauser. This particular rifle was one of
the post-World War I Kraut-klobbered jobs with the but-
ter-knife bolt handle, paneled stock sides at the action,
and a re-re-re-casehardened receiver. The caliber was a
trifle sloppy for our .30, being a 7.7min instead of the
correct 7.65mm. Using a gold bead front sight which ob-
literated the bullseye exactly at 100 yards, and a Lyman
aperture of ancient vintage, I put five shots into the paper
very close to each other. Three formed a triangular group
about 1” from each other. The other two hit high and
low making an extreme vertical spread for the group of
about 2”. This was with a rest, and using the double set
triggers.

The .300 Magnum man had a screwdriver and we went
to work on the stock tension of the Model 88 forearm
screw. By loosening it from “dead tight,” it was easy to
feel the springing away of barrel (Continued on page 46)

Winchestet’s styling is getting that “family resemblance”
look with the streamlined, modern styling of their
recently-introduced .22 plinking Model 77 automatic.
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BOY WONDER OF GAY 90'S STILL HAS
RIFLES WITH WHICH HE AND FATHER
AMAZED THOUSANDS AT EXHIBITIONS

WITH SPECTACULAR TRICK SHOTS

By G. H. SALISBURY

Rifles used by Elliotts in trick shooting included Hopkins & Allen .22 (top), Winchester M90, Colt .22 and Colt 44-40.
Helmet was worn by Elliott during performance, has hole made to convince skeptic metal was slight protection.

HE GAY 90’s are remembered by old-timers as an era

of plush prosperity, handlebar moustaches, Little
Egypt, the first horseless carriages and electric lights; it
was also the golden era of exhibition shooting. In the
twilight of the 19th Century, touring shows covered the
broad expanse of the country, each featuring shooting stars
whose amazing feats with rifles never ceased to amaze
thousands. Trick shots were truly in their glory.
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Today’s modern-day shooters have a tendency to look
upon the phenomenal records of some of yesterday’s
marksmen more as legend than fact. Most of the men and
women, whose names were emblazoned on huge billboards
around the nation in the 90’s, are gone. Stories of their
deeds are all second-hand.

But one story that is not is the record of “The Boy
Wonder Of the 19th Century.,” He was a five-year-old



youngster named Fred Elliott, who shot a ball off his
father’s head in one of the most spectacular stunts of all
time. Today Fred Elliott is a slender, agile 71-year-old
optometrist in upstate New York, whose interest in guns
is still intense both from a collector and hunting stand-
point. Extremely modest, he is rather reluctant to talk
about his early days as an exhibition shooter.

Being a confirmed gun bug, I decided 1 would look in
on “Doc” Elliott, as he is now known to his friends and
neighbors.

The first thing Doc told me when I got together with
him, however, was: “I’'m not a gun collector. These are
just guns that have accumulated over the years.”

For not being a collector, he has a remarkably fine
collection. Two sides of the room were lined with glass
cabinets or open shelves. The light gleamed on the pol-
ished wood and shiny metal of shotguns, modern sporting
arms, old rifles and muzzle loaders. All of them are kept
in perfect condition, considering the vears . . . and the
years have been good to Doc, too.

On his den wall there hangs a large framed photo of
a young man in buckskins, holding a “Lightning” .44 Colt
rifle and wearing a Colt DA Frontier revolver. Beside
him stands Doc as a boy, a tiny lad of seven, clutching a
.22 Hopkins & Allen single shot with the stock sawed to fit
his small size. Underneath the picture were the words
“Capt. A. B. Elliott and son, Freddie.”

“Dad took me around with him to the summer fairs,”
said Doc, recalling the crowded fairgrounds of New York
state at Fourth-of-July time. “As a boy I did just what Dad
trained me to do,” Doc told me, smiling. “I never realized
until years later that every time I pulled the trigger Dad
escaped death by only a fraction of an inch!” As I listened
in wonder, he explained to me the switch his father had

CAPT.A.B.ELLIOTT AND SON, FREDDIE,

Poster advertising the Elliott act called five-year-old youth
“Freddie,” a name which he resents as being too familiar.

Steam-powered Locomobile was used as part of act, with targets tossed aloft from moving vehicle. Here Elliott family
gathers on car at Greene, N. Y., Fair in 1902. Fred often shot targets while riding backwards on bicycle handlebars.
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Doc Elliott checks on some of his guns “just accumulated” over the years. His
father knew Buffalo Bill, insisted he was not much of a shot with pistol.

done on the old William Tell story—
it was I'red who shot a plaster apple
from his father’s head.

“In front of a crowd of people,” Doc
went on, “Dad would load and cock
the .22 Colt rifle, then place it upon two
tripods. After walking away 25 feet,
he would stand facing the gun muzzle.
On his head he wore a helmet of light
tin on which was placed a 2% inch
hollow ball moulded of lamp black,
plaster or rosin.”

Dot explained that the rear aperture
sight on the Colt was then turned down,
out of the way, and the front loop of
the old-fashioned “Globe™ sight used
to sight through. “In the heel of the
butt of the gun would be placed a
vertical 14 inch steel red bearing at its
upper end a small, highly polished
sphere. Dad would catch the gleam of
this polished sphere through the hole
of the front sight.”

Demonstrating, Dr. Elliott contin-
ued, “Dad would raise his hand with
finger extended. The band which had
been playing a stirring air would stop
abruptly. In the dramatic hush which
followed, Dad would drop his raised
finger and that was my cue to press the
trigger. The bullet would speed toward
Dad and pulverize the composition ball.”

Fascinated, 1 blurted out “But didn’t
vou ever miss?”’

Seth Millard .35 caliber rifle used by Captain Elliott was handmade by master New York gunmaker. Accessories in-
clude four parts of the bullet swage and an unusual detachable muzzle rest. Front trigger breaks gun for loading.
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“Well, Dad was about 31 years old when we were doing
the stunt,” Doc replied, “and he lived to the ripe age of 80.”

I thought about the black-powder .22 cartridges he nust
have used in that Colt, inaccurate, prone to leading which
could sometimes make a bullet fly wide or keyhole in less
than a box of ammo, and thought of the protection he must
have had.

“One day at the Chenango County Fair right near our
home, when we finished that stunt, a skeptic in the audience
who was slightly inebriated heckled Dad, calling out
‘Captain Elliott, you aren’t taking any chance. That helmet
would deflect a bullet.” ”

Captain Elliott promptly picked up a loaded .22 rifle,
drilled a neat hole in the helmet sitting on the stage, and
tossed the headgear contemptuously to the heckler.

Although this aiming stunt was often the climax of the
performance, the other marvelous shooting tricks seem to
almost equal it. One of the Elliott’s old posters proclaimed
some of the shots performed:

Shooting with a revolver through balls tossed into the
air while riding a horse or bicycle at full speed.

Breaking balls thrown into the air, with rifle bottom-
side up, using lead bullets.

With revolver breaking three balls thrown into the air
at once.

Shooting through composition balls held in the hand
without shattering the balls. (Here the doctor explained,
“The balls were made hollow with a hole at one end and
a ball would be held so that the bullet would enter this
hole and would pass through the sphere without shattering
it”).

Cutting sticks of candy in two in the air with rifle. (Here
he again explained that many of the candies were held
between the lips as well as the fingers).

Fxploding matches, splitting cards edgewise, held by
person at target stand.

Shooting with back to target by aid of mirror.

Having survived these stunts, Fred and his father had
an added feature. When he was ten years old, Doc was
moved forward to star billing on his own.

“I would sit on the handlebars of my bicycle, riding it
backwards around the stage. Dad (Continued on page 60)

|

Two Colt slide-action rifles held by Doc Elliott were used
most by father-and-son team in their shooting exhibitions.

Homemade tubular sight on .25 Stevens Favorite was in-
vented by Fred Elliott when 16. On one hunt Doc Elliott
got 11 woodchucks out of 13 shots with this old gun.

Maynard rifle made by Massachusetts Arms Co. has 30
caliber Millard barrel and Malcolm 10 power scope. Gun
is still favorite of Doc Elliott for shooting and hunting.
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Even strong modern guns like Remington’s M’48
(top) or Stevens M620 (bottom) will blow when 12
gauge shell is fired on top of 20 stuck in forcing cone.

EVEN BEST AND STRONGEST OF MODERN GUNS IS FAR FROM BLOWUP-PROOF

IF SHOOTERS ARE GUILTY OF NEGLECT AND

IGNORING SENSIBLE RULES

By ERVIN P. BARBER

THEY sAY that the nut that holds the wheel is responsible
for most auto accidents. 1'd like to add, from my years
of experience with firearms, that most gun accidents which
cross my workbench are caused by a jerk on the trigger.
A gun in good condition can stand a great deal of wear
without becoming dangerous, but there are limits to the
abuse it will take and still remain safe to use. Although
all guns before leaving the factory are proof fired with
heavy overloads to assure that no hidden weaknesses are
overlooked, there are still cases of guns blowing up. These
can usually be traced to one of two causes: carelessness or
ignorance on the part of the shooter.
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Shotguns are chronic ofienders in blow-up accidents.
Mud, snow or grease in the barrels commonly cause trouble.
The first two are easily picked up by accident when a
hunter slips and falls. Often there is no outward sign of
a plugged bore—until the next shot is fired. Grease in a
new gun, or failure to remove a loose cleaning patch, can
also produce similar results, and with the shot charge
momentarily arrested, the barrel must give way.

In most cases the barrel blows out just behind the
obstruction. As the shot charge is slowed momentarily by
the obstruction, the base of the shot column and the wad-
ding is immediately compressed under the pressure of the



powder gas. The shot and wadding under compression have
nowhere to go but sideways, and the barrel bursts.

