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YOU ONILY GET 
TO BE 100 ONCE ©©© 

So we created something special for the occasion 

H EFT it for a few moments ... slip 

it up to your shoulder ... sight 

along its semi-ribbed receiver and 

barrel and through the ramped, gold

beaded front sight. You'll begin 

to see what we mean by some

thing special. Beautifully 

balanced. Light, slim, 

trim • Check the take 

down ... like a split sec

ond. And that really fine 

finished, handsomely checkered. 

Grab a scope and mount it-so easy 

you could do it with your eyes closed. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Action: semiautomatic rifle 

Tubular magazine with loading port in stock 

Barrel length: 21 inches 

Overall length: 391/s inches 

Weight : 5 lbs., 2 oz. 

Stock: se lect walnut, checke red 16 lines 
per inch 

But all this is just a prelude to what 

you're really looking for-accuracy. 

Out in the field, the Franchi Centen

nial Model will open your eyes. This 

gun receiver ... Perfect 

mates • The Franchi Centen

ial Rifle ... one sweet gun. Go see 

what we mean at your Franchi dealer. 

Available in long or short calibers. 

Distributed ly 

Capacity: .22 H.V. Short-16; .22 Long Rifle-11 

Sight: gold bead front with ramp, rear sight 
adjustable sporting model 

Receiver : semi-ribbed, with dovetail grooves 
for tip-off scope mounts Franchi 

Stoeger 
Arms 

Length of pull: 133/4 inches Safety: cross-bolt type , push button operation 
Corporetion 

Stoeger Arms ... Products for better shooting ... Carefully selected ... Unconditionally guaranteed 55 Ruta Court South Hackensack, N. J. 
Dept. G4 
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NOTHING TO BUY, 
NO ENTRY FEE! 
Simply clip and mail the coupon below, and you 
will be registered for the " Gun of the Month." 
The Browning T-Bolt .22 Repeating Rifle. Unlike 
conventional bolt-actions, the T-Bolt operates with 
a simple , straight rearward and forward movement. 
This smooth, effortless motion has been achieved 
by a unique cross-bolt locking system. The T-Bolt 
trigger is crisp and clean, without creep and not 
over 4 lbs. in weight of pull. This is the rifle that 
will appeal to the precision shooter as well as 
the hunter, casual plinker or father who wants 
a well made rifle to teach a youngster proper 
gun handling and marksmanship! 

Sponsored by 

GUNS MAGAZINE and 
BROWNING ARMS COMPANY 
All you do to enter is clip th e coupon below, fil l 
in you r name and ad dress and mai l th e coupon 
back to GUNS Magazine. As soon as your coupon 
is rece ived, it will be ass igned a number based 
on the date of receipt, and you wil l be notified 
of your number by return post-ca rd . A draw ing 
will be held on April 10th, and the winner of the 
Browning T-Bolt .22 wil l be notified by mai l and 
annou nc ed in the July issue of GUNS Magazine . 
And to ente r, it is not necessary to use th e cou
pon be low. Any reasonable facsim ile convey ing 
the info rmation reques ted be low will be accepted. 

GUNS Magazine 

8 150 N. Central Pork / Skokie / 111. / 60076 
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G M APRIL Guns MAGAZINE 

APRIL, l968 
Vol. XIV , No. 8-04 

George E. von Rosen 
Pub lisher 

Arthur S. Arkush 
Ass't to t he Publ isher 

c 0 N T E N T S 

FEATURES 

color features 
WHAT IS A CUSTOM RIFLE? ... . . . ..... . . . . . . . . .. . .. . ...... Da n Win te rs 40 

44 

46 
48 

COLOR GALLERY ..... . .......... ... . .......•.. ... ...... . ........ . .. 

MASTERS OF THE KENTUCKY RIFLE ... .. . . .. .... . Dea n Lipton 

GUNS OF CHAROLA-ANITUA .. ..... . . .. . . . . . .. . .. ..... J a mes B. Stewa rt 

historical 
REBEL SECRET WEAPON .. . . . ...... .. .. ..... .. . .. . ..... . . Smok ey Kinnon 24 

BAT MASTERSON Part I .. .. ... . .. . ..... ........ .. . ... ..... . . E. B. Mann 30 

HENRY HARRINGTON-YANKEE ARMS MAKER .....•. ..... Jam es E. Serven 37 

technical 
SHOTSHELL RELOADING Part Ill . • ..... • ..•.. . Maj. G eorge C. Nonte 28 

A CLOSE LOOK AT THE .218 BEE .. .. .. .. . .... ... . ..... .. Harvey 0 . Dean 32 

NEW LIFE FOR ML SHOTGUNS . . . . . . . . . ... Jo e Chute and Bill Yan Rooy 34 

IS THIS THE ALL PURPO SE REVOLVER? ... J a n A. Steve nson 52 

shooting 
THE FREE RIFLE GAME . ... . ... . . •. .. . . . . . . • . . . .... .. Col . Charles Askins 18 

SO YOU OWN A MODEL 97 ... • ..•.. ... . • .. • .. . ... ..... . . ... Bob Gibson 23 

TARNISHED TRIO . . . ... ........... .. ... . .... . .. . .... Donald M. Simmons 24 

DEPARTMENTS 
Crossfire . ...... . . .... . . .. .... . . . 7 

8 

11 

12 

Point Blank . .. ... . . Col. Charles Askins 

Gun Rack . . . . . . . . . . .... . . 

Questions & Answers .. .... .. . 

Hand loading Bench . . . George C. Nonie I 4 

Index of Advertisers 

J erom e Rakusan .. . . 

Eu gene Pitts . . . 

Col. Ch arl es As kin s 

Ma j. George C. Nonie 

Dick Mill e r 

E. B. Mann .. 

. .... Edi t or 

. Associa t e Edi t or 

. . . . Shooti ng Editor 

... Hand loading 

.. Tra p 

. . Antiqu e Arms Ro be rt Mandel . . ..... . •.... . 

Wm. Schumaker .....•. ... . . .... . . Gun smithing 

Sh e ll ey Braverma n . 

Col. Rex Appl egate 

Maj. Georg e C. Nonie 

. ..... . ... Mod ern Arms 

. . Pol ice 

.. . .•. . • .. •...... Military 

MfMBfR or T'"!f 

SH OOTING! 
SPORT S 

Our Man in Washington 

Pull! .. . .......... . . . . 

Shopping With Guns 

The Gun Market 

Arms library 

82 

. .. . . Ed ito r in Chi ef 

. . Carl Wolff I 8 

. Dick Miller 54 

74 

80 

81 

Les Bowman ... Hu nting 

Don Mc Evoy . . . ..... Pron;otio n Manager 

Syd ney Barker ....... Art Direc tor 

Lew Me rrell . . .. Ass' t Ar t Direct or 

He rbe rt F. Young . . Advert ising Sa les 

Jon A. Kaufman ... .. Adverti s ing Sa les 

• Sanford Herzog . .. Production Ma nag e r 

J . Ha lstea d .... .. • . . .. ... Ass' ! Production Mgr . 

M. Gross . Ass' t Circulat io n Mgr . 

Sal ly Loges . . . . . . Subscrip tion Mgr. 

EDITO RIAL OFF ICES: Jerome Rakusan, 8150 N. C entra l Park, Skokie, Ill . 60076, ORcha rd 5-5602. 
E. 8. Mann , 1020 Park lan d Pl., S. E., Albuqu e rque 871 08, N. M. 

EAST COAST REPRESENTATIVE: Eu gene L. Pollock, 150 E. 52nd St., New York. N. Y. 10022, PL 3-1780. 

W EST COAST: Office te mpo rar ily c losed. Coll ect calls sol icited lo Nat ional Office ( bel ow). 

NATIONAL ADV. OFFIC ES, SlSO N. Central Pa rk Ave .. Skokie. Ill .. 60076. ORchard 5-6010. 

G U X S l\Jm;azlnc Is published m onth ly b y Publishers' Develop ment Corp .• 8 1 50 N . Ce n i ral Park Avenue, Skoli lC, 
ll linols. 6U076. hecond cl a .!>s post:ige paid at :::,kokic, llli noi~. and at. a d tli t1 ona l mailing ofliccs. S UBSCHJP'l'ION.:i : 
One year (12 issues1. :S 7 .50. Single monthl y copies, 7 5c. C H ANGE OF A DDHl·:SS : F o ur weeks' notice required 
on all cirnnges. Send o ld address as we ll ns n e w, CONT IH BUTOHS submitting m a n scripts, photographs o r 
drawing~ do !:'O at t..Jrnlr own r isk. Material cannot be returned un less accompnnled by sufficient postngc . 
PAYMENT will be nrncle nt r ates cu1Tent at time of publication and wil l covc 1· reproduction in nny or a ll G UN S 
:'llng:izine edllPm-;, 1\D\"J..: BT IS ING R ATJ-::S furnished o n request. Copyrigh t 1068 Pub lil"he rs' Development 
Corporation . All r!:;:Jns r e s erved. Titl e t o this publica tion passe s to subscribe r o nly o n delivery 1.0 h is a d dress. 

5 



G 

NO GIMMICKS, NO HIDDEN CHARGES ... THIS IS A STRAIGHT, HONEST 
OFFER! PROMPT DELIVERY GUARANTEED. RIGHT TO YOUR FRONT 

DOOR ANYWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES!! 

ONLY 

DOWN 

AND THE BALANCE ON EASY MONTHLY PAYMENTS! 
Prices are so low, you can easily get local financing 
WITH NO FURTHER DOWN PAYMENT! Another big 
special for club members only. 

HOW DO YOU GET IN ON THIS FABULOUS DEAL? 

A ll you ha ve to do is J0 1n the V IA DI SCOUNT BUYERS 

CLUB . As a member we'l l sl1ow you how you ca n get 

tl1e car o f y ou r c ho ice promptly at the lowest pri ce 

eve r as s hown above. 

WHAT ELSE DOES THE CLUB DO? 
As a club member, yo u receive regular m ail i ng s with p ic

t ures and d escr ipti ons o f d o zens and d o zens o f name brand 

items t ha t yo u ca n buy d i rec t by m a i l a t f an tas t ic low, low 

who lesa le-di scoun t prices . Name brands suc h as DU CA -

HI ES, DORM EYER , COLE MAN, GR UE N, PR ESTO, I NTER 

NATION AL SILVER, NUTONE, POLAROID. REMI GTON 

RAND, SC HI CK, SMI TH CO RONA , SU BEA , WATER AN , 

WEBCOR , W EARE VER, WES TINGHO USE AND AN Y, M A Y 

ORE . .. APPLIAN CES , TV S ET S, TYP EWR ITER S, WATCHES, 

J EWELR Y, RAD IOS, STEREO SETS , COOKWA RE, FI SH 

ING SETS , SI LVERWARE, HUNTING EQUI P ME NT, BOOKS, 

GLASSWARE, LI NENS, DRAPERY, FAB RI CS, FURNITURE, 

----MONEY BACK GUARANTEE---
We're so certain that you ' ll be absolutely thri:Jed as a member of the 

club, that we'll refund your $3.00 membership fe e anytime during the 

year you belong if you are dissati sfied for any rea son whatsoever , with 

no questions asked. You have nothing to lose and everything to gain! 

"" Del ive ry of 1968 ca rs made on a fi r st com e fi r st served basis , 
during last qua rt er of model yea r . 

r-------------------- - - - ------
v1A DISCOUNT BUYERS CLUB 

DEPT. 617-4 

3 3 3 OLD TARRYTOWN ROAD 

WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK 10603 

I enclose thr ee dolla rs as payment in full for a ye ar" s membe rshi p 
in the VIA DISCOUN T BUY EllS CLUB . Please sen d co mplete inior
mat1on on the au tomob il es as described al10 , e. 1mmed,a tel y by 
return mall . Also put me on the lis t to receive the descri pt ions and 
photos of name bra nd merchandi se that I can purchase at wh ole
sale and discoun t prices by mai l. I und e1sta nd that I am not 
obliga ted to buy anything and that I will recei ve a iull refu nd of 
my $3 .00 membershi p iee at an ytime, with no ques ions asked. 

ADD RE SS------------------ - -

CITY _ ___________ _ STATt-------

ZIP CODE.._ _ _____ _ ---------------------L-----------------------
GUNS APRIL 1968 



Smothers Brothers 
The Smothers Brothers r.i re very 

funny m en. But, in their December 
17th program, they descended from 
comedy to vicious propaganda against 
gu ns and shooters-making it obvious 
tha t, among other fa ilures, they know 
nothing about either guns or shooter s. 
The program is sponsored by Herbert 
Tareyton cigarettes. 

Trying to rebut an attack of this 
sort is like trying to correct a rumor 
that a girl is pregnant ; the damage is 
already done. But, as a gun enthusiast 
and shooter, the Smothers Brother s 
are hereby r emoved from my sched
ule of TV listening. And, on th e 
premise that the sponsors must have 
approved the program, guess who w ill 
not again smoke Tarey tons? 

E. B. Mann 
Albuquerque, N.M. 

9 nun Lacks Punrh 
I read with interest yo ur article 

"Are Auto Pistols For Police?" in the 
December issue. As an individual who 
is soon to leave the military, and in
terested in a career in law enforce 
ment, I must say I would be hesitan t 
in joining an organization which lim
its my personal armament to a gun 
fir ing a full jacketed , 100 grain pro
jectile, no matter what the velocity. 
Need one be reminded of the m edio
cre performance of the .30 caliber 
Carbine? 

Also, lest it be said we fa il to learn 
from experience, I refer you to turn
of-the- century ex periments, con
ducted by, I believe, a Col. Laguardia, 
in which both human cadavers and 
living cattle were used to d etermine 
the most effec tive pistol caliber for 
adoption by our government. The ef
fect on the cattle was directly r ela ted 
to the size and weight of the proj ec
tile. The then n ew 9 mm handguns 
proved to be hal£ as effective as the 
.45 caliber guns. They needed five or 
six shots, as opposed to two or three, 
to kill the animals. Furthermore, after 
the initial shot from a large bore gun, 
hemorrhaging was clearly visible 
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CROSSFIRE 

about the beast's nose and mouth. 
This was not so with the smalle r cali
bers, including the "revolutionary" .30 
Mauser. 

I should think that wi th the possi
bility of large police and military or
d ers to be considered, S&W could af
ford to develop their fin e Model 39 
into a .45 ACP version. Now that 
would be something to reckon w ith. 

Sgt. Richard P . Rosenthal 
APO N ew York, New York 

Charley's All Wet 
As a shooter for over 50 year s and 

h aving b een a fair shot with pistol, 
rifle, and also various types of shot
guns, as well as h aving been in the 
gun business, I quite often catch 
statem ents which ar e "out," in today's 
vernacular. 

In Charles Askins' article "Over
Under Shotguns" in your December 
issue, I grant that many of the state
m ents he makes are true, but he 
makes the statement that th e r eason 
the over-under shotgu n performs so 
well in his hands is because of the ex
t r emely low position of the under 
barrel which permits the forwa rd 
hand to literally swallow the tube and 
over a good many thousand shots, he 
kills with a good deal more consis
tency with the lower barrel b ecause 
of this. 

This is asinine reasoning, as he em
ploys the same s ighting plane, gun 
handling, feel , etc., regardless of 
whether the trigger is set for the 
lower or upper barrel. If he misses 
more with th e upper bar rel, I would 
say he had bette r see if both barrels 
throw charges to the same point of 
aim. The r esults with eith er one 
should be the same. 

As a matter of fact, Charley would 
find if h e were to stand sidewise to a 
mirror and throw his over-under up 
to normal shooting position, and then 
do likewise with a Winchester Model 
12 with a standard forend, that his 
hands are more nearly in th e same 
plane with the Model 12. As for the 

gr eat change in balance because of 
sh ells in the magazine, that is mos tly 
imagination, as most modern pumps 
only hold two shells in the magazine, 
or a rc usually plugged to do so. 

H e makes a case against the side by 
side double tha t would ma ke his fa 
ther turn over in his gr ave. Some of 
my best scores, and in handicap trap 
at that, have been made with the side 
by side and I have given them all a 
try except the so- called automatics. 

In closing I will say I enjoy your 
magazine very much, inclu din g Char
ley's article, but I think at times he 
waxes slightly over- enthusias ti c and 
goes off the deep end. 

OSS Pistol 

A. M. Webber 
Kittery, Maine 

The answer to the Liberty pistol 
puzzle in your J anuary issue is simple 
enough. At the time of their manufac
ture, they were classified, and wh en 
the projected use did n ot m aterialize, 
so too was their disposi tion . In telli
gence activities are exempt from 
downgrading for 12 years, but if you 
put in a formal r equest for declassifi
cation, you might get results. Possibly, 
in correspondence, you may have 
confused the Liberty pistol with the 
OSS sc ratch pistol. This is a .22 Hi
Standard with integral silencer, that 
om its only a dull zishing sow1d, and is 
still one of the most effi cient a sassi
nation weapons in existence. 

Mr. K a rnopp seem s to have r u n in to 
the same "where are the rest" prob
lem I had with .50 BMC blanks. There 
aren't any aro und to establish a r eal
istic collector value. H alf a dozen 
BMG shells loaded with EC powder 
gives you enough to load a grenade 
that'll detonate from a fuze spit, and 
presumably they wer e blown up. EC 
was practically pure guncotton , only 
partially colloided , and was a former 
standard bursting charge for gre
nades. Considering that a 43 grain 
charge w ith the blank a ttachmen t 
(which it frequen tly blew up) was 
enough to work the .50 caliber ac tion 
as well as a hundred odd grains of 
smokeless w ith a 750 grain slug, you 
can see w hy. I've run into people 
who've been looking for BMC blanks 
for 10 years. I've heard of them going 
for a buck apiece at gu nshows, but 
not which gunshows. I suppose that 
iliis will remain another of those 
enigmas of the collector 's hobby. If 
GUNS ever complies a Top Ten List of 
Whatzis items, yo u might include the 
.50 BMG blanks. 

J ames J . Glackin 
Monrovia, Calif. 
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POINT BLANK 

BUFFALO BILL was a g reat Win
chester man. One time while 

Chief of Scouts for the U. S. Cavalry, 
this great frontiersman , W. F. Cody, 
wrote the Winchester company, "I 
have been u sing and have thoroughly 
tested your la test improved rifle (this 
was the then-new 1873 lever action). 
Allow me to say that I have tried and 
used nearly every kind of a gun m ade 
in the United States and for general 
hunting or Indian fighting I pro
nounce yo ur improved Wincheste r the 
boss .. . . Believe me that you have 
the most comple te rifle now made. W. 
F. Cody 'Buffalo Bill' Fort Mc
Pherson, Nebraska, 1874." 

Maybe to show its appreciation for 
the s trong support the Chief of Scouts 
gave the first Winchester, the com
pany this year will do proper honor to 
William F. Cody. The year 1968 will 

be "The Year of Buffalo Bill," and in 
publicity releases, advertising, TV 
programs a nd other hoop-de-la the 
name of Bill Cody will be much in 
evidence. Along with the drum beat
ing the New H aven firm has a n ew 
rifle, the "Buffalo Bill Commemora
tive" '94 rifle. 

Actually it will be offer ed as both a 
r ifle and as a carbine, both with octa
gon barrels, the first 26 inches in 
length and the shorty with a 20 incher 
.30-30 caliber only. In the buttstock 
will be a medallion paying homage to 
Buffalo Bill. On the tang in his ow n 
hand writing w ill be "W. F . Cody 
Chief of Scouts." Along the ba rrel 
below the open r ear sight will be the 
legend "Buffalo Bill Commemora
tive," and fi nally on the off- side of the 
r eceiver the name "Buffalo Bill." The 
gun will be graced with a nickel
plated ha mmer , trigger, saddle ring, 
loading ga te, forearm tip, a nd butt
plate. This is sort of the standard model 
if a commemorative model can be said 
to be standard. Ther e will be a second 
Buffalo Bill shooting iron and this one 
is the super geewhiz type to sell for 
one thousand bucks and to be serially 
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By COL. CHARLES ASKINS 

numbered from No. 1 to 300. It will be 
engraved , sport a golden m edallion in 
the stock, and have some of the fan
cies t walnut to be found for mains tock 
and forestock, suitably h andcheckered. 

DURING 1966, Winchester ca me out 
with the Model '66. This was in 

celebration of the first Winchester 
which appeared in 1866. The com
m emorative gun was an overwhelming 
success. The company made only 
100,000 and found that it could have 
sold five or six times this number. You 
may be sure the Buffalo Bill Com
m emorative won't be under-produced! 
And just to take advantage of a boom
ing market there is another celebra
tion model for the Year '68. This is the 
Illinois Sesquicentennial Model 94 car 
bine. 

The grand old State of Illinois is 
celebrating its 150th birthday. To help 
along the festivities Winchester has a 
carbine to do prope r honors. This one 
is all dolled up. There is a m edallion 
planted in the stock and the trigger, 
saddle ring, loading gate and buttplate 
are gold plate. In the barrel beneath 
the rear sight is the wording, "Illinois 
Sesquicentennial 1818-1968." On the 
off-side of the r eceiver is the familiar 
legend, "Land of Lincoln." The com
m emorative carbine will b e in .30-30 
only. It is a limited edition model. 

Twenty-one teenie boppers and 
their proud fathers were guests at the 
Sixth Winchester-Western Father & 
Son Seminar held at the Y -0 Ranch, 
Mountain Home, Texas, during late 
1967. Over the weekend the kids and 
their paters accounted for 19 whitetail 
bucks, each deer running 10 points or 
more, 8 Corsican r ams, 2 Indian 
Blackbuck antelope and 2 turkeys. 
The boys averaged a mite less than 13 
years and none of them had ever shot 
any big gam e before. Winchester 
commenced these papa- son get-to

gethers in 1966 and it was found to be 

a smashing success. H ere tofore the 

shooting has been confined to scatter

gunning. Shooting on clay targets and 

on well stocked game farms. The ses

sion on the game-rifle Y-0 Ranch, a 

huge enclave comprising 115 square 

miles, in the very heart of the Texas 
white tail country, was a trial run with 
rifl es and on big gam e. 

Since the mid-20's the most famous 
bolt action rifle in Nor th America has 
been the Winch ester . First in the 
Model 54 and later in the 70. It ha 
been held in such high esteem that all 
bolt guns have been stacked beside it 

as a sort of m easure of quality. The 
rifle has always been a completely 
forged and m achined article and stock 
fin ish has been a ha ndcheckered affair 
with a lot of car e given the stock in
le tting and bedding. Model 70's were 
simply not r eleased unless accuracy 
was right up to taw. As a result of 
this car eful manufacture and pain
staking assembly the rifle quite right
fully was the premier arm of the 
American shoo ting man. 

H er e more lately the cost of pro
duction has gone right out through 
the roof. The Model 70 could not be 
turned out as it had been clone over 
the past 30 to 35 years. If it was, the 
tab wou ld be prohibitive. Winchester's 
enginee rs were compelled to draw the 
line and what was forthcoming had 
the old name "Model 70" but it was a 
largely changed and modernized ve r
sion. It had to be to be competitive. 

T HE new Model 70 did not please 
the rifleman of this country. He 

looked at it and he was disdainful. He 
did not approve of the new lines of 
the stock. He complained about the 
shape and angle of the pis tol grip. He 
was alarmed at the rough finish of re
ceiver , bolt, and barrel and he 
groaned at the simply horrendous gap 
between the gun tube and the fore 
stock. It was freefloated and how! Rain 
entered the gap between wood and 
m etal and snow packed into the crev
ice and ice formed there. It repre
sented one of the major bellyaches. 

The new rifle had many good fea 
tures. The face of the bolt head had 
been countersunk, the locking ar ea on 
the lugs was increased, and the head 
of the bolt was shrouded as a protec
tion to the gunner from gases. 

Almost immediately after the intro
duction of the modern M-70 the New 
Haven engin eering department com
menced to clean up those points which 
seemed most to irk the buyer. The ga p 
be tween barrel and forestock channel 
was r educed. Small changes were 
made in the m ainstock and the hand
some floorplate and la tch assembly 
were returned. Still the rifle was 
poorly accepted. It had the new style 
impr ssed checkering, a process 
where the diamonds of the checkering 
ar e literally r eversed and in place of 
being upstanding are turned the other 
way. The r esult is a pleasing appear
ance but no firm gripping surfaces. 
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F inally a ware of th e shortcoming of 
the n ew Model 70, the company has 
this year come along with a ri fl e 
which gets back to the original M-70 
about as closely as it is possible to go. 

The 1968 ver sion of the famo us gun 
has a r e vamped main stock with a 
new ch eekpiece and Mon te Carlo. 
This new configuration should go a 
long way toward answering th e com 
plaints of th e cla n who have not lik ed 
the other buttstock. The pis tol grip 
has been alter ed very slightly in its 
angle and this feels infinitely mor e 
comfortable. T he fin ish on r eceiver , 
bar r el, and bolt is th e best in a gr ea t 
m any years . It is a high l uster (except 
in the .458) and imm ediately catch es 
the eye w hen you first glimpse the 
new r ifl e. The bolt is engine - turned 
and to add to the good looks the m ag
azine follower is mad e of stain less 
steel and is also h ighly polished. 

The bol t on the Model 70 had a 
habi t of b indin g a ppa rently because of 
over - rotation. Th is has been licked by 
notching one of the locking lugs and 
this notch serves as a bolt stop and 
will eliminate this over- rotation . T he 
safety is a th r ee position one. In the 
No. 1 stop it locks both sear and bolt; 
in the No. 2 stop it con tin ues to lock 
the sear bu t leaves the bol t free to 
oper ate so that the shooter may un 
load safely . In the No. 3, or forw ard 
position, th e gu n is ready to be fired. 

All the hocus- pocus of fre e fl oating 
the barrel has been cashier ed on this 
'68 model. It is now bedded just like it 
was in the old original Model 70. 
Man y aficion ados of this splendid 
Winchester will be ha ppy to note th is 
one ! In th e d eluxe model the r ifle will 
be checkered by hand . Ther e will be 
no n ew cali ber s throughout 1968. 

The Mod el 1400 au toloading shotgun 
has also undergone a fa ce li ftin g. The 
mains tock has been al tered , the pis tol 
grip has been modifi ed , and the big 
red "W", a sort of mark of dis tinction 
especially when displayed in long 
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lines of Wi nchesters in the sporting 
goods emporiums ac ross the land , has 
disappea red . Up forward the forestock 
has a differe n t con tour. On the Model 
1200, the p ump repeater , the s tock has 
likewise been changed , the forestock 
has some new and mor e rakish lin es, 
and the big "W" i absent. 

The a utoloader has, since its incep 
tion , had a la tch w ithin the r eceiver 
which was r eached by the gunner 's 
thumb. He s imply r ammed his thum b 
in to the end of the m agazine tube and 
pr essed sturd ily and th breechbol t 

(Con tinued on Pa"e 78) 
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Those "Who kno'W quality 
insist on UNIVERSAL. 

See you r local d a lc r ... or write for full -co lo r catalcg srce:s. 

Universal is o ne 

of t world"s 

larges t impo rt er s 

o f quality 

r i fl escopes . 

IF IT'S UN IVER SAL , IT' S T E B::ST ! 

UNIVERSAL 
FIREARMS 
CORPORATION 

De p t. A , 3746 E. 10t h Court , H ialea h , Flor ida 3301 3, Area Code (305) 696·0950 

I SHOT 
DOUBLE ACTION 

.22 REVOLVER 

With SWING-OUT ·CYJ.INDER 

Shoots .22 Short, Long and Long Rifle Rimfire Cartridges 
Features include smooth and dependable double 
and s ingle action mechanism, swing-out cylinder 
with eight recessed chambers, and a simultaneous 

auto-retracting ejector. The barrel is precision $34 
rifled. The firing pin is separate from the hammer 95 
and spring loaded. The one-piece composition 
grip is correctly formed for comfortable holding 
and ' on target' pointing. \ Ve believe it to be the 
best reyolver that new tooling and modern tech-
niques can devise. 

NEW FULL COLOR CATALOG SHOWING ENTIRE LI N E, 25¢ 
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LAW OFFICERS NOW 
SAVE $3.00 ON Gu~ 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
ONLY Guns OFFERS TIMELY 

POLICE FEATURES, AT A SPECIAL 

LOW SUBSCRIPTION PRICE! 
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The Job of law enforcement is becoming 
more difficult each day. Complications esca
late as more and more legal restrictions are 
placed on the individual officer. At the same time, 
the increased crime rate has created new problems 
which point to the need for innovation in training, disci· 
pline, and weapons technology. The officer must now rely on his 
ability to outsmart, outmaneuver or outshoot the criminal. 
This can only be done if the officer has the added bit of 
knowledge, training, or equipment which will give him an 
edge on his adversary. GUNS Magazine has responded 
to this need with a special Police Section in each 
issu....supported by in-depth law enforcement 
editorial features, and the knowledge of 
Col. Rex Applegate (one of America's most 
famous law enforcement officials). Take 
advantage of our special reduced rate 
for Police Officers only. Enter your sub
scription today, 8lld be sure you have 
the edp when it rt11J counts! 

Police Department, GUNS Magazine 
8150 N. Central Park Avenue, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

GP0-4 

Yes, I want to take advantage of GUNS Magazine's special offer 
for Police Personnel only. I understand that I am saving $3.00 
over the newsstand price of $9.00 per year, and $1.50 over the 
$7.50 price for all other subscribers. Payment of $6.00 for a one
year subscription enclosed. 

Police Dept. or Agency: _ ___________ _ 

NAME · ----------- ---- --~ 

ADDRESS· - --- -- -------- --- ~ 

CITY _________ STATE _ ___ ZJP __ _ 

------------------------------------------------
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Savage Motlel 440 

The new Savage over / under 12 
gauge is the first of the barrel-over
barrel models from the Savage Arms 
since 1941. The n ew gun, to be known 
as the Model 440, is made for Savage 
by Bresciani Armi, Brescia, Italy. Es 
sentially an uplands gun with a 
weight of 6 lb., 5 oz. the chrome pla ted 
barrels are chambered for the stand
ard 2%" shells. Barrel lengths are 26" , 
28", and 30" with a raised vent rib l/i " 
in width and two gold bead sights. 
There is some line engraving on the 
receiver. 

The n ew Savage looks like the 
Browning Superposed. The r eceiver 
has the same configuration and the 
stock design and its fi t to the action 
are very much the same. Ther e is a 
single non-selective trigger. The 
safety is automatic. There are no ejec
tors. The stock runs 14 inches length 

of pull, with 1% inches drop at comb 
and 2% inches drop at heel. These are 
standard dimensions and are excel
lent. The stock is of a good although 
exceedingly plain grade of Italian 
walnut. Ther e is a hard plas tic butt
plate, nicely checkered. The shotgun 
might be tter h ave been eq uipped with 
a recoil pad. Except with light fi eld 
and target loads it kicks. The check
ering is all h and executed and is quite 
good. 

The trigger operates on the very 
well designed inertia principle. The 
r ecoil of the first barrel sets the ham
mer for the second barrel. Ther e is no 
delay. During some 327 shots fired in 
an extended fi eld test there were no 
bobbles in the operation of the trig
ger. 

Lockup is with a single underbit 
beneath the lower tube, exactly like 
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th e Browning. Hammers are brought 
to a full cock by the fallin g motion of 
the barrels. These operate a single 
cocking fork, pushed backward by an 
ex tension on the forend. Opening is 
rough and requires plenty of effort
you can't expect a Perazzi perform
ance out of a scattergun to sell for 
slightly more than two hundred 
bucks. 

The upper tube carries three stars, 
the under four stars. This indicates 
the degree of choke in each barrel. 
The container stated the gun was 
bored improved cylinder and modi
fied. A plug gauge put the lie to this 
one. The under (and more open bar
rel) is choked .715" and the upper is 
.700". This is modified and full choke. 
Twenty-five patterns from the modi
fied barrel averaged 58 0 ; the same 
number of patterns from the upper 
tube averaged 72%. These with F ed
eral target 12 gauge loads, 2% drams 
equiv., l1/s ozs No. 7112 . This is good 
performance. But not improved cylin
der and modified as alleged! 

On mourning doves the new Savage 
handles very smoothly. It swings fast, 
points surely and has loosened up and 
works much more smoothly. The ab
sence of auto ejectors is a lamentable 
one but again you can't have Brown
ing ejection a t half the price now can 
you ?-Col. Charles Askins. 

ill-270 Moto-Tool 

Dremel Manufacturing Company of 
Racine, Wisconsin, is marketing two 
new Moto-Tools: a M-270 with 
bronze b earings, and a M-280 w ith 
ball bearings. These portable electric 
hand grinders weigh only 11 ounces 
and feature a n ew constant torque 
permanent magnet type motor deliv
ering 30,000 rpm. , greater power per 
size, higher peak effici ency , constant 
flux and higher starting torque. 

Spot grinding drill- s'tarting con
caves on h ard A3 milita ry actions was 
accomplished so rapidly with the M-
270 and a l/s" diameter emery point 
that at first it was necessary to prac -

tice r estraint and allow only mom n 
tary contact of grinding tone wi h 
metal. Due to the increased rpm, u e 
of the furnished dressing stone to con
centrically true up all grinding 
wheels, is exceptionally important, 
and wheels over 1" diameter are n ot 
r ecommended. 

The tools are equipped with a qu ick 
action chuck and a s teel wrench. Col
lets in sizes 1/s", %/ ', and 13/' are u r 
nished. A finger grip (chuck gua rd ) , 
slips onto the front motor hou ing or 
safely holding the tool wh n doi ng 
close tolerance work. The hou ing is 
high impact L exan plasti c, rugg dly 
design ed for industrial grindin , pol
ishing and deburring op ra ions, 
which require a compact con inuous 
cl u ty electric tool. 

Gunsmiths and hobbyists will find 
endless uses for these UL lis t d tools. 
They are easy to operate and no 
lengthy familiarization is n c ssary. 
The M-270 sells for $29.95, the M- 280 
ball bearing a t $10 more and th o. 
271 kit, comprised of a M-27 grinder 
with 34 accessories and poly hyl ne 
case goes at $39.95.-Willi m Schu
maker. 

Mossberg Scope 

Late evening tests of the new 4X32 
Mossberg hunting scope indicate that 
this J apanese-made import i among 
the better telescopes. Drab- color d 
Army silhouettes set up against a 
heavy background of autumnal foliage 
at ranges from 65 yards to 350 yar d 
were used as sighting targ ts. These 
s ighting tests were commenc d as he 
s un set and were continu d un ii 
complete darkness occurred. The tes -

(Continned on page 75) 

T llE CO \ 'ER 

This a maz ing ac tion photo was not 

taken with one of the rn perfast mm i 

ca meras, but: with a i\Iamiya C-3 and a 

fa st s trobe us ing open fla sh techniqu . lf 
yo u'll look closely into th e ejector port ,,f 
1h c Ll ama. yo u can see the cartridge ca• • 

is s till compl etely in side th slid . P hoto 

by Bo b Di enthal. 
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DA .44 Magnum? 

I have a Ruger single action, fron
tier- style .44 Magnum r evolver and 
would like to know if there is the 
sam e frontier - style in a double action 
.44 Magnum? Would the Colt .44 
Magnum double action look grotesque 
if western- style grips were attached? 

Douglas Thomas 
Burbank, Calif. 

There is no doilble action .44 Mag
nilm revo lver on the market. Colt's 
does not manilfactiire a doiib le action 
.44 Magniim-or, for that matter , any 
.44 M agnmn caliber revolver. The old 
Colt New S ervice revolver as manu
factured before WW II does have 
siifficient strength and dimensions to 
withstand the pressiires of the .44 
Magnum cartridge if properly con
verted. Christy Gun Works, 875 57th 

Street, S acramento, California 95831 , 
is probcibly the best place to go to 
have siich ci conversion performed. 
This firm coiild also alter the grip 
frame to provide single action Col t 
style grips .- G.N. 

Italian Youth's Rifle 

The gun shown in the attached pho
tograph has the same general charac
teristics as the common Italian mili
tary "Brescia" and is marked the 
same. The obvious difierence, as 
shown in the p icture with a normal 
Luger , is the size. It was definitely 
made for a boy, as its size indica tes; 
overall length is 32 inches, w hile the 
barrel is 15 inches long. The receiver 
is marked 1935, and the bayonet snaps 
under the barrel. 