A similar effect can be experienced by shutting off the
water faucet quickly and listening to the hammering in the
pipes as the moving column of water is stopped quickly.
The dynamic energy of the moving column of water is
changed to a sideways pressure and dissipates itself in the
blow given to the inside of the pipe. Since the water pipe
is so much stronger in relation to the pressure, all that you
get is noise. A shotgun barrel is much thinner, and the
pressures are greater: so is the resulting hole!

The next most common way to ruin a shotgun is by
inadvertently slipping a sub-caliber shell into the chamber
where it will drop down and lodge in the forcing cone.
The smaller shell is held in position by its rim just far
enough to allow a second shell of the correct gauge to
chamber normally. Shooters who use a 20 and a 12 in
the field often keep shells of both gauges unthinkingly in
their hunting coats, and it is sometimes easy to mistake
one for the other in the hurry of reloading a double. When
the gun is fired, it is almost certain to blow out the barrel
over the chamber.

Pressures alone have nothing to do with this—the charge
simply detonates with a force like dynamite. Nothing can
hold it in. The ammunition companies, alarmed about this
danger, have taken to printing warnings on each shell box
and sometimes on each shell. The dangerous sub-calibers
are a 16 in a 10 gauge, a 20 in a 12, and a 28 in a 16
or 20 gauge gun.

A shotgunner owning guns of different gauges should
make it a policy to empty shooting coats and pockets com-
pletely after coming in from a day’s hunting. This way
the chance of a smaller shell becoming mixed in with a
larger one is avoided.

Damascus or twist barrels are another common source
of trouble. There are many fine guns around with barrels
of these types, which were very highly thought of before
the advent of good steel. Some of them were works of art,
with intricate patterns of alternate iron and steel worked
into the metal by repeated forging and twisting. I have
seen a sample barrel made up in the days when Colt put
out shotguns: the barrel sample had “Colt Colt Colt”

Movie star William Holden, known
for realism of his gun-movie roles,
demonstrates elementary safety rule
of seeing that bore is not obstructed.

A careless double charge in a .38
Special handload lifted the lid off
new “Combat” S & W. Shooter was
fortunately not injured but sure scared.
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Fine English percussion double-gun was destroyed by deliberate ignorance
on the part of the shooter when he loaded Damascus barrels with
modern nitro powder charge “just to see what it would do.” He saw.

Old timers had accidents, too. This Kentucky barrel was dug up in the hills
where hunter disappeared years ago. Blown up gun may have killed him.

Normal 32/40 cartridge (top) is sometimes fired by mistake in much larger
30/40 Krag chamber which ruptures the cartridge case (bottom), and may
release gas into the action and damage eyesight or blow up the gun.
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running in a spiral in the metal.

A very good grade of workmanship
was necessary to make a barrel this
way. It was built up by twisting the
metal around a mandrel and welding,
and a barrel welded from alternate
iron and steel bars cannot be any
stronger than its weakest iron. The
use of higher pressure smokeless loads,
in such barrels designed for black pow-
der, will soon show up this weakness.

Many shooters claim to have been
shooting modern smokeless powder
loads in these guns with no trouble at
all. Some appear to have been shoot-
ing powerful express, high-base loads
for years in “twist” guns. This is like
driving at high speeds with tires worn
down to the fabric. You just don’t
know when something is going to let
loose suddenly.

About 1900 to 1910, solid steel bar-
rels came into general use on shotguns,
but the most expensive kinds still had
quality, hand-made Damascus or twist
barrels. There were shooters who
would have nothing on their guns but
Damascus tubes. Some of the gun
companies “hoosiered up” on them by
etching or painting Damascus patterns
on plain steel barrels. This is one case
where the customer was sold a superior
product, under the impression he was
getting a wanted but inferior kind.

Stevens guns of the better grade, in the
days when Stevens double guns were
built to watchmaker standards, and
sold for $35, with several styles of
Damascus or twist barrels, were adver-
tised as having been proved for use
with smokeless powder.

“Damascus Finish” is usually a
give-away, and the barrels are prob-
ably plain steel. But unless it is cate-
gorically marked “Damascus steel” or
“T'wist,” there is a good chance that the
old, “dangerous” barrel is actually
plain steel. This can easily be checked
by polishing a spot under the foreend
to a high finish, and daubing some cold
blue solution on it. The genuine twist
pattern will apear if watched closely
while the solution is working on the
barrel. If no pattern shows, it is prob-
ably plain steel, and moderate smoke-
less loads can then be used safely.



Cut-away double shotgun barrel shows the ease with which an unnoticed
20 gauge shell can fit in a 12 gauge chamber, blocking the 12’s shot.

The spot test is useful to avoid damaging a fine gun
which has a collector’s value, and returns to safe service a
good gun otherwise thought unsafe. But the true “acid
test” comes next: loading an express or magnum load in
the chamber, with the gun tied to an old tire, and setting it
off by using a long, long string.

If the gun really has Damascus barrels, it may not be
mechanically in good condition. But if it is okay, then safe
loading of black powder charges will give many hours of
shooting pleasure from a Damascus-barreled gun.

Shotguns are prone to a danger due to the design of the
shells. Space must be left ahead of the shell in the chamber
to accommodate the portion of the shell that is turned in
to form the crimp. This extra chamber length allows a
shell longer than the chamber was designed for, to seat
easily.

A 3” magnum shell will readily drop into the 23" 12
gauge chamber. When fired, the crimp is blown out along
the sides of the forcing cone ahead of the chamber. This
taper from the outside shell diameter to bore diameter
when lined with the thickness of the shell’s paper walls,
forms a constriction that prevents the shot charge from
moving freely. (Continued on page 50)

Shotgun barrel (left) split
from having a little snow or
mud near the muzzle while
other barrel burst open by
obstruction in bore, perhaps
a forgotten cleaning patch.
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Reassembling P-38 auto pistol without its essential locking block (small
piece separate) will result in severe damage, may be blowing off slide.



Custer’s last stand, portrayed in Budweiser beer poster
for years, was reenacted in Hollywood movie, “Sitting
Bull.” Film repeated mistakes of poster, showing sabers
used (there were none in the battle) and Colt Peacemaker
carried by Custer (he had an English “Bulldog™). Sitting
Bull’s Winchester #124375 (right) was probably used by
Indian chief in leading his braves into battle in Dakota.

NO survivoRrs! No survivors!

For vears that has been the accepted version of
Custer’s last stand—the Battle of the Little Big Horn in
which Col. George Armstrong Custer and his 204 troops
were wiped out by 2500 warriors of the Sioux, Cheyenne
and Indian allies. The legend of “no survivors™ has been
parroted by militarists, historians and writers ever since
Captain E. Godfrey surveyed the white, mutilated bodies
which covered a slight hill. The scene looked like a scat-
tering of boulders and several soldiers asked: “What are
those.”

“The dead,” was Captain Godfrey’s laconic reply.

The ignominy of Custer’s defeat was stamped upon the
nation’s mind. The slaughter was emphasized by the report
that not a single man had lived. Custer’s campaign repre-
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sented the most embarrassing, uncoordinated and ill-
planned campaign in U.S. history.

But the facts are that there was a last man in Custer’s
last stand!

He was a sergeant named Frank August Finkel and he
died a natural death 54 years after Custer made his last
stand in what is now Montana. I spoke to his widow and
was able to collect the full story of Finkel and his re-
markable escape from the wrath of Indians in the Dakota
Territory. But even more amazing was the way in which
he kept his account of the Custer battle a secret because he
was afraid of being branded a fraud.

Listed on the death roll as Sergeant August Finckle, the
lone battle survivor for years was close-mouthed about his
role. He changed his name to read Finkel and became a




DESPITE LEGEND THAT THERE WERE
NO SURVIVORS IN HISTORIC BATTLE
WITH INDIANS, ONE SERGEANT DID
TURN UP YEARS LATER AND TELL HOW
HE ESCAPED FROM DAKOTA SLAUGHTER

By KATHRYN WRIGHT

Gallant Colonel Custer led all his
troops to slaughter on the Little Big
Horn, but Sergeant F. A. Finkel,
shown with his wife (left) shortly
before his death in 1930, claimed he
escaped before the Sioux swept over
the soldiers. Grassy knoll was soaked
in blood in a scene much like that
recreated for the screen in United
Artists movie “Sitting Bull” (below).
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Only known picture of Sitting Bull standing up was taken

about 1885 when he was with Buffalo Bill Wild West Show.
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Colonel Custer owned many weapons, such as this special
Springfield, but carried Remington sporter in last battle.

prosperous wheat farmer on a northern Montana ranch.

Once he tried to tell his story. He was called a liar and
thrown into the guardhouse as a result. That is when he
vowed to keep silent.

The story of his escape finally came to light only after
his death. 1t proved that Finkel and Finckle were one and
the same.

It was after Finkel’s death in 1930 that his widow, later
Mrs. H. C. Billmeyer of Oshkosh, Wis., sorted through
papers and other possessions belonging to the ex-cavalry-
man. She turned them over to Dr. Charles Kuhlman of
Billings, Mont., eminent Custer battle student and author
of “Legend Into History,” an analytical study of the
Battle of the Little Big Horn.

In Kuhlman, Finkel’s widow found a believer.

Another with faith in the Finkel escape was the late
Charles A. Windolph of Lead, S. D., who had served as a
Seventh Cavalry sergeant under Captain F. W. Benteen.
Windolph wrote Mrs. Billmeyer: “I knew Irank Finkel
well and searched in vain for his body.”

Little would Finkel have cared who believed or scoffed.
He’d learned his lesson at the hands of a questioning officer
at Fort Benton, Mont., in the fall of 1876; and he knew
better than to talk about the Custer episode. Only once in
his later years did he break the silence. That was done to
keep peace and quiet in his home.

Only to stop his wife’s incessant nagging did this taci-
turn, grim-lipped farmer ride reluctantly one day in 1921
into Dayton, Washington, then his home town, to grudg-
ingly describe for a Kiwanis Club audience his experiences
as a runaway farm boy, a green recruit among the men
who followed Custer.

The Battle of the Little Big Horn was at its height when
Finkel was wounded. With his line of C troopers, still
mounted and fighting, carbines and Colts pistols against
lance and arrow, Finkel tried to hold a ridge south of the
hill where Custer in the next half hour was to make his
stand. The ridge faced the river. Beyond that was the
underestimated Indian camp, from which were still coming
the 2,500 hundred warriors who were to wipe out Custer’s
force, almost to the last man!

The route of Finkel’s escape lay from that blood-soaked
knoll in southeastern Montana to a secluded gun runner’s
hut. “We’re trapped like rats,” thought Finkel desperately
as he fired his Springfield .45 carbine at the oncoming
horde. A bullet, probably from one of the few Winchester
’66 carbines the Indians had, struck the stock of his carbine.
The shock numbed him. Another slapped his forehead—
he tried to wipe the blood from his eyes. His fear-crazed
horse plunged through a gap in the mass of painted, screech-
ing savages. Wounded, Finkel lost control of his horse.
Flattening himself over the horse’s withers, the young
sergeant hung on in a wild ride through cavalrymen and
Indians battling to the death.

Three Indians gave chase, and a bullet struck Finkel
in the side. Another shattered his right foot, but the
frantic sorrel gathered new speed and outdistanced the
Indian ponies. The savages fired parting shots and turned
back to the easier targets on the hill.

The horse raced on. Finkel at last got a grip on the
reins and pulling up his horse, slipped to the ground. His
foot still bled. Tearing a strip from his undershirt, he
fashioned a tourniquet. In desperation, gritting his teeth
against the pain, he swung a leg over the light sorrel, and
rode on.
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Springfield 1873 Carbines fired nearly 25,000 standard 45/70 cartridges against the Sioux in battle. Guns numbered up
to 45,000 may have legitimate claim to being relics of the Custer battle if with genuine Sioux or Cheyenne association.

It was afternoon when he broke from the fighting. Now
purple twilight was blackening into night. In the bottom
of a draw he saw a glitter—water! Dazed, weak and
thirsty, he slid from the saddle and strained toward the
water. It was alkali and twisted his stomach: he vomited.
Nearby his horse had rejected the bad water and was
nuzzling the ground for precious moisture. Then its head
lifted alertly as a whinny sounded in the dusk. Two riders
approached. Silhouetted against the yellow sky, their war
bonnets were seen. With a prayer, Finkel slowly drew his
cocked revolver beneath him, and played dead.

The Indians spotted the riderless horse, jumped to the
ground, and crept up stealthily. Circling cautiously, they
cave Iinkel’s apparently lifeless body a couple of kicks.
Then they moved toward the cavalry horse. Finkel rolled
over and fired his revolver twice. Struggling to his feet,
he stumbled over to the prone figures of the Indians and
fired a shot into each for good measure.

Hunger combined with the pain of thirst inside him.
Under sagebrush he saw a huddled shape—a setting prairie
hen. He killed the hen, tossed the bird aside and reached
into the nest for an egg. Head tilted back, Finkel put the
tip to his lips and broke the shell—then gagged at the

Peacemaker Colt .45 #386 stamped
U. S. is like those issued Custer’s men.

thing slipping into his mouth, The egg had been ready
to hatch. The raw bird was no better. Retching, he pulled
himself up on his horse,

The short night passed in a daze of weariness and stiffen-
ing wounds. At dawn, the flat plain was broken by the
jagged outlines of a wooded area. Riding to the timber,
Finkel at last found a stream of fresh water. A short dis-
tance from the stream Finkel came into a clearing, where a
man was chopping wood in front of a rude hut. “One
more step, soldier,” said the woodchopper as he drew a
gun, “and I'll shoot you.” I'inkel, (Continued on page 48)

Silent gravestones at Montana monument mark places where 26 of Custer’s men died, supposedly including Sergeant Finkel.




With the trophies of the hunt
on the wall of his parlor, hunter
Johann Sigot and his son, Arthur,
examine a new Ferlach double rifle.




mountain grouse. It

HE cITY of Ferlach in southern

Austria nestles in the hills like a
cut jewel in the palm of a great hand.
Stretching high to the clouds, walling
the town with slopes of verdant forest
tapering to glittering snowy spires, the
Carinthian Alps near the Italo-Aus-
trian border, have protected this town
through four centuries. Yet no town
has needed less protection: every
workingman in Ferlach and many
women are gunmakers. The entire vil-
lage is one vast arsenal, a city of gun-
makers.

Ferlach gunsmiths are specialists in
supplying a gun “built to order.” The
stock, locks, caliber and barrel length,
engraving, style of buttplate and trig-
ger guard, and even the kind of finish
on the stock, can be to the customer’s
wishes. At present 21 basic types of
hunting shotguns, rifles, and com-
bination shotguns-and-rifles are in the
production program, from .22 Savage
or “Vierling” up to the big .375 Mag-
num, from 20 gauge to 12 gauge.

The mark “Ferlach” on a gun refers
to no single gunmaker, with the ex-
ception of the Iranz Sodia factory

Typical small shop of Ferlach is
owned by Joseph Franzoi, who has
been gunsmithing more than 40 years.
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Single-shot Pirschstutzen is designed for long range
accuracy in hunting auerhahn (above), an Austrian
is favorite of Ferlach hunters.

GUNSMITHS OF FERLACH MAINTAIN 400-YEAR

which turns out about 1,000 rifles a
year. Sodia has equipped his four
shops with modern milling and boring
machinery and rifling machines ob-
tained through the Marshall Plan aid in
1951 and 1952. The rest of the gun-
makers are individual contractors who
are members of the Genossenshaft der
meister Buchsemnacher in Ferlach, a
voluntary membership association
which regulates the work to the best

By FRED H. BAER

TRADITION IN TURNING OUT SOME OF FINEST
HUNTING ARMS MADE ANYWHERE IN WORLD

advantage of all the members. In the
Genossenshaft are 23 buchsenmachers,
meister gun makers, each employing
from two to 20 apprentices, or jour-
neymen and some few women.

Half of all the work done is at

home, with file and cold chisel,

draw-knifing a new stock, or the deli-
cate and exacting skill of engraving.
With a yearly total production of
about 3,000 rifles and shotguns, the




Teutonic relief carving depicts St. Hubertus, legendary patron of hunters, viewing stag with Cross be-
tween his horns. Engraving takes over 130 houts work by craftsman, who will do any design ordered.

Stockmaker Robert Schaschl works on black walnut cured  the people of Ferlach are working comfortably close to
five years, which is grown in vicinity of Ferlach.  capacity the year around.

The demand for Ferlach guns is based on three qualities.
First, the accuracy of the rifles and patterning of the
shotguns places them among the best hunting arms made.
Their rugged durability is a second attraction. Third, for
extra finish and special work, engraving or inlay, fancy
woods and deluxe work throughout, the prices are sur-
prisingly low. Similar American handmade guns would
be prohibitive in cost. One wealthy American sportsman,
the late Ralph Packard, spent $10,000 on just one hand-

Rifle stock from blank to butt is shown. Owners of
Ferlach guns include Shah of Persia and other notables.
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Representing about one-third of the gun’s cost, Ferlach engraving comes in all styles from the realistic sculpturing
of animals of the chase, to fine English-type scroll work. The auerhahn and chamois are favorite patterns.

made rifle which was of a modified Mauser pattern. Yet
despite the high prices, the desire for such arms exists,
and Ferlach “buchsenmachers” believe they will be in
business as long as there are connoisseurs of fine arms—
fine in finish, and fine in shooting.

With 70 per cent of their production going for export,
mostly to America, new life has come in the postwar years
to a 400-year old tradition. That tradition of Ierlach
seems as old as the granite hills which rim it, and as ro-
mantic as the crystal, wine-like air of Ferlach. It is a
hunter’s air, which carries from the forests in season the

strange cry of the birkhahn and auerhahn, the world’s
wiliest game birds, or the mating call of the red deer . . .
everywhere is the spirit of “waidmann’s heil.” It is the
greeting and salute of the jaeger to the hunter after a
successful hunt, and carries with it friendly commenda-
tion of a job well done.

Now it is the hunt which keeps the forges of Ferlach
glowing. In the beginning it was another cause, Vulcan
had Mars for his bellows-boy.

In the 16th century, Austria’s Emperor Ferdinand I
(1522 to 1564) brought 100 master gunsmiths from Liege,

Ball vise holds breech with lock plates fitted
skilled Ferlach engraver works out intricate pattern.

Students in the gunsmith school learn engraving by
using stuffed animals as models in Ferlach classroom.
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Master gunmaker wearing Ferlach traditional uniform
instructs youthful apprentice in Blitz trigger mechanics.

Checking straight bore on 3-barrel
gun is done by means of tight bow-
string which casts shadow line along
barrel interior that is warped where
bore is bent before straightening.

a city then under Austrian rule and now Belgium. These
Flemish and Walloon gunmakers, many of whose names
survive today in the families, were settled in Ferlach to
build weapons for his soldiers.

Each of the 100 was a master in his own field—whether
barrel-making, lock-filing and fitting, stock making, fin-
ishing, decorating, assembling or “setting up,” adjusting
and regulating. Fach gun passed through the hands of
eight masters before delivery to the warehouses and the
Imperial Army. The trade was taught by father to son.