The gun has an interesting history. 
It was given to a friend of mine, 
whose father was a captain and C.O. 
of an infantry company which was 
mopping up Koblenz in the early 
spring of 1945. A young boy was seen 
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to lift a manhole cover and take aim 
on a soldier. Befo re he could shoot he 
was shot at and he ducked back into 
the hole. As was standard procedure, 
a grenade was tossed in, and upon 
later investigation, it was discovered 
the boy was dead. Before he died he 
had tried to d estroy the rifle by ham
mering the bolt against rock or m etal. 
The marks are still there. Little dam
age was done and it is still functional 
and in generally very good condition. 

My main interest is in antiques but 
I've never seen or heard of this gun 
before. I would appreciate any infor
mation you may have on this gun. I'd 
like to know how a gun of Ita lian 
manufacture came into the hands of a 
German Hitler Youth. Are m any of 
these known to exist? 

Michael D. Brodeur 
Rocky Hill, Conn. 

How yoiir rifle got into the hands of 
a G erman Hitler Youth, I would guess 
no one will ever know, but it is the 
Y oiith Rifle Model of the Italian 
S ervice Carbine Mod el 91 . I t is clwm
bered for a special 6.5 mm cartridge, 
lws a barrel length of 14.43", or it 
could be the same model, but of a 
subcciliber, such as .22 rf. It was used 
for training and issued to children as 
young as six or seven for training as 
"soldiers."-R.M. 

.257 Roberts Loads 

Recently I made up a rifle on a 
Centurian Deluxe Mauser action as 
sold by the la te Golden State Arms 

Co. I'd b een wanting a good .257 Rob
erts ever since I had to part with my 
Remington Model 722 back in 1954 
and this looked like my best bet. I was 
very pleased to find that the throating 
and magazine well readily allowed 
loading to an overall cartridge length 
of 2.987 inches. 

I feel that with this ad vantage, plus 
the extra strength of the Centur ian 
Mauser's modern steel if gun maga
zine r eports can be relied upon, I 
should be able to load the 120 grain 
Norma bullets som ewhat hotter than I 
used to with the Remington 722 when 
I had to hold length to 2.725 inches. 
My question is just how much of a 
load could I safely use over the maxi
mum load of 4350 which Speer speci
fies as 42 grains with the 120 grain 
bullet. I r ead somewhere that J ack 
O'Connor used to load 45 grains of 
4350 behind a 125 grain bullet in a 
3.000 inch load load. 

H arrison D. Smith 
Portland, Maine 

I know of no very recent tests to 
determine maximmn loads in .257 
Rob erts caliber with the 120 grain 
bullet seated oiit to 2.987" overall car
tridge length. However , in the Ameri
can Rifleman for Octob er, 1953, the 
late Philip B. Sharpe states that he 
had found 44 gr. of IMR 4350 to be the 
top load, producing 2700 fps at the 
muzzle w ith the 120 gr. bullet so 
loaded. 

Of course, this load was determined 
to be maximum in Sharp e's test rifle. 
Your ri fl e may digest another grain of 
powder, or it may produce excessive 
pressures with the load above. The 
only way I know to determine this as 
it app lies to your particular rifle, is to 
start with 42 gr. of powder and work 
up in steps of no morn than Y2 grain . 
-G.N . 

Knife Pistol 

I r ecently found an old knife revol
ver in a second ha nd shop in Athens, 
Greece. I am sending you a picture to 
see if you can identify it for m e. 

It appears to be a .36 or .38 caliber 
pin fire . The blade and barrel are 
etched with swords, pikes, fla gs, war 
clubs, and a suit of armor. There is no 
m anufacturer's nam e on the weapon 
bu t it does have several proof m arks 
on the cylinder. The blade has a serial 
number, apparently, stamped on its 
left side, 494. It h as what appears to 
m e to be Belgium proof marks. 

It came with a scabbard which has 
the ejector built into it. It hooks on a 
belt by m eans of a clip on the other 
side. The weapon is definitely old, and 
considering its age it is in darn good 
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condition. The only part which is not 
original is the loading gate. This is 
homemade. The tip of the scabbard 
looks like it was put on in recent 
years too. The blade is screwed onto 
the cylinder pin and then a screw 
tightens the blade to the frame. The 
length of the barrel is 53/s" and the 
blade is 91/4". 

I would like to know who m ade the 
weapon, what it is worth, if it's worth 
k eeping, and whether it could possibly 
be a milita ry w eapon? Any informa
tion you can give m e about this w ill 
be very much appr eciated. 

Donald B. Small 
APO New York 

Y our com bination knife pistol looks 
to be a good fin d. There is mitch in
terest to the collector in this type of 
arm. Manufacture of y our pistol is 
B elgian, and calib er is 9 mm pinfire. I 
w oitld doubt t lw t i t 'is military issiie, 
bitt it may have been earned by a 
military man at one tinie er another . 
Combination weapons of nis type 
were very popular with officers and 
sctilors w hile at sect. Collector's value 
for yoiir pisto l should be some p lace 
around $200 depending itpon its trite 
condition, bitt this price w ill give yoit 
a good idea as to the going rate of 
yoiir type arm.-R.M. 

Shotgun Barrel Sa/ ety 

If possible I would like an expert 's 
advice as to whether the following 
described gun is capable of sa fely 
handling today's factory-loaded sh ells. 
The gun is a double barrel, hammer
less shotgun in 12 gauge with 28" ba r
rels , either IC or skeet bored . The 
name "L.C. Smith" is s tamped on both 
side plates. On the top rib is stamped 
"Hunter Arms Co., Fulton, N .Y." On 
the right side plate are en graved 
ducks, both in flight and on the water. 
The left side plate has quail engraved 
on it. The butt stock is of beautiful 
burl walnut and the forearm h as a 
dog's head in relief in the center. This 
gun has engraving all over , even to 
the underside of the barrels at the 
breech. The barrel engraving is a 
chain pattern with each link identical 
to the others and the pattern is even 
on the underside rib between the bar
rels. 
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The serial number is 307216 and is 
stamped on the forearm iron, the trig
ger guard at the grip, on the block 
near the breech and under the left 
barrel where the number 3 also ap
pears just under the serial number. 
This 3 could be an inspector's stamp 
or possibly indicates three inch cham
bers. The former owner insists this 
gun is safe for all factory-loaded am
munition. 

H enry S. Johnson 
Neenah, Wisc. 

Your description fits one of the fan
cier grades of L . C. Smith Hunter 
guns, probctbly the Specialty Grade 
w ith the quail on the left side plate. If 
all original and in good condition, it is 
a very desirable gun. 

It is impossible to certify a gun is 
safe for all factory-loaded ammimi
tion w ithoitt actu ctl examination. Steel 
barre led shotguns, in good condition, 
should be safe with proper ammimi
tion . But gims hcive been rebarreled 
-even w ith Damascus barrels-cmd 
gims have been made with all sorts of 
chamber lengths. In addition, other 
conditions, su ch as headspace, firing 
pin slwpes and protritsions, etc., leave 
one with one solittion; get t he gim 

check ed by a competent gunsmith be
fo re iise .- s.B. 

16 Cauge !lfog11111n? 

I have a quality 16 gauge over and 
under gun that is chambered for three 
inch shells. I also have a bunch of 
empty three inch 16 gauge hulls. An 
interesting thing, a t least to m e, is 
tha t these paper hulls have a low 
brass head, but a steel liner ex tending 
a full inch to cover the powder 
charge. However , as yo u know, ther e 
is no loading data for three inch six
teens. Can you give m e any h elp or 
su ggest anyone who can help m e in 
doping out loads ? 

Phillip P. Griffee 
Billings, Montana 

I know of no loading data whatever 
for a three inch 16 gau ge Mctgniim. 
My personal recommendation would 
be to take the heaviest published 16 
gau ge data, then work itp very slowly 
and carefully, keeping alert for any 
signs of excessive pressure. DuPont's 
Reloading Gilide lists 25.5 gr. of SR-
4756 powder and 1 % ounces of shot as 
its heaviest 16 gauge load. This is with 
plastic cup-type ov erpowder wads. 
However before exceeding the above 
load, I recommend thcit you write the 
Alcan Co., 3640 Seminary Road, 
Alton, Illinois, and ask if any infor
mation on this three inch 16 gauge 

case and loads for it is available ~ 
there.-G.N. ~ 

M[ M BfA or · n [ 

IJHll.IJHI 
SHOOT I G1 

SPORT S 

.,."'1uw·'il 

With thi s too l you don't have to be an 
expert to throw cons istently accurat e, 
un iform vo lume powder chargesl RCBS 
Precisionee red" measu ring cy li nder pours 
powder to prevent clogging cause d by 
dumping charge. Adjusts quick ly and 
easi ly f rom one charge to ano t he r. 
Mounts easi ly on press or bench. Powder 
level vis ible at all tim es. Also ava ilable 
with small measu ring cy linder for bench 

rest and pi stol shoote rs: $19 g 5 
comp lete with stand plate, 
large or sma ll cyl inder. 

with bo th measuring cy linders $ 2 490 

RCBS CASE 
LUBE KIT 

Everything you need for proper case lubri
cationl Consists of Case Lube Pad, 2 ounce 
stand-up plastic tube of RCBS Resizing 
Lubricant and RCBS Case Neck Brush 
Handle with .22 and .30 caliber Brushes. 
Regular $4.60 Value. Additional Brushes 
available in Gmm/25 / 270/ 35 and 45 cal i
bers ••• only 30¢ each. $ 4 20 
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PACHMAYR 
"WlllTE LINE"® RECOIL PADS 
~~:- ,;.i-f 

'~ .-:~ ,~~~ 

Pachm cyr' s new " Prese ntation mod e l" ba sket w e ave 

d es ig n , sh ow n abo ve , is th e lat es t in re coil pud s for 

r ifle s an d s h o tgun s. Av ailable in 3 color s and s ir e s. 

Pr ice $ 7 .5 0 . Se c y our fa v orit e d ea le r o r wr ite for d e 

ta ils o f thi s and oth e r Pa chm ayr reco il pod s for rifl es 

or sh o tg un s, fi e ld, trap o r skee t u se . All " Wh ite 

lin e" " rccoi l pads ore g uarantee d a lifetime again st 

faulty w o rkm a n ship or mat e rial... • 

"MATCH SHOOTERS" 

HAND GUN CASES 

Whethe r at the range, home 

or trav e ling , these fine 

custom-crafted cases are just 

the ticls:et for keeping your 

handguns and shooting sup

plies all in one place - safe 

and secure. Compact, light 

easy to carry . Quality constructed 

throughout from the finest materials available. Choice of 

3, 4 & S gun models in wide variety of beautiful simu

lated leathers and finishes for the most discerning sports

man . From $27.50. New Lok-Grip tray, another Pachmayr 

exclusive, features an adjusta.,le bridge for holding a 

variety of hand guns securely in position (available at 
small additional cost) . Guaranteed the finest or your 

··· ~ · · ~. , .. , ... , ...... , 
CARRYING STRAPS 

for hand gun cases 

These hand some carrying straps 

are designed primarily for hand 

gun cases , but are also used for 

came ra coses and other applica

tions. Strops are manufacture d of 

two inch wide block nylon web

bing, adjustable from 31" to 56" 

I in length . Buckle and all fitting s 

are polished and chrome plated . Qu ick disconn e ct attach 
fittings make it easily removable and it con be store d 

in its plastic d isplay and shipping box . Full step by ste p 

installation instructions make it easy to install . All 

necessary hardware is supplied . Price $12 .SO. 

TRU-VU SPOTTING SCOPE MOUNT 

Pachmayr's engin eers have 

designed a new, fin e spotting 

scope mount bracket . Easy to 
in stall, spherical mount , ad

justable to all spotting scopes. 
Extruded rubbe r strips prevent 

scope from being scratche d or 
marred . Finish ed in three ano
d ized colors - black , gold or 

1.ilver. See your dealer . Only 

$6 .50. Aho ava ilabl e po s t
paid . Write for fre t: 16 page 
brochure about Pochmoyr's 

services and produc ts . 

LO-SWING Scope Mount 
SCOPE FOR LDllG liOlf SJGHTS FOR FAST 
ACCURATE SHOTS CLOSE IN BRUSH SHOTS 

Combines two important advantages in one mount . 

Provides instant use of open sights and a scope mounted 

as low as possible on your rifle . For those fast , close in 

brush shots or spotting, scope can be swung to the side 

to allow instant ·use of your iron sights. Don' t let fogged 

lenses or o damaged scope spoil your chance of a kill . 

The upper rings of the lo-Swing mount makes detaching 

your scope easy - ready to replace upon arrival at your 

hunting site. Unconditionally guaranteed ta maintain 

zero sighting alignment. lo-Swing top mount $25.00. 

lo-Swing side mount $20.00 . See your favorite dealer. 

Write for free 16 page product folder. 

14 

HANDLOADING 
BENCH 

A NUMBER OF MONTHS b ack I 
w as awak en ed to the sm ell of 

sm ok e and the calls of m y teenage son 
w ho r eported " ... popping n oises in 

the gar age." F ortunately, it w as a 
w arm night and only a bout midnight, 

so evacua tion of the family from the 
house presented no serious problem s 
- oth er than tha t their a tti re wasn ' t 

exactly sui table for public appear
ance. A q uick ch eck of the attached 
tw o-ca r ga rage confirmed the worst 

- a fire too far gone for m e as an in
dividua l to do anything a bout it, even 
though w a te r and extinguish ers w er e 
available. Not a n unusu al situation 
thus fa r , since it h appens for one rea

son or another to someone virtually 
every hour somewher e in this broad 
land; an unfortunate, but common, in

cident. 
Wha t did m ak e it unusu al in this 

ins tance w as the fact tha t fo r m a ny 
years I have s tored th e bulk of my 
ammunition , componen ts and r eload
ing equipment in the gar age- w h er
eve r I might be liv ing-to be tak en to 

th e loading b ench elsewhe re in the 
h ouse only as n eed ed . And, all the 
neighbors knew "Tha t gar age is 

cr ammed with GUNPOWDER and 
AMMUNITION! " Specta tors gathered 
a r ound during the few minu tes it took 
th e volunteer fire departm ent to ar
rive, but the popping of prim ers and 

car tridges k ept them uneasy and more 
dis tant than usual. Even so, nothing 
untoward h appen ed until one individ

ual started running around shouting 
to everyone that the place w as going 

to " .. . blow up any minute, so every 
body get clear." This ill-informed 
soul could have easily started a 
neighborhood panic if I h adn't man
aged to colla r him and shut him up. 

At that moment I conside r ed him con
s ide rably more dangerous to the com
munity than the fire . 

By that time, though , the fire d e
partment h ad arrived. F or tuna tely a 
couple of the booted and h elme ted 
lads were ardent liandloaders and 
knew the score. From personal ex
perience they knew I had no black 

powder in there and that only gar
den-variety smokeless powder, pri
mers and loaded ammunition were 

By MAJ. GEO. C. NONTE 

s tack ed on th e sh elves along the 
walls. With these fellows spea rhead

ing the show, firem en moved in and 
got things under control in short 

ord er . Now , I've seen fire departments 
in action befor e , and h eard reports of 
th em in action under similar circum
stances- and know tha t they don 't or
dina rily get ve ry enthusias tic a bou t 
working a fire w h er e ammunition and 

powder a r e involved. If i t hadn't been 

for those h andload ers on the d epart
m ent, I migh t w ell h ave lost the 
w h ole works instead of winding up 
w ith jus t a gutted gar age. Inciden
tally , in excess of 20,000 r ounds of as

sorted ty pes of ammunition wer e in
volved, thou gh less than 50 pounds of 
powder . 

And it certainly didn't h elp m atters 
w h en a couple of television cam era 
m en came scr eaming up in a mobile 

uni t to "ch eck out the explosion 
you 've h ad h ere." It took plenty of 
talking to convince them there h adn't 
been and w ouldn 't be any ex plosion. 
H ell, I was so busy pacify ing people 

th a t I didn 't even ha ve time to k eep 
t rack of m y own fire ! Needless to say , 
th er e was not any explosion-just a 

hot , rela tively br ief fi r e . 
In any even t, th e house was saved, 

th ough the garage h ad to b e com
pletely r ebuilt, and I lost the price of 
a new Rolls-Royce in tools, ammuni
tion , and components-insured, of 

course. 
The point I want to make h e re is 

tha t y ou might w ell find yourself in a 
simila r situation some day- and you 
might not be as lucky as I in quieting 

the a la rmis ts present, and you might 
also get a fire fighting cr ew tha t 
doesn't contain a couple of handload
e rs who know the score. If that hap
pens, then you m ay well lose a lot 

more than I did. This is pa rticularly 
true in a small town where firem en 
don 't get extensive training in fire be

hav ior . 
But a little n e ighborhood education 

might w ell prevent just that from 
happening, should you ever have a 
fire . Since you can't keep it secre t that 

you're a handloader and, the refore, 
have powder , primers, etc. somewhere 
in the house, you'll do w ell to let the 
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neighbors in on the facts. Bring them 
in and show them what you have and 
drag out your books and magazine ar
ticles to show them that what you 
have is LESS dangerous than the gas
oline they keep for their lawnmowers ; 
less dangerous than a can of lighter 
fluid; even less so than a can of 
mama's hair spray-some varieties of 
which make beautiful flamethrowers 
and grenades when h eated a bit too 
much. Even better yet, show them 
that you have powder and primers 
stored in a closed box or cabinet made 
of 1" lumber to keep fire from getting 
to it before the red trucks can arrive. 
This, incidentally, is recommended by 
the national association of fire chiefs, 
and we'll go into it n ext month, com
plete with dope on building your own 
si.orage unit. 

In short, make your neighbors 
aware of the facts . Convince them 
that the supplies for your hobby are 
no more dangerous than theirs. Then, 
if the day ever comes when yoii have 
a fire , there won't be people running 
wildly about, waving their arms and 
shouting, possibly to start a panic and 
cause far greater damage than the fire 
itself. 

From time to time we get requests 
for information on r eloading B erdan
primed cases. There are a number of 
calibers that just aren't to be had in 
any other form, no matter how hard 
you try, even by forming new brass. 
To the bes t of my knowledge, the1·e 
are two principal sources of Berdan 
primers in this country. J ack Brickell, 
Oregon Ammunition Service (Box 
7031, Portland, Oregon 97207) usually 
has a fair supply of British Kynoch 
caps (primers) to fit most of the more 
common English calibers. They aren' t 
cheap, usually running around $3.50 
for a tin of 250- but they arc avail
able. The Akan Company (3640 Sem
inary Road, Alton, Illinois 62004) im
ports a rather complete line of Berdan 
primers under its own label, and they 
will take care of most of the common 
metric calibers. 

If getting the old primers out both
ers you, get one of Lachmiller Engi
neering Company's ( 6445 San Fer
nando Road, Glendale, California) 
Berdan decapping tools. Seating new 
primers can often be done on conven
tional, standard- size priming devices, 
but Lachmiller also makes punches 
and shell holders in B erdan sizes for 
its bench priming tool. Getting the job 
done right is normally easier if you 
have the right tools. 

One of the most common military 
cartridges of pre- 1950's was the 7.92 
mm German service round, variously 
known as the 7.92x57mm, 8x57mm 
Mauser, 8 mm Mauser, 8x57JS, and 
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Riffe • Pistol 
Shotgun 

NRA MEMBERSHIP Department: 

Enter my s ub sc ription to THE AMERICAN 
RIFLEMAN, enroll me as an NRA Member a nd 
send m y three nrnrksmanship manuals.* 

City, State------------ZIP----

0 $5.00 enclosed 103a.o D Bill Me 

* Confirming applicalion and detai ls will also be sent. 

NATIO NA L RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
1600 Rhode Island Avenue • Washington, D. C. 20036 

if you like guns and shooting NRA 
there's a place for you in the 

'98 Mauser 
Douglas Barreled Actions 

• Hunters, targe t shooter s, plinkers .. . j oin 

over 900,000 sportsmen who now enjoy NRA pro· 

grams for rifle, pistol and shotgun. 

• As an NRA member, yo u can earn a national 

rating with the handgun , rifl e or shotgun of your 

choice ... win shooting awards on your own home 

range, or in state, reg ional and national tourna

ments . .. get expert advice on any subj ect per

taining to firea rms. You can enhance your enjoy

ment of gunsmithing, reload ing and gun collecting 

hobbies-and take an effective part in the fight for 

sane gun laws. 

• The American Rifl eman , A. 1erica's most 

popu lar magazine for hunters and shooters, comes 

to yo u each month as ano ther impo rtant member· 

ship benefit. Every issue is packed with tim ely 

articles on such subj ects as hunting, hand-loading, 

gunsmithing, the evaluation of new guns and shoo t· 

ing equipment, etc. 

• For just 85.00 a year , membersl1ip in the 

NRA b rin gs you all of the above benefits-and 

more-including the ri ght to buy guns, gun parts 

and ammunition, as offered for sa le to NRA mem· 

hers by the go vernment. Detai ls explaining all 

benefits will be sent with yo ur membership card. 

• As a special bonus for joining NOW, you 

receive free the three outstanding rifle, pi stol and 

shotgun marksmanship manuals pictured above. 

Use the handy order form. 

F.N. SUPREME Douglas Barreled Actions 
Barre ls come ff 1 Li g ht Spor ter 22" : 2 SU.nd
a rd Sporte r 24 " an d £ 5 Mag . Sport e r 26"' 

Calibe rs: .22-250 , .243, 6MM
0 

Rem., 
.25 ·'06, 7MM, .284 

109 W in . , 270 , .308 Wi n . , $ QQ 
.30' 0 6, and 6MM / 284. 

C a l ibe r s : .308 Norma Mag., .264 Win., 

. 300 w; n .• 7MM Rem. $11400 
M ag. and 6.5 R e m . Maa. 

Pre mium Grade 
B a r rel $4 .50 
ndditiona l 

D e luxe Poli s hing an d 
Sluing Blue- Bl ack 

$17.50 

$57.50 DOUGLAS BARRELS 
Premi um 

with : 1 , .!t 2 or E S bar r e ls in s t andar d g r a d e 
calibers, as listed with F . N . Supreme barre! 

Phone: 

216-

896-3209 

Thread e d and chambere d for F .N ., 98 Mauser, 
HVA , Springfie ld , E nfield. Re m . 721 and 722, 
J ap 6. 5 & 7 . 7 and Mode l 70 Win. $32 75 un i ts. M ag num calibe r s $5 .00 more. '98 $4.50 

Action s Only, All -M i lle d P arts $25.00 additional 

FROST CUSTOM ARMS SERVICE 
Deale r and Gunsmtth Jn(J1dd e.s lnvlted 

1756 Koons Road, Greensburg, Ohio 44232 Dept. G 

Pre mium g rad e $4.50 addi t iona l , • 

INSTALLATION SERVICE-Fit. head Sl)a<:e and 
te st. hre wilh smnple Jii·cd case on c u stomer s 
action. of the ahove barrels. $6. 50. Ho lt f:l<'e 
nit.Cration necessm·y o n 308 Norma Mng .. 264 
Win .• 3J8 W in., 7MM It.em., 458 W in . Mai.: . 
and 300 Win. $5 .00 
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~o:r:n.ad..y 
~.AN'DBOOK 
of Cartridge lR.eloa.cli:nc 

A Great New Guide ... 
• 360 colorful, fact-filled pages ranging 
from how to reload to the most complete and 
useful ballistics tables ever published. Over 
7,600 loads for 70 different centerfire cart
ridges. Over 23,500 ballistics calculations 
including complete velocity, energy, trajec· 
tory and drop tables. 

At your dealer's or send $3.50 
(postpaid) to: 

H o:r:n.a.dy 
BULLETS 

HORNADY MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
DEPT . G.GRANDISLAND, NEBR. 68801 

8" GERMAN LOCKBLADE SURVIVAL KNIFE $1.98 

"BLACK TIGER " opens with fln shlng s tee l omd Jock s ;.1uto 
m a lic.:1 lly in 01H.·nod pos i t i o n. '!'ho r;1zor stiarp ;J tj2 •1 b lndc 
Is of finest Solin:rcn s t ee l. A lways s haril . rc:1dy for u se ln 
t he grcnt. OLHdoor s. Overa ll lcng1 h 8". s lzo clo:-;cd ti", 1:·u 11 
mcltt l h nnd lcs. A pnw i s l nn nu1de G crnrnn s 1•or1.skn1 fc , 
$ 1 .98. O rder scvern l . S;.1tisfo(•t ion ::u:1rantcce1. Send cl1cck 
or rno nc y 11rclcr. 

N o c . o . o . - Free 1968 Kn i f e Catalog 

LEN COMPANY, BOX KYlOl BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11214 

HAND LOADERS! 
See For Yourself 

Why The HANDLOADER Magazine has 

become the 11 Talk of the Hobby. 11 Send 

Only t1 
For a va luab le Back Issue (o ur choice)_ 

Writers are best in the business. Each 68 

page issue crammed with articles on shot

shel I, rifle, pistol, bal I is tics, pet loads, 

product tests and more. 

Subscription: $4.00 for one year, $7.00 
fo r 2, or $9 .50 for 3 years. 

Back issue offer is limited, so 

SEND TODAY 

The HANDLOADER Magazine 

Rt. 4, Box 3482-G Peoria, Ill. 61614 
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other names. Probably more Mauser 
Mod. 98 rifles were made in this cali
ber than any other-and I sometimes 
wonder if nearly all of them didn't 
wind up being sold as surplus in this 
country. All too often the fellow who 
winds up with an 8 mm '98 will 
immediately begin to figure out how 
he can economically convert it to 
a more desirable caliber, since he 
doesn 't really consider the cartridge 
on a par with the more modern sport
ing numbers. 

There is certainly no need for any 
handloader to convert his 8 mm Mau
ser. Properly loaded, this venerable 
cartridge is more than adequate for 
anything you'll ever want to shoot on 
this continent. For example, if you 
want to shoot something mean and 
nasty like a big bear, the Speer 225 

grain round-nose bullet can be driven 
at slightly over 2500 fps by 56 grains 
of IMR 4350 powder at safe pressures. 
This is faster than the factory-loaded 
.30-06 220 grain bullet. The even heav
ier 236 grain bullet can be pushed out 
of the muzzle at just under 2400 fps 
by 46.5 grains of IMR 4320. If you 
prefer a somewhat lighter projectible, 
those of 170-180 grains weight can be 
whipped up to around 2800 fps by 52 
grains of IMR 4064 powder-again, 
virtually approaching the '06 factory 
loads with similar weights. A charge 
of 56 grains of 4320 will produce 3000 
fps with 150 grain bulle ts, and if you 
want to bust varmints, use 125 grain 
bullets with the same powder charge 
for a couple hundred fps greater ve
locity. 

Whatever you do, don't put the old 
8 mm Mauser down simply because it 
happens to be over 80 years old and 
the U.S. makers have always loaded it 
rather lightly. In fact, you don't have 
to handload to have really modern 
performance-just pick up some of 
the fine DWM factory loads available 
through Speer dealers. The 196 grain 
bullet is driven at 2720 fps, producing 
3220 fp at the muzzle. Think that over 
before spending time and money con
ve1-ting a good 8 mm '98 to some other 
caliber. 

Incidentally, by the time you read 
this, Speer, Inc. (Box 244, Lewiston, 
Idaho) , will be marketing a complete 
line of DWM ammunition, as well as 
some Boxer-primed cases and Bren
n eke bullets. We'll certainly have 
more on this later, after we get a 
chance to work out with some of the 
n ew ammunition and components. 

If you are one of those fellows who 
likes to shoot and load for the metric 
calibers, you'll be pleased to know 
that Firearms International ( 4837 
Kerby Hill Road, Washington, D.C. 
20022) has in stock an extensive in

ventory of Finnish-made Sako cases. 
Just drop FI a line for the name of 
their dealer nearest you and he can 
get them. 

There is a new reloading tool com -
pany in action today. Called Tecto 
(1625 Washington Street N.E. , Minne
apolis, Minnesota 55418) its a new di
vision of a firm that has long been 
supplying tooling to industry for the 
production of ammunition and compo
nents. Thus far , the line is small and 
restricted to low-priced items. We've 
been playing around with the $13.95 
reloading press and $9.95 powder 
meas ure and will be reporting on 
them in the not-too-distant future. In 
the meantime, brochures are available. 

Spring though it may be, it sure 
isn't too early to start thinking about 
the handloads you'll be wanting to use 
next big game season. As the weather 
warms up, it's time to do a little fun 
shooting-and you might as well 
make it worthwhile two ways. Don't 
restrict it to your varmint and .22 RF 
rifles. Work in the gun(s) you'll use 
for meat next fall. The more familiar 
you are with both gun and loads when 
that bull elk steps into your sights, 
the more likely you are to collect him. 
Last-min u t e loaded ammunition, 
last-minute zeroing, and a half-dozen 
rounds fired to reacquaint yourself 
with the outfit just isn't enough. Shoot 
that meat or trophy gun and ammuni
tion throughout the summer and 
you'll have made a large portion of 
the "luck" many people depend ~ 
upon for hunt success. ~ 

GUN REGISTRATION 

It is assumed that every reader of this magazine is against any legislation 

which would require the registration of guns. But how about your friends 

and neighbors? Ask them if they want it a matter of public record that 
the)r home is not protected with a gun! If they are not in the registration 

books, this means that they don't own a gun-or that they are lawbreakers 

if they did not register it-and that their home is unprotected. Wouldn't 

thieves like to have this information; and how hard would it b~ for them 
to get it? 
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HUNTERS WON'T 
BELIEVE ME. • • 
'til they try my new game calling 

sounds and instructions! 

Use the right calling methods ... make the right 
sounds, and dee r will almosr run over you ... 
crows will fly to within a few feet of your head 
. . . foxes , bobcats, coyotes, wolves, coons and 

many others wn1 come ro you as fast as they can 
nm , day or night, ycar-'round! 

SEASON'S NOW OPEN ON MANY OF THESE! 

SEND NO MONEY! 
If you want to call SUCCESSFULLY with ANY 
METHOD or ANY TYPE OF EQUIPJ\IENT, 
wrice me today. I'll send you a FREE folder 
fiJJed with game calling phocos . . . thrilling 
stories about game calling . . . and I'll tell you 
1he right way to get started. 

Send me your name and zip code NOW'! A card 
or letter will do. 

Johnny Stewart 
Box 7765, Dept. GM-48 Waco, Texas 76710 
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Weaver K4 and K6. 

You can't buy a better 
scope at any price. 

For hunting you need a rugged , dependable scope that can 
take a rough-country beating under all weather 

conditions. Exclusive steel-tube construction, three-way 
weatherproofing, and the finest in precision optics mean a 

Weaver K Model will be ready to put you on target when 
you're ready to shoot. K Model prices start at $29.50. 

F ~~MADE-IN-AMERICA QUALITY WEAVE* COPES. 

FDR YOUR FREE CATALOG WRITE : W. R. WEAVER CO. 
DEPT. 43 / El PASO. TEXAS 79915 

C1968 W. R. W~ver Co. 

Walther P.38 WWII military .. $19.95 

Walther P.38 commercial ..... ... $19.95 

Walther PP .32 blue DA ........ .. $19.95 

Walther PPK slide cycles ....... ... $i2.95 

Tokarev 7 .62 blue .................. $19.95 

Browning Hi Power stock slot .. $19.95 

Browning .380 pocket ..... .. ..... $17.50 

Luger P.08 4" blue ... ............... $19.95 
Luger Navy 6" and Artil. 8" ea. 22 .50 

Berella Ml934 .32 ..... .......... . $19.95 
Government Model .45 & LW $19.95 

Mauser Military 1st type ...... $19.95 

Nambu M14 8MM WWII ...... $19.95 

Stock for Luger models .......... $ 9.95 
Drum magazine for Luger .... .. $ 9.95 

Four·color Engl is h catalog $1 , refunded 

on fint order. All prices pos tpaid U .S . No 
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Top 
~118/lly GUN products by 

l:RSHON COMPUY 
RECOIL PADS 
SLIP ON PADS 
SHELL PACKS 
GRIP ADAPTERS 
PISTOL CASES 
PISTOL GRIPS 

'Z)O#e 't "-ft~~ 94H'e 

f'r J 

USE MERSHON ,, .-:,. 

SURE GRIP 'ID SHELL PACKS 
N oisy loose shell s in you r poc ket 
spook your game. Use these si -
lent pate n t ed "O" r in g- type s l1ell packs t o securely 
h ole! your cartridges. 3 sizes, each h o ldi n g a variety 
of shell s. ).Ifg. o f durable m o lded r ubber . fl ex ibl e t o 
-G5 F . F its any belt u p to 1 ~ 8 " wide. R ed , b row n , black 
colors. Only ,.3.50 . 

I 
NEW "WlllTE LINE"® RECOIL PADS 

Newly cn g- incered patented desig n prog ressively absorbs 
m ore recoil no bottoming out. :\ lolded of oil resistant 
Du P o1: t Neoprene. Stays flexib le in co ldes t weath e r. 
A m odel fo r every ~y p c t: un. I n sist on <.'! " White Line'' 
li fetime recoi l pad s . Delu xe shown H . jtJ. 

• MERSHON CUSTOM 

HANDGUN CASES 
3, 4 & 5 gun models 

Compact. li g l1t. beautiful. sturdy 
h a nd gun cases with rac ks fo r 
3 . 4 and 5 gun s. rxtra la rge 
space for accesso ries and 
spottln !! scop('. Availab le 
w i th or w ithout back doo r. 
:Ext erio r finishC'd in y our 
ch oice o f five a ttra ctive 
co lo rs and materials. 
fully lined in s ide t o 
m atcl1. 3 g: un m ode l w i th-
out back doo r on ly S27.50. Op
t iona l. ad j ustable hand gun tray fo r 

I 
I 

h o lding ANY hand gu n so lid ly tn p lace at small 
additional cos t. "Guaran teed fi n est case m ade." 

\\ 10 POINT" GRIPS 
Preferred by mos t Jaw en force
men t a :.:cnclcs. these ru bber 
n on-b reak able g r ips will fit a l l 
m odern Co lts and S&\V revo lv 
ers and pi s to ls . Easily installed. 
I m p r oves shooting acc ur ac y: 
p rcvC'nls :::- un f ro m s li ppi tH! if 
h ands a rc moist o r wet. Ca n be 
cut o r shaped to fi t your h a nd . 

--~- O n ly $5.75 . 

Delu xe Slip -O n 

RECOIL PADS 
E asily ~ li ps on to a n y s ho t g un 
o r ri fl e . .. Prog r C'ssivc action •· 
a bsorbs !'h ock . i\HJ! . o r " All 
Weather· · type rubbC'r. t his 
q ua li ty pad as s ure~ you o r yea rs 
o r shoo ting comfo r t . Avai lable 
1n 3 s lzrs. O n ly S2.50. 

·cc you 1· i\ l e 1·s h o n D ca lc 1· 
or Wl' i tc FO R F HB E lite r a tu r e 

'

ERSHON COMPANY 
1230 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90015 

Dept. G-4 

OUR MAN IN 

WA~llN~lllN 
CARL WOLFF 

WHY THE CHANGE? 

The Pre s ident in hi s St a te of the Union Mes sage 
opened wide the wa y to compromise on the gun control 
i ssue. As if only by a passing thought, he sa id : "And 
I urge the Congres s to s top the tra de in ma il order 
murder, to stop it this ye a r, by a dopting a proper 
gun-control law." 

This was one s entence in an hour of s entence s cha rg
ing Congres s to ca rry forth the Admini s tra tion's pro
gr a m. Las t ye a r in t he previous Sta te of the Union, 
he sa id, "We will r e commend s trict controls on the 
sa le of fire a rms . " 

The key to the turning point is the word "proper• 
repla cing the previous word " s trict." Why the change ? 
Simply put, the regula r cours e of events ha s been 
kind to the shooting s port s man . 

He a ding up the reas ons for cha nge is tha t the Pre s i
dent no longer ha s t he influence he once held over 
Congre ss . The l a wma kers ha ve gone ho s tile to much 
of the Admini s tra tion' s thinking. Thi s i s demon
s tra ted by the fi ght over an increas e in t axe s . 

High on the li s t too must be the turnover of peopl e 
within the s upers tructure of the Executive Branch of 
the government. Nicholas deB. Ka tzenba ch, for one, 
was removed a s the na tion's number one l aw officer. 
Repla cing him as Attorney Genera l was Ra ms ey Cl a rk. 

Genera l Cla rk has given only token support for the 
s trict control s pushed by Ka tzenba ch. Another im
porta nt development wa s the Sena te censure of Sena tor 
Th oma s Dodd (D.~ C onn. ) . The t a inting of hi s repu
t a tion a l s o cont amina ted the legisla tion with which 
he wa s identified. 

From the s e examples an illus ive pa ttern sta rts to 
r a ise its inta ngible head . Yet, it is there. The Presi
dent now must temper hi s programs. Pressure exerted 
on one hunk of legisla tion ha s a distracting effect 
on another. 

The t ax increas e and other legisla tion has t aken 
h igh priority. Exa mple: the t ax bill must, a ccord
ing to the Constitution, start in the House side of 
Congress . This me a ns the Ways and Means Committee 
ha s jurisdiction. Chairman of the Committee is Wil
bur Mills (D.~Ark. ) . 

Regular readers will recall Rep. Mills did not like 
the hanky~panky pulled last year with the Adiminis
tration's strict firearms control bill. The measure 
was rewritten to refer it to the Judiciary Commit tee. 
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It has since been a sore spot with several members 
of the Mills Committee, including its chairman. 

The "proper" firearms bill then should involve 
Ways and Means. But, this will take a while. Gun legis
lation started in the Senate and that is where it 
should properly start on its legislative journey. 

In the Senate, is another key legislative figure, 
Senator James Eastland (D.~Miss.). He chairs the 
Judiciary Committee under which Dodd has his Juvenile 
Delinquency Subcommittee. Already Delinquency has 
sent to Eastland its recommendation for strict fire
a rms control. But the full committee is not in any 
way bound by a subcommittee. 

As a matter of fact, in the last congress, two years 
ago, legislation faced the same situation. The full 
commit tee substituted a compromise bill. Since then, 
a change in committee assignments has removed anti
gunner, Senator Jacob Javits (R.~N.Y.) and replaced 
him with Senator Strom Thurmond (R.-S.C.). This change 
t a s the effect of not one but two votes. It removes one 
from the opposition and adds one to the pro-gun group. 

The key Republican on Judiciary is Senator Roman 
Hruska (Neb.). It is his bill that is expected to be 
substituted for the so-called "Dodd bill" when the 
committee moves the legislation forward. 

From the Judiciary, the legislation will go to the 
Senate Commerce Committee. Commerce should have had 
jurisdiction over the legislation all along but Dodd 
got the bill referred to Judiciary with the consent of 
Commerce. 

The inside story here is that Commerce is not likely 
to s low up any Hruska-type compromise. But, should too 
strong a bill come out of Judiciary, it will be held 
up for close committee review. Then a Commerce-ap
proved measure will go to the Senate floor for vote, 
discussion and passage to the House, if a majority of 
the Senators agree. 

Just what kind of a bill will be sent to the House 
side is still up in the air. There are those who want 
the existing Hruska bill. It is likely, however, that 
some amending will be done. 

An educated guess is that a total ban on interstate 
shipment of handguns will result and that a notarized 
statement for long guns will be required. The notar
ized statement will be sent to the local police of
ficer before deli very of the rifle or shotgun. 

Re a ction to the President's new position has been 
ca lled by shooting-minded lawmakers as a real step 
forward in ending, for a time anyway, the Washington 
controversy over guns. Even Senator Dodd has said he 
agreed with Mr. Johnson. "The Gun Control Bill, which 
I authored ••• (is) already in Commit tee." It must be 
pa ssed by the Congress, he urged. It should be pointed 
out that the Dodd version of a firearms bill is between 
the strict provisions of the harsh Administration 
measure and the more liberal Hruska proposal. 

Not welcoming the State of the Union Message was the 
Kennedy core of lawmakers. This is where the real far 
out gun control thoughts come from. The Administra
tion's bill was writ ten by Senator Bob Kennedy's ~ 
friends in Justice while Katzenbach was there. I.Ill 
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HGPKINS ~ALLEN 
THE HERITAGE 

Muzzle Loading Rifle 

A t lC~ n 1lif u l fin is h ed . t r nd i t io n ;\ l A m cri c :m w :i l n ul s t ock 
b cu:11p l i m c n tc{f b y an inse t I J1" : 1 s~ p c n : 111osl un c:: :1 p ho x. 
flu c> 1·-(lc. 1ts b r ~ 1 SS 1r i gi.,: c 1· i;u ard exte n s i on :1nd bra i,..-. 
crN •('Cl1 t · Sh :1pe<1 l.Hll l. pl at e . T he 32" ocrngon .:11 lJa rrci l 
b fi ni'-hC<I i n a deep U l uc-b l aek emphas i zed b .v go l d 
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THIS SHOOTING SPORT IS SUCH A DIFFICULT ONE 

THAT ONLY THE TOUGHEST MEN WIN 

THE FREE RIFLE GAME 

By CHARLES ASKINS 

20 

r 

An schutz Mode l 14 13 

SEVENTY YEARS AGO at Lyon , France, the fir st world rifle cham-

pionsh ip was shot. The championship wa s decided at 300 meters, 

120 shots, any center fire rifle, iron sight , and wa s fired prone, kneeling, 

and offhand. It was won by a Norwegian, A. Helge rud . His score was 

942 out of a possible 1200 points. We had a coupl e of entri es, but we 

didn ' t look so good, our No. 1 man fini shed 7th and our o. 2 wound up 

in 9th place. 

We had ome pretty good excuses. The Continentals, we found , played 

a different game than our own. Vle were, in tho e days, pretty hot at 

tl1 e offhand and at the ] 000 yd. game but thi s 300 meter dodge was 

brand new. Our people ha rdl y kn ew how far three hundred meter s might 

be. Along with this, th e competition had rifles the like of which we bad 

never seen. 

Since th a t beginning, the world matches have been fired every four 

years-wars permitting- and we also tilt at four-year inter val for th e 

world diadem at the Olympics. Between the world matches and the 

Olympiad we alternate, so that both big bangfests do not fall in the 

sa me year. You would think with thi s amount of hooting, stretching 

over almost three-quarters of a century, we'd have soon gained the 

ascendency at a ga me which is essentiall y as American as base ball. The 

fa cts are-the cold ha rsh truth- we've sca rcely won at all. 

After th e fir st matches in 1897, won as I've said by a Torwegian, the 

Swiss asserted their supremacy in the international game and Konrad 

Staheli won 1he world championship a total of six times. This wa over 

a period of years and .was climaxed by bi s superb firing in 1912 when 

he chalked up a new world record of 1078 points. Thus, in a period 

of 15 years- from 1897 to 1912- the top score was upped from 952 
(Continued overleaf) 
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1952 
1. USSR 1123 
6. USA 1104 

18. USA 1055 

19·52 
1. Norway 1164 

11. USA 1155 
12. USA 1155 
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Capt. Dan Puckel of the U.S. Team demonstrates their styles in offhand and kneeling 

positions. Kneeling scores with this stance are within two per cent of prone scores. 

OLYMPIC GAMES SHOOTING EVENTS 
1952-1964 

300-Meters Free Rifle 
1956 1960 

1. USSR 1138 1. Austria 1129 
8. USA 1082 7. USA 1121 

10. USA 1075 10. USA 1114 

50-Meter Smallbore, 3 position 

1956 1960 
1. USSR 1172 1. USSR 1149 

12. USA 1153 1. USA 1136 
14. USA 1151 24. USA 1115 

1964 
1. USA 
3. USA 

1964 
1. USA 
6. USA 

1153 
1136 

1164 
1147 
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FREE RIFLE GAME 

Schultz & Larsen Model 62 

Armorers from the U.S. Army Marksmanship Training Unit at Ft . Benning 
used a Remington Model 40X barreled action to make up this free rifle. 

to 1078, a commendable increase of 

136 p oint . The .S. marksmen con

tinued to tr y but we were also-ran. 

This kept on until the Olympics of 

1920. W orlcl War I had just around 

to a close, and our combat rifl emen had 

performed superbl y. The world ac

kn owledged us as a nati on o f ri fl emen, 

and we th ught we were pretty good, 

too. The Marines sent a gunnery ser

geant to the Olympi cs. H e was Morri s 

" Buel" Fisher , and he cleaned up, not 

on ly annexed the coveted Olympic gold 

medal but banged out a new world 

record: A practically unassailable tally 

of 1090! 

22 

Hammerli Free Rifle 

Then, just to show it was no Aa- h 

in the pan , Fisher r eturned to the in

ternational matches at Rheims, France, 

in 1924, and again won the 300 meter 

tit l.e. The next year, however. the Swi 

fo rged to the fr ont again. Jon Hart

mann became the fir t rifl eman in his

tor y to crack the magic 1100 point 

level. He scored 1109. 

The internati onals were staged in 

Antwerp in 1930. We sent over a 

team, which included I:Iarry Renshaw, 

a lieutenant of the .S. Air Corps, 

who won the 300 meter event. After 

that we sort of gave up. Our successes 

had been few and our defeats many. 

This was a sad e rror in judg ment on 

the part of someone for the Eur opeans 

continued to shoot, and as they com

peted against each other cores con

tinu ed to climb. One reason we had 

withdra1 n was our rifles. We tri ed to 

bu i Id a suita ble 300 meter gun aro und 

the old '03 Spring fi eld. In 1924, and 

again a t Antwerp when Rensha w won , 

we had fired the .30-06 cartrid ffe, a 

special loading called Palma Match, 

but in a Martini rifle. That is to say 

a Swi s Martini action barreled by 

Spring fi eld Arm ory. The fac ts were 

that we were 11 ot onl y outg unned by 

the Continenta ls but they also under · 

stood the free rifl e game much better 

than did our marksmen. It is a hi ahl y 

spec ialized affair , and to excel the 

g unner must not only live on the 300-

meter ran ge but he must h ave as en

couragement a fraternity which prac

tices hi s game. T he sport in No rth 

Ame ri ca 1rns about as popular as Re

publicans along the P edernal es. It was 

not unti l the earl y 1950's that interc t 

was again revived in this worldwide 

shootin g event amon g American rifle

men. 

Mea111 hil e, the Europeans had gone 

ri ght along with their biannual tour

naments. In 1937, E. Kivi tik of Es

tonia. won the world champi on. hip 

with the extraordin a ry record sco re of 

1124.. This mark was so astronomi

ca lly hi "h that it was not until 1 9S4~ 

some 17 years later- that A natol i Bog

danov, the Sovi et's star performer, 

wh ooped the mark up to 1133. 

Directl y after World War II the 

USSR decided that the ir people mu t 

excel in all thin gs athletic, in clu din g 

shooting. For a number of years the 

So viet fann ed out wo rldwide and took 

volu min ous n otes on eve ry well -kn own 

athlete, and observed and ph oto

graphed every rank ing athl eti c tourna

ment. This included all the larger 

shootin g competitions as well. Rifl e 

were hipped back to Moscow from 

ever y armsmaker and ammuniti ons by 

the to n were imported. Finall y, after 

a ll the preliminaries, the Ru sians 

were read y. They participated in the 

Olympic Games in a seri ou way, and 

in all the international bangfests. That 

their course of action has payed off 

was n ot long in evidencing itself. The 

Muscovites, in no time at all, became 

the shooters to watch . They won; they 

hung up new records ; they were 

tough. The Swiss long considered the 

world's outstanding stars at the 300 

meter sport, (Continued on page 61) 
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The first of a series of short articles on guns of 

the past which are in everyday use. 

T HE REAL beginning of the Winchester Model 97 shotgun 
came in the year 1890, when Winchester bought a patent 

from the Browning brothers covering a slide action shotgun 
with visible hammer. The first gun produced from this patent 
was the Model 1893, which was first announced in the Win
chester catalog of June, 1893. 

After some 34,000 Model 1893 shotguns were produced, the 
gun was withdrawn from the market, redesigned somewhat, 
and introduced as the Model 1897. 

The differences between the old Model 1893 and the new 
Model 1897 were five in number. The frame was made longer 

So You Own 

By BOB GIBSON 
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1NCHESTER 
MODEL 97 

SHOTGUN? 
to handle the recently introduced 23/4" shells, and was strengthened 
to accomodate smokeless powder shells which were becom ing 
popular. Where the 1893 ejected the spent shells from the top, the 
1897 had an ejection port on the side. The stock was made longer 
on the 1897 and was a bit straighter (less drop). 

To operate the slide handle on the 1897 you must f irst push the 
slide forward (this releases the action slide lock) and then pull the 
slide back. When the gun is fired, the recoil of the gun does this. 

The Model 1897 shotgun was produced from Novem ber 1897 
through 1957, during which time some 1,024,700 were produced in 
various grades and gauges. The gun was first made in 12 gauge 
only, but in 1900 the 16 gauge was added. The first 12 gauge guns 
were solid frame, and takedown models were first made in 1898. 

Why do so many hunters prefer the old '97 over the more modern 
pump action shotguns? This is hard to pin down, although there 
are several factors which are always mentioned when this question 
is asked. First, the '97 does not have a trigger safety. Setting the 
exposed hammer at half-cock makes the gun absolu ely safe, and 
the shooter can tell at a glance if the gun is safe or not. 

Perhaps the most important reason for hanging on to thi s relic 
of the past is that most owners of the Model '97 will bet you any 
amount of money that this shotgun shoots harder and fa rthe r. 

Whatever the reasons for keeping the old '97, there are perhaps 
more of these veterans still in use today than any other single 
model, and the owners have little fear that the gun wi ll keep ~ 
shooting, hard and far, for many years to come. ~ 
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Some auto pistols deserve a poor reputation, 

but the author steps forth._ .. 

IN 
DEFENSE 

OF A 
TARNISHED 
TRIO 

By DONALD M. SIMMONS 

C UNS SOMETIMES have unearned reputations 
which can be likened to those of certain fun 

loving females who through jealousy or malice are 
called nasty five letter names. When I think of auto
matic pistols which have been the most maligned, 
I think of those I choose to call my Shady Ladies. 
So step up, mister, and meet the girls! 

I think the classic case of a pistol getting a bad 
reputation just because it was cheap, is the Spanish 
Astra 400. In the early 1950's I bought ten boxed 
pistols, each with an extra magazine and a Spanish 
instruction manual and the jobber even threw in an 
extra unboxed one, all for one hundred and ten dol
lars. This just wasn't a fair price for this good a gun. 
We used to laughingly call them "Mary Astra" in the 
gun shows, and there weren't many sola. 

Walther P-38 

Yet, let's take a hard look at these pistols to see 
if they are as worthless as their price would indicate. 
Besides being underpriced they were also sold as 
able to shoot practically any 9 mm ammo you could 
find. This misrepresentation came about because 
there was only a very small supply of the correct 
9 mm Luger. This trouble over the correct ammo. 
time and some Astras could get away with the 9 mm 
Luger cartridge. if they had a tight chamber. I sold 
most of mine with a box of 9 mm Steyr ammo which 
gave much more satisfactory results than did the 
9 mm Luger. This trouble over the correct ammo 
didn't do anything to help the image of the Astras. 
They got an undeserved reputation for misfiring. 

Another cross that the Astra had to bear was one 
which will be carried by all Spanish guns for a long 
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French M-1935A made by S.A.C.M. 

time. "Made in Spain" on a pistol has the same 
effect on a buyer as saying, "Here is a piece of junk. 
Look out!" Certainly in the 1920's and 1930's most 
of the guns imported from Spain were junk, but that 
doesn't mean that Spain was arming her own army 
and navy with junk. They weren't; they used their 
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Astra Model 400 

The M-1935A field st rips like the 
Colt .45 Auto except that the fir ing 
assembly strips as a subassemb ly. 

best hand gun the Model 400 from Astra. 
Let me try to explain why the Astra has class; First, 

look at the finish of an Astra. The outside has that 
very expensive rust blue that one sees on a good 
pre-WW 11 Luger. This type of blue requires many 
applications and polishings and is very expensive 
in man/hours. The inside finish is left in the "white," 
another expensive treatment. The Astra has features 
not found in other inexpensive guns. Each pin is 
tocked in place with an "L" tail which is always in 
the same spot and which can be quickly pried up. 
The walls and, more importantly, the feed lips of the 
magazine are almost twice the usual thickness. This 
gives a very durable magazine. The Astra has a grip 
safety as well as a manual safety, but they also have 
a magazine safety which (Continued on page' 72) 
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REBEL'S SECRET WEAPON 
By E. SMOKEY KINNON A THU IDERO S roar reverberat

ed throuo-h the Georgia p ines and 

hi tory was made. The event has been 

a controversial topic from that day on 

and probably will be until encl of time. 

A corn fi eld was torn up, an acre of 

ground plowed up . .. and some ru 

mors persisted that three people were 

ki lled. Thi s ha not been substantiated. 

26 

After the moke lifted, and the pop

eyed, fri ghtened spectators drifted back 

from behind trees, boulders and other 

shields, an in ventory wa taken of the 

effectiveness of the weapon . On the 

right, in a di ta nt fi eld , a cow lay dead! 

Kill ed by a can non ball! To the left , 
a far distant, a chimn ey on a house 

was bl°' n to bits! By a cann on ball! 

T he rows of stakes driven into the 

ground as a target, representing "Damn 

Yankee" oldiers, were the on ly obj ects 

un ca thed in the field ! Thi memorable 

event took place in April, 1862, nea r 

Athens, Georgia, in a field on the 1 ew

ton Bridge road. 

The fabu lous weapon was a double 

barrel ca nn on. Its inventor, John \Ves

ley Gi lleland, Sr., a mechanic and 

The Confederate double barrel cannon now rests on the city hall lawn In Athens, Georgia. 
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* 
IF THE DOUBLE BARREL CANNON HAD WORKED SUCCESSFULLY 

THE CONFEDERATE STATES MIGHT HAVE WON THE CIVIL WAR * 
housebuilder , was also a private in 

"Mitchell 's Thund e rbo l ts," an elite 

home guard unit of men who were 

ineligible for active duty because of 

their age or di sa bi litv. Gilleland , was 

emplo yed by Cook's Armory in Athens 

durin g the war. 

Gill eland had two so ns in th e service. 

but one was released from duty after 

about a year becau se of wounds he 

had received, includin g a loss of a 

hand. This probably wa '3 one reason 

the eld er Gilleland was spurred to de

vise thi s can non. He und oubted ly fig · 

ured two cann on ball s with a chain 

l etween would reall y be effective, that 

it would "mow clown th e enem y, as 

a scv the cut wh eat. " 

The barrels were side bv side and 

diverged bv three deg rees fr om paral

lel. The cannon hall s were 6 pounders. 

and conn ected with an 8 foot chain . 

By having a slight di vergence to the 

barrels. the balls were supposed to sep

ara te after leaving the muzzl e. clrawinµ 

th e chain ti ght. which was the " cyth e" 

that would " mow 'em down." Some

times the plan s of mice and men go 

a1 ry and this was one of those times. 

Colon el G. W. Rain s, commandant 

of the Augusta Arse nal. was a skepti c 

fr om th e beginnin g and frank ly ex

pressed his opinion of th e gun . He 

pointed out that in 185.- while he was 

Commandant of Rec ruits at Go ve rnor's 

Island. Ne w Yo rk H arbor , a similar 

weapon was brought to hi attenti on , 

and he would have nothin g more to 

do with "G il!elancl 's fo lly." 

The barrel s had been cast in the 

Athens Foundry in 1862. under the 

supervi sion of one Th omas Ba iley. after 

36 interes ted citizens ra ised the neces

sary 350 for its manufacture. Th e 

gun barrels were cast so the powder 

from both barrel wou ld meet at the 

central point. The th eorv was fin e. but, 

in practi ce it did not work so precisely. 

This also was Colonel Rain 's position. 

He explained to Ordn ance Chief, Colo

nel Josiah Gorgas, that no matter how 

well the powder is weighted , it will not 

fire both barrels at precisely the same 

time as gun powder is not identi cal in 

stru cture, shape. or s ize. He co mmented 

furth er, two cartridges are unequal in 
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dimensions when contammg the same 

amount of powder by weight, hence 

the volumes of air in the spaces of the 

charges are unequal. He al so stated 

that even if it were possible to have 

the charges the same to a mi ll ionth. 

1·here are still other fa ctors to be con

sidered. The friction of the ball s and 

the weight of the balls, which also vary 

a fra ction. throw the center of gravity 

of th e balls in different positions caus

ing one ball to lead the other in leavin g 

the muzzle and either break the chain 

or take a boomerang course with un 

expected r esults. 

Gilleland was a man not easi ly con

vinced. After the Ordnan ce Department 

rejected the ca nnon as not practical., 

he appealed to Govern or Joseph E. 
Brown of Georgia . Brown could do 

nothing so the gun was returned to 

Athens. When the Federa l occupati on 

forces came to Athen s. the cannon was 

probably in the yard of Town Hall. 

Even if it was worthless as a de

fensive piece, it was to serve as a warn

ing to the citizens of Athens i11 case 

of enemy attack or raid. \'i;Then the 

summer of 1863 came, people began 

to prepare for such an eventuality. A 

Dr. Moore had been appoi ntecl as mas

ter of the cannon and he was to fire 

the cannon as a warnin g in the event 

a raid occurred . All the plans for evac

uatin g the homes had been made. The 

women and chi ldren were to go to the 

shelter of the Town Hall. The men 

were to form a circle and fight. 

One sunny, quiet Sunda y, the town

folk were in church, thankin g the Lord 

for having protected them from raids 

and other miseries of war, when BA

R -0-0-0-M ! went the cannon . A near 

panic ensued. Women and children 

crying and screaming, and men went 

dashing through the streets. After a 

lull in the excitement, it was found 

that some prankish kids had lit the 

fu se in the "always-ready" cannon to 

see how well the evacuation and de

fense would materialize. The cannon 

was not loaded with a·n y chained balls. 

A unit of raiders did try to enter 

Athens in 1864, but the Lumpkin Ar

tillery, a local unit, discouraged them 

with a few rounds and the rai ders 

changed their course an d by-passed 

Athens, which saved th town . 

The cannon di sappear d from public 

eye in about 1891. It had stood in the 

yard of the Town H all in ce it was 

considered impracti cabl as a weapon 

in warfare. The fu se h I had been 

spiked by the F ederal force wh n they 

occupied Athens, and town boys had 

one ho le drilled out o th cannon 

could be used duri ng Christmas, an d 

other festive occasions for firin g salutes. 

The cannon reappear cl in 1895 as 

dramaticall y as it d isappeared. It was 

found b y a yo un g b oy chasing lizards 

in the yard of hi s h ome. When thr 

lizard eluded him an d wen t into a pil e 

of debri s and rocks. he started to cl iz 

and stru ck someth ing m tallic. It wa~ 
a ca nn on. H e sold th worthl es piece 

of junk to a junk deal r for four do l

lars. He realized wha t a priceless th ing 

it was when it became known that it 

was the famou s "on in th world" 

double barreled cann on. 

When a local gr oup arte making 

pictures of hi stori cal obj els in A thens. 

it made the citi zens awar of the fac t 

that they had one object which was the 

only one of its kin d in the world- th e 

doub le barrel cann on . Th Publi c 

Proper ty Committee was au th orized by 

the city co uncil to have the old cannon 
mounted . 

Another side light to the discover y 

of the vanished gun is that it was dis

covered in the junk h op by th man 

who had supervised th cas ting of the 

cannon- Mr. Th omas Bail y. The old 

cannon finall y fou nd a p rmanent 

home after lying in the ground for 36 
years. It was set up in a smal l park in 

front of the present Cit) Hall. When 

circumstances requi red the destruction 

of the park, the cann on was moved to 

the lawn of that building. 

There is an ironic twi t to the life 

of this " one and only" cannon in the 

world. Years later , a candidate for 

pub lic office n oted th at in its presen t 

environment, the gun - muzzle was 

pointin g at the City Hall. One of his 

campaign promises was to have it 

turned around if he was elect cl . He 

probably was. as the gun 1101' ~ 

fa ces away fr om the building. ~ 
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PART3 

W E'VE ALREAD SAID- and, 

I think, proven, that ·hotsheU 

reloading is simple, safe, convenient, 

and economical. But, of course, econ

omy is often more important than the 

other factor just men tioned . Some 

fellows will brave complexit , hazard , 

and incon venience to ave a buck or 

two an y da y of the week. T he guy 

who has lot of free time on hi s hands 

ove r loncr ' inter evenin gs doesn 't 

rea ll y care if it takes him 40 or 50 

hours to load up nex t sea on's ammu

nition - and neither does the fellow 

who just can't afford store-bought 

shells. 

"Economy" can mean many things 

to man y people-to some it mea ns the 

second car is a Chevy instead of an 

Olds; to some I know, it can mean 

kipping lunch to afford to shoot a 
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By Maj. 

George C. Nonte 

round o[ keet. Ju t how much econ

omy is ga i11 ed by reload ing shot

shells? And, more important, how is 

the utmo t in economy prod uced? 

And, can top performance on range 

and field be made compatible wi th 

maximum economy? 

How much yo u save depends upon 

several thin g : First, the cost of com

ponents yo u use; second, the loads 

u ed ; third, the leng ths (ti me- and 

e1Iort-wise) to which yo u will go to 

gain econom y. 

First, let's isolate the cost of too ls 

and accesso ries. Amorti zi ng their cos t 

over a coupl e or three years would 

be the bookkeeper 's approach, but 

would only muddy the picture here. 

So, we'll assume your too ls are paid 

for , and the money forgo tten. 

1an y fellows tend to overl ook some 

cos ts, and, therefore, get a di torted 

picture of the true cost of their re

loads. 'los t often overlooked are case 

co t and waste. The la tter refers im

ply to components lost or poil ed

and , believe me, I've seen lots o[ hand 

loaders lose as much as 10 per cent 

of their supp li es this wa y. For exam

ple, take the fellow who bu yg 1000 

primer s for .14..50. He fi gures hi s 

primer cos t at ·o.145 per shell- com

pletely ignor ino- the fa ct that he' ll 

poil at least a dozen or two by care

less sea ting; drop an d lose at least 1.5 

in hand lin g; and lose at least a~ man y 

more by spo iling indi vidual cases aft

er they've been primed. All to ld, he 

really gets onl y about 950 completed 

shell out of 1000 primers-resulting 

111 a 4.8 per cent increase in primer 

cost. The same appli es to a ll other 
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componenl , though, in my experience, 
Lo a slightl J lesser degree. Remember 
tl1e times ou've spilled shot and 

powder? 
~ T e can't really accout for spillage 

and ' astage in our fi gures here-but 
the prudent handloader will add 5 
per cent to our fi gures to cover such 
eventua liti es unl ess he's one of th ose 
perfect indi vid uals who never, never 
doe anything wrong. 

Here, though . are the costs that 
must be included: 1. ) Ca e cost (ac
quisition co t of case divided hr num
ber of load ing obtained) . 2. ) Primer 
cost. 3.) Wad cost (be sure and in
clude all wads) . 4.) Powder cost. 5.) 

hot cost. 
tilizing retai l price of brand name 

components extan t at the time th i is 
written, published in 1968 " hoo ter'. 
Bible," here are loading co ts of 100 
ro unds for two popular 12-ga uge 

loads : 

TARGET (3-11;8 -9) 
Case ( l) ... ....... .. . $0 .0054 
Primer ( 2) . . . . . . . . . . . 1.5500 
Powder ( 3) . . . . . . . . . . • 1.1530 
Wad (5) ..... . . ... . .. 1.2000 
Shot (7) . . ... . . ..... . 2.784.0 

Total .. .•.. . . . . . .. ... .. 6.6924 

FIELD (3% - 1~ - 6) 

Ca e ( 1 ) ... .......... ·0.0054 

Primer (2) . . .......... 1.5500 
Powder ( 4) . . . . . . . . . . . 2.0000 
Wad (6) . ... . . .. .. . .. 0.8200 
Shot (8) .. .. . ... . . .. . 3.0920 

Total .. . .... .... .... 7.4674 

( 1) Based on use of new Reming· 
ton plastic ca es at . 5.35 per 100, 10 
reloads useful life. 

(2) Based on current $15.50 per 
M price of brand name battery cup 
primers. 

(3) Based on 19-gr. charges of Red 

Dot at current price of 2.25 per 8 oz. 
can. 

(4. ) Based on 31-gr. charges of 
R7625 at ·2.25 per 8 oz. can . 

( 5) Based on Remin gton or Win
ches ter-We tern sin gle-unit pla ti c wad 
col umns at .. 12 per M. 

(6) Based on Remington I-I-wad 

and 1/2'' Molcl-Tite filler at · 3.20 per 
1 combinati on. 

(7) Based on shot at $9.95 per 25-
lb. baO'. 7.03 lbs. for 100 round s. 

(3) Based on shot at $9.95 per 25-
lb. bag, 7.31 lbs. for 100 rounds. 
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Those are the full retail prices you 

pay over the counter at mo t place 
of business, and represent the highest 

you'll pay. How do the totals compare 
11 ith the cost of factory loads? Brand 
name skeet loads (3-11/s-9) cost 

12.20 per hundred- 5.51 more 
than the above reloads. If yo u are 

more accustomed to figuring costs by 
the 25-round box. factory fodder run 
. 3.05, while yo ur reloads cost yo u 
ju t a hair over ' 1.67. Very near! y 
halving your shoo tin O' costs if Skeet 
and Trap are yo ur games. If you sh oot 
a hundred shells each week-end of the 
ea on, a lot of money is involved. 

How about the field load to put 
meat on the table? Well. factory loads 
(3% -l Vi) run 14.80 per hundred, 
while your reload set you back 
7.4.7-$3.70 and 1.87, by the box. 

Again , yo u ave nearly half the fac
tory price by reload ing. Th ar's not 
much in dollars and cents if you hoot 
only a couple boxes each year-but 
if you burn up a case of shell s over 
quail, pheasant, and cluck season, 
we're talking about almo t 4.0 bucks 
savings. Now, I'm sure there's some
thing good you could do with $4.0. 

But, we hear things such as "My 
reloads cost me only 'bout a dollar a 
box." If such statements are true, 
then there m ust be ways to have the 
cos t more than our table show . There 
are- but first, let me say that the 

guys who quole such low reload costs 
a re usually ignoring case cost and 
wastage compl etely an l ofL n can't 

prove ju t what their load do cost. 
They're guessing. 

One way to cut cos ts i in the wad 
column . The plastic shot up-wad 
can be replaced by a p lasti c over-pow
der cup wad and fibre fill er wads at 
a savings of about 40¢ per hundred 
shells-the exact amount depend ing 

on the height of the fill er "ad column . 
With this step, th ough, " . I se Lh e 
advantage of the pla_Lic hot cup 
which protects shot from bore-scrub

bing and we are more likely to get 
J10t-clumping. Ca e mouths "ill al o 
wear out faster . Of course, thi s can 
be corrected if you want to cu l shot 
wrappers from discarded polyel h ylene 
garment bags. Such wrappers os l ) ou 
nothing, but do s low clown loading. 

Another co t-red ucing step i to re
place the plastic o\·er-powcler wad 
with the old-style hard nilro-card wad. 
Thi - save· another 40¢ per hundred 
shell - but powder charge musl be 
increased sli o-htly to compensa te for 
the poorer gas seal the card wad pro
duces. In some loads, thi s increase can 
amount to 10 per cent or more. rob
bin O' yo u of about 1/3 of the wad cost 
savin g . till , smne aYing i achi \·ed . 

If yo u.re a real nut for conomy. 

everal additional loads can be go t· 
ten out of (Co ntinued on pa"e 71 ) 

The th ree most popula r s izes of shot a re Nos. 7 %, 6 , and 4 . These are 
adequate for all s izes of game from t iny sn ipe o n through large geese. 
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BAT MASTERSON: 
The Early Years of a 
Western Legend ... 
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GUNS 

One of Bat Masterson's 

many Colt single-actions. 

By E. B. MANN 

-

T HE FIRST FIREARM Wil li am Barclay "Bat" Mas-

terso n ever owned was a Civil War relic. taken b y 

hi s fath er in trade and given to Billy, age 12, as a tool 

fo r th e getting of meat for a hLJn gry fami ly. One biog

rapher tells how young Masterson " took the smooth

! ore mu ket to a fri end I) g LJ nsmith and talked the old 

fe ll ow into rifling the barrel so it would shoot farth er 

and strai ghter. " and ho w th e boy then "became a c rack 

shot practi cing beh incl th e barn with the old m LJ sket. " 

Another biographer tell s an opposite story. "The 

co LJntry was rather close ly settl ed," this writer tell 

us. " and Bat knew it 11 oulcl be dangerous to shoot the 

mLJ ket there, a its lead slLJ gs would carry a long 

d i Lance : also, it would be impractical to shoot the 

mu ket because of the expense of powder and lead." 

So, again , the friendl y gun mith enters the stor y. thi s 

tim e " to bore the rifling fr om the barrel of the musket 

and convert it to a straightbore (sic ) gun for shot. " 

Well . the re were rifl ed muskets; and a smoothbore 

gun mi ght indeed be more effi cient in the gettin g of 

rabbits, sqLJirrel , and bird s for a needy table. One 

does wonder wh y powder and leaden shot for a smooth

bore wo uld be le s expe1r ive than powder and leaden 

ba ll s for a musket, rifl ed or unrifl ed ; but thi s i only 

a minor example of the confusions that plague the 

earcher for trnth about the Old We t and its people. 

What guns they used , how man y men they killed , even 

their r ight names in some cases, are matters of con

trove rsial testimon y. 

One biographer , for example, says that Masterson 

kill ed 23 men- all , of course, " in the line of profes

sional duty as heriH, Ma rshal , and deputy." A more 

con er vati ve hi torian says he killed on ly three men 
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in his li fe time (not coLJnting Indians. of cour e : no

bod) did , in th ose day ) . The latter fi gure. disappoint

ing though it ma) be to some. is probabl) the true one. 

William Barclay Masterson was born November 24, 

1353, on a farm near F ai rfi clcl, Illin ois, the ~ econ cl of 

seven children born to Thoma- Master on and his 

wife, Katherine. In 1367. Th omas Master n mo\'ecl 

his fam il y to a homestead quarter -secti on no t far from 

St. Louis ; and in 1371 they moved a o-ain, t is time to 

about the present site of Wichita , Kansas, again ~ LLlin0 
on government land . 

But \Villiam Bar ·la y. age 17, was Ion a ince con

vinced that farmin g held no charm for a man of his 

ta tes, and he pecuaclecl hi s brother E el . age 13. that 

it was high time they accepted the clear ch al lenge of 

manhood. A ra il road 11 as in the buildi ng at Dodge 

City, Kan as, making that a pe rfect place for ) OLJn g 

men to seek fam e and fo rtune. Whether they l ft home 

with or witho ut parental pe rmission is an other moot 

qLJestion ; but leave th e did . and Dodge i ty-alreacly 

promisin g to eclip e even . b il cne and H ays for men

ever y-morning-for-breakfa t excitement-was their ob

jective a the y struck out. 

Billy Ma terson 's second o-un was a revolver, make 

and intage unknown. It 11 a bought second -hand. be

cau e money wa ver y scarce indeed in the Ma-ter_on 

pocket ; but a man had to ha ve a gun ,, j ible on h i 

person if he was to look man-size in Dodge. and this 

one came in hand y. Bill used it n ot long after it 

purchase to force an otherwise-minded employer to 

pay over the $300 he a nd Ed had earn ed a teamsters 

on a railroad gradin g crew. No sh ot was fi red. but 

the gun-point argument wa (Continued on page 68) 
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The W inche ster Mod e l 62 became 
th e w omb in w hich the .218 Bee 
w a s born . Only a fe w were made. 

By HARRY 0. DEAN 

T LlE WINCIIESTER .218 BEE is one helluva nice little 
ca rtr idge. l ts onl ) fa ult is th a t it i sick- and getting 

sicker cl ay by da). l t won' t die- at leas t not yel. But ti me 

and neg lect will take their to ll. Befo re the fa ta l da y. a nd 
11-hi le lh , l itt le buzzer ca n till hum arou nd the hi ve, let's 

settl e down a nd ee how a b umb le bee star ted bumb li ng. 

I li ke the .218 Bee; l al wa) s d id. Ma ybe yo u like it too. 

No , my u e of the word " bumb ling" was not by acc ident. 

There was a go d bit of bum blin g in the ha ndling of some 

of the Bee' ··pr ob lem . . " It wa n' t intentiona l of course. 