Since each master produced only a part of the com-
pleted gun, a governing and coordinating organization
was necessary. The Ferlacher Genossenshaft, or co-opera-
tive, was first organized in 1577.

The Buchsenmachermeisters, or master gun makers, of
Ferlach were a distinguished company. Formed into a

guild, they were virtually the cxclu-
sive arms makers for the Empire from
1590 to 1815. Special privileges in-
cluded their own uniforms, and a
Schuetzen {raternity active until 1918.
Many of the present-day gunsmiths
still wear the quaint regional uniform
on dress occasions.

The industry humined with orders
for the Imperial Army. The Thirty
Years War (1618 to 1648) absorbed
all Ferlach could produce. Muskets, rifles, carbines and
pistols replaced bows and lances for the Imperial Cavalry,
keeping the Ferlachers busy. During the reign of Charles
VI (1711 to 1740), a state-financed bayonet and ramrod
factory was added by the nearly 200 licensed master gun-
smiths then employed. During the next 40 years, the
height was reached in war production, when the entire
Imperial Austrian Army was supplied with Ferlach weap-
ons. Then 300 gunmakers were listed, and 22 barrel mills
were in full operation.

So important were the military orders, that an army
testing and inspection command was established there,
with one officer and 30 men on permanent duty.

During the Napoleonic wars from 1800 to 1815, Ferlach
delivered 126,752 muskets, 47,044 carbines, and 56,956
cavalry pistols to the Austrian Army. Twice, in 1809 and
1813, Ferlach was threatened by French invasion. The
Ferlach gunmakers evacuated all the gun parts both times
and floated their whole arsenal down river to safety ... a
considerable saving in cash as well as weapons.

The large Army orders were (Continued on page 55)



CARTRIDGES

QUIPS QUOTES & QUERIES

By STUART MILLER

Rare Allen Lip-Fire Cartridges

HE DESIRE of gunmakers to get around Smith and Wes-

son’s cartridge patent of 1856 and still make metallic
cartridge revolvers brought forth some peculiar results.
One of them was the Allen lip-fire cartridge with the prim-
ing compound in the projecting lip at the base of the
cartridge.

These cartridges were made in four calibers. Each cali-
ber was given a model or catalog number. The .25 caliber
was No. 50; the .32 cal., No. 52; the .36 cal. {or their
Navy Revolver was No. 56; while the .44 caliber for the
Army Revolver was No. 58. The .25 cal. was for a seven-
shot revolver, and was packed in conventional boxes of

50 rounds. The .32, .36, and .44 were all for six shooters,
and as can be seen in the photo were packed in boxes of
24. rounds to give four cylinders full.

In the label, the manufacturers place great emphasis on
the fact that these are “Water-Proof Pistol Cartridges.”
Now we take this for granted, but in those days, when
most of the pistols and revolvers were still being fed loose
powder and ball, this was indeed a selling point!

I was unable to find out what these lip-fire shells sold
for originally, but found them listed in a James Bown
& Sons, Pittsburgh, catalog of 1875. They state that while
these cartridges were no longer being manufactured, they
still had three calibers available. The .25 calibers sold
at $1.25, the .32’s at $2.50 and the .44 calibers sold at
$3.00 per 100. There is a chance that these prices may
represent a close-out sale of semi-obsolete items, rather
than regular list price.

All of these cartridges that I have ever seen were made
either by Allen and Wheelock, or their succssors, Ethan
Allen & Co. both of Worcester, Mass. This latter com-
pany also made a few varieties of rim-fire ammunition.

Multi-Ball For Shooting

If you've considered the multi-ball as purely a military
cartridge for guard duty and riots, I have news for both

of us. The Phoenix Metallic Cartridge Co.—later the
American Metallic Cartridge Co. of South Coventry, Conn.
-—~turned out quite a line of center fire and rim fire multi-
ball cartridges. Turner & Ross of Boston in their 1880
catalog gives quite a writeup on them:

“Three Balls At Once! ... The greatest invention in
ammunition ever perfected . . . Dozens of similar car-
tridges made, but they all leaded the rifle barrel and spoiled
it. With the New Phoenix Cartridge, this is impossible.
An envelope of papier mache completely covers the balls
protecting them from the rifling . . . These cartridges will
put all three balls through a man’s body at 150 yards and
even farther! The following are the only calibers that can
now be furnished: .44 S&W Army Revolver, American
Model; .44 S&W Army Revolver, Russian Model; .44
M.H.&Co Army Revolver; .45 Colt Army Revolver; .44
cal. Evans Rifle; and .44 caliber Straight Rifle cartridge.
all center fire, and .44 caliber rim fire rifle cartridges . . .”
Prices ranged from $1.80 to $2.50 per 100.

Personally I take that statement about the accuracy and
penetration at 150 yards with considerably more than a
grain of salt! Advertisers were not exactly modest about
their claims, even in those days.

Since the company also put out bird shot cartridges with
the same type paper shot container, the multi-balls are
usually hard to spot. About the only way I have found,
is to try to feel the contours of the load through the en-
velope, but be careful not to damage the paper.

One of the more colorful means of advertising shotgun
shells were the display shells. These were generally sent
out to the hardware dealers, in sets of five or six shells,
either by the ammunition companies or their jobbers.
These dummy shells usually had a transparent window set
in the side of the shell, so that the construction of the shell,
the powder, shot, and wads, could be shown and explained
to the prospective customer.

One of the most interesting display shells that 1 have
seen is shown below. Brought out in the early
1900s, this display shows the various makes of smokeless
powder that were factory loaded in the Winchester
“Leader,” “Repeater,” “Metal-Lined” and ‘“Pigeon” shells.

The shell is six inches over all, and has the high brass
base of the 12 gauge Leader.

The powders shown are: New E. C., Walsrode, Ballistite,
Du Pont, L & R Infallible, E. C. No. 1, American Dead
Shot, New Schultze, Rifleite, Hazard Blue Ribbon, New
Troisdorf, and E. C. No. 2. The colors of these powders
include black, deep blue, red-brown, green, orange and
pure white.




Colt To Make Single Action Again

Biggest news of the year is the announce-
ment from Colt’s Manufacturing Company
that the famous “Peacemaker” single action
Colt revolver, discontinued in 1946, will
again be offered to the shooters of America
who have always wanted one of these fine

By H. Jay Erfurth

historical firearms. The calibers will be .45
and .38 Special, both 5%” or “Artillery”

COLY FROMIIER 515 SHOGTER

be fitted.

barrels and 7%"” or “Cavalry” barrels will

The proof is in the pulling!

of fittings for full range, .22

We kinda feel that Guns Magazine
will pull in lots of new readers . . .
just as easy as our bullet puller
pulls bullets!

<

TRANSPARENT
INERTIA BULLET PULLER

Prevents distorted bullets and cases . . .

saves “loads” of time! Just place cartridge
in proper fitting, insert in puller head and
strike puller sharply. Out comes the bullet

—ijust like magic!

Made of hard, durable Tenite plastic.

36,605

POSTPAID

Price includes complete set

Hornet thru .45/70 plus
most wildeats and magnums,

> .
GUNS TRANSPARENT

POWDER FUNNEL

31.00

EACH

Postpaid

Range
From
22 Hornet

Through

No inserts —
No adjustments —
One funnel loads
full range

T
'
)
i
t

The “Peaeemaker” will be produced in
limited quantity and will be built precisely
as it was made before World War II, that
is it will be a forged gun with case hardened
frame and the old original hard rubber grips.
It will be manufactured on limited tooling
on a more or less handmade basis, and pro-
duction quantities will be limited. The gun
is expected to be availahle in small mumbers
during October. A tentative price of 8125
is announced.

Do NOT write to the Colt Company to
order one of these guns. Place your order

through your local firearms dealer. The less
letterwriting the folks at Hartford have to
do on this gun, the f{aster they can make
them and ship them to your dealer.

Nosler H-Bullet

Jou~x NosLEr, maker of the famous “par-
tition jacket bullets,” offers a wide variety
of bullet weights for the handloader. The
Nosler H-design employs a bullet jacket
with a solid partition midway in the slug.
This permits controlled expansion to more
than double the bullet diameter for the first
half of the bullet, but the base will hold

together instead of flying into fragments.
This permits good penetration and shocking
power with bullets of ordinary weight and
velocity, Bullets in .30 caliber are offered
in 150 grain, 180 grain, and 200 grain
weights, while 7mm aud .270 bullets are also
in the line. Prices are modest for precision
bullets, Nosler (382 Wightman Street, Ash-
land, Oregon) sets prices in the different
calibers at about $4.50 to $5 per box of 50
bullets.

ﬁ/t&ﬂ/ﬂf—\
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““Now here’'s my deal for

right now.

JAPANESE NAMBU
8 MM AUTOMATIC

8 MM AUTOMATIC Good conditlon.
A famoyx xouvenir and a lrul) remarkabie
weapon, Only a fuw left. $19,

FAMOUS GUN CEILIN
B

SEND 32 for BIE wa CATALOR
Nevwe soia wil such 2 pua
e be madel l ves veem any-|
thene uu ETig you copyl
bick to e ang Vil mall yow your
Bk pron

that Scotland Yard wanted to unload a rogue's galtlery fu:l
of pistols and revolvers that they've been lifting off of
thugs and scalawags over there for the last fifty yvears.
I bought the whole batch and they're sitting out back

Y ETNA ST VU A SO )

you. Some time ago I got word

time (not out in the yard).

NINE DIFFERENT SECRET POLICE AUTOMATICS!

If all the characters who ever owned these guns got together there would bhe as much
hootin’ and sheotin’ as a amall war. How did I get em? That old U. S. Wampum

every time, And you’ll never see these guns this cheap agajn, I'm offering a deal, Buy
three or more and take 50 off the total. g9, BROWNING .32 AUTOMATIC — You've
1. QALESI .23 CAL, AUTO — Brand new always wanted LY Browning. Here's your
Italian gun. This is how they ha\c- been chance, You won’t see them at lhln price
saying hello in Trieste. ....." .$29.98 agnin. Good condition, ... -..924.99
2. SAUER ,32 CAL. AUTO — R.'lre double-
action model specially deslred by Nazi
officers . ... .. i $22.50
3. SPANISN AR .32 CAL. AUTO
= The beauufu made I-alnnxlm. tavo-
rite . -$17.30
4. OITOIIS 32 CAL, AUTO — Pre-war
German, clean lines, Lots fell into hands
of anti-Nazi underground. . 19.98
8. MAUSER MODEL 1910 AUTO — .32
caliber, pre-war, Here's the most famous
name in European firearins, 't leave
it out of your collectivn. . -$19.88
6. LE BASQUE .32 CAL. AUTO — Thesc
anw B lot of close nuarter. violent action

COLT 455 AUTO PISTOL

A real collector's item, Orlig-
inal blue, very good conditlon.
Only a few in this country. Made
for British government, If you want to
shoot .45 cal, A.C.P. ammo all you need is an
American .45 clip and you're in business. $39.95
ENFIELD .410

SHOTGUNS . $38.50

Very rare and unusual. Looks exactly like an
Enfield .303 but really a .410 gauge single shot,
Used by British officers in Indla for bird
shooting.

GREAT WESTIRN FRONTIER SIXSHOOTERS

337, 33, Tip
X m:?f‘;vh Y

¥ BARREL: 434", 3107, TLa"
uuon;.?'n Fgti
~ Darred
AT Wi T et
5,0 g

4
~ SMITH &
WESSON 3PECIAL
$125.00

pt!
387 ) Fix
ha e, (F e
ATOMIC "E.' f'u‘é""m Dhasdueslls
ey 5

N4
Fires short, long, long rife.

N
LIRS
FRAREL 43 Caniner

22
REVOLVER
$84.50
BARREL: 3%, 14"
Llnuv: ovln‘lu,l [

DN Fixed standara
sirte sclion Army. (7
et adfaaabie

45 COLT

SHERIFF'S
MODEL
$97.50

Eardening colors on
FHAME( 43 Caliher
All Great Western Frontier Sixshooters are

unconditionally guaranteed for 1 year against
defects in workmanship and material.

HY HUNTER'S FRONTIER
SIXSHOOTER CAT. #4

Complete catalog of guns at low pricea. I am

now dellvering in all pnpulnr calibers from .22
5“0 to .45 caliber, SEND for my blg PHOTO

CATALOG No. 4 Kl‘»lng full informatton on
new Frontiers, gold and silver presentation
modely, fAattop target modcls, special grips,
belty, helsters, ammo.

poat
paia

SRR PLEASE ENCLOSE WITH GUN ORDERS

| hereby state that | am a citizen of the United

of the United States, the several siates, territories, possessions or the District of Columbia of o crime of

high in the Pyrences Mountains of Spain
during the suanlwh Civil War. Gaod condi-
tion ... $18.350
7. CESKA 330 CAL, AUTO — The Czech
Secret Police usc

this deadly accurate
weapon, Good condition. .., ..... $19.98
8. BAYARD .32 AUTO — Only the size of
a ,23, this is world's smallest .32 suto-
matic platol. A real "'find” for collectors,
This_German-made gun was a favorite of
the Gestapo. Good condition. .. .. $24.98

,

AZINFORCID BHOOYING GLBYK — apeeily your glore slrs
-~ or wnd tractng of your band, Epectfy righi or beft hand, §2.73 esch.
EXTRA BTAINGS (You
ret coe with 1he bow) —

$1.50 esch

FAMOUS FIBEAGLAS LONG BOW, finest in America. say wnat pull you want from 235 te 10 puuna
Beautiful Anish, practically (ndeviructible. Doa't buy that 30-pound model for the little woman. F24.50 each,

complets. Hix Zi* NUNYING ARAOWS, 37.68 — Eight 18~ TARGET ARROWS, J373.

COWHIDT HUNYING QUIVER
Kboulder style. $#4.73

SRITISH JUNGLE HELMET —
“Thia s tbhe suthentic Lmported article, -
selling for 915,50 in larger U.8 clifes Tard by Brituh
1roops in Africa. India. I made o big desl ¢u Whse. Terrifio for
sumpier fahing, huniing, outdoor work. Band your hat slse and $4.03

LITTLE ATOM PISTOL COLT NEW SERVICE -

I o amall uny (he end of your thumb but  .357 Magnum, 67 Bb). The
“sounds ¥ world's most powerful

“'“"P"’,.“' ] e World*  handgun, Whan thia one talks
" itn peail e Corei P8 therv's thunder fa the hills. Excellnt
ramrod and a capule of blanks, $2.95  condition ........ ..., .$458.50

EUROPEAN COI.LECTOR'S
e 0 SPECIAL

xmo by Mhaes & % Remington. ¥4
conition. You dog't ses thix
peice every dl,

.50
SMITH & WESSON FRONTIER .44

Specisl purchase of antique
European mm--ry revolvers in
nre nld \mu\ull u-nh- um

rmcmdmon
6 for $50,00 3 for $28.50

Collectord!,

WEBLEY FOSBURY .48S CAL. AUTO
Automatie revolver, precision British
manufacture. Exceptionally rare and
unusual mechanism. Military and Auto
collectors — a must for you, Only source
in U8, Stoeger offered these guns years ago
for 875 each, w, extremely limited.
Special price. .. .$49.98 N

Y VER — .455 cal.
This uhort. bnrreled model was lomz used
by the Royal Irish Constabulary and has
a grim reco as o man stopper at close
quarters, Beautiful shooting piece.$18.50

WEKBLEY-QREEN .455 CAL. G-inch barrel,

‘Will take a .45 Colt shell. A anecial gun,

non-lssue, Carried by high-ranking Brllhh
$1

Officers ........u..niioiai Very rare, only a few on hand, Used .by

bw:.\l-\'ivl MK VI .4S5 CAL. 'll;hh l!s _l'_.llc- British Navy in World War I. -$29.98
ig Webley with the €-inch barre he t

last .435 caliber s(\m ever used by Dritish ﬁ?,‘.'" ,,'ul |,.|:: ,.,:",,:"::,::l'n:r':,l,:mu(‘o! nnml

Empire forces .. .$17,50 new  Colt bnrrvlu nnd‘eyg:\derso Your chalce of

clither .28 & orixinsl Cc"
6-INGH BARREL S&W .38 REVOLVERS ~ S&W .38  balent -S178
wliber Military and l" e model, 8-inch bll'l'!l

brlkhl Llue finiah. I made s tlnlullr purchase on
Lthese Desutiful revolvers. They are in like-brand-
new condition, Thia s the gun Dﬂftmd by moat
U.S, police departments 37.30

BEEN SPINNING YET?

I never caught so many flah aince t took it up. Here's an oumt I personally recommend and will atand
behind beosune I anaked out a atring of grandaddy fish with it. You (o(rrite all Ihelt ﬂem- and you'l
find lhey cost you $41.00 not counting your time. I made a big volum yours complete for
$29.98. (If you don’t catch enough fish send all back for refund, how's that,) 1 — 2 Dlece ‘Ilu spinning
rod, 1 —of these terrifle new all n)lnn uplnnlnx reels (can't rust), 2 spools monoflament, 1 each atringer,
'k of split shot, Pflueger Handi P: { xnaps and swivels, 2 each 0/1 aplnn:rl. line clips, 1 each
{ Hawk spinner, Hawk wlnnlng lure. beaded spinner, Little Flippy, 1% s Streamer lure.
bma foat, ﬁmd size balt box, rod bag. (That's a regular $20.00 red and nnllnr m 50 reel. Pretty
& eal,

WEBLEY & SCOTT .458 AUTO PISTOL
Model 1913. One of the largest and
most powerful handguns in history.

States and that | have never been convicted in any court

"*Some of these guns are so old they look like they had
bows and arrows traded in on them. Some of them are
guns I never even heard of. They aren’t in mint condition
but I can guarantee that they were kept inside all this

“I'll ship you 2 of these guns to hang on your wall for
$17.00 or. three for $23.00 together with a notarized personal
letter from me verifying their origin. If you don’t hke em
you can ship 'em back and I will refund your money.’

SCOTLAND YARD GUNS

SCOTLAND YARD GUNS

COLLECTORS

TWO DIFFERENT

Il700
FOB BURBANK
THREE DIFFERENT

2300

FOB BURBANK

AMERICAN

SPECIAL! ¥,

JUST PURCHASED!