I n fa ct. it was a ll done with the best of intentions. It's 1he 

same old sto ry, " The best laid pl a ns of mice and men oft 

go astra y." Here's how it all happe ned. Ti me- the earl y 
thirti e . P lace-New H aven. Co nn . 

T he bas ic pla n was s im ple enough. The lever acti on 

fans 11· re clam ori ng fo r a repea tin g .22 Hornet fl ip gun. 

Winchc te r ta rted to stud y the idea around 1936 and 

checked out its stab le of leverguns. T he most promising 

was the ho rt action Model 1892. Th is weet little shoo ter 

was e pec ia lly des igned to feed a nd fu nction with short 

ca rtri dges like the .38- 10, the .4. t-40 and the fa med 

" twenl y twins" of varmint shoo ting, the .32-20 a nd the 

.25-20. At th at time, the .38--W a nd .44 -40 were fad ing in 

popu la rity and mos t of the M-92's being purchased were 

chambered for the .32-20 and the very p opula r .25-20. The 
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THE 
BUMBtlNG 
BEE 

H ornet case was pencil-sl im a nd wo uld h ave req uired sev
era l eno- ineering modifi cat ion lo fit the M-92, among them 

a sma ll er di ameter magaz ine tube, cha nged lifters, a n a l

tered breech fa ce, deep er extractor cuts, several lesser 

cha nges plus new stud ies o f (uncti on a nd feed prob lems. 

The most popular sell er , in .25-20 cal iber, wa sl ick a nd 

smoo th in all these dep a rtment . The l ine o f thinkin g fo l

lowed a natura l path. Why change the acti on ? Why not 

simp ly neck the .25-20 cart ridge down to .22 cali ber a nd 

explore the potentia l of th is " new" cartrid o-e ? 

The cartridge was far from " new," as we shall see 

later , but the thought was certa in ly a dand y ! Furthermore, 

it worked! The idea of a .22 H ornet levergun was oon lost 

in th i sudden switch of affecti ons. No w then, what would 

be a good name fo r Wi nchester 's new baby? 

Why not steel some of th e thu nder of the tremendously 
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p op ul ar Hor net ?" If the "stin ging" of varm ints infe rred 

by the H ornet's name had appealed to p ublic fa ncy, wh y 

not put a new bee in their b on net ? T hat was it! In J un e 

of 1938. the Winch ester fo lks un wrapped th ei r new stinger , 

the .218 Bee ! 

The new Bee wa offered in the Model 65 lever act ion 

rifle. Ba icall y. thi s was the old Model 92 with a sexy job 

of face lifting. Jt now po rted a new pi tol gr ip stock with 

a c ur ved lever to m atch. The fo rend wa a bit fu ll er a nd 

th e magazine tu be had been hortened for a more st ream

li ned a ppearance. A receiver-mounted peep sight and a 

h ooded-ram p fr ont s ight were added to implify steer in rr 

th ose speed y li ttle 46 gra in bu ll ets. 

Some of rn readers who love the weste rn saddle gu n 

" look" of th e Winchester JV[o lei 92 are sure to interrupt 

a t thi po int to a k. " Wha t ha ppened to th e M-92 ?" Ma y 

I d ig re to an wer ? 

The p op ul a r '92 was listed in catal ogs until 194,J. When 

producti on ceased , l.00-1-067 ri Aes had been made. The 

introducti on of the .44 Magnum cartr idge soon p laced a 

prem ium on th e -92 fo r con ve rsion j obs. Obser ving thi s 

demand. Marli n offe red their M-336 in .44 Magn um a fe w 

years ago and in 1967. Winchester a nn ounced that the 

fodel 94 wo ul d now be chambered for the _44, Magnum 

ro un d . Was th e Model 92 ever made .in .218 Bee ca li ber? 

F or th e answer. I q uote fro m number ei rrh t o f the fam ed 

" pa pers" written by Thomas E . Ha ll , Curator of the \Vin

che te r C un tfo eurn : 

" lnqu ir ie have been made as to wheth e r the Model 

1892 was ever chambered fo r the .218 Bee cartridge. At 

some time between 1936 a nd 1938. a few '92 's were made 

up for this cartridge. Th e exact number i un known and 

they were never listed in cata log ." 

W inchester Mode l 4 3 Standard 

T here, yo u have th e a n we r. May I point out the ig

nifi cance of the da tes menti ned in 1r. Ha ll s statement. 

The .218 Bee was annou nced in 19:18. Therefore, the 

M-92's m ade between 1936 a nd 1938 had to be develop

m ental rifles as previous ly inferred. Such a Model 92 in 

.218 Bee ca liber , if genuine, 1 ould be a rare g un indeed! 

o much fo r the 11-92. 
:Vfeanwhil e, back at th e hi ve, the Bee was b uzzing mer 

r il y. Co uld it out-hum the H ornet ? The levergun lad had 

th e g un th ey clamored fo r a nd for a whi le th e new M-65 

leve r acti on enj oyed bri k sa le . There was a b rief fl urr y 

of Hornet ve rus Bee controver ie . Velociti e were quoted. 

The Bee fa ns claimed tha t their Aip guns co ul d move the 

.Horn et bu llet 460 fee t per second fa ter a nd therefore 

hit hard er. The H orn et fan s h ooted that th e Bee boys were 

quotin g the old ori gin al 2400 fps fa ctor y loads and ig nor -
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ing the Super -X load wh ich had upped the Horn L's p eel 

to 262.5 fps durin g 1934. True, this cut the Bee' v locity 

edge to a mere 215 fp s. (Note : T oda v' Hornet do 2690 

fp s. r ed ucing the Bee's lead to on ly 170 fp .) 

The ba ttle line drew to a stando ff with the B e h olding 

a li ght edge in power a nd the H ornet winning in accu

racy. In all fairn ess to the Bee we must p oint oul tha t 

m ost H ornets were sco pe si o-h tecl and th a t th top - jec ting 

M-6.5 was nol adaptable to top m ount cl scopes. in gle 

shot fan s who owned cu tom made .218 Bee soon proved 

that the Bee was about equ al to th e H ornet in accu racy in 

simil ar guns. The Bee soon revealed a peculiar quirk. It 
sho wed its best perform a nce with HOT hanclload ! The 

growin g p op ularity o f h an cl loacling p lus the p ref r nee fo r 

sco pe sights ca used a se 00ment of the Bee fans to cast abou t 

for a riAe compati b le to their new desires. 

In 1947, less than 10 years after its introducti on. the 

Wi nchester focl e l 65 was dropped clue to sagging sales. 

The Bee had stum bled . Around Apri l of 1949, Lhe Win 

chester Co mpany revived the .218 with a new short-ac tion 

boltgun call ed the Model 43. This was ano lh r \ e l li llle 

ri fl e. It was offer ed in .25-20, .32-20, .22 H o1 t and y s, 

the .218 Bee ! 

Sales charts soon sh owed the poor sellers and the .2.5-20 

was dropped, fo llowed b y the Hornet and the .:1 2-20 . 1 n 

an equa l rrun. r easoned the buyers. wh y _elll for an) thing 

less than the best ? Here was a dand y li llle bol t cti on ri fle. 

Now the Bee had fo und a good h ome. What could go 

wrong ? 

Earl y in th e developmen t of th e neat l ittle Winch st r 

43 ac ti on , Lhe engin ee rs encountered extract. ion 1roub l 

cl ue pr ima ri ly to cartrid ge case ex pan ion . Th re are hug 

that crop up in ever y develop- (Co ntinued on page 67) 

.218 BEE TECHNICAL DATA 

46 Grain Bullet-Hollow Point 

Velocity-Feet Per Second 

Muzzle 100 Yards 200 Yards 300 Yards 

2860 2160 1610 1200 

Energy-Foot Pounds 

835 475 265 145 

Mid-Range Tra jectory- Inches 

0.7 3.8 11.5 

Sight the Bee to strike one inch high at 100 yards, 
l ike the Hornet. The difference in trajectory between 
the two is too small to measure. The Bee wi ll buzz 
l/2" high at 50 yards, center at 150 yards and sink 4" 
low at 200 yards. If you don't try to st ing anyth ing 
beyond 200 yards, you will have no compla ints about 
the .218 Bee. It's fun in the field for chucks, crows 
and fox. 
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New Life For ML 

BLACK POWDER shotgun hoo ting 

is increasing in popularity through

out North America , and suitable orig

inal shotguns are becoming harder to 

find in shooting condition. Many orig

inal muzzle loading hotguns have Da

mascus or twi st tubes. These were made 

by welding twisted strips of steel and 

iron into tube , and the process of 
manufacture invariably left inclusions 

or pockets of foreign material { lag) 

within the very structure of the barrel. 

These pockets or inclusions served as 

weak points for fracture or openings 

for corrosion in the barrels. Even in 

new condition twist barrels are prone 

to failure, and after years of neglect 

cou ld be extremely dangerous, even 

Shotguns 

By JOE CHUTE and BILL VAN ROOY 

when firin g is confined to proper 

charges of black powder as all muzzle
loading shooting should be. 

Even cheap guns were made with 

twist barrels, and many are still about 

today although most are in extremely 

rough condition. Although lock and 

stock may be functional, a badly pitted 

barrel, especially twist, precludes safe 

use. 

A simple and economical method of 

r eturning a twist barrel to usefulness 

is relining. Traditionall y, relining a 

shotgun or riAe tube involves r eboring, 

tinning, and soft soldering the new liner 

in place. However, for black powder 
use the following method has been 

found effective. 

1. After oaking overnight in pene

trating oil, remove breech plug with 

wrench. Do not attempt to recondition 

a barrel with badly rusted breech plug. 

2. Clean original bore with wire 

brush and so lvent to remove all rust. 

Polish with abras ive cloth on slotted 

rod to remove stubborn spots. 

3. Carefull y measure bore and pur

chase a secti on of seamless steel tubing 

of des ired bore diameter and with an 

outside cliameter approximately lfc,/' 
small er than the original bore. Order 

the tube a few inches longer than over· 

all length of original barrel. The extra 

length is useful wben insertinrr the liner 

and the extra few inches will make a 
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dand y wad punch when tr immed. 

An y larrre teel uppl y house can 

supply a wide election of seamless 

steel tubin g. Such tubing is cold fin

i heel inside and out and the bore is 

mooth enough for shotgun use with

out further machinin g. Select a tube 

ize that will provide for a wall thi ck
nes of at least )1; 6 ". Thi wall thi ck

nes will provide suffi c ient stiffness to 

prevent ju rrging when firin o- light or 

medium charge of powder and shot. 

4°. Finish breech encl of liner to fit 
snugly against in ide fa ce of breech 

plug. P olish outside of liner to remove 

all oxide and provide an easy sli ding 

fit for original bore. 

5. Remove all oil fr om liner and 

bore with solvent and allow to dry 
thoroughly. 

6. Coat outside of the liner with 
epoxy glue. Work lin er back and forth 

in bore to coat all surfaces evenly. 

7. Replace breech plug and butt liner 

against plug face. 

8. Remove breech plug before epoxy 
o-Jue hardens. Remove an y epoxy from 

breech thread , bein g careful not to 

move liner from its pos ition touching 
breech plug. 

9. Allow to dry at least 24 hours. 

10. Refit breech plug and rebore 

vent to nipple. Trim liner flu sh with 
muzzle. 

11. Charge with double load of pow

der and shot and te t fire-with gun 

in a vi e or ti ed to an old tire--using 

a long, long string. 

The lining as described above pro· 
vides the followin g advantage : It pro

vides a smooth bore u dace free of 

pit which could cause dangerou re

sistance to hot column. It trenothens 

weak barrels at point of greatest tress, 

just forward of the breech. It offers a 

considerable aving in time and equip
ment over traditional methods. 

It must be noted that the breech 

plug is not r einforced ; however, if the 

threads are in good conditi on the plu" 

will retain a good margin of strength. 

The weak point of a twist tube are in 

the thin mid -section where a thin wall, 

weakened by pits and inclu-

sions, can give wa y on firin g. 
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Be certain to clean both the liner and barrel interior before app ly ing a 
coat of epoxy since the glue will not set firmly if they are not c lean. 

The relined barrel will increase the gun's weight, moving the center of 
gravity forward . This change in balance has not proved object ionab le. 

Dark spots on the surface of this percussion muzzle loading barre ls are 
inclusions of foreign matter during the welding process, not rust p its. 
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"Pepperbox" rifle 
possib ly mode by 
Henry Ho rrington. 

Henrg Harrington: 

Patented in 1837, Harrington 's caplock 

breech-loading firearms are quite rare 

By JAMES E. SERVEN 

THE TOWN OF So uthbridge, Mas-

sachusetts, celebrated its 150th an 

niversar y in ] 966. There, in 18] 8, two 

yea rs after the town was found ed. 

Henry Harrington established a c ut lery 

business. His was the first industry in 

Southbrid ge. 

With his great knowledge of metals 

and his co nstant urge to cr eate so me

thin g different and advanced , it is not 

strange that Henry Harrin gton turn ecl 

hi s inventive thoughts to firearms. To
day, pi stols or shou lder arms that came 

from his shop are among the rarest 

treasures for co ll ectors. 

Little has been written about the 

Henry Harrin gto n arms and a relative

ly few are known in collections. The 

most extens ive di sp lay is the Wells col

lection at O ld S turbridge Village, a 

r egional museum of ea rl y Tew England 

life, loca ted in Sturbridge, Mass. De

spite of the simi larity in names the 

H enry Harrington a rn~ s sh ould not be 

co nfused with Har rington & Richard

son products of a later era . 

H enry Harrington was a contempor

ar y and in a sense a competitor of 

Sa muel Colt. Colt's repeatin g arms 

were patented in 1836; Harrinrrton 's 

m ulti-shot arms were patented in 1837. 

Col t and Ha r rin gton shared a common 

zeal for making fin e guns, but here the 

simi larity in character ended. Colt was 

a showman with a keen eye for busi

ness promotion and profit; Harrington 

had no great ambitions for fame and 

ri ch es. Mass production was di stasteful 

to Harrin gton ; he found hi s greatest 

sa ti sfaction in producino- pistols and 

shou lder arms that were i ndi vidually 

styled. It is doubtful that any two Har

rington g un s are exactly alike. But the 

principle o f his pa tented a rms was al

most alwa ys the same-mu ltiple bores 

and a removable, many-chambered 

breech block. 

Two types of mul ti-shot arm are de

sc ribed in the patent of H enry Har

rin0ton- one with a r emova ble breech 

block a nd one with a screw-off barrel 

containing multiple bores and corres

ponding loading chambers a t th e 

breech en d of the barrel. However , n o 

spec imens of a multi-shot screw barrel 

pistol or riA e ha ve been observed. 

Those su rvivin g examples of H enry 

Harrington' wo rk examin ed for thi s 

study, with one possible excepti on, 

ha ve e ith er been the multi-shot ar ms 

with removable breech block or in gle 

shot arms made som ewhat a long the 

s:yle of the m ore common A ll en system. 

It is claimed that Ethan Allen once 

worked for H arrin gton. The fa ct that 

Allen started out. like Harrington , in 

mak ing cutlery g ives credence to thi s 

report. One of the \Ve sons is also sairl 

to ha ve worked for Harrin gton, a l

though it is not clear whether this was 

Daniel or Edwin \Vesso n. 

A very inter estin g variation in the 

Harrington multi-shot breechloaders is 

to be found in specimens with two 



Yankee Arms maker ... 

G UNS 

With their breechblocks out, 
these Harrington guns are 
easily seen to be multiple 
shot arms. The three shot 
pistol is relatively rare. 

With breechblocks in place, Harrington arms 
appear to be muzzle-loading caplock firearms. 
Note the wire wrapping on the rifle's barrel. 
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hammers. A seven -shot pi stol of this 

t pe, once owned by the author and 

now in the Horner collecti on, is illus

trated. Two forms of chambered breech 

bl ock could be used-one wa the 

standard design in which all seven 

hot were fired by one percu sion cap ; 

the sc ond form was a di vided b lock 

wherein the r ight-hand hammer would 

trike a nipp le th a t fired the top three 

chamber (which shared one powder 

igniti on recess) a nd the left-hand ham

mer would strike a separate nipple that 

fi red the bottom fo ur chambers. In this 

manner the arm could rrive successive 

di scharges of three and fo ur barrels at 

the will of the shooter. A .40 ca liber 

rifl e of thi s type is in the Well s collec

tion a t Old Sturbridge Village; the two

hamrner Horner pistol is .25 ca liber. 
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-
When actuated, the ball -head ed 
leve r o n th e unde rside turn s a 
screw, lock ing the block in p lace. 
From the Sam E. Smi th collect io n. 

The outer casing for the barrels of 

Harrington m ulti-shot pistols has a 

bright fini sh . It is reco rded that the 

dark blue or brown fini sh usually ap 

p lied to gun barrels did not appeal to 

Harrington and he developed a formula 

th at gave to steel the sheen of ni ckel. 

\Vhen Harrin gton was startin g in the 

cutlery-makin g bu· ine , he found it 

necessary to stamp his blades with an 

imitation or approxim ation of Engli sh 

proofrn arks or seal , just as H . E. Le

man of P ennsylva nia had found it 

neces ary to place a proo fm ark on his 

trade guns before they would be ac

cepted by those accu tomed to proof

marked English-made muskets. 

It was not long, however, before 

Harr ington-made blades were recog

nized as fu ll y equal or in some cases 

uperi or to the products of Sheffield , 

E ngland , and he applied hi s own mark. 

Thi practi ce carried over to Ha rr ing

ton gun . The usual stamping ma y in

clude : Henry Harrington, Patent 1837, 

outhbriclge, Mass. Almost in va riabl y 

there will be found ome fo rm of mark. 

The Horn er two-hammer pistol bears a 

mark in the hape of a heart and an 

asteri k. Other arms may have stars, an 

eagle, or other decorative symbo ls . 

The Harrington shoulder arms are 

seldom found with ba rrel s longer than 

24" and usually shorter th an that. The 

cluster of barrel on some gun was 

encased in a wood tube. The barrels of 

a specimen in the Renwick collection 

a re encased onl y for about six inches at 

the ln ee ·h by a metal collar and other

wise, except fo r a collar at the muzzle, 

This two hammer gun can be 
used with alternate blocks, 
one firing all seven shots, 
the other firing four shots 
using the left hammer and 
three with the right one. 
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are spirall y wrapped with wire, brazed 

and painted black. 

The Renwick gun bears a lock 

marked Lane & Read- Boston. Lane 

and Read were old-time dealers in guns, 

hardware, etc., and perhaps acted as 

Boston agent for Harrington , or he ma y 

merely have bou rrht the standard back 

action lock from them. 

A cluster of seven barrels and the 

accompanying seven-shot breech block 

appear to have been as near ta ncl
a rcli za tion in an ything to which Har

rington a pired in his patent firearms. 

However , the Renwick collection, as

sembled primaril y wh ile the owner was 

a res ident in the Bosto n area, contai ns 

a ra re th ree- hot Harrin gton pistol, a 
wea pon that may be un ique. 

T here are persistent rumor that 

Harrington made some cutla s pistols. 

I have never seen one, but it eems 

logical that a cutler might underta ke 

to combine a blade with a pi to l such 

a those made under Elgin's pa tent by 

two other Mas achusetts firm s, C. B. 
A lien and Morrill , Mossman & Blair. 

Although cann ons are mentio ned in 

the Harrinoton pa ten t, it is doubtful 

that an y were manufactured. About the 

nearest thi ng to a cannon is the 25-

pound mo nster in the Wells coll ection 

which discharges seven .4.8 caliber balls 

at a crack. It i said th is gun wa de

signed for mil itary service but the 

Ordnance Department took a look at it 

and turned th umb clown. 

It ha been mentioned tha t Harrin"'

ton was of a curious and inventi ve 

turn of mind. What is beli eved to be 

ne of hi s experi mental guns will be 
found in the extensive Raymond I. 
Smi th arms collection on di splay m 

Haro ld's Club at Reno, evacla. 

nli ke an y of Harrington's paten ted 

breech-block arms, thi s gun has a 

revolving multi-shot barrel. It is a cap

lock, wi th an unclerhammer reminiscent 

of the early "boot-leg" unclerhammer 

p isto ls or ew England r ifle of that 

style. Except for the band of the six 

clustered barrels being nmnbered at 

the m uzzle and at the breech from 1 to 

6, no markings appear on the gun. The 

barrels are revolved by hand and held 

in firing position by spr ing tension. 

Among the features that are most 

ind icati ve in tying this gun to Harring

ton is hi s trea tment of the barrels. 

They have his un ique system of solder

ing separate ri fl e tu bes together , bind

ing them by polished steel collars at 

breech and m uzzle and wrapping the 

mi cl -secti on tight! y with wire. 

I t would (Continued on page 78) 
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HARRINGTON PATENT 

H. HARRINGTON. 

Breech-Loading Fire-Arm. 

I, HESRY llARRl:SGTO.S, of Southbridge, 
in the county of Worcester and Common
wealth of Massachusetts, cutler, have In
vented a new and useful Improvement ln 
Flre-Am1s, called 'Harl"ington"s Improve
ment in Guns. Pistols. and Cannon'; the 
following is a full and exact description 
thereof. 

The exterior barrel, of convenient bore 
and length. resembles the gun-barrel in 
common use. The interior Is filled with sev
eral small barrels or tubes, each of the diam
eter of bore suited to receive one ·hot or ba II 
of the size intended to be di scharged. These 
small barrels. extending in length from the 
muzzle downward to a powder-chamber 
sliding into the lower end at the breech. are 
soldered or brazed together. and being ar
ranged so a to fl II the inside of the exterior 
barrel are fixed in it by being so ldered or 
brazed. The tubes or small barrels may be 
made also by drilling through a solid barrel 
or bar of metal. 

Jn the breech or lower end of the barre l 
is a mortise. made through the same from 
the upper side. as the gun lies leveled hori
zontally. to the underside. lo receive a 
powder-chamber. This chamber is made 
nearly square. is exactly fitted to the space 
made by the mortise, and slides therein. On 
the upper surface. as it sits in the barrel, is 
a small projection. to prevent it from falling 
through, and a tube or pin, with a ho le 
drilled through it. to receive a percussion 
cap, which communicates with the hollow of 
the chamber under . The front plate of this 
chamber has holes drilled through It to r e
ceive the shot or balls, corresponding exactly 
with the openings or bores of the small bar
rels. These holes in the front plate of the 
chamber are made slightly tapering. so that 
the opening into the chamber Is smaller than 
that into the barrels. against which they rest 
or sUde, and are large enough to recelve the 
shot or balls to be used. The chamber itself 
contains a cavity sufficiently large to hold a 
proper charge of powder . It is covered with 
a flat plate of metal, turning on a pin at one 
corner. and shutting against another pin at 
the corner below, to keep it ln its place. 
This cover is of the same size w ith the body 
of the chamber. Behind this chamber a 
screw ls placed. turning into a thick piece of 
meta l corresponding in position to the 
breech-pin of the common gun. The head of 
the screw is large enough to admit of receiv
ing a small hand le or pin, which projects 
under the barrel so far as to admit of being 
moved with ease by the finger. A space is 
cut large enough to admi t of turning the 
crew partly round by moving the pin from 

one side to the other across th e barrel. By 
this means the screw ls made to press hard 
against the chamber. and to hold It firmly in 
its p lace. or. by turning in the opposite direc
tion. to leave the chamber so loose that it 
can s lide out easily. 

The barrel may be mounted on a stock or 
carriage, and furnished with the common 
lock. 

In loading the gun above described the 
chamber is slipped out. The shot or balls to 
be used are poured or placed in the holes on 
the outside of the front plate of the cham
ber, and pressed Into them by the finger. The 
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co,·e1· is then turned open and the powder 
pourc-d into the chamber , which i pr, vent d 
from running through the holes b y h ;hot 
which fl lis them. The cover is again clo>ed. 
the chamber slipped down into the mort ise 
of th e barrel. the percussion cap plac cl on 
the tube. the screw turned llP so Iha the 
head presses the chamber hard against the 
lower ends of the small barrels. and the gun 
is then ready to be di scharged. 

In the p istol. instead of the slid ing cham
ber. the main barrel filled with the small 
barrels may be made to screw off. The hold
er ends of the boxes of th small barrels 
are ' ufficientlv hollowed out :o receive the 
shot or ball to be used. which is presi, cl into 
each. Below these ends a chamber is Jpft fo r 
powd.:r, a nd a thread is cut on the ou1side 
oi the ex erior of U1e barrel, which >crews 
into a thread cut on the inside of the breech. 
"\'lihen the chamber is fill ed wit h powder the 
barre l is screwed on and j ~ J' ady for use. 

In the cannon the chamber may b con
s ructed like that described in 1he gun. and 
whe n loaded may be discharg cl by a match 
or lock. 

The ex terior barrel and the l<mall barrels 
and chambers may be made of steel. iron. 
brass. or other m e tal. and of such Eize, 
length, and peculiar form a~ may be t sui t 
the use to w h ich they are in ten d<:d . Such 
variations in stren gth and thickness may be 
adopted as convenience may rt'quire. The 
mall barrels can be rifled (twi •ted. or 

s traight) or be smooth. 
In the construction of the sliding chamber. 

as it is necessary that the holes in which 
the shot or ball Is placed should corr •i>ond 
w ith perfect exactness to the bo1 es of th <' 
small barrels, they may be made a!tt-r ihe 
chamber has been fitt ed to th mortise by 
drilling through the small barrels. 

Any number of sliding chambers may be 
fitted to the same gun. When i1 is de>irab le 
to fire rapidly they may be previous ly 
charged and slipped into the gun Jn quick 
succession. 

The gun described is greatly ;-uperior to 
that in common use for throwing Shot. As 
each shot Is projected a long a separate bar
re l. it is sent with greater accuracy o the 
mark. not bein g diverted from a direct 
course by striking against the sides of the 
barrel. or flattened by contact wi th other 
shot. The force with which ii i. projected 
is much increased by the action of the 
powder. exploded ln one cham ber in equa! 
d egree on each shot, and the cl arge takes 
effect at greater distance than from he 
common gun. 

Wlth the cannon any number of balls or 
shot may be thrown through separate barrels. 
and by rapidly shifting the cham bers as they 
are discharged an almost continuous >hower 
of balls may be thrown on any gi«en point. 

If it is found that the balls or shol ar<: 100 

much scattered this difficulty may be re
medied by reaming out 1he muzzk ot the 
gtm. so as to make the small ban ls in the 
center a little shorter than tho e 1n·o1md the 
exterior. If the shot Is too much concentrated 
they may be made to scatter more by l~ngth 

ening th e small ba rrels of the ccntu. 
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ACCORDING TO THE PURIST 

A 

IS MADE TO 

TRUE CUSTOM RIFLE 

THE SPECIF/CATIONS 

OF THE CUSTOMER 

By DAN WINTERS 

THE WORD "custom," when referrin g to gun , ha 

been ba ndied about so much th at fo r most shoote rs it 

has all but lo t iLs mea nin g. A cuslom r iAe, accordin g to 

Loday' u ·age, ca n be alm osl a nyLhin g fro m a sporte r

slocked surplus Lebel to the fa ncies t of Lhe ultra-modern 

comme rcia l crea ti ons. Y el, in th e true sense of the wo rd , 

neilher of Lh ose two examples-or a nything in be tween

is reallJ a custom gun. 

To Lh e puri t, a cu tom r ifle i one th at is mad e to a 11 

of the pecifi ca ti ons ord ered by the customer. Let's use 

thi s definiti on of a custom rifl e th rou ghout the res t of thi s 

a rLi cle, rememberin g tha t to do o mea n th a t the bu yer 

of a cuslom rifle will be required Lo have a bit more cash 

tha n would be necessary for a n off-th e- hel.f gun. Whether 

you get more ri fi e tha n offered by a stock model depend s 

on several fa ctor s : how much money you spend , your 

a ttitud e a nd gun knowledge, and the man you chose as 

your custom gun smith. 

Takin g the purist's definiti on of a custom rifle, the 

cu stomer should request- a nd recei v his choice of the 

following 10 items : 1) acLi on, 2 ) barrel, 3) cali ber , 4) 

slock wood a nd design, 5) slock di men ions, 6 ) stock 

fini sh, 7) metal fini sh, 8) sighLs, 9) acces or ies, JO ) Lh e 

degree of workma nship determin ed by hi s desires a nd 

his pocketbook. (Co ntinued 0 11 page 42) 

Custom rifles in every sense of the phrase, these two 
are from the Kess Arms Company ond Lenard M. Brownell. 
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CUSTOM RIFLES 

Before we take each of these items and find 

out what they mean, let's talk a little about 

custom rifles and custom riflemakers. In spite 

of the trend toward mass production and 

quasi-custom rifles, there are still some ex· 

cellent custom gunmakers around. They are, 

for the most part, expensive, heavily back 

logged with work, and generally a bit intoler

ant until you have stopped complaining about 

the bill and pay it. They are expensive, but 

not exorbitant, for if their work is of high 

quality it is worth twice the price. They are, 

if they are real craftsmen, anywhere from six 

months to two years behind in their orders for 

the simple reason that they are true crafts

men, and these are few and far between. And, 

they may tend to be intolerant because they 

·are artists, in a sense, and if they didn't have 

to feed a family, pay the rent, and maintain a 

satisfactory credit rating, they would much 

prefer a gracious compliment over hard cash. 

I have no intention of selecting a custom 

riflemaker for you in this article. I could, for 

instance, tell you that Al Biesen, Leonard 

Mews, or Keith Stegall are craftsmen enough 

to satisfy the most critical customer. But that 

would be doing a disservice to the many 

others who are equally talented. The only 

advise I will give in the selection of a custom 

gunmaker is to chose him carefully after ex

amining samples of his work, studying his 

price list, and getting his assurance that : 1 ) 

he can provide all of the services you require, 

2 ) that the delivery date is mutually agreed 

upon , 3) that he will guarantee satisfaction . 

That just about covers the gunmaker, now 

how about you, the customer? Probably the 

most important point I'll make in this article 

is this: The custom rifle-in the sense we are 

discussing-is not for the beginner. It takes a 

lot of time-on the range, in the fi eld , and 

with his nose buried in gun books and pub

lications-before a man knows enough about 

rifles in general, his shooting needs in partic

ular, and the difference between esthetic and 

practical value of various gun designs, to 

competently select the features of a custom 

. rifle best suited to his requirements. 
Now, let's get back to those 10 items which 

go to make up a custom rifle. 

The Action. There are t_w o ways you can 

go at this point. You could chose a surplus 

military action- whether it's because you have 

a favorite or you know where you can get one 

at a bargain price. Or, you can request or 

A custom floo~ plate or checkering design 
does a great deal in dressing up a custom 
gun. Leonard Mews used French checkering 
on Claro walnut in his own Rocket design. 
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purchase one of the new Mauser, Sako, or other new ac

tions available. If you are inclined to chose a surplus 

action, be certain of two things before you decide to go 

ahead. First, that you really want a $19.95 or even a 

$25.95 action on your gun which may eventually cost any

where from $300 to $800. Second, that you know what 

kind of work is involved in using a surplus action, and 

how much that work will cost. I'm sure that no matter 

how frugal you are, you wouldn't want to use that action 

as-is, so you may need any of the following: bolt bent for 

low scope; action honed to a silky smoothness; drilled and 

tapped for scope mounts; polished and blued; low scope 

safety, and a detachable floor plate. By adding the cost of 

these services to the "bargain" price of your surplus action, 

you may be surprised to find that you're paying more than 

the price of a new action, which has all or most of these 

features and perhaps a few extras tossed in. 

Barrel. Unless you're using a barreled action for your 

custom rifle (but then you would only have a custom stock 

job, right, purists?), you may be limited in your choice of 

barrels to those offered by the gunsmith of your choosing. 

However, if you want a certain brand of barrel, don't 

hesitate to make your demand known. A few gunmakers 

may give you a hard time, or at least try to talk you into 

the barrel of their choice, but dammit, it's your dough, and 

you should stick to your guns-or barrels, that is. 

Caliber. Here, again, I'll not try to tell you which caliber 

you should chose. We said at the beginning that the 

custom rifle was not for the beginner. And if, at this point, 

you don't know what caliber you want, I would suggest 

you go back to your off-the-shelf rifle and keep shooting
and reading. 

Stock Wood and Design. Up to this point, your cus

tom gunmaker may have been smiling, especially as he 

mentally added up the prices of the foregoing items. But 
when he asks; "What kind of stock do you have in mind?" 

you may see a little bead of persperation form on his 

forehead and his knuckles turning white as he grips the 

pencil. The customer who will make his smile reappear is 

the one who knows exactly what he wants, and knows the 

limitations of good, functional stock design. Don't say to 

him; "I'd like a beavertail fore-end with a schnable tip in 

contrasting ebony; or maybe a Mannlicher, with kind of a 

Roy Vail, custom gunsmith of Warwick, N.Y., added 
his own brand of craftSmanship to a Mauser action, 
French walnut blank, Redfield scope, and a Buehler 
mount and safety, to create this magnificent rifle. 

beavertail. And I want a pistol grip; not as big as on a 

Winslow, but bigger than the one on that Springfield over 

there." If you do, the beads of sweat will turn into tor
rents, and the pencil will snap in two. 

All of this may be unnecessary, for chances are that one 

of the reasons you chose this particular gunmaker was be

cause you liked his stock designs, and all that he'll need to 

know are what refinements you desire. Don't be afraid to 

let him know, but don't be unreasonable either. 

In choosing the type of wood for your custom rifle, ask 

to see what blanks he has in stock. (Continued on page 66) 
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Daniel Boone's "best fren." 

"Lewis Wetzel killing one of his pursuers." 

These legendary riflemen began America's tradition of marksmanship 

By DEAN LIPTON 

u NTIL WELL PAST the middle of the nineteenth cen

tury, a beech tree stood on the banks of a creek in 

eastern Tennessee with this inscription carved deep into its 

smooth bark: 

"D. Boon Cilled a bar on Tree In the year 1760." 

Daniel Boone, like Davy Crockett, was a great bear 

hunter. But he had cut his hunting teeth much earlier on 

humbler game. As a teen-ager, probably no older than 

twelve or thirteen, he sharpened his skill as a marksman 

with the customary frontier sport of barking squirrels. 

This was in the backwoods of Pennsylvania, and as a 

squirrel barker, the boy had few equals. Squirrel barking 

to the farmer folk of that day was both a sport and a nec

essity. It was a sport because only the most accomplished 

marksman could hope to bring home a bag of game using 

the method, and a necessity because if a rifle ball struck 

the little four-to-six inch animal squarely in the body it 

would destroy a goodly portion of the meat and skin. The 

principle of "barking" was to send a bullet into the bark 

of the tree beneath the squirrel, relying on its impact to 

kill the animal. Obviously, if the bullet went too high it 

would either hit the squirrel or pass over it, and if the aim 

was too low, it would result in a clean miss. 

It is no mystery why Boone and his fellow long hunters 

were the first of America's legendary marksmen. even 

though settlements of white men had been sprouting along 

the eastern seaboard for more than a century. Until the 

development of an accurate rifle, there could be no such 

thing as accurate marksmanship. So search the historical 

records though one may, it is not possible to find mention 

of marksmanship as a significant frontier skill before the 

eighteenth century. 

This changed in 1732. In that year, it is said, a German 

gunsmith in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, invented the first 

Kentucky rifle, although it was not then known by that 

name. As far as history records, it was the first time that a 

rifled bore was produced in any weapon on this continent. 

It is a curious paradox but the (Continued on page 58) 
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This Charola-Anitua, chambered for 
t'he 5mm cartridge, is shown with a 
stripper clip and loose rounds. The 
.22 RF cartridge, above, is shown 
for comparison. Serial number, 799. 



Second Type 5 mm Chorola-Anitua 

THE PISTOL 
NAMED 

-

By JAMES B. STEWART 

T HE LAST DECADE of the 19th century was one 
of intense activity and far reaching influence in 

the development of the semi-automatic pistol. The 
names of Georg Luger, John Browning, and Paul 
Mauser are well known to most people acquainted 
with firearms. There were, however, many other 
lesser known contributors in this formative period 
of arms design, names like Schwarzlose, Mann
licher, Bergmann, Roth, and the names of Charola 
and Anitua. 

During this period, when northern and central 
Europe were showing unmistakable signs of seeth
ing political unrest, Spain was still basking in the 
warm backward comfort of the 19th century. While 
other countries were almost frantically developing 
and manufacturing more and better arms, Spain, 
with her centuries of stable monarchy, was more 
concerned with the good life for her privileged 
aristocracy. 