Just purchased a large grevp of Early American pistals
and revolvers, Such names es Baby Hammeriess, Har-
rington & Richardeos, Hopkins and Allen, Forehend,
Aeslna, Whitaey, Iver Jehnien, Defender, Stevens
Smaker, Moore, elc., eft., hundreds end hvndreds of
the litle beautles. No special cheice but I'll pick out
geed enet tor yev, all dIff; i, Twe ter $17,00. Three
for $23.00, Five for $38.00,

BAYONETS ror many years new I'vc
all over the wer!

been sending out

find these, 've IM almest 07
ever made, | n- mn [ x

ferent hinds for ll $10,

INT KINDS FOR Y125, oo

WHEN YOU COME TO CALIFORNIA VISIT MY
MAMMOTH GUNS STORE IN BURBANK RIGNT
NEAR LOS ANGELES. 20,000 GUNS ON DISPLAY

COLT NO. 3

DERRINGERS!
One v the most Manly etied exlectors piecss eres ctered. Co-
wmm. se le mey wem 1 stunbled on 3 whols cache of thers
“They're all In good eondti|

. 41 Cal, some blue fnlh. some ntekel.
Nere's a mm to ruttle )wr uppers| $49.85

AUSSIAN NAGANT REVOLVES, Billl used by Rusiian officere
we have were captured by the Vun o Realingrad snd Hse-
here. Later were Lied off ¢ 1L later hoves traded by

»
Iy Hunter. Geod condition. .

azia
-1 u

PANCHO VILLA CARBII tﬂcd with conquest in

the hands of Pancho \ul- lnd Mix rasters in e Mexican uoria g
aeminy Diss. 7 M3 raliing block. Falv condition. A grest coliector's
plece ... $15.50

PANCHE VILLA RIF
Fair conditon, One

. A real powerhousa, 1 3 rolling block.
iese would Jook wrem over your fireplace
Tiesn
MODEL 98
MAUSER ACTION

Here's the standard lwl K(loﬂ that is used to
bul;dmwwlml 7illes In_the foliowing calibers:

[\

3006 ava|
7 MM Mauser and mny other mvlll calil With this

plete action, all you need is a chambered barrel In the ullbﬂ
you desice and a nod stock to assembie your owa cuttom sperter,

Send 50¢ for each action ordered to corer pastage. $14.95

MODIL 93 MAUSIR ACTIONS
This short action |3 HMS:LM lltﬂ“mcﬂll n Nlldlll( w(hl

rifles such as the 300 l’ft 34 Reml
(257 Roberts and 3 hest o' other Vi

mnummuuumtlm 2 chambered bareel in

your favorite caliber snd you're

Send 50c for each actlon e e postage. ]3.95

8. & W. TYPE SPANISH —breaktop .455 Cal. Good
conditlon, Here's a powerful uhoo(er you don't gee in
many collectlons. We stole thea '$9

arminter

DEN SPECIAL LONG QUNS—T juat corraled 5.000
Runa from all aver the world, rayrenalnng darn neasr
every country }ou AL heard of, While they last,
ry for $12. 50, 2 for 320, 3 for $25.

SMM. Unigue mecha-
Mﬂ on

Used Frei
Communigia in lndn-ChInl. Good mndlllm .l ”

VERY EARLY LEBEL., 11MM. Very early French
militiry Afdearm (1873-74). An extrem
cullectar'a item, These guns were used
Franco-Prussian War (hlack powder), .. ... 1

HOW YO ORDER GUNS

Send meney erder er check made payable te Hy Hunter.
if you want tomething sent C.0.D. 1end o deperis of
1/3. EASY PAYMENT HAN: Select the type of gun @
merchondise of yeur choice taday and pay fer it in full
leter! Just send 10% of tetal price en any purchave and
we will immadiaiely spen an occeunt in yeur name. As
lang os ane year ia pay and ne corrying charges. Yev
may pay as much o er az litle a3 you wish such menth,
When yeur cwcount It pald In Rl we will then select
your gun or other merchandise from eur huge reck end
thip Immediataly,

Y HUNTER

violence, nor am | ot present under indictment or a fugitive from justice,

SIGNATURE

DATE

AGE

HY HUNTER'S BRASS BOUND
JRON CLAD GUARANTEE

If you don’t like it return it within 30 days of
the dats you receive it and the store will refund
your money pronto,

3029 West Burbank Bou'evard Burbank 53D, California
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Send for my unusual collection of
patterns. Useful for carving, check-
ering or stippling gun stocks, pistol
grips, etc. Hundreds of animals,
birds, decorative designs, initials.
Plus transfer carbon. Only $2.00
postpaid, check or cash.

C. H. KLEIN, Jr., P.0. Box 2591,
Roselawn, Cincinnati 37, Ohio.

A MILLION THRILLS!
High Power

BINOCULARS

30 DAY FREE TRIAL
Finest Precision Optics
Money Back Guarontee

Easy Pay Plan

Fm/ Catalog & Book

“How to Select Binoculars™

Dept. 135, 43 E. Green
P ] Calif,

33 Models
$Q95
up

BUSHNELL Binscutars

WINCHESTER’S LEVER LIGHTNING

(Continued from page 25)

from stock. There was a consequent change
in group size, the last group fired exceeding
five inches for five shots, vertically, and
about four inches on the horizontal.

Next day I went out determined to do
some fine adjusting of the fore end screw
and see what happened. On this day my
partner, Herb FErfurth, did the shooting.
All shots were fired from sandbag-bench
rest. In the best five shot group three shots
made a group 1-11/16” by %”. The two
other shots opened these up to 2-13/16”
high by 1-11/16” wide. Severe trigger creep
was felt on two shots.

WITH THE

Set of 5 loaders
in weatherproof
plasti-calf case

$ 5.|]ll

NOW!. . . LoaD ANY TUBULAR
.22 RIFLE IN SECONDS

DAVIS CARTRIDGE DISPENSER

No more fum-
bling for shells.
¢ In cold weather,
load gun with
gloves on.

e Simple to use.
No instructions
needed, pictures
show how.

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

Shipped Postage Paid —

DAVIS DISPENSER CO.
3915 Riverside Dr.

Set of 5 load-
ers in genuine
leather case

56.00

Loaders made of rust-proof aluminum tubes for
lightweight and years of service . . . each tube holds
10 long rifle cartridges or 12 longs or 15 shorts.

No C.0.D.s

Chino, California

for the power desired.

PECAR / BERLIN Vari-Powered Scopes

Top: 3x to 7x
Bottom: 4x to 10x

x 81..... 58.00
Two new great scopes to give the American 6 x59..... 60.00
shooters the finest in German optics and workman- 8 x4..... 85.00
ship. P Vari-P d
The only vari-powered scopes in which it is possi- ecar s:;:,e,owere
ble for the shooter to have the correct size reticle 3x to 7x... 95.00

Nils O. Hultgren, Los Angeles, custom stockmaker:
“The Pecar is a fine scope, my customers are real
gun nuts and in my sample scopes I have a Pecar
Scope. Their choice is usually the Pecar.”

Pecar/Berlin binoculars will soon be ready for delivery.
Ask your dealer to show you the Pecar Scope. Free Literature.

Charles w. Leavell Sumter, South Carolina

Other Pecar Scopes
23 x 64..... 52.00
4

4x to 10x...100.00

AuthorizedJobber
Inquiries Invited

This same day we timed the gun for
“rapid fire.” At the “Go!” I pumped five
shots from “lever open” to the last shot
fired, in six seconds. With more practice,
a shot a second could easily be fired, giving
a “cyclic rate” of fire of hbetween 50 and 60
shots & minute.

The design of the lever which allows you
to keep your finger on the trigger was
strange as it is entirely different from the
familiar lever movement. It is perhaps the
difference between the old hand shift and
a new Hydramatic drive.

The three front bolt lugs support the
cartridge solidly. One of the Model 88
receiver assemblies, screwed onto a Mann
barrel in a machine rest, should keep the
shots as close as the ability of the ammuni-
tion to group. The gun is inherently a bolt
action gun, fast with the lever, and poten-
tially accurate. The practical accuracy is
good—yet it is not especially better than any
other hunting rifle, including lever action
rifles of earlier manufacture. The reason
for this is the take-down design.

The stock fore end screw holds the Model
88 action and barrel into the stock. This ties
into a tapered block which dovetails into the
underside of the barrel. There is no con-
ventional recoil lug on the receiver. The
barrel screws into a forged, machined re-
ceiver. At the rear end of the receiver, it
is bored with a true cylinder dimension, in
line with the bolt cover or housing. Fastened
into the stock, is a solid “standing breech.”

The Model 88 has a ring-like turning ex-
tending about 1/32” from the solid breech,
which fits inside of the rear end of the
receiver. This solid stock block receives
the blow of the rearward-moving bolt when
the lever is operated. Through the lever
arm, around the center of the fore end
stock screw, a torque occurs. This tips the
receiver up a few thousandths of an inch at
the rear end, and changes the stress rela-
tionships between fore arm and barrel at the
stock screw. By grasping hold of the scope
tube, and pulling slightly, this movement
was very perceptible. The more times the
barrel and action is removed from the stock,
causing wear on these non-hardened sur-
faces, and the longer the rifle is shot with
full-load ammunition, the more wear will
occur at this point and the looser it will get.

This looseness will never progress much
beyond a “wiggle,” but it will affect accuracy
and the grouping ability of an otherwise
fine rifle. The correction of this design is
simple. The action must be made tight at the
rear in the stock, just like a bolt-type ac-
tion, to achieve reliable holt-action accuracy.
A home gunsmith could easily cut a flat on
the rear radius, and fit a steel block screwed
to both receiver and stock block at once.
This would make takedown difficult, but the
purpose of a “one screw” takedown seems
obscure to me.