Spain was a country of farmers and artisans, 
and had no industrial base or extensive pool of 
mechanical talent such as existed in central Eu
rope, England, or America. As in other countries, 
past and present, with an artisan or "cottage in
dustry" type of system, the artisans with a partic
ular skill tended to concentrate in the same geo-
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Fourth Type 5 mm Charola-Anitua 

graphic area. Thus it was that the town of Eibar, in 
north-central Spain , had for years been one of the 
most prominent arms centers on the Iberian penin 
sula. Here small arms firms formed and flourished 
or floundered as the economic winds blew upon 
them. Many dissolved, reorganized , and reformed 
several times during their history, only to finally 
fade without a trace. It was in this atmosphere 
that the first Spanish designed and commercially 
produced automatic pistol was conceived and 
manufactured. 

The Charola-Anitua was the brainchild of Senor 
I. Charola, gunmaker, and Senor G. Anitua, busi
nessman, and was patented by them under Spanish 
patent number 23,164, granted October 13, 1897. 

4,() 



CHAROLA-ANITUA 

I t should be remembered that prior to thi s time the only 

commerciall y produced automa tic p istols had been the 

Borchardt, Mannlicher, the earliest examples of the Ma user 

Mili tary and a few Bergmanns. 

"MARCIA REG ISTDA ." On top of the barrel they carry 

the legend "PISTOLA AUTOMA TICA PATENTE CHAR

OLA Y ANITUA - EIBAR" and on the chamber "CA L 

5 m/ m." The grips are checked monogram hard rubber 

with a pl ain border con taining a circled five-pointed star 

at the top. Around the brass grip screw ferrule, on a 
"garter" or belt, is lettered "SYSTEMA CHAROLA Y 

ANITUA." The overall length of thi s firs t type is 9.06". 

Producti on began, apparen tl y, late in 1897 or early in 

1898. The fi rst Charolas have 4.09" barrels, tall blade 

fron t sights without muzzle ban d, very tall hammer sp urs, 

and very long safety levers. Serial numbers, which are 

located on the underside of the bolt grip wings, apparen tly 

tart a t one and run to abo ut 750. Charolas of this first 

type carry the Charola-Anitua trademark on the left fr ame 

pa nel. The mark consists of a winged bullet con tai ni ng 

the lettering " Ch. y A." over a banner with the wording 

The second type, with serial numbers beginning abo ut 

750 an d runn ing to abo ut 1750, is somewha t mod ifi ed . 

The barrel length is r educed to 3.73" and the front sight 

is of beaded blade type and is mo unted on a muzzle band. 

The hammer spur is shorter, as is the safety lever. The 

The mechanism 
and operation 
of an early 
auto pistol 

The pistol itself was developed around 
a scaled down 5mm version of the 7.63 
Borchardt or 7.63 Mauser cartridge. This 
round was originally known as the Smm 
Charola-Anitua but, after its later adop
tion by Charles Ph. Clement of Liege, Bel
gium, for his popular Model 1905 pistol, 
became widely known as the 5mm Clement. 
The pistol's size, appearance, and scaled
down ammuniHon would seem to indicate 
that it was essentially conceived as a toy 
for the wealthy, rather than as a serious 
weapon of offense or defense. 

Although somewhat similar in outward 
appearance to the early forms of the 
Ml8% Mauser pistol, the Charola is quite 
different in construction. Basically, the 
pistol consists of a barrel-receiver grottp 
including the breech bolt, a frame, an 
action group. and subframe, and a maga
zine group. The breech locking design 
utilizes a lever which pivots between the 
frame aod action and held in place by a 
·heavy flat spring in the action. Tile lever 
protrudes through a cutout in the receiver 
bottom and engages a notch in the under
side of the bolt. This system effectively 
locks the bolt to the receiver until the 
receiver has recoiled far enough to the rear 
to cause the lever tip to pivot out of 
engagement with the bolt notch. 

The recoil spring, like that of the Mauser 
arid Bergmann, is contained in the hollow 
bolt surrounding the firing pin. It is cap
tured between the rear of the bolt face 
and a transverse retaining block which 
passes through holes in the receiver sides. 
The bolt is slotted on the sides to pass 
this block and allow the bolt to recoil in 
the receiver. The retaining block is held 
in place by the firing pin, which passes 
through it and the entire length of the 
bolt. The firing pin is held in place by a 
vert ical screw from the top of the bolt 
gripping wings. The retaining block is fur
ther constrained by being located, during 
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normal operation, within the prominent 
frame ring which carries the rear sight. 
The four groove, right hand twist barrel is 
screwed into the receiver. The extractor 
is pinned into a long groove in the bolt top. 
The barrel-receiver group is held to the 
frame by passing through the frame ring 
at the rear and having a dovetail lug on 
the underside of the front which rides in 
matching grooves in the frame ahead of 
the magazine well. 

The six shot, staggered column magazine 
consists of a well machined into the frame, 
a follower, a magazine spring, and a floor
plate. It is loaded from above, with the 
bolt retracted, by means of disposable 
stripper clips. Grooves are provided in the 
sides of the receiver ejection port to ac
commodate a clip. The floorplate is se
cured to the frame by a button latch on 
the well front. Pushing the button up 
allows the floorplate, which is generously 
grooved on the bottom, to be slid forward 
about l/a" in dovetails in the frame. The 
floorplate then disengages and may be re
moved downward. The flat zig-zag maga
zine spring and machined steel follower are 
attached to the floorplate. 

The action group, including the trigger 
guard and grip frame, slides into the rear 
of the frame and is secured by two trans
verse screw pins which pass through both 
frame and action. The front screw pin 
acts as pivot for the breech locking lever. 
The rear screw pin serves as the pivot for 
the hammer. A grooved safety lever is 
located on the action and protrudes to the 
rear between the frame and hammer. The 
safety, on most models, can be pushed 
down into either of two hammer notches. 
Engaging the first requires that the ham
mer be pulled slightly back from the rest 
position, resulting in a half-cock safe posi
tion in which striking the hammer will not 
fire a chambered round. The second notch 
requires that the hammer be pulled back 

beyond the full-cock position t-0 engage the 
safety. Some late models omit the half
cock position. The lockwork is of simple 
revolver type, with the addition of a long, 
spring-loaded trigger bar to serve as an 
interrupter. There is no disconnector to 
prevent the hammer falHng before the 
action is fully closed. A lanyard loop is 
located on the butt indicating that the 
Charola wa5 intended as a holster arm. 
The pistol's nine inch length and 20 ounce 
weight bear this out. 

In operation, when the trigger is pulled 
the trigger bar pushes on the sear, causing 
it to rotate out of engagement with the 
hammer. This allows the mainspring to 
drive the hammer forward. The hammer 
strikes the head of the firing pin, driving 
it against t he rebound spring to str•ke t he 
primer. Upon discharge the bolt, barrel, 
and receiver move to the rear about l/s" 
until the locking lever is rotated out of 
engagement with the bolt. The bolt is then 
free to recoil fully against the recoil 
spring, extracting the cartridge case and 
ejecting it upwards by means of the action
mounted ejector. When the compressed re
coil spring reasserts itself the bolt travels 
forward picking up the next round from 
the magazine and chambering it. The stiff 
locking lever spring, aided by the inertia 
of the bolt, returns the receiver to the 
full-forward, locked position. 
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These Charola-Anituas are 7 mm, 

one of them with fixed magazine 

and mother of pearl grips, the 
other with a detachable magazine 
and bearing an altered trademark. 

g rip and fr ame trademark are the same. but the legend 

on top of the barrel now reads " I. CHAROLA - EIBAR 

CAL. 5 m/ m," perbap indi cating that the firm had already 

]noken up by this time. So me also still carry the earli er 
«CAL. 5 m / m" on the chamber. During the transition 

between the first and second types the frame dimensions 

·were reduced, resulting in an overall length for the second 

type of 8.70". 

At this point the sequence of models becomes ver y diffi

c ult to unravel. Sometime after 1900, but prior to 1903, 

the firm of Charola y Anitua broke up and, apparently, the 

barrel and receiver assembly, if not the entire producti on 

of Cbarola 5mm pistols was transferred to Liege, Belgium. 

The thi rd and fourth types of 5m_m pistols carry no refer

e nce to Charola or Anitua , and all bear Belgian manufac

ture, not import, proofin g. This proofing, however , whil e 

]Jeing of the definitive type for fini shed pistols, is carried 

·only on the barrels and rece ivers. According to Belgian 

proof law it should also appear on the frames. The sig
nifi cance of this i not clear. 

Durin g this ame peri od a new cartridge was developed 

h y scaling the Sm111 round up to 7111m but retaining the 

same overall length. Concurrentl y, an entirely different 

model of the Charola appeared, the 7111111 pistol, which 

occurs in two distinct variations. The 7111111 pistols were 

apparently made in Spain , but after the dissolution of the 

firm , as they carry altered trademarks. Due to thi s situa· 

tion, the later models have been put in logical order, but 
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whether or not the las t two 5mm issues actuall y precedecll 

the 7mrn models is unknown. 
In the third type of 5rnm Ch arola the barrel is shortened 

another %(' to 3.38" , and th e front sight, while still on a 

muzzle band, return s to a plain blade. The hammer spur 

is furth er lowered. The belt and wording di sappear from 

the grips, as does the trademark from the frame side panel.. 

In verse knurling appears on the bolt grip wings instead 

of grooves as previ ously used. The barrel top is now 

marked "BEST SHOOTING PISTOL." The chamber top 

bears the word " PATENT ." A few have, in addition to 

the above, the word "STANDART" stamped into the left 

fr ame panel. Some have stated that the pistols with thi s 
marking were intended for sale to the Russian revolution

aries, but no evidence has been found to support thi s. 

Serial numbers for this third type range from below 2000 

to above 2500. 

A fourth variation of the 5mm appears, also with Belgian 

proofing, in the hi gh 2000's serial range. This version has 

a second lever protruding from the rear of the action on 

the other side of the hammer from the safety lever. This 

is a bolt catch that can be used to lock the action open for 

_loading of loose cartridges in the event a stripper clip is 

not available. Some of this variation have no markings 

on the metal except for serial and proofing. As with all 

Charo las, these pieces carry, in addition to th e main serial 

on the bolt grip wings, either the last two or the last three 

digits of the serial on each part. (C ontinued on page 56) 
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GUNS 

ABLE TO HANDLE SHOT, SLUGS, AND MULTI-BALL AMMUNITION 

THIS .410 REVOLVER HAS AMAZING ACCURACY 

I 

THE EA RCH for the .. a l l around gun" i neYer ending. and the usual conclusion 

i tha t there is no uch animal. Howe\•er , some guns are more versatile than 

other ( usuall ) with altendent disadvantages), and by fa r the most onmicompetent 

item r\ e een is a bicr ixgun ca lled the Scerbo-Freed "All Purpose." 

This awesome looking beast is a revolver chambered fo r the .4.JO 3" Magnum shot-

hell. Invented bv Geo rge F reed of \ ew }er ey. onl y a few are in existence. A ll of 

these Freed labo ri ou I) hand built sawin g apart two i\11917 Colt fr ames and cylin

ders. fi ling to pr oper di mens ions. and brazing them together endways to make a 

wheelgun long enough to S\ allow thi s shell. 

Freecrs de\ ice is a tripl e-threa t machine. designed to digest three types of car

tri dges : conventional shotshells, rifled slugs, and a handload that heaves fi ve .380 
ca li ber ro und ball piggy-back fa shi on. The secret of this uni versa lity is the patented 

ba r rel. 10 mill run hotgun pipe, (smoo th bore re\·olvers are ill egal, due to a Treas

ury idiocyncracy), Freed's tube starts off measuring .402", has four distinct step

downs in the diameter of the bore, and culminates in a .357" muzzle which is rifled 

fo r a cl istance of 1/2 to l". 

The urpri sing thing is that the gun works, and astoni shingly well. For instance : 

F actory skeet loads. #9 shot : I broke fi ve of the fir st six birds I tried at skeet with 

the big p istol, and at full shotgun range. A coupl e of subsequent shots at a pattern 

board showed the # 9's were giving a dense, even pattern in a ::lO" circle at :)0 yards. 

Rifl ed slugs. factory load : All firin g was done from ittin g pos ition. outdoors, hur

rid ly. on a cold and gusty da y. At 50 feet, fi ve out of six rounds went into 1:-xl," (see 

photo on fac in µ; page) . At 50 yard , five of six went into 5¥.i". The fl yer in each 

group was ca lled out. 

Fi \ e ba ll multi-l oads : At 25 ya rds. fired fr om standing, groups were even and 

con isten t. 11 ith the di persion genera ll y verti cal, acco unted for by the upward recoil 

of the gun. In each case. th ree hits could be covered by the pa lm of a hand, and the 

other t11 0 were in va ri abl y within another hand span. In no case d id the ba lls fa il to 

epara te. and in no case were there any wild fl yers. Several shell s loaded with under

size balls gave these same results when fir ed fr om 50 fee t. 

The 11 capons Freed has made up pass Treasur y mu ter. They sport 6" or 8" 

ba rrels. and tip the scales at 51 oz. They' re not quite as hu ge as they look. and 

handli ng qualities co111pare fa\ orabl y 11ith the big .1--l's. Howe1·e r, the ·'All Purposf'" 

is not in p roduction. and none are a\·ailable. l\Iore's the pit), fo r thi s enchantin g and 

ve rsa ti le 11 ea pon h a~ di ~ tin c t utilit~ for police, 

the milila r) . and sport,;111en alike. ~ 
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PULL! 

P ISTOLEER Harry Reeves and rifle
man Col. Jim Crossman will ram

rod the U.S. Shooting Team during 
th e 1968 Olympics at Mexico City in 
October. These two veterans of p re
vious Olympics bring a lot of savvy to 
the task of molding a strong entry in 
the dramatic and emotion-packed 
Olympic games, where national pride 
is just as much on the line as shooting 
ability. 

Reeves captained the U.S. shooting 
team in its fin e showing at the Pan
Arnerican Garnes in Montreal, and 
Colonel Jim was captain of the U .S. 

Col. Jim Crossmon 

team which showed well at the 1967 
World Moving Target Championships 
in Bologna, Italy, during Se ptember, 
1967. The Running Boar events of the 
ISU World Championships, a part of 
the championship program, was held 
at the same time in Pistoia, Italy. In 
the world of shooting, perhaps the 
most coveted championships are in 
the less well-publicized games of the 
International Shooting Union, the 
world regulatory body of shooting, 
but there is probably more national 
prestige and glory attached to the 
venerable Olympic Garnes, in which 
shooting events make up only a part 
of the championship program. 

Final tryouts for the Yank team , 
which will attempt to elevate Old 
Glory to the top of the m edal plat
form, are scheduled at Lackland Air 
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By DICK MILLER 

Force Base and San Antonio, Texas, 
July 3-19. Compe titors here will be 
the survivors fr0m 80 preliminary 
tryouts now in progress all across the 
country. 

The trap team of James Beck , Chris 
Bishop, Tommy Kromar, Billy Hicks, 
R. D. Loffelrnacher, and Jack Johnson 
captured a second place individual 
medal, and second team place at Bo
logna. Guy Renard of Belgium was 
the top individual with a scintilating 
283 of the total 300 targets. Dick Lof
felmacher of the USA and Adam 
Smelczynski of Poland deadlocked at 

Harry Reeves 

282 over the regulation distance. Both 
Loffelrnacher and Srnelczynski missed 
their 19th target in the pressure
packed shootoff for runner-up honors, 
and when the entry from Poland 
dropped another of the remaining six 
targets, the race was over . 

Liano Rossini of Italy was 3rd at 
280, with Gheorghe Florescu of Ro
mania and Michel Carrega of France 
at 279. George McGarry of Canada 
was the top standard bearer for the 
maple leaf of Canada, in the 278 
bracket with Silvano Basagni of Italy 
and Josef Meixner from Austria. Two 
Russians, Karlo Daraseliya and Pavel 
Senichev, paired at 277. George Pan
galos of Greece had the lone 276. 
Yank J ack Johnson was 13th with 275, 
shading countryman Bill Hicks who 
led a trio of 274 shooters, with both 

other 274 gunners being from host 
Italy. Jim B eck 's 273 placed him num
ber 17 on the hit parade. 

A popular score for North Ameri
cans was 258, being shared r espec
tively by Gil H enderson and Harry 
Willsie of Canad a and Chris Biship of 
the U.S. Tommy Kromai· of the USA 
and Franz Pavlis of Austria had the 
only scores of 256, out of the 119 
shooters who shot the fu ll 300 targets. 
Six of the 125 individual shooters 
from 25 countri es withdr ew without 
completing that event. Antero Maki
nen of Finland had the dubious honor 
of r ecording the low st score, with 218 
hits. Elisabeth Soden of West Ger
many was the top fem inine trap 
shooter, in an ev nt with no North 
American entri es. 

Canadian George McGarry topped 
the fie ld of junior trapgunners in the 
Grand Prix of Italy for juniors, a 
hundred target event. His 92 shaded 
the second place effort of Franz Pavlis 
from Austria, at 91, and the third 
place 89 of Jim B ck from the USA. 
Dominique Venen y of France was 
fourth at 88, with W rner Buhse, Jr. 
of West Germany and Alexander Ali
pov of Russia fifth and sixth at 86. 
Chris Bishop of th e USA was a ll alone 
at 85 and seventh place. The r emain
ing tlu·ee of the first ten places went 
to Sweden , Peru, and France. 

The team trap championship was a 
tight one, after the u ntouchable host 
Italian score of 732 / 800. The U.S. team 
was second at 719, Russia third at 716, 
and Canada fourth at 705, outranking 
Spain who also had 705. France and 
Libya were at 703, Belgium and Swe
den at 700, Austria at 696, Japan at 
692, Grea t Britain at 686, Greece at 
684, P eru at 680, Poland at 676, West 
Germany 672, Portu gal 669, and San 
Marino, 623. 

In the skeet events, Konrad Wirn
hier of West Germany was not to be 
denied with his stell ar 198x200. Eu
geny Petrov and Yury Tsuranov of 
the USSR dead-heated at 197, and 
P etrov went 50 straight in the shoot
off to top his fe llow countryman Tsur
anov who faltered to a 24 in the sec
ond extra round. All en Morrison of 
the USA was 4th , outr anking Eugeny 
Kondratyev of USSR, who also had 
196. 

Yank Bob Schuehl was 14th w ith 
190, with Bob R odal 's 187 ranking 
him 24th. The USA's Cecil Trammell 
finished 51st with hj 182, and Earl 
Herring's 181 was good for 60th. Allen 
Buntrock for the United States was at 
178 and 64th. Don Sanderlin from 
Canada had another 178, good for 
76th. Bruno De Costa was at 176 and 
85th for Canada, with his countryman 
Bruce Wennberg 94th at 172. One 
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hundred and five shooters completed 
the program , with two withdrawals 
(one each from Romania and Aus
tria ) . Igor P ezas of Greece was low on 
the interna tional totem pole, with 147. 

Russia thoroughly domina ted the 
skee t team events, with their 392x 400 
being fa r out in front of Ita ly 's 375, 
D enmark's 374, West Germany's 372, 
and P oland's 371. The United States 
team finish of 6th was a disappoint
men t (369) , and w ill be a target for a 
return to form at Mexico City. Can
ada was disappointed with their 15th 
place score of 358. Rom a nia was 7th, 
J apan 8th, Greece 9th , w ith Sweden , 
Finland, and Cuba deadlocked a t 10th 
a nd 362. Fra nce was 13th, Belgium 
14th , Lebanon 16th , P eru 17th , Great 
B ri tain 18th , and Spain 19th. 

Two Russian ladies took the first 
two spots in fem inine skeet, again 
with no U.S . or Ca nadian entries. 
Women from Ita ly, Belgium, France, 
Sweden , F in land. and Great B r itain 
m ade up the list of en tr ies. The R us
sian lasses, Laris a Gur vich , and 
Klavdia Smirnova, had 94 and 93 r e
spectively of the 100 skeet ta r gets. 
Gennar y Sedonkin of the USSR took 
th e skeet Grand P r ix of Italy for jun
iors, w ith no U.S. or Canadian entr ies. 
Elie P enot of France was second, and 
Matzs Alwen of Swed en third . 

li th e reader thinks that I migh t 
h ave poin ted with too much p ride a t 
the Yank and Canadian per formances 
in the ISU Championships at Bologna, 
and tha t I might be too san guine con 
cerning our chances at Mexico City, it 
should be quickly pointed out that the 
tra p and sk eet games a t Bologn a are a 
lot tougher than those on the North 
American continent, and tha t 's no 
baloney. The trap gam e was and will 
be the standa rd ISU 15- trap game, in 
which th ere ar e fi fteen traps serving 
each field of fi ve shooting posts. The 

shooter on any given post may re".!eive 
a target from one of three traps, in
stead of just one trap, and tha t target 
will be thrown 85 yards instead of 
about 50, which m eans it's a lot faste r , 
and I mean a lot. The vertical angles 
will var y, r ather than r em ain con
s tan t. In skeet th e target is thrown 65 
yards, wh ich is fast, fas t , fas t, on top 
of which th e gun butt m ust be touch
ing the hip when the ta r get is called 
fo r. Also, instead of being thrown on 
command of the shooter , as in Nor th 
America, the ta rget can be d elayed u p 
to three seconds. As sk eet shooters 
say, you must "be s teady to point" on 
these delayed ta rgets. 

A t this stage in the Interna tional 
shooting game, there a r e few of the 
International- ty pe shooting installa 
tions in North America, and practice 
is not easy to come by. Our participa 
tion in the ISU Gam es and the Olym 
pics is much like the participation of 
competitors from other countries in 
the games tha t a r e home grown in this 
pa r t of th e world, such as football, 
basketball, and baseball. Ask ing a 
cr ick et player from England, for ex
ample, to play baseball by ou r rules is 
about the same as the home- grown 
trap and skeet gunner shooting the 
ISU gam es, which prevail in almost 
a ll of the r est of the world. Since 
pride and prestige ar e at stake, we do 
make the effort, and our efforts are 
paying off. 

Under such old pros as Jim Cross
man a nd Harry R eeves, neither of 
whom is a stranger to pressure and 
other world shooting events, ou r 
shooters should in Mexico City fire 
some shots heard 'round the world . 
They also need all the support they 
can get in those tryouts now in prog
ress and those scheduled for L ack-
land and San Antonio ~ 

in J uly . ~ 

CUSTOM RIFLES 
THE FINEST CUSTOM RIFLES 
AVA ILA BLE IN THE WORLD ! 
Our guns were u sed t o disp l ny H.cdfic l d 
scopes in U1c J 967 Hcclfi c lcl Cnl.a l og. 
H C!comm cndcd n.c rnlngto n g uns m i Lh -
Au t h o ri zed Win chester R epair Cente r -
\Varra n ty Sava g-c 
Jtc pair Center 

CUSTOM RIFLES -
GUN BLUEING 
SPECIALISTS -
COM PLETE 
GUNSMITH I NG 
SERV IC E 

One of the most 
comp lete gunsmithing & 

gunmaking faci l i t ies in the 
U.S. Send SOc for ou r 12 page 

PRICE LI ST tha t g ives complete 
pr ices & deta i ls on the services 

we offer. Returnab le on f irst 
purchase. Try us for services no one 

else has the capabi lity or desi re to do. 

WE GUARANTEE f iner quality workmanship is 
not availab le anywhere at any pr ice. 

Campbell'.1 GUN SHOP, INC. 
2 7 2 1 E . GUNNI S ON , COLORADO S PRING S , COLORADO 80909 
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REGULAT ION 1917 
Is sue. The Bo c kpo c k par e xc el la n ce . L ots of 
Canvas c over ing and stra p s to make th e WW I 

Pa c k o f the Doughboy. 

USED EXCEL LENT 1,50 

BARGAIN HUNTERS ATTENTION 
MAUS E H l\I O l'I EJ, !)S B OI.TLESS IU F LF: S .. . Now 
fu r y ou wi se flhOOtc r s w h o have hidden away a lmndy 
«omp l ctc M· OS M a u ser Ho ll , thi s Is for y o u and you 
<llone . T hc~c ri fl es :tro nll ecm n l et c except a ll have 
rh c B o l t ~ Mi ~s i ni~ . Con<lltion Vc1y Good O ver A ll. 

~ ~ - u~~~~r~?g ,\ ;~ uN O~~'~ o ~~~~ .. C:.,Wl.£ s ~~t~ $ 1 s.oo 

RIFLE RACK 

l. German M·98 BMM Mauser rifle V.G. --- - $29.95 
2. Bri tish MIO # 1 Lee Enfie ld Rifle 303 cal. 

V. G. Cond. -- --- - ·------$21.95 
3. Fincub Spor ter 7.62 cal. Russ ian V. G. 

Cond . -- -- ----- --·-- ------ $16.95 
4. Italian Tern i Carbine 6.5mm V. G. Cond. - $14.95 
5. Mauser M·93 7MM Long Rifles Excellent . 

Cond . $29. 95 
6. Colu111b ian M·98 7MM Mauser Short Rifle 

V. G. Cond. •-- $29.95 
7. Enfield Md l. 1917 30·06 ca l. Rifle Win · 

ches ter or Re111. Mfg. V. G. $39 .95 
8. En field Md l. 1917 30·06 ca l . Rifle Eddy-

stone mfg. V. G. Cond. ------•--------- $34.95 
9. Persian M·98 Mauser Carbine 8111111 V. G. 

Cond. ---- $39.95 
10. Ital ian M·91 Carcano Long Ri fle 6.Sm111 

Good Cond. --·-- ---- ----- -- - - $12.95 
11. G 33/40 Mauser M-98 Mountain Carbine 

BMM Good Cond. --- ------- ------- $39.95 
12. VZ 24 Mauser M·98 BMM Rifl es V. G. · 

Cond . --- -- -- $39.95 
13. Alpine Italian Sporting Ri fles 6.5111111 V. G. 

Cond. - - - -- --- -----$16.95 
14. Mauser M·98 NATO Ri fle 30 ·06 Cal. M·50 

Md l. al l Mfg. by Fabrique Nat ionale during 
t he late 1950' s. Exce l lent Cond. - ------ $43.95 

15. P· l 4 Enfield Rifle 303 ca l. V. G. Cond . - $29.95 
16. Verquero Spl it Bridge SMM Rifle "Rare" 

Mfg. Ber lin Good ---------------------$19.95 
17. FN Se111 i Automatic Ri fle 30·06 ca l. V. G. 

Cond. ---· ------ - ----- --- $79.95 
18. 1917 Enfie ld Sporter w/Recoil Pad 30-06 

Cal. - ·-------- -------- - ----- -- S34.95 
19. Mauser M-98 Spo rters BMM V. G. Cond. - $34.95 
20. Swed ish Trapper Custom Spor ter 30·06 ca l. ' 

Per fect Cond. --- - ----- - ---- $89.00 
21. Swiss M-1911 Rifl es 7.5 cal. Condition 

V. G. --- -- ------------------------- 519.95 , 
22 . P-14 Enfield Sporters 303 cal . Good Cond. $29.95 
23. M·93 Sporters 7MM V. G. Cond. ------- $24.95 
24. VV-70 Ital ian Sniper Rifte5 6.SMM good 

Cond . -- - ------- - -- -- - -- -- - - - - - -- - -- $14.95 
25. M-43 Hungarian Mannlicher Rifle BM M V.G. 

Cond. --- ------ - -- ------$34.95 

AMMUNITION BARGAINS! 

100 
30.06 Cal. - - - - - ---- ------ --- $ 8.50 
7MM Mauser ---- ---- --- -.. -- - $ 5.00 
7.35 Cal. Italian --- -------- - S 5.00 
7.65 Cal. Argentine ------- --- $ 6.00 
6.SMM Dutch ----·----- -- -----$ 6.00 
BMM Mauser ----- -------- --- $ 4.00 
303 Cal. British ------ --- ---- S 6.00 
7.62 Cal. Ru ss ian ---- -- ------ $ 5.50 
9 MM Luger ------------ ----- - $ 5.00 
30 Cal. U. S. Carbine SP- - -----S 9.50 
7.62 NATO (308) ------ ----- - $10.00 
45 Cal. Auto Pistol - ---- - - - - - $ 7.00 
38 Spl. Roundnose ---- -- -- - -·-- $ 7.00 
.223 Cal. Mi l itary --- - ----- -- - $10.00 
43 ~ pan i s h Refornodo -------- - $ 8.50 
6.5 I tal ian ------ ----- ------- $ 6.00 
7.63 Mauser Pisto l -- ------- --$ 6.00 
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$40.00 
$40.00 
$50.00 
$50.00 
$35.00 
$50.00 
$45.00 
$45.00 
$85.00 
$85.00 
$60.00 
$60.00 
$85.00 
$75.00 
$50.00 
$50.00 