The gun is not a “takedown model.” If
Winchester changes the “takedown” to a
non-takedown variety, with a solid receiver
tang screwing securely to the stock, the
accuracy should increase. If not, they still
have a rifle to be proud of—a damn fine
lever gun built on modern principles of
strength, smoothness, and safety. O]



THE SAD TRUTH ABOUT THE 9 MM. LOAD

(Continued from page 13)

the depth of the punehed-out depression and
based on numerous trials came up with a
good, solid rating figure. Firing was at the
customary 15 feet. Order of merit reads

thusly:
1. 357 Magnum
2. 30 Mauser
3. 45 ACP
4. 38 Super Colt
5. 38 Special
6. 9 mm Luger

Finding a supply of cement building blocks
nea: my shooting grounds, I next tried these.
I found on weighing a half-dozen of these
targets that the average weight was 36
pounds for the webbed block, 16”x8%"x8%".
Tests produced this data in order of rating:

38 Super Colt. Clean penetration from
end to end of block, Better than either the
357 or 45 ACP!

357 Magnum. Penetration. Considerable
flaking off inside webbing. Not as spectacular
or marked as 38 Super.

45 ACP. Did not completely penetrate
the length of block but flaked off inside
webbing very strongly.

38 Special. No penetration to length of
block but flaked off inside webbing.

9 mm Luger. Did not penetrate entire
length of block. Little flaking within web-
bing. Unimpressive.

30 Mauser. No penetration. Poorest show-
ing of all weapous.

I strapped four blocks of paraffin together,
each chunk with a weight of half-pound,
giving me a target which weighed two
pounds, and presenting a mark whicl: had
great depth but little forward surface. Order
of merit on these tests were:

1. 45 ACP.
2. 357

3. 38 Super
4. 38 Spl

5. 9 mm

6. 30 Mauser

Eager to evolve some kind of a test which
would give me an understanding of the dis-
ruptive effect of the various bullets, and get
away from solely studying penetration, I
gathered up a lundred empty paint cans,
square in contour, and with tightly fitting
caps. These cans I filled with water.

The 357 Magnum won this round by a
head-and-shoulders margin! The 158 grain
bullet, whipping along at 1450 feet per sec-
ond, simply compressed that water and when
pressures rose so high the flimsy seams
would not hold anymore, the can burst like
a stick of dynamite was tucked inside. It
was spectacular, believe me! Despite the fact
that all the manufacturers have drawn the
teeth of the good old 357 Maggie, reducing
velocities from the 1525-1600 feet seconds
we enjoyed before World War II, the Doug
Wesson dream child has still got a lot of
oomph.

Second money was claimed by the 45
ACP. The big gun, according to my notes,
was only shaded by the 357. Every seam
was opened and the can was a mis-shapen
hunk of tin. Very impressive! Third place
went to the 38 Special; fourth to the 38
Super; fifth showing was claimed by the 30
Mauser. And this is what I had to say
abomt the 9 mm—*“Sides of can distorted,
no seams opened. Very ordinary. Highly

unimpressive in tin can testing.”

I very carefully filled a long series of
paper sacks of peck size with 10 weighed
pounds of sand. These sacks I hung by the
twisted end of the bag so that pressure in
each was more or less equal. I then fired at
each from a distance of 15 feet. The test
actually was a great deal like the firing done
on the gallon tins of water. The back side of
the sack was the point where 1 expected to
zather more data. The final analysis of this
firing showed:

357 Magnum. Completely destroyed back
side of sack. Impressive!

45 ACP. Great damage to sack, very
slightly less than 357. Impressive,

38 Super Colt. Penetrated sand, tore out

mm, but less than 357 or 45 ACP.

9 mm. Small damage to sack. Unim-
pressive.

30 Mauser. Damage much like 38 Super
and 9 mm,

38 Special. Did not penetrate sack of
sand. Subsequent trials sometimes produced
penetration, other times did not. Erratic.

My firing was concluded. Based on a
very simple evaluation system, I totaled up
the firsts, seconds, thirds won by each gun
during the testing and learned, not at all to
my surprise, that the 357 Magnum was a
hands-down first placer. It had a score of
12. The 45 ACP was in second money with
a total of 20; the 38 Super was every bit as
zood as the 45 insofar as cold figures go,
with another score of 20. The 38 Special
was much poorer with 35. The 9 mm and the
30 Mauser each wound up in a tie for hind

back of sack. Slightly more damage than 9

teat with 38 point each. ®

Revolutionary New Principle!

First Time Offered!

"l now have my first shipment of American Lugers out back,
ready to ship. This powerful shooting gun has been in the works for
almost 10 years. It is perfect and Is better than anything you have
ever seen! Listen to this. It is a beautiful reproduction of the old
German Luger (which | always thought should be remanufactured) in
looks, weight, point and its genuine dark gun blue, European style.
Its trigger pull is crisp and sharp, The first true-powderless repeater
ever known or made in the history of ballistics. You can take this
gun out and shoot varmints and any small game! (Don’t shoot bear
with any handgun untess you're wearing roller skates.) | took three
shots to get a jack out on the desert with this gun and I'm not brag-
ging on my shooting about that, But with any other powderless gun,
besides the American Luger, you take just one shot and then you
fish around through your smali change for the next round.

"This gun uses (all) standard CO: cartridges (bolh sizes) with an
entirely new principle. The tremendous metered charge of liquid gas
goes straight from the cylinder to the actual firing chamber. There
is no storage chamber in the middle to dissipate that full power.
When you shoot the American Luger you'll see what | mean. The
cylinder goes in the butt where the Luger clip normally goes.
The charge is uniform, you can shoot a perfect group with this gun.
When the last full charge is fired, the residue drains off automatic-
ally. You get between 20 and 30 full power charges or about three
9-shot magazine loads from one cylinder No coin or screwdriver is
needed to load the gas chamber.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

“*On this introductory offer | will include a free American Luger
extra-high power cylinder and 200 rounds of ammunition. You can
buy more ammunition from me at $1 per 200 rounds postpaid or you
can get it at any sporting goods store.””

HOW TO ORDER: Send check, cash or money order for $29.95.

Shipped express collect. For C.0.D. enclose $10.00 deposit. Dealers
inquire. Calif. resid. add 4% state tax,

HY HUNTER

“In the San Fernando Valley”
3029 W. Burbank Blvd., Burbank 52D, Calif.

HY HUNTER’S

No permit or license required

LIQUID GAS OPERATED
NEW HIGH VELOCITY
9-SHOT REPEATER
% .22 CALIBER

” FIRES STANDARD
.22 CALIBER BALL SHOT

MORE EXCLUSIVE FEATURES

Positive safety = Serial numbers
e Molded stag grips = Rear sight
adjustable for elevation and windage
* Full 7” precision lands and
grooves—machined rifling = No
exterior seals, no butt gaskets » Full
8” sight radius = Weight: 38 oz.
» Perfect Luger balance in center
of hand

FULL GUARANTEE

Every American Luger has a guaran-
tee against defects in workmanship
and materials. Hy Hunter's regular
15-day guarantee also applied: *'If
you don’t like it after you've tried it,
send it back and the store wiil
refund all your money pronto.”

EASY PAYMENT PLAN

Send $5.00 in today and 1 will
reserve one of these beautiful guns
in your name. Send the balance any-
time within one year (no interest
charged) and | will pick a good one
out for you and see to it that you
get it pronto.

20,000 GUNS TO BE SOLD, the
world’s greatest collection, all must
go. Remingtons, Winchesters, Sharps,
Derringers, Colts, antique and used
modern, Send for my BIG PHOTO
CATALOG with prices and pholo-
graphs of thousands. $2.00 POST-
PAID. I am also now selling brand
new Great Western Frontier Six-
shooters. Send for Hy Hunter's big
New Frontier Sixshooter Catalog #4,
50c postpaid.



CUSTER’S LAST MAN

(Continued from page 37)

too weak to reply, rode nearer and then
blacking out fell entirely from his horse.

He awoke inside the hut. The man who
had been splitting wood now offered him a
bowl of broth. A thin, hawk-faced man lay
on a bed of boughs and blankets across the
room. Obviously the boss, the thin man or-
dered the other to tend to Finkel’s wounds.
The woodchopper put down the bowl. “This
ain’t no hospital fer troopers. 1 got my hands
full takin’ care o’ you.” The thin man’s voice
was low and flat. “This is my hut, Bill, 1
give the orders here and anywhere else as
long as I'm alive.”

The two men stared into each other’s faces.
Then Bill’s gaze faltered, and sbrugging, he

turned back to Finkel. “I kin close this hole
in his side,” he grunted, “but I can’t do
nothin’ with the foot but cut it ofl.” Bill
rose, picked up his axe, and began sharpen-
ing it. The methodical strokes of the stone
brought Finkel alert.

“No,” he screamed, struggling to rise from
his pallet on the dirt floor. “No! No! By
God, if I'm going to die, I'll do it with every-
thing I've got.”

“Do you want to die, =oldier?” the thin
man queried, his voice cutting through
Finkel’s ravings. “That foot's rotten, It’s
got to come off. Better a life with no leg
than no life at all.”

The young trooper raised himself on his

Evclusive . . |

4

~

{ ® 12 Gauge
,{ ® 20 Gauge
® 28 Gauge
é ® 410 Gauge
1 Barrels

NOW AVAILABLE—Extra Small
Gauge Barrels to Fit the
BROWNING SUPERPOSED!

ANOTHER SIMMONS FIRST!

OVER and UNDER |
BROWNING SUPERPOSED |
and MATCHED BARRELS

.

the complete set.

S

20, 28 and 410 gauge barrels are available in 26 inch or 28 inch lengths.
28 inch barrels available with choke desired.
26 inch barrels available with skeet choke only.
12 gauge barrels are available in 30 inch, 28 inch and 26 inch lengths.
30 inch barrels available with choke desired.
28 inch and 26 inch barrels available with skeet choke only.
Every barrel is perfectly matched and balanced and ail are equipped with the SIMMONS DELUXE VENTILATED RIB.

See your favorite dealer or write today for FREE
catalog and prices. ..

SIMMONS GUN SPECIALTIES
504 East 18th Street

“Manufacturers of the Famous Simmons Ventilated Rib!

{ Complete Set—Browning Superposed 12 gauge and 20, 28, 410 gauge barrels.