All P r i c<'S S u b ject to c hange Without Notice. All ttems 
F'.0 n. nrook lyn, N.Y. U n l ess P osta ge c nl. \ Vllh Order. 
O n All I nqu iries Please Send Stmnps for Hcp li cs . N. Y. 
STAT E RF:S I Or-:NTS ADO 5 0/n TAX. llifle :met sho lb"llll 
p l11·cl1ase r s , send signed .-.mdavit to ;:tvo icl shi pp i nrr 

~~~~ -~ A.NTEE D -Two day retun1 period, p r e -paid to u s , 
I f artic le in s ame condition as when shi p ped by u s . 
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SOUTHWESTERN ARMS CO. INC. 
107 LOGAN STREET 
Dept. G. 

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11208 , 
Tel ephone 212·Ml-7 ·1063 
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CHAROLA-ANITUAS 

(Con tinued from. po"e 51) 

Both the third and fourth variations 
have an overall length of 8.40". 

The 7mm Charola pistols as a grou p 
show much less variation and were 
obviously made over a relatively short 
period of time. Both variations are 
numbered in the same series, begin
ning at 10,000. Numbers have been 
observed from 10,005 to approximately 
12,000, indicating that there were prob
ably only 2h as many pistols made in 
7mm as there were in 5mm. 

The basic 7mm, except for changes 
necessary to accommodate the fatter 
cartridge, is almost identical in con
struction to the 5mm model. The 
thickness of frame and receiver is 
greater as is the height of the receiver 

changed. This change results in a 
"swept back" look. It is interesting to 
note that the bolt catch lever of the 
late type 5mm pistols does not occur 
on an y of tJ1e 7mm pistols, lending 
strength to the th ory of their sep
arate manufacture. 

The second typ 7mm pistol occurs 
intermixed with the first. The varia
tion consists of a detachable box mag
azine of eight hot capacity, substi 
tuted for the fix ed ix shot magazine. 
The magazine is constructed of thin 
sheet metal and is unfinished. It has 
a removable bottom of the same de
sign as Bergmann magazines and is 
numbered to the gun. There are no 
cartridge s ight hol on the ides. The 

Comparison of Smm and 7mm Charola Cartri dges 

Cartridge Bul let Bullet Case neck Case rim Case Muzzle 
diameter we ight diameter diameter length ve locity 

Smm .203" 28-36 
gr. 

7mm .284" 61-63 
gr. 

and diameter of the b arrel. To accom
modate six of the larger cartridges 
the depth of the magazine increases 
from 1.38" to 1.54". The barrel length 
is further r educed to 3.28", creating 
an overall length of 8.30". The de
creased length and increased h eight 

lead to a less attractive, chunky ap
pearance. The front sight construction 
and barrel and chamber markings, as 
well as grip design, are identical to 
those of the third type 5mm pistols. 
In addition, the 7mm pis tols carry on 
the left frame panel the old winged 
bullet trademark, but w ithout any 
initials in the bullet and the banner 
wording changed to "TRADE MARK." 
Some very late 7mm pistols have a 
much smaller version of this altered 
trade marking. The 7mm pistols, like 
the early 5mm pistols, are not proofed. 
The firing pin retention system is 
changed in the 7mm pistols to a self
retaining design similar to that u sed 
in the later Model 1896 Mausers. This 
modification allows the main serial 

number to be carried on the top of 
the bolt grip wings, directly in front 
of the hammer. Another difference in 
all observed specimens above 10,005 
is that in order to clear the increased 
depth magazine well , the contour of 
the front of the trigger guard is 

.226 .284 .717 1000 fps 

.309 .3'43 .717 725 fps 

magazine lips, which come up high on 
the bolt sides, ar completely ben t 
over and, by m eans of ta ll ears on 
the sides of the cast aluminum fol
lower , hold the follow r below the 
path of the bolt. 

In order to ace pt the magazine, 
s tandard 7mm fram s w re only slight
ly alter ed. The floor plate latch chan
nel and front dov tail a r e fi lled by a 
pinned- in block, and he alteration 
concealed by minor decora tive en
gravin g on the front of h magazine 
well. To retain the magazi ne a trans 
verse hole is bor d in the frame to 
accept a cross-pu h r lease. The r e
lease button is simply the head of the 
retaining nut. The d tacha ble maga
zin e variation has b n observed as 
low as serial 10,033 and as high a 
11,935. This intermixing would seem 
to indicate that all of the 7mm pistols 
were made in one batch and sold , or 
assembled, without regard to serial 
number. At some later time pistols , 
or numbered fram s on hand, were 
al tered to the detachable magazin e 
system. The number of detachable 
magazine pistols known is far less 
than that of fixed. 

Charola pistols are, on the whole, 
quite graceful in appearance and nice
ly machined and finished. Unfortu-
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nately, they were made of quite soft 
and often inferior materials. Basic 
components such as the action sub
frame and lockwork, and possibly a lso 
the frame and receiver, were ma
chined from sand castings. Many pis
tols are fo und with broken or improp
erly tempered springs, pa1·ticularly the 
locking lever spring. Others show 
much battering of the recoil spring 
retaining block in the r eceiver, indi
cating that even with the locked action 
the recoil spring is not up to cop ing 
with th e r elatively small forces in
volved. 

EXTERIOR fi nishes vary consider 
ably from model to model. Most 

have chemically blued frames, receiv
ers, barrels and action fr ames. All bolts 
arc polished and in terior lockwork is 
unfinished. Ea rly examples have sil 
ver-plated hamme r and triggers and 
heat blued safeties and extractors. 
Intermediate issues have polish d 
hammers and trigge rs. Late 5mm i -
sues have chemically blued triggers, 
hammers, extracto rs, and safety le
vers ; 7mm pistol have either silver
plated or brilliantly heat blued ham
mers and t1 ·igger . A fair numbe r , 
both in 5mm and 7mm, are nickel 
plated. One early 5mm examined has 
a nickeled receiver and barrel group 
on a blued frame, apparently original. 
Engraving, both minor and major, and 
mother of pearl rips occur infre 
quently on Spanish made 5mm pistols, 
usually on nickeled piec s. The 7mm 
pi tols often have moth e r of pea rl 
grips and a re often nickel plated , bu t 
ha ve no t been observed with en 
graving except to hide the altera tion 
for detachable m agazines. 

QUITE often Charola-Anituas are 
reported in a ll orts of odd calibers 

such as "6mm," "6.5mm," etc. Withou t 
exception all of those examined have 
been reworked from one of the tw o 
factory calibers to 6.35mm Browning 
(.25 ACP) or some other more readily 

available cartridge. A detachabl m ag
azine 7mm \Ya found r e\\·orked to .32 
S&W caliber and one, a n ea rly 5mm, 
was even fou nd re bored and altered 
to handle .22 rimfire! These r eworks 
appear to have been done by native 
gunsmiths in Mexico, from wher e al
most all of these odd calibers can be 
traced. The popular story is that the 
guns were smuggled in from Spain 
and reworked for use by the peons in 
their revolution against the dicta tor 
Porferio Di az in 1910. It would be 
nice if such were true, a noble post

script for a little known, but none the 
less inte resti ng, pioneering effort ~ 
in the field of automatic pistols. ~ 
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KENTUCKY RIFLE 

( Continued from page 47) 

principle of rifling had b een known in 
eastern Europe-Russia and Poland, 
some of the Balkan states- long be
fore it spread to the more technically 
advanced n a tions of western Europe. 

What were the early K entucky 
rifles like? Most had 45 inch barrels, 
and stocks carved out of either maple 
or walnut wood . A thin sheathing of 
the same wood ran the entire length 
of the barrel. A full len gth r ifle was 
long enough so that its muzzle came to 
a man 's chin when its butt rested on 
the ground. The barrel, of course, was 
rifl ed , setting it distinctly apart from 
the smooth-bore muskets in use, 
althou gh it u sed the flintlock of the 
muskets. While the calibers varied , 
they averaged , according to those au
thorities who know most about them, 

also chief source of n t rtain ment on 
the fronti er . Wh en v e r possible, 
shooting matches were held : on holi
d ays, to celebrate a wedding, a birth
day, an anniver sary, or for no reason 
at all. At these match , the flame 
from a candle was nuffed out at 60 
feet, or the head of a nai l was driven 
into a board by a b ullet. In war, 
it could be a devastating weapon in 
the hands of a skilled man up to two 
hundred yards, but most of the stories 
told about snipers knocking a man 
ove r at more than four hundred yards 
a r e myths or were fr ak shots. Still. 
there were a few docum nted excep
tions. 

N ea rly every 
frontier was a 
K entucky rifle. 

farm er's son on the 
good hot w ith the 
They had to be at 

The Kenf.ucky rifle was a weapon, tool of 

the hunt, source of entertainment on the frontier. 

.54 caliber. The bullets, r elatively 
crude round b alls, were carried in a 
bullet pouch slung at the side. A bul
let was placed in a greased patch 
which made ramming it into the muz
zle of the r ifle comparatively easy. 
The powder was carried in a powder 
horn with its sides shaved to the thin
ness of paper, enabling the r ifleman 
to see how much powder he carried 
at a glance . It was always carri ed n ext 
to the body so that it would maintain 
a uniform temperature. 

One of the tricks necessar y for good 
marksmanship with a flintlock was the 
ability to judge how much powder 
was needed to carry a bullet ac 
curately to a given distance. The eco
nomics of the frontier made the waste 
of powder a cardinal sin . One of the 
r easons for the Indians' reputation as 
poor marksmen was their inability to 
measure out the proper amount of 
powder to insure accurate range. An
other , of course, was that they had 
few K entucky rifles. They were 
usually a rmed with ch eap British 
trade musk ets. These smoothbores 
just couldn't compete with a K entucky 
rifle. Simon K enton, for one, always 
claimed that Indians w ere as good 
marksmen as white m en when prop
erly equipped, but that they lacked 
the white m an 's love for his w eapons 
and tools and seldom took proper care 
of them. 

The K entucky rifle was not only a 
w eapon or a tool of the hunt. It was 

least good to su rvive. The rifle was a 
first defense again t ho tile Indians. 
It brought home m at for th table. 
But there wer e a few who wer e even 
more than this. There w re men in 
whose h ands a K entucky rifle would 
s ing a song. It b ecame almost a living 
t hing. 

The classic prototype of the marks
man and rifleman of 'hat day is, of 
course, Daniel Boone. He was sup
posed to be with out an qual. This 
was not literally true. Ther e were 
some who were as good , and pe rhaps 
a few , like Simon K nton or Lewis 
Wetzel, who were ven better . B ut 
there is enough truth in the old story 
to class him as one o the masters of 
the K entucky rifle. 

Boone was a man of medium h eigh t 
and slender stature. The old portraits 
show a moody wild rnes dreamer 
which seems someh ow inconsistent 
w ith wha t we know about his humor 
and human warmth. H e was a fron 
tie r farmer with a s r ong yen for 
hunting and trapping. H e often left 
his family for months at a time to 
wander the wilderne s trails. When 
h e was "bar" hunting in Tennessee in 
1760, he was 26 years old . Five years 
earlie r, he had been in Braddock's 
disastrous defeat by th e French and 
Indians. It was still nin years before 
he would first enter K ntucky, but 
for the next 20 years his name would 
b e woven into her histor y. His first 
uttempt to fou nd a settlement in the 
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region ended in failure . He and his 
fo llowers were d r i v e n back by 
Indians, and his oldest son, James, was 
.killed . James Harrod founded the first 
s ettlement, but Boone came back to 
build the second on the banks of the 
K entucky River. 

Booncsboro was a typical frontier 
s e ttlement, a clus ter of cabins sur 
Tounded by a stockade w ith a block
house at each corner. Outside the 
s tockade wer e cleared fi elds, more 
cabins and huts, and a short distance 
.away the unending wilderness. In 
1778, Boon e, and some of his followers, 
w er e captu red by Shaw nee Indians, 
who sold most of the Kentuckians to 

the British in D etroit, but refused to 
part with Boone. The Shawnee chief, 
Blackfis h, adopted him as his son. 
Boone could enjoy living the Indian 
life, but one day he learned that they 
p lanned to attack Boonesboro. So he 
e scaped , and trekked through hun
dreds of miles of trackless wilderness 
to warn the settlers. 

W ITHIN days, Blackfish with 400 
Shaw nee warriors, the Negro r en 

egade, Pompey, and a small party of 
French- Canadian ir re gulars w e re 
pounding a t th e stockade gates. Pom
pey climbed to the top of a tree far 
from the stockade and started sniping. 
Nothing is known of his background, 
but an educa ted guess is that he was 
a n escaped slave. Boone kn ew him 
personally from his Indian days. 

Somewhere Pompey had acquir ed a 
K entucky r ifle, and he was exceed 
ingly skillful in its use. Futhermore, 
he had the advantage of height. He 
:shot a fron tiersman in the shoulder. 
'Then a bullet from his rifle hit a 

econd man. A dozen rifles in the fort 
were trained on him, and fired with
<0 ut any effect except to make him hug 
the tree closer . Boone was called. 
Sizing up the situa tion at a glance, he 
knew that if the N egro were to be 
·brought down h e would have to do it. 
If young Simon K enton wer e around, 
Boone might have assigned him the 
<ehore. But he was in the Illinois 
<eountry scouting for George Rogers 
C lark. 

Pompey fired again, and the settlers 
s cmried for cover. Boone sigh ted his 
Kentucky rifle, squeezed the trigger , 
and the Negro came tumbling down. 
After the s iege was lifted , the Indians 
c arried off their own dead, but left 
the black man 's body where he had 
fallen. Boone's bullet had struck him 
in the forehead, a truly remarkable 
s hot. 

Later in life , Boone roved far afield 
from Kentucky. H is wanderings took 
bim as far west as the Yellowstone 
R iver. He hunted the prong horn 
a n telope of the plains. Once he shot 
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a grizzly bear with his Kentucky rifle, 
k illing it with one well-aimed shot. 
Past 75, he started taking a young 
Negro boy with him whenever the 
wanderlust became too hard to bear. 
The boy's sole r esponsibility was to 
bring the great pioneer's body back 
in case he died. For this man who 
had spent his life on the farthest fron 
tier s, often in wilderness that few 
w hite m en had ever seen, had a des
perate fear of dying away from 
civilization. He wanted to be buried 
among his own people. But when 
Daniel Boone died- he was 84 and in 
his own bed. 

In those early days in K entucky, 
Boonesboro was also the headquar
ters of Simon Kenton. H e alternated 
between being chief scout for Boone 
and for George Rogers Clark, a post 
of considerable r esponsibility for a 
man still in h is early twenties. K enton 
could not read or write, but he knew 
every forest trail, the habits of every 
wild animal, the ways of the Indians 
better than most men twice his age. 
He was over six feet tall with blue 
eyes and blond ha ir. At that time, he 
called himself Simon Butler , believing 
he was wanted for murder in Fau
q uier County, Virginia. Actually , the 
man he shot had survived, but Kenton 
(aged 16 wh en it all happened) wasn't 
to find out for a long time. 

An argument that will ge t at least 
two differ ent answers among the peo
ple who know abou t the American 
fronti er is: "Who was the greater, 
Boone or K enton?" E ven in their day, 
no one knew the answer. 

The year of 1777 was called the year 
of the bloody sevens, and with good 
reason . The Indians were everywhere, 
trying to push the white man from 
their favorite hunting grounds. Ken
ton was one of the few who could cope 
with them on their own terms. He 
mastered the difficult ability of re 
loading his rifle on the run. Ord inar
ily, once the r ifle was shot, it becam e 
a piece of useless wood and metal. To 
reload it, the rifleman had to stop, rest 
its butt on the ground, pour in pow
der, ram a bullet down its muzzle, 
then pour powder into its pan. For 
the average pioneer, this was impos
sible in the heat of battle or when he 
was being chased by Indians. But not 
for K enton. In his hands, the K en
tucky r ifle was a lmost as effective as 
a repeater. He could reload it as he 
ran, resting th e stock sideways against 
his body. 

One clay this trick saved Dan iel 
Boone's life. The day started like 
many others on the fro n tier, quiet and 
peaceful. The farmers were working 
their fields outs ide Boonesboro. Then 
a shot rang out from the bush es of the 
nearby for est. A farmer fell to the 
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ground, and the others r an for the 
stockade . An Indian began scalping 
the dead man. Unfor tunately for him, 
Simon K enton w as in the fort. H e 
shot the Indian in the middle of his 
gory chore. 

The time would come when the 
nam e Simon K enton would b e known 
to two gen erations of Americans for 
wisdom and savvy in the border w ars. 
But at this time h e was in the full 
flush of reckless youth, and so h e did 
a foolish thing. H e ran out of the 
s tockade to the side of the dead In
dian to get his scalp. Boone saw him, 
and yelled for him to come back. But 
it was too la te. A dozen Indians 
charged out of the w oods surrounding 
the scou t. B oon e and a party of set
tlers r an to aid K enton. 

They fell into wh at might b e con
sider ed a classical Indian ambush . A 
larger band of Indians appeared be
tween the pioneers and the stock ade. 
Most of the white m en had discharged 
their rifles and w er e r educed to u sing 
them as clubs trying to cut their way 
through the savages to the for t. But 
K enton reloaded his rifle twice, and 
with each shot killed an Indian. As 
h e r eloaded a third time, his eyes 
searched for a target. 

At that moment a s tray bullet broke 
Boone's ankle, and h e fell to the 
ground. Soon an Indian stood over 
him with r aised tomah awk to finish 
him off. But a snapshot from Ken
ton's rifle killed the Indian. H anding 
his weapon to a settler, K enton carried 
Boone into the fort. 

Kenton w ent on to be the hero of a 
series of adventures unique in fronti er 
history. H e w as captured by the 
Indians and survived almost every 
form of Indian torture. H e was ti ed 
to the stake to be burned three times, 
and on each occasion his life w as 
saved as if by some miracle. H e ran 
an Indian gauntle t eight times and 
managed to live. F ew m en ever sur
vived one. 

Unlike Boone, and most of the great 
frontiersmen, K enton n ever hunted 
for sport. Yet, in the early days, his 
skill as a hunter k ept many frontier 
families alive when they would have 
otherwise starved . His gr anddau ghter, 
Edna Kenton , explained it this way : 
" Simon K enton only hunted for m eat, 
or when it w as the most dangerous 
work." 

There w er e few Indian w ars on the 
border between 1774 and 1812 in 
which K enton did not fight. Un
lettered though he was, he rose to the 
rank of Brigadier-Gener al in the Ohio 
Militia . Although K ~ nton spent his 
early and middle years fighting hostile 
Indians, he w as r ecognized by every 
one as a defender of the peacefuls. 
K enton was an old m an wh en a mob 

of young toughs took it into their col
l ective heads to m assacre a band of 
peaceful and una rm ed Indians camped 
nearby. Word was b r ought to him, 
and h e took his long K ntucky rifle 
d own from wh er e it hung over the 
fire place, and wen t to m eet the m ob. 

It must h ave b een some scene. An 
old m a n, cradling h is rifl e in his arms, 
fa cing a score of you nger men. But 
no fiction writer would h ave dar ed 
wr ite the climax. K en ton stopped the 
lynching by the simpl expedien t of 
telling the m ob that the only way 
they could kill any of these people 
would be to kill him fi r st-adding 
grimly- th at before t hat h appened 
som e of t hem would urely die. The 
yo ung m en knew all about Simon 
K enton, and there wasn't on e of them 
willing to take the chance and face 
up to him. K en ton lived to 81, and 
like Daniel Boone died in h is own bed. 

There wer e four brothers named 
W etzel who roamed the wilderness of 
Ohio and West Virginia in the closing 
years of the eighteen th cen tury. They 
were Lewis, J acob, Martin , and J ohn 
W etzel. All wer e famou , but Lewis 
was the best known ; a l gend while he 
still lived , a figure of history and fi c
tion ever since. H e wa perhaps the 
most controver sial man to ever appear 
in American fron tier history. To som e, 
h e was a vicious, cold - blooded killer . 
The United States Army certainly 
though t so, and it did it best to hang 
him for shooting an Indian under a 
flag of truce, a not uncommon We tzel 
trick . To others, he was a fron tier 
h ero, ever ready to save the life of 
a white man, woman , or child from 
Indians on the war path. History 
r ecords that ther e was an elem ent of 
truth in both views. 

One historian who accepted the 
former view was Theodore Roosevelt. 
In his "Winning The W st," he com
pared Lewis Wetzel unfavorably to 
Boone and K enton, using such word 
as "bru tal" and " coar e" to describe 
him. On th e other h and, Zane Grey 
wrote him up as a h ro in three of 
his novels ("Betty Zane," " Spiri t Of 
The B order ," and the "Last Trail.") 
Grey r epeated the old wives ' fron tier 
tale of h ow the Wetz 1 boys turned 
Indian killers after th eir father , 
mother , and younger brothers a nd 
s is ters wer e m assacr ed by Indians. 
The documented fa cts how th at thei r 
m other lived to be an old wom an , and 
while their fa ther was eventually 
killed by Indians, it was long after 
they had won their r eputations. 

Wha tever the historical con troversy 
about L ewis W etzel, there h as never 
been the slightest debate regarding 
his ability with the r ifl e. H e was 5', 9" 
tall , barrel ch ested , with long black 
h air that fell to hi s w aist wh en un-
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wound, and the stamina and running 
power of a wild Indian. Of his many 
adventures, two will serve to indicate 
why he became a legend in his own 
time, and why to this day some his
torians consider him the gr eatest indi
vidual Indian fighter of the early West. 

One day a wild turkey gobbled 
ac ross the Ohio River from Ft. H enry 
(now Wheeling, West Virginia) , and 
a young pioneer bent on a turkey 
dinner that evening paddled his canoe 
in the direction of the sound. H e 
never came back. Then next day an
other settler who h ad gone turkey 
hunting fa iled to return. The following 
morning Lewis Wetzel heard the tur
k ey's gobble. His trained ears de
tected a fals e note, and so he crossed 
the river far down stream and circled 
back behind it. The turkey gobbled 
again, only it wasn't a turkey, but a 
brawny Shawnee warrior hidd en in a 
cave. Wetzel shot him in the back of 
his head, and r eturned to Ft. H enry 
wearing a fr esh scalp. 

Once Wetzel was jumped by four 
Indians in the Ohio wilderness. When 

they r ealized who he was, they moved 
cautiously, knowing they were on the 
trail of one of the most dangerous m en 
on the frontier. But when h e fired 
his r ifle and killed an Indian, the re
maining warriors thought that he was 
unarm ed. The only thing wrong with 
this reasoning was that Wetzel , like 
K enton, had master ed the knack of 
reloading the K entucky rifle on the 
run. H e reloaded twice, and killed 
two more Indians. The r emaining 
Indian gave up the chase, supposedly 
saying: "Him man with always loaded 
gun." But it is highly unlikely that 
any Indian ever talked that way. 

In 1804, w hen Lewis Wetzel was 40, 
he accompanied Lewis and Clark on 
the first leg of their expedition. But 
after four months he gr ew tired of 
Captain Lewis' rigid military dis
cipline and r eturned to his old stamp
ing grounds. Four years later, he 
contracted yellow fever and died. 

Dissimilar though these three men 
w ere, they must be numbered among 
the real masters of the ~ 

K entucky r ifle . i.. 

FREE RIF LE GAME 

(Continued from page 22) 

were virtually forgotten. When we 
decided to ge t back into the free rifle 
spo r t we knew exactly w hom we 
wou ld have to defea t. It has been 
that way since 1952, undoubtedly it 
will continue that way for a long time 
to come. 

In the Olympics of '52 the USSR 
was first ; we were 6th. In '56 the 
Russians again won ; w e w er e 8th. In 
1960, Austria was best and w e were 
7th. In '64 we were not only top dogs 
but won 3rd place as well. Not only 
did our boy , Gar y Anderson, take 
the m easure of the Commie gunners 
a t Tokyo but he hu ng up a new world 
r ecord, a score of 1153. The best the 
Sovie t marksman, K veliash vili, could 
do was 1144. Gunnarsson, a n U.S. 
army sergeant was 3rd, with 1136. 

This is a sort of quickie history of 
free rifle shooting down to the pres
ent. While our participation, until re
c ntly, has been pretty spotty, th ere 
is r eason to believe that from now on 
we shall continue to win. We have 
learned a lot these past few years, 
and have perfected both our shooter s 
and our shooting irons. And maybe 
more than this, we h ave sharpened 
up our training methods so that our 
marksmen perform at peak efficiency. 

That you may get the free rifle 
game into proper perspective let m e 
say that it is the toughest of all rifle 
sports. Consider, if you will, the fact 
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that the firing distance is 328 yards, 
approx imately, and the 10 ring m eas
ures 3.94 inches. There are many 
rifles m ad e today, and a gr eat deal 
of ammo, that won't shoot a four inch 
r ing at 328 yards. The marksman 
who plays at this game not only has 
to hi t that elusive and exce dingly 
diminutive ring, but for one-third of 
a ll the sho ts h e fires must do it off
hand! 

The course of fire is a veritable 
marathon contest. It requires 120 
shots. Forty of these are fired prone, 
40 kneeling, and the r emaining 40 off

hand. A time limit of 61/2 hours is 
allowed with a generous number of 
sighting shots before each stage. This 
is a game strictly fo r toughies , fo r 
strong, keen- eyed youngsters with 
iron-hard muscles and legs like a 
we ightlifter . The free rifle can weigh 
as much as 17.6 pounds and though 
few shooters go the limit, the average 
weight is from 14.5 to 15.5 pounds. 
The rifle must be a cen terfire and the 
caliber cannot be larger than 8 mm 
(.323") . 

The rifle may possess any sights, so 

long as these sights have no glass in 
them. The barrel may be any length 
and any diameter and weigh t so long 
as the overall limitation of poundage 
is observed. The stock may be any 
design and the accepted pattern sports 
an adjustable buttplate with an ex-
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AIR COMMANDO HAT Oes ign ed of Battle Gre en 

tended aluminum prong which passes 
under the armpit. The buttplate is 
adjustable for length , for vertical di
r ection, and may be tilted or canted 
out of the vertical ; all these adjust 
by the use of Allen scr ews and a 
wrench. The stock has a cheekpiece 
and may be carved after the fashion 
of the German Scheutzen stock. These 
days, the stock has a pronounced 
pistol grip and a hole is drilled 
through the wood so that the thumb 
m ay be passed around the pistol grip. 
There is an adjustable rest beneath 
the fleshy p art of the palm as it grips 
the rifle. 

For the other hand, there is a palm 
rest. This moves along a rail , and 
while it can be shifted forward or 
back , it also has a further axis in that 
it may be swung to the left or right; 
and may be moved upward and down
ward on a shaft which is a part of the 
assembly. Ther e is a r emova ble sling 
swivel. This too is adjustable, mov-

position the sigh t for prone, and r e
position it for th offh and . 

The trigger m ay be any weight so 
long as it is safe. This m eans in some 

cases a weight of pull of only 2 oz. 
It m ay be of the set type or may be 
single stage. Seldom does the pull 
go over 1/2 lb. 

Firing is done from an enclosed 
fir ing point. This shooting stand is 
protected from thr e sides and has a 
roof. The front may be open. The 
idea is to immuniz the gunner from 
the elements. The Int rnational Shoot
ing Union , supervising authority for 
free rifle shooting ar ound the world, 
had in mind a set of rules which 
would enable the gun and the gunner 
to put forth a joint best effor t. Wi th 
this in mind, the firing point has been 
design ed to pr otect almost completely 
from the elem ents. 

What do w e see in our international 
free riflem an ? We see a shooter who 
must be s trong, young, and tough; a 

Walther's KKM is one of the most popular for .22 competition. 

able along the sam e rail that supports 
th e palm r est. 

The front sight is a hooded aper
ture . While the 10 ring at 300 meters 
is only 3.94 inches in diameter, the 
aiming bull extends out to include the 
five ring. This gives a mark with a 
diameter of 23.62 inch es. Almost uni
versally, th e free riflemen use an 
aperture front sight and do not use 
a post. It is more precise, is not so 
tiring on the eyes over the long 120 
shot grind, and is more easily seen in 
any light condition. The rear sight is 
a p recision micrometer- adjustable af
fair , movable usually in 1/s minute 
clicks with a selective aperture sight
ing disc, with sizes in increm ents of 
.004", starting at .30" and going up to 
.058". This sight is on an extension 
r ail and w ill have a movem en t, for 
ward and back of, generally, 1.5 
inches so that the marksman may 

m an who must be trained over a long 
period of time to h old the extremely 
h eavy rifle and to shoot it well. On 
the side of the rifl we r ealize that 
here, virtually , is a firea rm w ithout 
an y limitations; a kind of gun that 

the ISU fathers have deliberately at
temp ted to mak free. Hence the 

name "free r ifle" game. 
What is th e good of such a hi crhly 

specialized sor t of port? The ord
nance cannot be used for anything 

else; it is too h eavy for the gam e fi elds, 
too bulky and h fty fo r wa r , and it 
would scarcely do for th e specialized 
gam e of sniping. What then are the 
practical aspects of this sport? Why 
follow it in thi s country? These are 
good questions and deserve honest 
answers. 

Free rifle mar ksmansh ip is sort of 
like the Indianapolis 500 mile auto 
race. In itself ther e may be little 
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that is wholly practical, but the side 
effects are monumental. The auto 
jousting has contributed to the bet
termen t of engines, chassis, gear train, 
tires, and wheels. The free rifle sport 
has improved barrels , actions, trig
gers, sights, s tocks, and loads. Be
yond this, it has improved marksman
ship by attracting a class of individual 
who have been so intensely devoted to 
w inning that h has unearthed shoot
ing facts and developed techniques 
which might n ever have b een discov
ered . 

A most significant facet to the game 
has been the political one. The Com
munists have u sed their winning to 
make propaganda hay. When they 
have defeated us they have brayed 
out to the world that we are deca
dent. When we h ave won they have 
been silent, but have returned to 
Moscow determined to try all the 
harder on the next round. If we 
should withdraw from the interna 
tional tournaments at this stage-as 
we did during the 30's-we'd play 
r ight into the hands of the Sovie ts. 
There is little danger of that. 

In 1937, as I've sa id, the Estonian, 
Kivistik, shot a new world record 
score. The Estonian team was just 
as hot and walked off with the world 
team honors. In 1939, another inter 
national series of matches were fired 
and again the Estonian team walked 
off with the No. 1 spot. Shooter s a ll 
over the world commenced to study 
the shooting style of th ese gunners . 
What was it, they asked, that the 
marksmen from Eston ia (Estonia is 
located on the B al tic Sea, was gob
bled up by Russia after WW II) had 
that others wer e slow to discover? 

lt was found that in the prone, for 
e xample, that Kivistik and his team 
mates did not belly down flat on the 
ground, twisting and squirming until 
t he body was at an angle 45 degrees 
to the target. Instead, the Estonians 
lay more directly behind the rifle, the 
a ngle between the body and the tar
get not greater than 25 degrees or so. 
And maybe more important, the 
marksman pulled his right leg up 
until there was a noticeable bend at 
t he knee. The left leg remained 
s traight and the foot was not la id 
:flat. Instead the heel was turned up 
in quite a natural fas hion. 

This posture did a number of things, 
all of them good. The most beneficial 
was to throw the weight of the upper 
body off the chest and thus r elieve 
the lungs and the heart to consider
able extent. The only objection to 
th e Estonian position is that if the 
right knee is bent too abruptly and 
the leg p ulled up too high, the center 
of gravity shifts leftward to such ex-
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tent as to put an unreasonable burden 
on the left arm. 

Our shooters h ave adopted this new 
shooting stance but have revised and 
perfected it. While the body is al
most directly behind the rifle, the 
shift to the left side is not as pro
nounced as that originated by Kivi
stik and his mates. Ther e is a sort of 
compromise, and this has taken the 
shape of less bend in the right knee 
and a somewhat lower leg position. 

The free rifleman must fire kneel
ing. Next to offhand, no shooting 
s tance is more uncertain. The r ifle is 
balanced on th e left knee a nd the 
posture is a shaky one. In the U .S.A., 
and most especially in the military, 
we have developed a kneeling posi
tion in which the marksman turns his 
right foot over and sits on it as it lies 
flat on the ground. This tak es a pretty 
supple ankle joint but it can be done 
with a littl e practice. If h e can-it 
requires the long, lean, hungry type 
to do this- h e leans well forward and 
rests the left elbow not on ton of the 
left knee but actually ahead of the 
knee joint and below it. This, we have 
long concluded, is the staunchest, 
steadiest and best kneeling pose of 

all. It has been taught to army recruits 
for many years. 

It remained for our ranking free rifle 
marksmen to completely explode the 

theory that this is the best way to 
shoot from the kneeling. These buck
os, by current ISU shooting rules, 
use a padded roll which they slip 
under the left ankle. They then sit 
on the left heel. The roll is of such 
a height and thickness as to permit 
the gunner's toe to touch the ground 
but the padding takes up the body 
weight. The marksman does not slope 
his left leg forward in the old style, 
but pulls it back to his body sharply 
and achieves a position where the 
shin is completely vertical. He rests 
his left arm, at the elbow, on the 
knee-not inside the knee, not ahead 
of the knee, not down the shin, as 
we've done so long in the military, but 
dir ectly atop it. The body is upright
not leaned forward and certainly not 
slanted backward or to the side. The 
position is called the "high kneeling" 
stance and despite the fact tha t at first 
blush it might appear to be u nsteady, 
it is so remarkably solid that our top 
gunners now knock out 300 m eter 
scores within 1 to 2 per cent of the 
prone totals! 

The offhand, or standing, position 
has been just as thoroughly over 
hauled. It has been our conception 
that the fellow who shoots best off
hand must spraddle his legs out at 
least 24 to 30 inches and must stand 
rigidly er ect-not leaning forward in-

to the gun and certainly not leaning 
backward in an awkwar d effort to 
hold it er ect. W e place the left ham! 
directly under the pi c and extend 
it some inches ah ad of the normal 
balance point of th ri.fl . The righ t 
elbow is lifted sha rply and xtends 
on a line with the shoulders. It is 
believed that when it is lifted in this 
fashion tha t it aids in the support of 
th e rifle. 

Study by our sharks shows this 
position is pretty poor. In the firs t 
place, the rifle mu t be h ld in place 
largely by the use of the hands, the 
arms, and the back. This can be done 
fo r a few shots but tires the shooter 
very rapidly. The no ion that the 
body is h eld motion] s by the widely 
s praddled legs is ano h r misconcep
tion. The shooter must continually 
fight a tendency to te t r over on his 
face because the c nt r of gravity, 
due to the heavy rifle is well in front 
of the body. 

Now our free r ifleman exhibits an 
entirely differ ent stance, a most 
unique and seemingly awkward one 
it would appear at fo· t blush. In
stead of standing on his hind legs and 
spreading his feet wide, he places his 
feet no more than 10 inches apart ; 
barely as far as the width of his 
shoulders. Then h e 1 ans backward
not a great deal , bu nough to shift 
the center of balanc of the heavy 
rifle from a place in front of his body 
to a center directly ov r the spine, 

the hips, and the closely bunched 
fe et. After leani ng ov r backward, 
the gunner then rotates his shoulders 
a few degrees counter-clockwise. 
This peculiar shooting position shifts 
the rifle load from the muscles of the 
arms and back to the bones and the 
ligaments of the pin . When the 
twist is made coun t rclockwise the 
ligam ents of the back are brought to 
a rigidity which further helps to keep 
the shooter steady . 

The offhand position, when it is 
first examined, looks simply awful. 
It appears decidedly awkward, and it 
is. It takes a long tim and assidious 
practice to m aster . A fi rst the odd 
posture brings a lot of muscle , bones 
and tendons into a pronounced strain, 
and only a long train ing grind accus 
toms them to the stance. 

Such ex traordinary marksmen as 
Gary Anderson and Lones Wigger , 
cant the rifle whil e aiming. It is be
lieved that some harm is done to the 
shooter's equilibrium if the h ead is 
inclined sidewise wh n aiming. To 
b eat this, the fr ee r ifleman simply 
twists the entire piece to the left and 

thus contacts the comb of the stock 
while the head r emains r ect. This is 
pretty radical, and certainly would 
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require a lot of practice to be sure 
the cant was precisely the same each 
time! 

Another extraordinary theory of 
our international champion, Ander
son, is that the contact be tween the 
rifle and the man must be a loose 
one. Instead of crowding the stock 
into the shoulde r and gripping it 
firmly, quite the opposite is done. The 
rifle is supported by the palm rest and 
the hooked buttplate. The trigger 
hand is of lesser consideration. "By 
reducing the active contacts the body 
has with the rifle," confides Anderson, 
"to those a bsolutely necessary, it is 
possible to consequently minimize the 
role these contacts may have in a ffect
ing reactions of the rifle." 

Las t yea r at the World Matches in 
Wiesbaden , Anderson fired 375 off
hand. This m eans of the 40 shots 
banged off he lost on the a verage only 
.6 point per shot. In othe r words, he 
was hitting slightly better than a 
seven inch ring at 328 yards every 
shot. Any laddy - o who can shoot 
like that has simply got to be listened 
to! 

In the beginning, the free rifle game 
was played largely with centerfire 
shooting irons. More recently the .22 
caliber has be n added. The .22 free 
rifle is a dead ringer for the bigbore 
with identical weight, th e sam e sights, 
palm r est, hooked buttpla te, trigger 
pull, stock, and the other d e tails . The 
course of fir e is 50 mete rs on a tar
get that has been scaled down. The 
customary prone, kneeling, and off
h and position are follow ed. 

Schultz & Larsen , the Danish arms 
firm, make an excellent international 
rifle. It was a free gun in th <:: fu llest 
·ense. It was ordinarily chambered 
for the 6.5 mm cartridge but on the 
insis tence of our gunners it was a lso 
chambered for our 7.62 mm (.308) 
loading. Hammerli , the splendid Swiss 
m anufacturers, likewise make a top
drawer fr ee rifl e. Efforts were made 
to build a suitable free rifle around 
some of ou r bette r barreled c.c tions. 
This worked out pretty w ell, but 
there w ere objections to the slow
n ess of our lock t ime and w e had no 
r eally suitable t riggers . Usually, a 
set tr igger wi th a weight of 2 to 8 oz. 
is needed . Our make rs had never had 
any dem and for such triggers, and as 
a consequence we had no reason to 
make them. 

The Advanced Marksmanship Unit 
went to Remington and asked that a 
rifle be built around the 40X action. 
The rifle was to be quite on a par 
with anything the Europeans had , and 
if possible a li ttle better. The R em
ington outfit had a special shop at the 
Ilion plant which did nothing but 
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make target rifles. The job was 

dropped in the lap of Mike Walker, 

a national benehrest champion, who 

heads up the Special Rifle Shop. The 

rifle which resulted is now made in 
both center fire and a .22 Long Rifle 
calibers. This rifle is a single shot, 
built on the 40X receiver with 27 % 
inch heavy barrel. The laminated 
thumbhole stock is finished pretty 
much in the rough, so that the shooter 
may whittle it down to suit his own 
ideas of how it should feel. There is 
the usual hooked buttplate and ad 
justable palm r est. The sling swivel 
is adjustable, also removable. The 
trigger is adjustable down to 2 oz. 
Weight of the rifle is about 15 pounds. 
It may be had with either the cus
tomary right hand stock or a left
hander, if d esired. Besides being 
chambered for the .22 Long Rifle the 
R emington is also available in the fol
lowing centerfire loa dings: .222, .223, 
.222 Rem. Magnum, 6 mm Rem. 6 mm 
Int. 6x47 mm, 6.5x55 mm, 7 mm Rem. 

Magnum, 7.62 mm (.308), .30-06, and 
the .30-338. 

In the .22 Long Rifle fie ld, the 
Anschutz-Savage Model 1413 Match 
54 rifle is the most popular choice. 
This rifle is used by a number of our 
h eadliners and also by the European 
contingent. It is made by the German 
firm of Anschutz, and is imported and 
sold , exclusively , by the Savage Arms 
Corporation . The 1413 Match 54 
w eighs 15112 pounds with 27 % inch 
heavy barrel, single shot, turning bolt, 
the inte rnational type stock with 
thumbhole, hooked adjustable butt
plate and palm r est, a nd an absolutely 
superb trigge r, adjustable down to 2 
oz. Ignition time is lightning fas t and 
accuracy is extraordinarily good . This 
is the most popular .22 free rifle in 
the world today. 

Other splendid international mod
els include the Walther KKM-lnt. 
with 28 inch heavy barrel, a weight 
of 15% lb. , turning bolt, international 
stock, hooked buttpla te and palm r est, 
trigge r pull adjustable to 1/4 lb. , finest 
micrometered r ear sight and hooded 
aperture front, and an accuracy po
tential second to none. 

The BSA Martini-International 
Ma rk III rifle, imported from England 
by Freeland Scope Stands, is another 
of our very fin est. This excellent rifle 
has a 29 inch barrel and a weight of 
14 112 lb. with a trigger adjustable to 6 
oz. The receiver is tapped for a dove
tail base so that the Freeland tube 
sight can be mounted . F reeland also 
provides the adjustable hooked butt
plate and palm rest. This rifle is su
perbly accurate and represents one of 
our outstanding offers ~ 

for the free rifleman. ~ 
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WHAT IS A CUSTOM RIFLE? 

(Continued from. page 43) 

If one suits you , you're in business. 
If not, most custom gunmakers w ill 
have catalogs from their wood sup
pliers, and you can have him order the 
type and grade of your choice from 
these. One tip: A good custom ri fl e 
maker is a better judge of wood quali
ty than you. Don't bring in a "bar
gain" blank and expect him to jump 
with joy. Making a "silk purse out of 
a saw's ear" would be easier than 
m aking a beautiful stock out of a 
piece of lumber-no matter hov.r good 
it looks to you-that is full of sap 
wood, fla ws, and impractical gra in 
patterns. R emember that he will guar 
antee satisfaction, but only if he has 
good basic m ateri a ls to begin with. 

Stock Dimensions. This brings us 
back again to our statement about 
beginners and custom rifles. If yo u are 
this far along with the selection of 
your custom rifle, I hope that yo u w ill 
- or at least take the advice of yo ur 
stockmaker-know the proper stock 
dimensions for your physical stature 
and shooting stance. 

Stock finish. Here you ha ve a vvide 
choice of products to select from ; 
everyth ing from fast, spray- on types 
to real, hand-rubbed oil. Several fac 
tors should be considered in the selec
tion of a stock finish. Many stockmak
ers agree that an oil finish is the bes t, 
but it takes a lot of work, and there 
fore is more expensive. A noted stock
maker once sa id that the majority of 
the good custom stockma kers turn out 
their best wor k with oil, the rest turn 
out equally good work with other 
fi nishes. Ask your gunmaker what 
finish he prefers-you shouldn 't be 
surprised if he says "oil," for a good 
many u se some form of linseed oil
and take it from there . 

It is appropriate here to talk about 
q uality of workmanship as far as the 
stock work is concerned. A truly great 
stock needs four things; good wood , a 
good finish , a pleasing style, a nd the 
talented hands of a craftsman. With 
only the first three ingredients, it may 
look good from afar, but not from 
near by . The only way to recognize 
real craftsmanship is to move in close. 
Seek out gaps between wood and 
metal ; run your hand along the stock, 
feeling for signs of roller coaster rip
p les; put a m agnifying glass on the 
checkering and try to find flat d ia
monds, run-overs, or tough against
the -grain cuts. Any of these are signs 
of a wood butcher, not a gun crafts 
man. 

Metal finish. H ere, too, you have a 

wide choice, from those th at look like 
a bad black paint job to those w ith the 
blue-black sheen of a diamond. Ask 
your gunsmith for samples of the blu
ing finish he uses and examine it care
fully. Look beyond th e color to the 
fi nish of the metal itself. If you spot 
corners rounded by excessive buffing, 
file marks, or patchy spots, think twice 
before giving him the job. Generally, 
yo ur gunmaker w ill use one of the 
several commercial bluing solutions. 
Blu-Blak , H eat Bath , Du-Li te, etc. If 
so, and if he is a careful work er, the 
results should be excellent. If he 
fa rms out his bluing, he should be able 
to assure you of a top quality job 
under his guarantee of satisfaction. 

Sights. By this time you have 
selected your sights, and chances are 
that you 'll have chosen a scope. If so, 
ge t the best you can afford , one that is 
suited for the type of shooting you 'll 
do; and get mounts which are com 
patible with the scope and the r ifle 
des ign. This is not the time to let up 
on your demand for quality workman
ship. Don't accept a scope mounted 
on bases that are shimmed, or a mount 
with buggered screw slots. 

Accessories. In this category, we 
can include an adjustable trigger, if 
your ac tion does not already have 
one. A beautiful gun with a rough 
oi· s trong trigger seem s to lose some 
of its glamour, and a good trigger pull 
is essential to accurate shooting. A 
sling and swivels are fine if you wan t 
them, and if so, get the best; the cost 
is less than that of a couple of boxes 
of ammo. A butt plate is essenti al, 
and this is no p lace for plastic or hard 
r ubber. Invest in a good steel plate 
or a top quality recoil pad. 

As long as I'm spending your money 
like a drunken sailor, let me interj ect 
a personal note. There is nothing 
which pu ts the fin al touch to a custom 
rifle as a few spots of en graving. Not 
the exorbitant coverage seen on many 
guns, but subtle little hints of ele 
gance; perhaps an engraved trigger 
guard or floor plate, a few scrolls on 
the top of the barrel, or an engraved 
gold or silver shi eld on the bottom of 
the buttstock. This is the icing on the 
cake, and about the best ego builder 
I know. 

Quality Workmanship. This require
ment should be uppermost in your 
mind befor e you begin to think about 
getting a custom r ifle built. It takes 
a lot of looking at a lot of guns before 
you can recognize real quali ty work
manship, but once you acq uire this 
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talent, you'll turn up your nose at 
anything less than the best. Let's be 
fair about this. Don' t expect top 
quality at less than top prices, but at 
the same time, don' t accept less 
quality than the price deserves. Be 
critical, fo r there is nothing so shat
tering as to have one of your shootin g 
cronies find a flaw in your pride and 
joy. 

Her e are a few tips on getting the 
best rifle you can w ith the least 
amount of problems. First, take the 
gunmaker's estimated date of de
live ry, and add a month or two. If 
there is one thing you don' t want to 
do, it's huny him in the fina l da ys of 
your rifle's manufacture. Don't change 
yo ur mind in the midd le of the job. 
Although the gunmaker works on one 
part a t a time, he is following a com
prehensive plan, and a change of com
ponent during a critical phase could 
r e<;ult in a sorry mess. Discuss every
thing covered here-and whatever 
e lse is important to you-with the 
gunmaker before you agree to his 
doing the job, and be sm ·e each of you 
understands the other. This will save 
you both time and money. 

Some r eader s will check several 
custom rifl maker 's ca ta logs, add up 
the cost of a rifle they wo uld like to 
own-gulp a few times-and say ; 
"Thi s gu y is out of his cotton - pickin' 
mind! I'd have to blow about $800 to 
get the kind of custom rifle I'd like." 
Yet these same readers will think 
nothing of buying a $3,000 a utomobile 
and piling on another $1,000 worth of 
gadgets. 

Sure, yo u've read where a custom 
rifle has practically no r esale value, 
a nd this is entirely true-in some 
cases. Wh ere the caliber is an 
orphaned bastard , w her e th e stock 

dimensions are far from the norm, or 
w here th e design is far out, then the 
gun may be a drug on the market. 
But a custom rifle, without these ab
normalities, b uilt to the r equirements 
discussed her e, could become a better 
value than AT&T stock. I r ecently saw 
a Griffin & Howe custom sporter , in 
practically unfired condition, sold for 
about three times its original cost. 

I would gu ess tha t there are less 
than 50 gunmak ers in the U.S. today 
who could, if they put th eir mind to 
it, build a rifle to the admittedly rigid 
r equirements spelled out in this 
article. But the majority of the rifle 
craftsmen of today are no longer 
spring chickens, and the young group 
of custom sm iths str iv ing for their 
titles are, for the most part, yet un
proved. It may be that they will, in 
deed , replace the old tried and true 
craftsmen, or it may also be that the 
craftsman of old that are still in busi
ness today may be the last of a 
breed. I hope n ot, but I'm fearful , 
because I've seen too many of the new 
breed snicker at a classic stock d esign 
as they worked on some garish mon
strosity; I've seen more than a few 
of them-calling themselves custom 
gunsmiths-complete a custom rifle 
w ithout ever picking up a polishing 
stone. But then , too, I've seen a few 
of the old craftsmen sell their soul to 
the "new look" and the "customer be 
damned" school of doing business, and 
I think that perhaps among the h un
dred or so young men who are serving 
their t ime in hell, learning the tricks 
of the trade, there a r e another 50 or 
more who our sons will choose to have 
them build their custom rifles-not 
because the pr ice was r ight, but be
cause the quality was r ight 
for the price. 

THE .218 BEE 

(Co ntinued from page 33) 

mental program and this was r eally 
no major problem. As discovered 
later, the real problem was lack of 
communication. 

Winchester a nd Weste rn set abou t 
stiffening the ca rtridge case by adding 
thicker walls and head. In the Rem 
ington - P eters camp, the problem was 
resolved by altering the load to r e
duce breech pressure. How about 
that, sports fans? Now the cases 
would give no more extraction 
troub les. 

Suddenly the handloaders found 
that their pe t .218 Bee loads were 
spilling out primers when they 
opened the action . Many of the pre 
viously popular .218 listings were 
showing unmistakable signs of h igh 
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pressure ! Why did this happen? 
It soon becam e apparent that fac

tory cases could vary in capacity by 
an amoun t tha t flu ctua ted between 
six and eigh t per cent! This variation 
from bran d to brand could change the 
loading d ensity of maximum charges 
and rocket up the chamber p res 
sures. A high percentage of died - in 
the- wool varmint shooters are h and
loaders and you can be sure that the 
unprecedented occurences vve have 
described certain ly shook them up to 
a considerable degree. When you lose 
confidence, you lose en thusiasm . The 
.218 Bee, a truly good li ttle cartridge, 
was badly br uised in th is letdown. 

Please remember tha t th is fiasco 
occurred around 1949-1950 and that 
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curren tly manufactured .218 B ee 
brass is of good, uniform construction 
con trolled by the standar ds of the 
"Sporting Arms and Ammunition 
Manufacturers Institute." This excel
lent organization precludes the lack 
of communication that "bumbled" the 
Bee. Our manufacturers have wisely 
standardized their practices within 
the structure of SAAM! and our 
present products are all of the very 
best quality. As we can now r ealize, 
the .218 Bee is certainly a safe and 
stable item an d a good cartridge to 
boot! Now le t's take a look at its an
cestors. 

The .218 Bee was not born in 1936-
i t was reincarnated! Yes, an almost 
identical cartridge was created in the 
early 20's. In "F ield and Stream " of 
F ebrnary, 1923, Hervey L ovell (who 
la ter crea ted the .22- 3000 Lovell cart
ridge ) wrote an article on .22 H igh 
V elocity Cartridges. He mentioned 
the work of Emil Koshollek , a well
known gunsmith of the time, who had 
necked down the .32- 20 cartridge to 
.22 cali bel'. His cartridge is a spittin 
image of the Bee! K oshollek used 49 
grain hand made spitzer bulle ts. 
Using Sharpshooter powder, they had 
fine results. An experimental D upont 
I.M.R. powder number 50 was t r ied 
and gave velocities estimated at 2800 
fps. Accuracy average was given as 
41/2 inches at 260 yards with Pope 
m achine r est in husky single shot ac
tions. 

Later , the Neidner Arms Corp . 
produced a number of rifles for a 
similar cartridge called the Neidner 
"Baby .22 H i-Power. " Yes, the Bee 
had ancestors and they were good 
ones. The Bee was a fine wildcat be
fore it was introduced as a factory 
load. Speaking of wildca ts, let's see 
what else happened. 

The .218 Bee was born in an era of 
wildcatters. A number of gunsmiths 
had a go at souping up the B ee case 
fo r strong single shot rifles. It would 
n ever do to cut these chambers into 
Winchester M - 65 lever guns or the 

ligh t M - 53 boltgun. Ou t of the many, 
the improved B ee by Art Mashburn 
got the most publicity. I must admit 
that the Mashburn Bee struck m e as 
being a bit too r adical as r egards 
sha pe. The shoulder an gle was sharp 
and the neck short and there was, 
sometimes, an excessive case loss in 
fire forming. 

I will further state that although l 
did not w ildcat th Bee case, I did 
make up some drawings. I felt that 
the case walls should not be straight
ened, to fac ilitate extraction. Further, 
the neck length was to remain un
altered. My only ch ange was to 
sharpen the shoulder angle to 30 de
grees. This should increase the ca
pacity just enough to ease the 46 
grain bullet into the three grand 
speed level. Tha t's plen ty! So I played 
it smai·t and never made it up. (This 
is one of the smartest things I ever 
didn' t do.) 

I do not m ean to belittle the Bee 
w hen I say that its range limitations 
shou ld be considered abou t equal to 
the Hornet. Using identical bullets, a 
velocity difference of 170 feet p er sec
ond does not add any appreciable 
range to the rifle. It's faste r , but not 
that much faster . The same holds true 
r egarding wind deflection. Ther efore, 
for all practiccil purposes, the ra nge, 
effectiveness, sighting and trajectory 
facto rs are remarkably similar for the 
.22 Hornet and our .218 Bee. 

The .218 is probably easier to r e
load than the Hornet w ith good bullet 
r e tention due to slightly h eavier brass 
at the neck. It w orks very well using 
50 grain bullets and I would advise 
you to check your tables for a good 
load with this bullet weight. 

The B ee, like the Hornet, is as good 
a cartl'idge as it ever wa . It is accu
rate, economical, h as n egligable noise 
and r ecoil and it is certainly a very 
fi ne small gam e rifle for settled areas. 
A real " fun gun ," th e .218 Bee is a 
joy to shoot and a r eal "stinger" ~ 
up to 200 yards. Ever try one? ~ 

BAT MASTERSON 
(Con tinu ed from page 31) 

publicly staged, w ith the casual flam
boyance that was to characterize 
Mast rson's la ter actions. 

Ed Masterson went home with his 
half of that money; he was h omesick. 
Billy bought drinks for most of Dodge 
City, ended up broke again, and de
cided to be a buffalo hu,nter. This was 
a booming business around Dodge, 
and young Masterson had little d if
ficulty in joining a crew. His marks 
manship quickly won h im acceptance 
in one of the wildest and certainly the 

d irtiest fratern ity the W st ever knew 
--for no man could be a hide - hun ter 
and be other than filthy , at least most 
of the time, and that was one of the 
things Masterson hated a bout it. It 
was a stinking job, literally as well as 
figuratively. But it was the best way 
available to m ake relatively sizeable 
sums of money, and Ma terson's br ief 
contact with his half of that first 300 
had taught him that money was essen
tial to the kind of life h e wanted: fin e 
clothes, good whiskey, expensi ve 
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women, and the prestige that com es 
from free spending. 

His next gun was a Colt Single 
Action, white-handled and nickeled, 
bought with his first hide money. T his 
is the type of gun with which he is 
most often pictured, worn low in front 
of his left hip, the butt turned to the 
right, level with and nearly touching 
his belt buckle, positioned for the 
short cross draw. It was a handsome 
gun, the perfect accessory for the 
well - dressed man- about-town; yet 
Masterson wore it only briefly. As his 
experience broadened and his need for 
dependable gunhandling became more 
acute, those fancy grips (prone to 

to 1000-long odds indeed against the 
28 men and one woman occupying the 
Adobe Walls. (T he woman was Mrs. 
Olds, wife of William Olds, who ran 
a restauran t in the camp.) The only 
factors favoring the whites were two: 
they would fight behind walls-and 
they were as well armed and as 
skilled with rifles as any group it 
would have been possible to gather 
together. 

No reporter of the happenings at 
Adobe Walls fails to mention that it 
was an accident that saved the in hab
itants. J ust before daybreak on the 
morning of J une 27, 1874, a ridgepole 
in one of the hastily reconstructed 

Though Masterson was not a big man 

he was respected everywhere he went. 

slippage in a man's hand) would be 
replaced by well-checkered, factory 
issue "gutta percha." T his will ap
pear later, with unimpeachable docu 
mentation. 

In the spring of 1874, buffalo were 
becoming comparatively scarce around 
Dodge City, and Masterson was one 
of a considerable party of experienced 
hunters who decided to ignore federal 
Indian treaties and stage a last big 
hunt in the Southwest-a land strict
ly forbidden to white hunters. Here, 
Masterson thought, was a chance to 
make a really big stake; one which , 
this time, he would not squander. It 
was a decision which was to land him 
in the middle of one of the West's 
most famous India n battles. 

Adobe Walls was the name given to 
the remains of an ancient Spanish 
settlement. Loca ted some 150 miles 
southwest of Dodge, these ruins, re
built with sod and lumber into build 
ings stocked w ith supplies furnished 
by Dodge Ci ty merchants, became the 
headq uarters for a hunt that imme
diately set the bees of war to buzzing 
in countless Indian wickiups. Such 
trad itional enemies as the Comanches, 
the Kiowas, and the Southern Chey 
ennes were uddenly united in the 

grim determination to punish this 
blatant breach of the Medicine Lodge 
Trea ty which had set the Arkansas 
River as the deadline white men 
would n ever cross. Encouraged by 
the announcement of a medicine man 
named Minimic that he could provide 
every wanior with a war paint which 
would make him, and even his pony, 
impervious to wh ite men's bullets, the 
tribes united under the command of 
half-white, half- Comanche, Quanah 

Parker. Estimates of the number of 
red warriors engaged range from 700 
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buildings cracked under the weight of 
the thick sod roof, making a r esound
ing noise that waked every sleeper. 
Minutes later, the Indians struck. In 
a stunning departure from common 
Indian tactics, they struck in mass
hundreds upon hundreds of scream
ing warriors, armed with guns and 
bows and lances, their painted ponies 
at a dead run, their guns blazing. 

But, thanks to that broken ridge 
pole, other guns were r eady: better 
guns, better aimed, fired from walls 
that stopped Indian bullets and split 
the masses of the attackers. It was 
touch and go for a time, with Indians 
battering at the walls, men desper 
ately reloading to keep pace with the 
targets offered. One thing was in
stantly apparent: Minimic's magic 
paint would not stop the white men's 
bulle ts, and the initial attack was 
broken finally , the In d i an s falling 
back to count their grievous losses. 
Among these was Quanah P arker 
himself, not dead but wounded. Of 
the defenders, two men had been 
killed when they were caught outside 
the walls by the initial attack ; but not 
a person inside the buildings had 
been hurt. 

There were other charges, but they 
were less determined, of shorter du
r a tion, as the Indians realized that 
massed assaults against those walls 
(and those rifles) were suicidal. The 
fight became a seige that lasted for 
five days. Billy Tyler, a special friend 
of Masterson's, was killed by a shot 
fired through a window by a wound
ed Indian who died before he could 
comple te his victory wai:whoop. Wil

liam Olds was killed by an accidental 
shot from his own rifle as he climbed 
down a ladder from the roof of one 
of the buildings. Olds' gun was a big 
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Sharps, and Master son used the r ifle 
for a time after Olds' death, wanting 
its longer r each in prefer ence to his 
own "repeater of lighter caliber"
possibly a Spencer or a H enry. 

R e turned to Dodge, the Adobe 
Walls survi vors w er e h eroes -of a sor t , 
even though they were to blame for 
th e ver y real threat of m ajor Indian 
wars tha t now enveloped the country. 
But it was not an adulation tha t freed 
them of obligation ; this was a time for 
ever y man to do h is duty, and if h e 
h ad p roved himself a fi ghting m an , 
his duty was a ll the gr eater. With his 
good fri end and Adobe Walls com
panion , Billy Dixon, Master son sign ed 
on (with no enthusiasm whatever ) as 
a scout a t $30 a month under former 
Major Gen eral (now Colonel) N elson 
Miles with th e Fifth Infantry to cam 
paign against the aroused tr ibes. It 

with whom Masterson had become 

friendly. 
Aided by major surger y not usu

ally su ccessful in that day, Master
son's hip h ealed slowly, leaving him 
with a limp which led to h is use of 
the famous cane. H e was not a big 
m an, nor a truculent on e either ; bu t 
h e was fearless, cat- quick with his 
h ands, an d (as one of his fr iends tells 
it ) "as cock - sure of himself as a ban
ty rooster." As a hero of the Adobe 
Walls, Indian scout and Indian fight
er, and as the one- shot killer of the 
n otorious Sergeant K ing, Masterson 
was now a man of considerable repu
tation. All this, plus h is dudish style 
of dress, m ade him a personage to be 
n ot iced in any company - and his 
compan y, too, was nota bl e. Ben 
Thompson was only one of many. 

In 1876, Masterson appeared again 

Wyatt Earp said of Bat Masterson 

"Even as a cripple, he's a first class officer." 

was hard , dangerous duty, and Mas
ter son liked no part of it-except pos
sibly th e fi gh t ing, of w hich th ere was 
a fair share. It ended fin ally with the 
surrender, in F ebr uary, 1875, of Stone 
Calf's band on the Texas-New Mex
ico border, and Masterson found him
self at F ort Elliott, Texas, still draw
ing h is scou t's pay but with few du
ties. This was not fa r from the fairly 
lurid town of Sweetwa ter, and Mas
terson resumed th ere h is study of 
cards and women, and his pursuit of 
fo r tune. All three were spiced with 
excitement. 

It was here tha t Masterson killed 
his fi rst white man , a Sergeant K ing 
of the Four th Cavalry, wh o a ttempt
ed to take over a gir l named Molly 
Brennan with whom Master son w as 
cu rrently smitten. King was a brawl
er a nd a m a n of considerable r eputa 
tion as a fighter-a man, in fact, who 
had once challenged no less formid
able an oppon ent than Wyatt Earp , 
and who was s till bitter with the hu
m ilia tion of the way Earp had han
dled him. Determined not to r isk 
similar humilia tion here, he a ttacked 
Masterson in the Lady Gay Saloon, 
drawing without warning and fir ing 
befor e any one gu essed his intention. 
His fi rst shot hit Molly; his second 
s m as h e d Masterson's hip. F alling, 
Masterson drew, fired one shot, and 
killed King ins tantly.. King's soldier 
fr iends closed in on the wounded 
Masterson, intent on killing him, but 
were dri ven off by n one other than 
the deadly Ben Thompson, then a faro 
dealer in the L ady Gay and a m an 

in D odge Ci ty, where Wyatt Ear p 
"chose" hi m as an assistant m arshal. 
A younger Masterson broth er , J ames, 
(described by Earp as "a good, gam e 
m an who could handle himself in a 
fracas" ) was already a deputy under 
Earp, so Earp knew the breed. Earp 
says, "Bat's gun h and was in work
ing order . . . (and) he patrolled 
Front Street \.Vith a walking-stick for 
several weeks and u ed his cane to 
cr ack th e h eads of several wild men 
hunting tro uble. Even as a cripple he 
was a fi rst class peace officer ." 

Earp, in common with other of the 
less-bloodthirsty p ace officers, made 
it a practi ce to subdue offenders by 
cracking th em over the head with the 
ba rrel of a Colt's Single Action . Mas
terson varied that procedure by using 
his cane, and there is l ittle doubt th at 
his efficiency in batting men over th e 
h ead with that weapon earned him 
his name, "Bat" Masterson. 

Arrests were frequent in Dodge 
City in those years, and each arrest 
put $2.50 into the "kitty" fro m which 
police offi cers were paid. Bat's share 
of this pay came to a bit over $200 on 
an aver age month- considerably bet
ter than the pay he had earned as an 
a rm y scout. This job gave him spare 
t ime for other activities, too, and Bat 
was proving hi mself as a gambler. 
Gambling was an honorable profes
sion in th at t ime and place, and Bat 
used his winnings to buy a part in
terest in the Lone S tar, a saloon, 
gambling emporium, and dance hall. 
As a solid and moderately success
ful ci tizen , h e ran for Sheriff of F ord 
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County (in which Dodge is located). 
Exper ienced as a deputy marshal un
der Earp, a nd as a deputy sheriff un
der Charlie Bassett, and popular in 
his own righ t, Bat won-by a land
slide majority reported to have been 
exactly three votes. 

Bat's older brother, Ed, returned to 
D odge at about this time, and h e too 
became a member of the town's rath
er formid able police force. But Ed 
seems to have lacked some of the self
assurance, some of the lightning re
actio ns, with which his brothers were 
endowed. Or perh aps it was only luck 
that was lack ing. H e was well-liked, 
well-respected , a crood officer; but he 
simply could not believe, in his heart, 
that th e rough men around him were 
potentially deadly. H e believed that a 
man warned of the law's presence 
wo uld surrender. 

H e carried that belief into the L ady 
Gay Dance Hall one night, noted that 
a pair of hard - drinking Texans had 
fa iled to observe the city mandate 
against guns w orn in public, and ad 
vised them to check their weapons 
w ith the bartender . Both said they 
wo uld do so; but when Ed Masterson 
left the dance hall, the Texans, A. M. 
Walker and J ack Wagner, followed 
him. Ed saw them, saw that both 
were still armed, demanded that they 
now surrender th eir guns to him. 
"You can cret them at the sheriff 's 
office in the morning, when yo u 're 
sober,'' he promised. Both men r e
fused . Th er e was a scuffle , a shot, and 
Ed Masterson r eeled backward , his 
coat on fire and a bullet in his abdo
men. 

Ba t Masterson, having r ece iv e d 
word that his brother was in trouble, 
was som e sixty fee t down the str eet 
when the shot was fired . Seeing Ed 
fa ll, Bat fired four shots. E very shot, 
in spite of distance, bad light, emo
tional stress, hard breathing from 
having run a considerable distance
h it its target. One bulle t hit Wagner 

in the middle of the body. The other 
three hit Walker, one puncturing his 
lung, one his shoulder, the third his 
arm. Both died. 

· So far as this researcher has discov
er ed, that completes the list of Ba t's 
prova ble "tallies." H e was a partici
pant in more than a few "shootouts,'' 
but (Holly wood notwithstanding ) 
men were far more often wounded 
than killed in such engagem ents-if, 
indeed , anyone were even wounded! 
Disillusioning though this may be, the 
fact is that only a few of the m en who 
wore guns in the Old West were 
skilled gunmen, and most of the gun
fights were between drunken, town
happy , gun - awkward cowboys who 
"couldn't hit the floor unless they h ad 
their feet on it! " And even the skilled 
gunmen missed , on occasion ; missed 
hitting le thally quite often. Ed Mc
Givern, life - long student of six - gun 
arts and sciences, offe red a reason for 
this, long later. As McGivern said, 
"Most of the shooting was in bars and 
the like; and after a couple of those 
old black- powder guns let loose, the 
smoke was so thick nobody could see 
a target." 

A number of m en suffered more or 
less seriously from Masterson bulle ts. 
There was, for example, the m an who 
fired through a window into a bed in 
which he thought his enem y was 
sleeping. He then fl ed on horseback, 
not knowing that he had killed a 
woman. Masterson, in hot pursuit, 
fired at him with a rifle and wounded 
him. Lea rning the identity of his vic 
tim, the killer was most repentan t. 
"Damn yo u, Masterson,'' he said, "you 
should've shot straighter!" "It was a 
poor shot,'' Masterson agr eed. "But it 
was fired with the best of intentions !" 

The furth er adventures of B at Mas
terson , and more about the guns he 
used will be found in the next stir 
ring episode. Watch for it next month. 
- Ed. 

SHOTSH Ell RElOADI NG : PART 111 

(Continned from page 29) 

soft-mouthed cases by shortening 
them. Trim off the frayed portion and 
a good, solid crimp can again be pro
duced. You 'll have to have a spare 
crimping di e shorten ed the same 
amount to handle the short cases. No 
specific value can be placed on this 
saving, bu t it does exist. 

Another money-saver often ignored 
is r eduction of shot charge. For exam
ple, in target loads for the average 
gunner, what can 11/s ounces of shot 
do that 1 ounce won't do? And, that 
extra l/s - oz. of shot adds up to almost 
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$1.20 in a hundred shells. That's h alf
again as much as can be saved by go
ing from the highest to lowest priced 
wads, and it's a lot less trouble to boot. 

Then , there's the matter of primer 
caps-seemingly a fairly dead issue 
these days, but quite popular a few 
years back. When a battery cup shot
shell primer is fired, the battery cup 
and anvil remain in gocid order. Only 
the cap containing the priming m ix 
ture is damaged- and it may be re
placed. This is, in effect, "reloading" 
the battery cup. Since primer caps cost 
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to date: 
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only $8.60 per M as opposed to $15.50 
for complete primers, a savings of 69 
per hundred shells can be obtained. 
Of course, it's extra work, but if econ
omy is your major goal , it's worth 
looking into. 

Up to this point, we've determined 
that in loading a hundred sh ells, the 
following additional savings can be 
obtained: Replace cup-wad with fibre, 
40¢; replace plastic over-powder with 
nitre - card, say, 25¢; use of primer caps, 
69¢; and reducing short charge 
another $1.20. Those add up to an ad
ditional savings of $2.54. D educting 
tha t from the Skeet loa d costs above, 
we come up with a cost of $4.15 per 
hundred or $1.04 per box of 25 rounds. 
Compare this to the $3.05 of factory 
loads and things begin to look pretty 
good. Boiled down, it amounts to 
shooting for 66 per cent less than if 
you were buying factory loads. 

Those are the tangible and signifi
cant cost reductions you can make
but there are others, some of which 
we've hinted at in the earlier portion 
of this series. Case life is one area for 
improvement. Life is best with both 
paper and plastic cases when plastic 
shot- cups are used ; very n early as 
good when shot wrappers are used. 

Anything that prevents naked shot 
from bearing directly on the case as 
the crimp is forced open will reduce 
eroding or tearing away of the case 
mouth. 

Cases that will no longer hold a firm 
crimp can often be restored for 3 or 4 
more loadings. Heated sh ell mouth re-

formers smooth and strengthen the 
crimp area when pr operly used. Then, 
as mentioned before, when the original 
crimp area is completely shot, cases 
can be trimmed back for still a few 
more loads. A ny thing that increases 
case life decrea s your cost. 

Careful powd r and load selection
to utilize minim um quantity of the 
least costly powder w ill produce some 
savings also. Of course, heavy loads, 
produce shortest case life. 

Then , of cours , th ere is the matter 
of shopping for the best available 
components pric s. Often it is possible 
to get together with a few shooting 
compatriots and bu y in quantity at 
significant savings. Th is is particularly 
true of shot. Whi le we've quoted shot 
cost at the curren retail price of $9.95 
per 25-lb . bag, it is often possible to 
beat that by a couple of dollars. 

And, as you go along, you'll discover 
other little penny - pinching ideas 
cropping up. Some will be good, others 
may reduce the ffectiveness of your 
ammo. I know on ellow who makes 
his own fi ll er wads, cu tting them from 
scrap Celotex board he gets for noth 
ing. They work pretty good, but 
another's idea o u ing compacted 
newspaper betwe n nitre cards for 
filler wads prod ced easy patterns. 
You'll have to try your ideas to d e
termine whether th ey work. 

So, there's lots of economy in shot
shell reloading. The more economy 
you demand, the m or e you'll have to 
work for it. Wheth r its worth ~ 
the effort is for you to d ecide. ~ 

TARNISHED TRIO 

(Coni-inued from page 25) 

locks the trigger when the magazine 
is out of the pistol. The steel u sed is 
hard and good. The pistol is made 
from forgings, not sand castings as 
were the export Spanish automatics 
of the 1920's. No, the Astra is a truly 
good pistol of uncomplicated design 
and is one of the only blowback, high 
power pistols to be safe and successful. 

The next of my fallen angels is a 
little F rench number called the Model 
1935A. This pistol was designed in the 
early 1930's by a Monsieur P etter and 
was manufactured after government 
acceptance in 1935 by S .A.C.M. (The 
Alsation Society for Manufacture of 
Mechanical D evices ) . P etter's design 
owes a lot to our own John M . Brown
ing and also to F . V. Tokarev of the 
U.S.S.R. P etter took some of the best 
fro m each and came up with a real 
beauty. This pistol is sometimes called 
the Swiss "SIG," comes in calibers 
9 mm, 7.65 mm Luger, or .22 long 

r ifle, and has b oth shooters and col
lectors drooling and reaching for their 
check books to w r ite checks of three 
figures. Yet if the same gun is called 
a French Model 1935A, you will never 
be trampled in th e rush of buyers. 
Why this seeming paradox? I think 
it again stems from under pricing and 
distr ust of the tech nological progress 
of the country of manufacture. 

L a beile France for years used the 
worst type of Spanish-made automatic 
as a military side arm. This came 
about as a m a tter of expedience dur
ing WW I wh en all of the combatants 
were scraping the bottom of the barrel 
for sidearms. France's barrel bottom 
was her n ext door n eighbor, Spain, 
who was not at war and who could 
make pistols. The Spanish m ethod of 
manufacture is somewhat unique in 
that the parts are all subcontracted 
out to villagers who live around the 
assembly plant. The fam ily subcon-
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tractors sit around hand filing and 
grinding one type of part per family. 
The semi-finished parts were returned 
to the assembly plant and there were 
made up into a low cost pistol. These 
"Ruby" type pistols were sold to the 
French Ministry of Supply in large 
numbers. They not only helped to pull 
down the Spanish armorer's reputa
tion, but they even led to a feeling 
that non-existent French pistols were 
no good. The Petter pistol was made 
of first class material and was any
thing but a jerry-built "Ruby," but it 
takes a long time to build back a 
shattered reputation. 