Perfectly matched and balanced set same drop and all equipped with SIMMONS
DELUXE VENTILATED RIB. Single trigger altered to operate without recoil.
OVER and UNDER 12, 20, 28, and 410 GAUGE BARRELS
CAN BE ORDERED SEPARATELY!
You can add anyone of these barrels to your BROWNING SUPERPOSED or buy

Dept. D-15 Kansas City .6, Missouri

elbows. “Rotten or not, it's my foot. It’s
my life.” The thin man nodded agreement.
“All right, it’s your foot. I don’t give a damn
if you live or die,” cried Bill, shaking young
Finkel’s shoulder, “but I ain’t going to have
your rotten carcass stinkin’ up this place.”

He lunged across to the fire, and returned
with the kettle. The boy’s thin body stiffened
under the blanket, his foot exposed, black
and swollen. For a long moment he looked
into Bill’s heavy, expressionless face. His
fists clenched the blanket, his jaws tightened.
Then he jerked and screamed in pain, as
Bill tilted the kettle and molten pitch pine
streamed downward on his foot.

In the days that followed, Finkel was
vaguely aware of someone tending his
wounds. He caught fragments of talk he-
tween the two men, when they thought him
asleep—talk ahout wagon trains, guns for
Indians, ammunition, Sun was blazing
through the doorway of the hut one morning
when Finkel awoke, to find the pain in his
foot almost gone. Wonderingly he wiggled
the toes, moved the foot on his ankle, then
grinned weakly. Across the room Bill had
just stood up, by the sick man’s bunk. He
pulled the blanket over the thin, still face
and turned to Finkel. “I’ll be digging a
grave,” he said. “You can leave at any time.
Horse is outside.”

Finkel asked to help: “Guess I wouldn’t
be alive if it wasn’t for you and him.”

“That ain’t nothin’ to me,” Bill snapped,
“I did it on his orders. He thought he owed
you troopers something after . . .” His voice
trailed to a whisper. Than he cried “Get
outa here. I don’t need no help.”

“Let me do it for him, then,” Finkel
pleaded. “After all, I owe him for my life.”
Bill grinned, evilly, “There’s some that owes
him for their deaths, too,” he said, looking
at the dead man. “All right, shovel’s out-
side.”

Behind the hut the trooper leaned on his
shovel by the new mound of earth, panting
from exertion. “Who was he, Bill?” Finkel
asked, “Seems like we ought to put a marker
over him.”

Bill threw down lis shovel and with
clenched fists stepped over to the boy. “We
dont have no names around here. If you
don’t git, there’s going to he another grave
alongside this.” His fist lashed out, catching
Finkel off guard, knocking him to the ground.
“Fort Benton’s that way,” Bill said, and
turned to the hut.

Early frost was coloring the landscape to
gold when Finkel, gaunt and weak after long
days and nights of travelling, living off small
game, rode into the bustling trader’s town
at the bend of the Missouri in northern
Montana. He encountered a soldier on Front
Street, who took him to the commanding
officer. With an attempt at military brisk-
ness, lie saluted: “Sergeant Frank August
Finkel reporting, sir, from General Custer’s
7th Cavalry, Company C.”

“What was that?” the officer snapped, his
eyes narrowing intently. Finkel repeated his
identification. “You're either lying or you're
a deserter from before the fight. Custer’s
men were killed with hini. No one escaped.”

Patiently Finkel told his story, of long
months of illness, of riding across trackless
wastes, most at night, to avoid capture, of one
man travelling the hundreds of unknown
miles between the Little Big Horn and Fort
Benton . . . many months had passed since



the wires flashed the message of Custer's
defeat. Greater disbelief spread over the
officer’s face.

“You will remain here until witnesses can
be found to vouch for this. Orderly, take
this man to the barracks.”

While Finkel wondered where he would
be able to find two witnesses who knew hLim
as a sergeant in the 7th Cavalry, the orderly
leading him along the street talked about the
beauties of the dusty, crowded boom town.
But Finkel, seemingly drugged with fatigue,
managed to soak up one important piece of
information from the stifling dust their boots
kicked up. Captain Tim Burleigh of the
river steamer Carroll told the orderly that
his ship was loading to go downstream in
the morning. As the orderly put Finkel into
a small wareroom which served as “guard-
house,” Finkel’s plan to escape was already
forming.

Finkel realized that his story would not be
believed without wilnesses. There was no
reason then for him to continue to press his
argument that he was really in the Cavalry;
the sooner he left Fort Benton, the less
chance he had to be declared a deserter and
put into a military prison for a few vyears.
And quite obviously Fort Benton’s com-
mander didn’t like his looks.

No one paid any attention to Finkel as
he lifted himself to the ledge of the store-
house window. He sat there for a time,
apparently in idle curiosity . . . but when the
orderly came in the morning with some
breakfast, Finkel had gone.

At sunrise the Carroll eased. into midstream
and nosed downriver toward St. Louis, Piled
high on her decks were hides and bundles
of furs. Heavy canvas sacks, lined against
cabin walls, contained a part of the tons of
high grade Montana gold ore, sent downriver
to the smelters. Provided with hardtack
which he had taken from the barracks store-
house, Finkel hid in relative comfort in a
hollow space between two bales of hides on
deck, and managed to steal drinks of water
from the riverboat’s water barrel at dark.

One morning he was awakened in his
cramped space by the grinding lurch of the
Carroll as the flat-keeled ship drove onto a
sandbar which the treacherous river had
built up in the channel. The grounded Car-
roll was equipped with long spars on each
side, “grasshoppering bars,” which could be
used to lever the boat over shallows. As the
deck hands strained at the ropes and the
donkey engine chugged, working the grass-
hopper bars, Finkel watclied attentively from
his hideaway,

Suddenly, from the deck, he spied a line
of horsemen on the crest of the bluffs over-
looking the Carroll. “Indians,” he shouted,
forgetting his own unexplained presence.
Captain Burleigh stood near, directing the
grasshopper gang. He whirled, startled, to
face Finkel. A glance of recognition flashed
over his face as he gave the orders:

“Get to the Texas deck,” Burleigh bel.
lowed at the passengers wlo were beginning
to fire at the Indians. “Hold those varmints
back from the bluff till we get her off this
bar.” Fiukel ran with the others to the upper
deck. Long into the sultry afternoon the
passengers exchanged shot for shot with the
Indians on the bluff.

Beneath their covering fire, the crew
strained and sweated, aiding the powered
capstan which wound the ropes that levered

one end of the grasshopper bars. The paddle
wheel churned sandy water, and the boat
inched forward until at last she lurched over
the bar and into deeper water. A yell went
up from the Texas deck and the Indians,
seeing the craft was free, gave up the fight.

“Bring that stowaway down here,” the
Captain called, “and open up a keg. Tim
Burleigh’s buyin’ the drinks all around.”
The puffing, red-faced captain looked Finkel
up and down. “If them Indians had attacked
earlier, you might have been a hero sooner.
As is, I'll sign you on for the rest of the
trip, no questions asked. Just do your work.”

Finkel stared. Then he did a strange
thing, something he hadn’t done in months.
He smiled.

Many years passed since Sergeant Finkel,
technically a deserter from the U.S. Cavalry,
rejoined civilization and an ordinary way of
life. He eventually became a wheat rancher,
and when talk veered round to the Custer
fight, Frank Finkel learned to be silent. He
had narrowly escaped jail once, and now
scoffers would point to the official records,
the Reno Court of Inquiry, and other sources
which made Finkel's protestations cease.

Then in 1921 under the urging of his wife,
Finkel told his story before a skeptical audi-
ence of the Kiwanis Club of Dayton, Wash-
ington. The settled west was full of profes-
sional “westerners” for years after the last
Injun was driven onto the reservation, and
Finkel’s story kicked up dust on both sides
of the trail.

While Custer and the men who died with
him became legends, the 7th Cavalry con-
tinued. Even more persistent than the be-
lief that Custer’s command was wiped out
is the notion that the 7th Cavalry was en-
tirely massacred. As recently as April 19,
1955, flowing-bearded 9l-year-old Ed Ryan
appeared in Chicago for a visit and identified
himself as a member of the 7th Cavalry. His
Army name of George Ryan is listed on the
battleground monument. His story is that
Custer told him to remain behind to care for
a sick friend. Ryan’s answer nowadays, when
asked why he didn’t rejoin his command, is:
“Gen. Custer’s last orders o me were to
rejoin the regiment. That would be pretty
hard, considering it was wiped out by the
Sioux.”

For a regiment supposedly wiped out, the
7th Cavalry was preity active, In 1867 it
was stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas, the
main Cavalry post and remount station. In

the 1890%s it was stationed at Fort Sheridan,
Illinois, thirty miles north of Chicago. The
unit was doomed, however, by gasoline. In
1940, while our troops were on maneuvers
with pick-up trucks painted “TANK” and
hroomsticks for BAR's, the 7th became the
Seventh Mechanized Cavalry Brigade. In
1942 the Cavalry was discontinued, and per-
sonnel of the historic fighting troups were
reassigned to other organizations. Not the
Sioux nor the Cheyenne, but the gasoline-
powered wheels of progress, finally completed
the massacre of Custer’s 7th Cavalry. O]
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AL FREELAND

3737 14th Ave. Rock Island, IIl.

Write:

SHOOTERS SPEC

.38 and .45 caliber Smith & Wess
Colt, Enfield and Webley Revolvers.

.303 British Enfield Service Models, Manufactured by
Remington, Winchester and Eddystone
Ammunition: 30-06 and 45 ACP.

At the Lowest Prices ever offered.
INTERNATIONAL FIREARMS CO.

1011 Bleury