The next mark against the Model 
1935A is the Model 1935S which is a 
pistol that takes some features of the 
Petter's M-1935A and crosses them 
with the Spanish "Ruby." This is like 
mating an Arabian stallion with an 
aging brood mare. 

One would think that this would 
have been bad enough, but fate had 
at least two more strikes to loose 
against the M-1935A. The external 
finish of the 1935A is black paint. This 
type of finish has been seen more fre
quently in recent years. The Webley 
& Scott .38 caliber revolvers of WW II 
had this type of finish and the W &S 
people felt so badly about it that their 
revolvers with this finish were also 
marked with the cryptic apology "war 
finish." Whatever the merit of this 
type of finish as a preserver, it looks 
like hell. 

The last body blow to the French 
Petter was the cartridge picked to be 
its life partner. The M-1935A uses 
the 7.65 mm long. This round has 
been called in the U.S. the .32 Auto
matic Magnum with Madison Avenue 
tongue-in-cheek. The actual anteced
ent of this caliber is the WW I Peder
sen-device cartridge. This was found 
to be not powerful enough for a high 
fatality rate and was under constant 
year to year revision and upgrading in 

power until it was finally abandoned 
as impractical in the early 1930's. 

Even had this become an effective 
cartridge in French hands the M-
1935A would not necessarily have 
been accepted here. We generally 
think there is no better way of killing 

our fellow man than v.rith a .45 caliber 
bullet. Add to this prejudice the fact 
that there is no domestically loaded 
cartridge which will work in the 
1935A, and the gun is doubly cursed. 

With all this against the pistol it is 
little wonder that the price at which 
they are being sold here today could 
only pay a small fraction of their 
manufacturing cost. But to the plus 

side of the ledger; let me try to re
build this dainty pistol's reputation. 

First, there finally is original am-
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munition available at a reasonable 
price. The automatic is an accurate 
shooter. There is on this light pistol 
not only a magazine safety, ·hut also 
a loaded chamber indicator. This de
vice can be seen in daylight, and what 
is more important, felt at night. The 
manual safety is of the best type. It is 
mounted at the rear of the slide and 
when it is applied, a large cylindrical 
steel face is placed between the ham
mer and the end of the firing pin. 
This safety has another feature not 
often found. When the safety is "on," 
the finger operated lever shows beside 
and above the rear sight giving the 
shooter, while sighting, an immediate 
indication of whether the safety is 
"on" or "off." The magazine release 
is operated by the firer's shooting 

hand as on the U.S. Model 1911 Colt 
.45. The slide stays open after the last 
round is fired-this feature too is 
found only in high class pistols. The 
recoil spring is trapped permanently 
on its guide rod. This eliminates the 
possibility of the spring flying when 
the pistol is field stripped. The Brown
ing-type locking link is further de
veloped in the 1935A by having two 
links instead of the usual Browning 
one. The additional link adds to the 
barrel's stability during recoil. 

I've saved what I think is the best 
feature for the last. The 1935A bor
rows from the Tokarev the advanced 
feature of having the entire hammer 
firing mechanism immediately remov
able as a subassembly during field 
stripping. This makes it possible to 
keep the hammer, the sear, and asso
ciated parts clean. The painted finish 
is external only. Before the paint was 
applied the entire pistol was given a 
grey coat like our "Parkerized" pistols 
of WW II. This really means that 
unlike normal guns, which have only 
one external finish, the 1935A has an 
extra finish to go through before parts 
are rubbed and rust can form. The 
French pistol has a very well designed 
grip and the plane of sighting is low 
in the shooter's hand. Both features 
make for good instinct shooting. 

The last of my trio of ill repute, is 
my all time favorite courtesan and 
there is no way I can avoid showing 
my heart on a slightly threadbare 
sleeve. I'm talking about what was 
at one time erroneously called the 
"mass production Luger" or still more 
cuttingly the "sheet metal gun." Yes, 
I'm talking about the Walther P-38, 
the German Army's pistol in World 
War II. I'm loathe to tramp on my 

fellow collector's toes, hut to mention 

the rather antiquated Luger in the 

same breath as the ultramodern P-38 

is almost blasphemy. The Nazi powers 

(Continued on page 77) 
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KA-BAH Marine Survival Knife has 
just been introduced in a new, mod
ern version for civilians. It's slightly 
shorter with a six inch blade and a 
narrower blood groove. A black plas
tic-impregnated Ka-Wood handle has 
replaced the former leather washer 
type. The blade of the knife has been 

Parkerized to give extra r esistance to 
the elem ents. It comes with a top 
grain cowhide sheath, which has a 
four inch belt loop. The GI-94 Marine 
Survival Knife is priced a t $12.00. 
Write K a-Bar Cutlery, Inc., Dept. G-
4, 867 North 8th Street, Olean, New 
York. 

HERTER'S International chilled shot 
is made fro m pure, virgin lead hard 
ened with an timony to give the high
est percentages and least banel wear. 
It's guaranteed: Ther e's no shot 
rounder , no shot more uniform, no 
shot any better in any respect. It's 
available now in Nos. 9 through buck
shot at just $5.10 per 25 lb. bag in 100 
lb. lots FOB the company. There's an 
extra discount for large quantities. 
Send only 50¢ for the 600 page Herter 
catalog to H erter's, Inc., Dept. G-4, 
Waseca, Minnesota. 

HUNTER RINGS from Conetrol ar e 
just as sleek as their Custom rings, 
yet cost little more than half as much. 
They're projectionless, streamlined, 
and now economical. The only differ
ence is that Hunter rings don't have 
stud screws to keep them anchored 
when the scope is off the Conetrol 
base. They'll appeal most to the 
price-minded hunter who rarely takes 
th~ · scope off his rifle. For information 
on Conetrol Hunter Rings, Custom 
rings, and their projectionless bases, 
write Conetrol Scope Mounts, Dept. 
G-4, Hwy. 123 South, Seguin, Texas. 
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REDDING-HUNTER'S all new Model 
25 turret reloading press gives you 
n ew ease and speed in producing 
really high quality m etallic r eloads. 
Available with either four or six sta
tion turret, the press accepts every 
standard 7 / 8 by 14 thread die. The 

positive action stop produces perfect 
alignment, so t>-iat there's no need to 
move the brass from station to station. 
The toggle-type lever age system gives 
extra power for major case reforming 
and is available in your choice of up 
or down stroke. With a price tag of 
just $34.95, you may not get there fast 
enou gh to find one a t your Redding
Hunter dealer . 

ROLLING BLOCK pistols from Navy 
Arms are accurate copies of the fa
mous Number Three Remington Roll
ing Block pistol. It has a precision ri
fl ed ordnance steel barrel in the tradi
tional half round, half octagon pat
tern, and is finished in a custom high 
luster blue. The action has a rich 
color case hardening, and the walnut 
stocks have an oil finish. In popular 
.357 Magnum, the Navy Rolling Block 
is priced at only $89.50 complete with 
handsome case and cleaning accesso
ries. For further information write 
Navy Arms, Dept. G-4, 689 Bergen 
Blvd., Ridgefield, N ew J ersey. 

FAMOUS LAMES shotguns, now 
available from L .A. Distributors, fea
ture light weight, fin e balance, and 
fast pointing qualities. Available in a 
wide variety of chokes and gauges, 
these over-under shotguns are avail
able in either a field model or fra p 
and sk eet models. They feature the 

r 

Browning- system single selective 
trigger and a box lock action of a new 
design . For full information on Lames 
shotguns, and their entire line, write 
L.A. Distribu tors, Dept. G- 4, 1983 
West Tenth Street, Brooklyn, New 
York. 

WALL DISPLAY CASES, complete 
with six "Black Magic" fi nished hooks 
will give your treasured handguns the 
place they deserve. The dark - stained 
shadow box sunounding the walnu t 
grain pegboa rd is hand burnished 
with steel wool and waxed to a r ich 
glow. Up to three guns can be shown 
on this 14" by 18" display. Just $10.00 
from Hinch Gallery, Inc., Dept. G- 4, 
Box 19834, Dallas, Texas. 

BEAR ARCHERY is featuring their 
new Golden Trian gle series of bows 
for every archery activity in a new 
four color catalog. An exclusive full
size, natural color section of the cata
log makes it almost as good as having 
the bow in your hands. Look for the 
Bear Golden Triangle catalog at your 
archery tackle dealer or write Bear 
Archery, Dept. G-4, Route One, 
Grayling, Michigan. 
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GUN RACK 

(Continued from. page 11) 

ing was aimed at establishing which 
scope among a dozen tested, would 
clearly define the targets longest. This 
is a gruelling sort of comparison but is 
highly definitive. It is also of crucial 
importance to the hunter who very 
often must make shots during the first 
weak light of the morning ; and during 
the waning light of the dusk of the 
day. 

The new Mossberg Model 84, a 4X 
glass with 32 mm objective lens, was 
superior to four other Japanese-made 
hunting scopes and was on a par with 
three of the better domestic-made 
hunting glasses of similar power. 

The Mossberg Model 84 is mounted 
in a high-lustre 1" tubing, with per
manently centered, fine crosshair reti
cle. The scope is nitrogen filled and 
should be fog proof so long as it re
tains its nitrogen filler. The lenses are 

coated; field of view at 100 yards is 29 
feet; luminosity is given at 64 ; eye re
lief is about 3.5 inches ; adjustments 
for windage and elevation are internal 
and are audible to the ear and are 
stated at l/z minute at 100 yards. The 
glass is 12 inches in length and weighs 
nine ounces. Parallax is corrected for 
100 yards which is the common thing 
to do. 

Mossberg provides a set of scope 
mounts. Mount bases are intended for 
the Model 800 Mossberg high power 
rifle. The mount is of the two piece 
kind and is quick removable. A series 
of tests which included the removal 
of the scope in its mount and its re
placement and subsequent firing, indi
cated a change of zero of approxi
mately one MOA each time this dodge 
was done. This is accounted for by 
the fact that one time the user gets his 
locking screws tighter (or looser) 
than the time before. The moral of 
this story is to leave the scope in 
place. The quick-detachable feature is 
a gimmick for the sales people. It has 
little practical worth in the game 
fields.-Col. Charles Askins. 

Williams BAR Sights 

William Gun Sight offers two re
ceiver sights for the new "BAR" 
Browning automatic rifle. The first of 
these is an open sight, the WGOS, and 
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attaches to the two front screw holes 
in the receiver. These holes are for a 
scope mount but Williams has milled 
a special base to the radius of the 
Browning receiver and attached their 
best known and most popular open 
rear sight. There are four different 
types of notches available. I like the 
one dubbed the "B for Britisher" an 
extremely shallow notch- and an ex
ceedingly fast one-exactly as you 
find on the famous double express ri
fles of East Africa. 

The second Williams sight fastens to 
the two rear screw holes in the re
ceiver. Like the forward ones these 
holes were put there for a scope 
mount. The Williams offering here is a 
dandy peep sight. Adjustable for both 
windage and elevation and with a re
movable target disc this baby is 
known as the WGRS model. This 
sight is real fast and with the target 
aperture taken out it is okay until the 
light has completely pooped out. 

There is also a Williams scope 

mount, the QC, which fits into those 4 
screw holes. It is one of the quick-de
tachable kind of jobs and can be had 
with scope rings of %", 7/s", 1" or 26 
mm. Too, you can have the Ace-in
the-hole peepsight if you want ; or the 
Williams micrometered windage ring 
if you like your adjustments in the 
mount.-Col. Charles Askins. 

Bonanza Powder Measure 

During the past several years I 
have been loading and using over 
10,000 rounds of ammunition a year. I 
have tried a dozen different makes of 
powder measures, always hoping to 
find one with which I could throw 
consistent charges. I wanted these 
charges to be within .02 grains for the 
coarser powders and to stay under .01 
grains variation for the fine powders. 

A number of my handloading 
friends tried these same measures and 
it was soon apparent that the operator 
and his technique was even more im
portant to consistent accuracy than 
the make of measure. One thing I did 
find out about the designs was that a 
deep and narrow measuring cavity 
was much better than a shallow, flat 
one, and further that the deeper the 
powder container, the more the 
thrown weight changed .as the powder 
was used up from the container. 

When the new Bonanza measure 
arrived, I took it apart and gave it a 
thorough inspection. With the excep
tion of it having no micrometer ad-

justment, I liked what I saw very 
much. I've used it a good deal now 
and for me and my operating tech
nique this is the most accurate and 
consistent measure I've ever used. It 
has a large diameter powder container 
which holds a considerable supply of 
powder, but it is fairly shallow and 
the weight of the powder is relatively 
constant from a full hopper to a 
nearly empty one. The well which 
holds the metered powder is deep and 
moderately small in diameter. It can 
be used on both fine grain powder for 
small cases and course powder for 
large cases with similar results. 

The metering device adjusts for ca
pacity by unscrewing the adjusting 
plunger locking knob and placing it in 
the proper hole at another location in 
the adjusting piston. It took a bit of 
practice before I was able to set the 
adjustment to a predetermined accu
rate amount, however this is a rela
tively minor matter and with practice 
it becomes easier to operate. 

My measure is mounted quite rig
idly on a steel pedestal. I use a firm 
stroke and instead of just one tap, I 
use four. This seems to settle the 
powder more evenly and I can throw 
charges to .02 grain consistently in big 
cases. For the fine powders, I can con
sistently throw loads of .01 grain or 
less variation. The measure handle 
works very smoothly and freely and 
has a good, solid feel at the end of 
each stroke. It is a simple operation to 
change the powder in the container 
and the measure does not have to be 
removed from the stand. This excel
lent new measure retails for $22.50 di
rect from Gopher Shooters Supply, 
Dept. G, Box 246, Faribault, Minn.
Les Bowman. 
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(Co11ti11ned froni page 73) 

realized soon after the rise of Hitler 
that the Luger pistol left much to be 
desired as a field weapon. T here was 
always the problem of failure to feed 
because of magazine troubles, but 
even worse, it was probably one of 
the most expensive and la bor consum
ing of pistols to manufactu re of all 
time. In order to function properly 
the Luger must be hand fitted to a 
gnat's eyebrow. The Ministry of Sup
ply saw that they needed a replace
ment which could be easily h and fitted 
and could be made vvith fewer man/ 
hours. The Walther P - 38, known then 
as the HP (Herres Pistole) or Army 
Pistol was looked on as a desirable 
Luger replacement. The Walther was 
an ideal answer to the Luger's ad
mitted crankin ess. 

I think today the Walther is starting 
to come in to its own. On every hand 
we see some of its features being cop
ied (S&W Model 39) . The most im
portant poin t to remember is that this 
is an automatic designed to use sheet
metal parts, not as is so often true, 
one modified for sheet-metal fabrica 
tion after machined parts became too 
costly or slow to manufacture. I have 
in my collection a beautiful Swedish 
Walther HP circa 1939 which has the 
same sheet-metal parts as the last 
crude SVW, Mauser- made P - 38 of 
1945. Only the external finish is r eally 
d ifferent. As a yardstick of how in
grained the feeling of the buy ing p ub
lic is against using sheet metal, I no
tice in the superb postwar varie ty, the 
trigger and the slide stop are now 
forgings, not sheet metal. 

The P - 38 is truly a great pistol, 
because it wa made in a highly tech 
nologically developed country. Hand 
fitting of parts is reduced to an abso 
lute nlinirnum. You can take any 
number of P - 38's a nd m ix up all the 
parts and assemble different pistols 
with very littl e difficulty and no fitting 
-what a testimonial to dimension 
control on each individual part. Be
yond all these advantages we have a 
double action hammer, a hammer drop 
safety which not only blocks the firing 
pin, but at the same tim lets the 
hammer fall safely. The Walther P-38 
can be fie ld s tripped in under 10 sec
onds without any tools. It is not a 
cheap pistol to make; it just has many 
more featur es than most modern a uto
matic pistols for the same price. By 
saving on stampings, such things as 
the hammer drop safety and the loaded 
chamber indicator can be supplied. 

Two of my three ladies have already 
started to gain a more savory repu
tation just on their own obvious m er-

its, but the French one is still ~ 
something of a tramp. ... 
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1!idop -~ • '1?11,~ 
Stock '~ g oo OIWl4 J "'/' 

PIUI P0$1UOS 

Forend S 1 5oo 
plu i poitue 

Available standard f 1r11~hed, 
not checlt.ered. Replacement st.xii:. 

fo r \Vinc.hcs1er M 12 and Remington M 11 only 
Tree! 52 Pase 501h Anniversary (Jtalog, u om your eater 

or n nd 2.5c for po11oge 10; 

E. C. BISHOP & SON, INC., Post Office Bo x 7 , Warsa w , Mo . 65355Dept . J -56 E 

GUNSMITH'S SCOPE AND SIGHT JIGS 
Floorplate re lease button s. Anti-slack tr igg e r and 
sea r boots . En gin e- tu rn ing tools. Beautifu l com 
p o u11ded inlays, p la s tic inlays, re lie f inl a ys, gr ip 
cop and tip blocks, exo tic woods, plastic sheets, 
inlay 1ools and stocknio ke r su pp li es. See your gun 
smith or d eal e r. If he can ' t s upply, writ e for bro
chure. COUGAR AND H U N TE R . 116 E. Main, 
Flu shing, Mich ig a n 48433. 

TAKE A SAFARI TO ALASKA 
N ow booking I 06 & ' 60 Tl unts for a ll Alnska Big 
Cnmc . M0<lc rn hunting l odg-c~ . Airplanes nnd :-,af :11'1 
Wngons f o r y our trnnspo1·tallon . 

ELDON BRANDT & SON 
Reg istered Gu ides & Outfitter 

Route C Bo x 150 
Pa lme r Al aska 99645 

Te l: Gl en nall en TAibot 7-3276 

IMPERIAL Brings You The 

GOLT .45 AUTOMATICS OF THE ARGENTINE ARMY 
All Pist ol s Bear th e Seal of the Re public of Arg e ntina 

# 1. 

COLT Model 1916 
.45 Cal. Pistol 

A rare Colt Commercia l 
pistol with the Sea l of 
Argenti na on top of th e 

s lide. Full commercia l markings w ith a n add it ion a l 
ba rre l Se ri al Number. No exa mple of thi s mode l 
pistol has ever bee n pictured or accur at ely de
scr ibed in th e U. S. befo re. No se lect avai labl e , 
very limi t ed supply. 

# 3. 

Systems Coif • 
.45 Cal. Automatic 

Pistol 
An Arge nt ine made pi sto l 
using the Colt Sys t em. 

Ma nu fact ured on U. S. mach inery un der li cense 
and supervision of the Am erican Firm . Dimen
sio nally interc hangeable with t he Mode l 1911 A-1. 
We ll fi nished acc urate ly made gun to high stand
ards. 

# 2. 

Coif Model 1927 
.45 Cal. Pistol 

Ano t her Colt made pis tol embodyi ng al l the fea 
t ures of the Model 1911 A- 1, but has special s lide 
ma rki ngs shown in illust rati on and .:Jddi t ion all 
nu mbe ring. 

# 4. 

Ballester-Molina 
.45 Cal. Pistol 

A sim pl ifi ed des ign ba sed upo n th e Mod el 1911 
A-1 , prod uced exclusive ly in Argenti na and now 
ou t of prod uc t ion . A stu rdy a nd dependable s ide
arm of hig h qua lit y. 

Official Sid earm s of th e Arm y of the Re public of Arg e nt ina 

Price d at a Se n sat ion oily Low Figure - SELECT - $1 0 More 

Send 50c ( No stamps ) to Dept. G- 1 for our 

listi ng of Surplus Ammo and Mu zz le Load ers. 

Counter Sa les on Sat urdays Only (most Satur

days) from 11 A.M. t o 4 P.M. 

Special -
Extra Magazines for above pistols 

2 for $ 3 .95 

Sat isfac t ion Guaran teed - Yo ur money refun ded 
if not sa t isf ied if goods are re tu rn ed prepaid 
in same co nditio n wit hin 3 days. 

Ord e r Pistols by numbe r. 

IMPERIAL ARMS CORP. 
Dept. G- 1, 3318 W. Devon Ave. 

Lincoln wood, Ill inois 60645 
Area Cod e 31 2 - 676-2900 
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SERVICE ARMAMENTS 
OUTDOOR EDITION OF 
AMERICA 'S MOST FAM

OUS GUN CATALOG 
'J' hc most. extensive out.
door cata log- .and reference 
book ever printed. Bigger 
::i nd better t han e ve r Uc 
f o rc! 1\ l l l it~i r y, <·ommC?rc ia l 
nnd n n.tiquc fi 1·cn r ms. Ou t 
d oor camping supplies an<J 

~1
11
~~ : f~~ t o r ~c ~ ~~~~ 1 °~~ $1.00 

•· n.T. C." J'o licc Hcvolvc1·s 
wtt.h 21/ 4 " b.a n c l. 5-Shot 
s ingle - :111 d doubl e -ac ti o n 
r cvo l vc r·s by the f a m o u s 
British maker. Genui ne walnu t 
checkered ~ Ti p s w i U1 blue fi n -
i sh on mcLal pnns. Price $2 0 .00 
fo r N HA g ood con di li on. 
N H A Ve ry Good . $ 25 .0 0. 

MAUSER STOCKS 
A mcr i c:m w:.11 nu1.. Mon te Cn rlo s t y l e s t ocll:s wil l fit 
nny '08 l arg e r i ng n1i l i ta r y receive r o r a ny co m 
mc1·cia l l" . N . • Centuri o n or s lmi la t' type r eceive r . 
Chec k er ed . comp l e t e l y fin i shed , .... $18 .9 5 Ppd 
Completely fin i s lH!cl , no c h cck e 1·i n ir . . $1 3.95 P p d 

U nfi ni s h ed, i n l ette<J $8 .95 P pd 
H.ub!J.<!r r ecoi l :id d $ 1 .00 t o above prices . 

SAKO STOCKS 
Both l n r ~ e and small act ion • 1\ nrnricnn wa l nut 
l\l o ntc Cnr l o s l ye . S t ock comp letely finished an d 
c heckered 5 1 5. 9 5 PJ>d . A fC!w second s $10 .95 Ppd . 
Speci f y ca l iber o f your ba rT c l ed ac l io n. 

PISTOL 

On e of the most pl'ized i t.ems 
of t he gun cullcctint~ fr:1tern · 

A u t h en ti ca ll y re p r od uced t o the 
very minutest detail. t\ bi:; 1 51 '2 " 
O\'C 1·-a 11 leng-lh , .44 c:.1 1ibe r with ri fled 
stee l h l ucd barre l s and a col o r c:1se 

ha r d en ed 
$79. 95 . 

l ock e n h anced by l i g ht eng r av i n g . Price 

·- - ------A'MMosi>EclA"L! _______ _ 
. 2 2 3 :it .... .. .... .. .. $ 7 5 . 0 0 pe r 1 0 00 rd s. 
7 .35 I TA i.T AN ai . . . . . . . S35 .00 p e r 1000 r ds . 
. 303 HH I T l !"i ll at . . . •• . $45 .00 per 1000 r d s . 
7 .5 F lm ."\' C ll a t . $35 .00 p er 1 0 00 r d s . 

. 22 RIMFIRE ~ liihew 
.. fl}' MODEL 66 
C?°"' LEVER ACTION 

ghi, accu1.1te, ea s ily tr.msported 
ast h .md lrn g , t h e lever :1c t10n has 

hecome an America n u-::1d i tlon. H you 
w:uH t o own a bea u ti f ully custom c r o.1fted rifl e or 
jus t enjoy shootint: o r p li n ki ng, try a 66- Urn 
world's 1i n es1 22 a nd t r<ld itlonally Amcricnn . 

$ 1 19 .95 . 

Yci~=s~- ---------------- ---- -
A I.so a v;li lab le in . 38 ca l. ve r s ion w ith p o lished 
br:1ss f rame a nd se l ect w a ln u t. Pri ce $139 .95 . 

Or d e r f ro rn Serv ice Armil. m ent a nd SA VE S HI P- I 
P IN G COSTS . A LL ca rtridge gun s se nt prepai d . 

AMMO SPEC IAL 
.45 ammo, fres h .F rench Mfg . . . $45.00 pe r 1000 
Smm N .C. , B .U .. . . . ... . , . .. $45.00 p e r 1000 

.2 2 C il CA PS .. . 
. :.! :.! LONG JUFL E 
.22 3 l\UL I T r\H Y . .. , . . .. . . 
DUT CH l\ l ~mn l ichc r 6 .5 m m 
S WE D l .S ll {i.5 x ti 5 mm . . . 
G.5 mm l t<1 l inn •. .. 
G.5 x 5 4 l\lnn n llchct• 
7 x ti 7 nun l\ l a u scr 
7 .3G mm Jl : lli~m .. ... ... , . .. • . 
7 .63 mm Mauser & T o k nrcv Pisto l 
7 .G 5 m m l\lann l ich c 1· .P i b t o l . . . 
7 .6:! H USS I A.."1 Hi fie ... •• . • • 
7 .Uti mm A HGEN'l' J NE l\l auscr 
30· 40 K HAG s o f t point. ••. 
.308 IlA l J _. ... . ..• . .... , .•. . . 
30 Cal. C 1\IU H NE (S .P. Jl un t. in g) 
30 -.0U Spring"fj c l d (non·corro s i v e) 
303 HHJ T 18 1T ( n o n·cu r ros i vc) . 
7 .62 NA GANT H E \'OL VEH .. . 
8 mm l\ I AUS l·:n . . ...... . . . . 
0 mm LUGE R (non -corros i ve) 
9 mm BA YA HO HE HG:\ l AN .. 
9 mm :\I AUSER PI STOL .. . .. 
1 0.4 mm I T A L1 AN H EVO LVEH 
7 .ti S \vi ss . ... . . ..... . .... . . .. . 
I 2, 1 6 . & 2 0 ga. shotsh c l l , 6 & 7 lh 

p e r 1 00 
. .. s 1.25 

1 . 50 
12 .00 

6 .00 
6 .00 
6 . 0 0 
7 .so 
5 . 5 0 
5 .00 
5.50 
6 .00 
7 . 50 
5 . 50 

1 5 .00 
10.00 
1 0. 00 

7 .50 
6 .00 

15 .00 
6 .00 
s .oo 
5 . 0 0 

1 5 . 0 0 
15.00 
15 . 00 

sh o t hunt in g- l oad s . . . . 8 .00 
7 . 5 F renc h l\l as . H ifl e . . . . . . . . 7 .00 per 100 
Minimum ammo o r der $5 .00. A ll ammuniti o n 
and pc1·c u s£ ion sh ippe<I Railway Expr ess. ShJp . 
pi n g Charges co l lct•t. 

FI REA RM S BUY ERS A FF I D AVIT M UST 
ACCOMPAN Y A LL O RDER S FO R G UN S 

V IS I T OU R N E W, M O DERN R ETA IL STO RE 

A service armament co. 
~··~ 689·G Bergen Blvd. R1dgef1eld. N. J 
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THE GUNS OF HENRY HARRINGTON 

(Con tinued j rom page 39) 

seem r easonable to assume tha t th e 
multi - barrel arms of H enry H arring
ton, either of the type jus t d escribed 
or his pa tented multi-shot a rms at 
least ser ved to encourage the develop
m ent of the m any "pepperbox" pistols 
which soon thereafter cam e for th from 
man y New England gun shops. 

In the ea rly gunmaking trade, the 
p ersonal background of the individual 
under study is often as interesting as 
the sur viving examples of his genius 

The mu zzle of th is Harrington gun 
shows how the ba rre ls were jo ine d . 

and his labors. H enry H arrington was 
born in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts , 
on September 10, 1796. He was only 16 
w hen the united colonies b egan their 
second fi ght for independnece in the 
War of 1812 . 

In the years follow ing the war, 
H enr y Harrington learned the cutler 's 
tr ad e. During 1818 he acquired a piece 
of property in Southbridge in a n eigh 
bor hood now known as Brookside. 
H er e, a t 22 years of age, he con-

structed a 14'x16' wood en building to 
hou se a forge and worksh op. That 
sam e year h e m arried 18-year - old 
Anna Oakes. They started off in the 
business of making cutlery and r a ising 
children . E vidently they were good at 
both. Six sons and tw o da ughters 
lived to be more than 80. The youngest 
son, J ohn , died in Southbr idge on 
Apr il 19, 1936, a t the age of 93. 

D ex ter H arrington , one of Henry's 
sons, joined his fath er in the bur-:iness 
at an early age, and carried or. the 
cutler y business after his fa ther's 
dea th in 1876. H ad H en r y H arrington 
lived a day longer h e would have 
r eached his 80th bir thday. Slim and 
wiry, a few years before his dea th he 
could leap into the air and click h is 
heels twice b efore touching the 
ground. Such was th e stuff of which 
some of our pioneer gu nm akers were 

m ad e. 
Dex ter Ha rrington , joined in 1291 

by his son Charles D. Harrington, 
changed the compan y nam e to Dexter 
H arrington & Son. Th e Harrington 
cu tler y bus iness und r th eir guidance 
was greatly expan ded. Today the cor
por ate nam e of the con tinuing enter
prise is Russell-Harrington Cutlery 
Compan y. 

And so it was tha t the founder of a 
successful c utler y dynasty, who tur ned 
b riefl y to armsm aki ng, is b etter known 
for the qu ality of h is blades than the 
production of guns. Gunmaking, how
ever , was a fie ld that provided Henry 
H arrington an outlet for his inven tive 
urge and doubtl ess gave him much 
p leasu re- possibly the sam e k ind of 
exhilaration which comes to a collector 
today who is luck y en ough to own 
a ver y rar e H enry H ar- ~ 

r ington fi rearm. ~ 

POINT BLANK 

( Continued from page 9) 

would close. It seems th a t a lot of 
shotgunner s objected to this latch . 
They did not want to r each inside the 
r eceiver to spring the action shut. 
And most especially the women com
plained that it w as ruinous to long fin
gernails. 

The '68 ver sion of the Model 1400 
h as a la tch outside the r eceiver . It lies 
on the under side of the ac tion and is 
lar ge, convenient and easily opera ted. 
This, you m ay be sure, will be hailed 
by those thousands of Winchester 
users who used and like the Model 

1400. The n ex t question, of cou rse, is 
wh ether the original 1400's can be 
modified to util ize the improved n ew 

r elease. 
All skeet and tr ap ver sions of th e 

1400 and the 1200 carry raised venti
lated ribs. So, too, do man y fi eld guns 
these days. The vent rib is a very 
much w orthwhile accessory and it 
does con tribute to more pr ecise gun 
work. On the two Winchesters it was 
found tha t sometimes when the r ib 
was welded to the top of th e barr el 
tha t inside the bore a seri es of spots 
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would appear where the torch had 
been laid. This did not harm the bar
rel, did not adversely effect patterns 
or performance, but some persnickity 
owners did not like it. Raised ribs will 
continue to be a t tached but hereafter 
there will be no weld spots showing 
within the bore. A new process has 
been perfected so that this does not 
occur. 

Both the 1400 and the 1200 h ave 
been notable for spongy triggers. 
There are those who contend that a 
raspy trigger pull on a shotgun does 
no harm to wing gunning performance 
but I am not one to agr e. The trigger 
pull ought to be as clean on the scat
tergun as it is on a good target rifl . 
Winchester is now giving a lot of at
tention to trigger let- off and hereafter 
the automatic, and i ts running mate 

Winchester Model 1 200 

the pump repeater, will feature im
proved triggers. 

No one says much about it but the 
facts are that the Model 88 lever ac
tion r ifle and the Model 100 automatic 
rifle are some of the best selling mod
els in the entire Winchester line. The 
gun writing hacks tend to poor mouth 
these fine hunting arms electing to re 
serve their kudos for the bolt guns. 
Somehow or other the word never 
gets through to the average m an in 
the hun ting fields. He just keeps right 
on buying the 88 and its working 
mate, th e 100, in ever-increasing vol
um e. 

Both rifles have always been ava il
able with 22 inch barrels and check
ered stocks. Last year, as a ort of 
flyer, the Model 100 came along as a 
true carbine. With a barrel of only 19 
inches, a barrel band ar ound both gun 
tube and forestock and without any 
checkering whatsoever. The rifle was 
an instan t hit. It sold for 10 bucks less 
money which h elped its popularity 
too. 

This year the Model 88 has joined 
the parade. Now it, too, is offered as a 
19 inch barreled carbine with the 
identical forward barrel band a nd 
san s checkering. And like the MlOO it 
sells for 10 dollars less money. 

The only truly new firearm in the 
Winchester line for '68 is, of all things, 
a lowly single barrel shotgun, the new 
Model 370. It is made in all the 
gauges, has a weight in 12 gauge of 
but 6 pounds, and is chambered for 
three inch shells. This is not to say it 
won't do an excellent job of shooting 
the standard 23/4" cartridge just as 
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well! Every big gun maker feels that 
the line isn't complete unless he can 
offer at least one cheap single barrel 
12 gauge gun. If you will cast back 
over your m emory you will be hard 
put to recollect a single acquaintance 
who owns and shoots a one- barrel 
one-shot smoothbore. Nevertheless 
these gas pipes sell like firewater to 
blanket Indians. 

The new M370 has a top lever to 
break it open and this lever can be 
swung either to the left side or the 
r ight. It has an ou tside hammer, an 
auto ejector, is a takedown , and offers 
barrels in various lengths from 26 
inches to 32 inches. The ch oke is full 
in every length and all the gauges. 

The Model 101 over-under contin 
u es to warrant its fine popularity . Be
s ides the field grades a lot of emphasis 
will be placed this year on the 
matched sets of skeet barrels; also the 
new single barrel trap tube. This con 
version of the two bar rel over-under 
to a s ingle barr el trap m odel is a very 
clever piece of firearm engineering 
and must be seen to be appr eciated . 
So far few of the guns have been 
available al though announced a year 
ago during the annual seminar for all 
the gun writers. 

As announced earlier in this opus 
there will be no new calibers in either 
m etallics or shot cartridges this year. 
There are some new loadings however 
and these are confined to the shot
shells. In both the standard 12 gauge 
23/4" and 3" m agnum loadings the 
company has added powdered po
lyethylene to the No. 2 shotloads and 
the No. 4 shotloads and with this 
cushioning agent present have gotten 
some fantastically high pattern per
centages at 40 yards. B ill Talley, in 
speaking about these new loadin gs at 
the briefing given the gun editors in 
Rome, said that many pe rcentages ran 
as high as 87 per cent in a 30 inch ring 
at 40 yards. This will make these new 
m agnum rounds exceedingly potent 
on both ducks and geese a t ranges far 
beyond the r egulation distance of 40 
yards! 

The addition of powdered polyethy
lene in the loads of twos a nd fours 
isn' t exac tly new. This was first done 
quite successfully by Winchester four 
years ago but at that time was con
fined to buckshot. The W - W buckshot 
cartridges, under test, showed an abil
ity to run higher patterns, place more 
pellets into such targets as deer and 
turkey at longer ranges, and generally 
give more satisfactory performance 
than any shotshells tried up to that 
time. It was a natural conclusion that 
the poly-packed loads would be car-
ried over to smaller pellets ~ 

like the twos and fours. Lm 

VIET CONG. 
BANNE R O F T H E N AT I O NA L LI BER A TION F RO NT 

ll e:ivy cluty brl g-ht l y co l ore d duel< c l o th. J-1:1ndmadc 
with h c ~v y stilc t1in J.:" . Fine wor k m n n sh i p. Cho i ce of 
mint co ndili o n o r (·o m ba t sca rred. Ge t t ing r :1re r e a c h 
d ay . Gre :lL for wall di splays. 

eac h 
l.>OSlPtti d 

Size : 3'x ~· 

ll r i g htl y 
colored 

Lowest. p r ice 
in U.S . 

Orde r 
l '(_•c·clvccl 
wilh cas h 
or monC!y 

~ ~--~- ~-- --~ orc1~ 1 ~· 1 : 1 \i~~ ll y 
~amc day. 

M:1y be sm::i ll d e l ::iy bet.ween shi pmen ts. I...lmlled 
1'.ll P\l l v 1·cp l:1ccd as more fl ag-s a r r ive. ]'ri ce. suhjcct to 
I n crease w ilhout n o ti ce . Enclosed a d with price 
p r lnl<'d o r clc r wi lt be honored :11.. price shown. 
PROMPT SERVICE ! 

Thes e wnr souven i r s m ak e n ~no d Investment - U1ey 
may cost. more l a.ter. OR D ER TOD AY ! 

BRIDGEVIEW GUN SALES 
891 7 Southfie l d D rive - G 
Oak Lawn, I llinois 60455 

B 
A 
T 
T 
L 
E 

F 
L 
A 
G 
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.22 RIFLESGOPE BARGAIN! 
(wit h FR EE Mounts for Grooved Rece ivers ) 

O ur bone -d ee p price cut mak es t h is fin e U.S. -madc. 

Realis t 4x-8x Variable a " Buy-of - th e- Year"! Qual

ity- manufactured by leading mak e r of prccision1 

surveying in strum ents and life time guarant eed ! Ha rd 

coa t ed , hi ghly-corr ecte d le ns sys t em for supe rior 

brightness and eye- re li e f . Her me t ica lly sea led aga inst 

fogg ing. Permane ntly ce nte red re t icle with consta nt· 

cross ha ir size. Integra l sunshade for g lare- fr ee sight

ing and di s tinctive appearance. Micro- adju stab le 

windage and e levation wit h twi st-off caps. SP ECS: 

4x - 8x var. ; 3/1" objective; length 12 ~4"; weigh t 

9 3/., oz.; fi e ld - 25 to 13 ft. at 100 yds.; eye

re lic f 2Vs"; crossha ir reticle; b rightness 14 to 6 . 

List Pric e $ 16.95. O ur " Best-Buy ." Price just 

$ 11 .95 Pre paid. 

WALTER H. CRAIG 
P.O. Box 927 , Selma, Ala . 36702 

SOUTH AMERICAN 
BIG GAME HUNTING 

"YOU R J AGUA R TROP HY AW AI TS YOU" 
Our safar is are se lected by World wide big game 
hunters for their JAG UA R hunts, because we are 
the only 1 st class safaris in South America wi th 
modern equipment, ski ll ed profess iona l emp loyees, 
a proven record of trophi es and satisfied U.S. 
sportsmen. You can' t find a better safar is at any 
price. For deta il s phone Code 305, J a 44775, 
or write 

Colombian Safaris Club ltd. 
2025 N.W. 11th Ave ., Ft . La uderdale, Fla. 33311 
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THE GUN MARKET 

Cla ss ifie d ads, 20c per ward insert ion includ ing name and addre ss . 

Payable in advance . Min imum ad 10 words. Closing date April 

1968 issue (on sale Feb . 26 ) is Jan . 8. Print care fully and mail to 

GUNS MAGAZINE, 8150 No rth Ce ntral Park Blvd., Skokie, Illinois. 

BUS I NESS OPPORTU Nill ES 

$100 WEEK POS ' IDJ,E I Assemble Our Pro4ucts. E \'ery
thin g Furnished. ni ted, n ox 553{)2-BW, J ndiana.polis. 
l nd iana. 

.A S'l"J{ A LL-\ . NE\V .LA l<J<;. J obs. Ov1>0nwtity. Oovem 
mcn hares !<'are. Details 1. P acifico, B ox 434 5-C . 
Los .AngQles , Calif. 90043. 

COLLECTORS 

VISll' DIX.IE G N \VOilKS , for A nti (lllC Arms. Sorry, 
no lists. 

A .\ I BH I C~ \- · \T :\.U J,J'l 'A.1-: Y A N'l ' I Q U J ~::;-uniform s , shakos . 
ha[S, iru.lgnia , e<1uipmem. em. , western . fire . police and 
Indian collectors items. Large illus tra ted fl page Cat:i
Jogue 18 LOO (ll'oreign ,. 2.00) Ja.ooues Noel J acobsC'n. J r .. 
CO :.\ l:rnor J{ oad- n oom C, Staten Island. :-:. Y. 10310. 

l'tl H'l'RLDGEJ& FO il l'O LJ , ECTOHS .. . Cu rrent illus
trated catalog fE'aturin g hu nd reds of' ra.rc ca.r 11dgcs. 

LOO postpaid. Al K elley-.lack Malloy. Inc . . JUdgeburr 
JM . • l~ id gc fl el cl, Conn. OG87 7. 

l'\ } ~ \V C OLL E C ~ 'O B 'J'.: H\"I CE - Ha re mili ta.ry books. 
ma nuals , war relics, wea 1Jons , unfo1111 s. helmets. ac
coutrements, medaJ:-; , ins ign ia, docuJ11cnts , nhotos. Dai n t 
ing, prims . 50 I'a go D lustra.Led Cata logue 50¢ refund 
able with purchase. P eter J fl inka., J I istorical America na . 
Dept. G. 226 r.:ast 9th Street . N. Y. 1002 . 

J :; X. ~ l ' JU =: ~ l. 8 J ,Y R AHLY . lJ)." USl T.t\J_... :Borcha rdt. '?\' ('ar 
mint. l. G00.00 or olfcr. Other va lua ble weanons. ClUl'ortl 
::\ . D ouglas, V ictoria., B rit ish Columbi a. 

ENGRAVING 

P TIUDTl.O ~ L\ [ K A"ll'J'IS'.l' IC J2'1GllAVING. Folder $1.50. 
302 \ \Tard Hldg., Sh rc,·cport , ] _,,a , 

FISHING AND HUNTING 

C OLl 1. AJ-' S llH i l ~: li''Al:c\I POl\lJ Jl'ish ~ · r a p s . 1\Jl imaJ 
tra ps. .Ba rgai ns gaJorc. l•'rce ca.t a.log trnd t ra np ing 
secrets. 8 cn3itron ix, 2225-F21 l A>u Ellen , llouston, 
~· exas 7i01S. 

FOR SALE 

TATJ!; P JSTOL LAWS. B ooklet descr ibing current vistol 
regulatio1is of an states $1. UO. J•'ederal Uun l ~aws ilookleL 
$1. 00. H en ry 'ch1esinger , 415 .East 52nd St. , New York 
221>, , .Y. 

CANNON l!, E 3/3 :l" diameter. water proof. 2 5 fee t 
$1.00-125 feet $4.00 post1mid. l;'ree catalog. Zeller, 
liox 633 , lludson. ) l ich. 

LUG E H.$: L i.!>ti ng 25¢. J.uger Tie Cla::.p, .-\ rtlllery :Model 
$2.50. Shattuck . Box 471, l •'ranklin, .\ lich. 

\VJ NClLJ<:S'! 'EH. 1 90 22 \V. B. 1!'. Hifle al ~ :.H arlin 18!H 
25 -20 J:Hflc. Co0<l Condition. l.:urr C. \\'acker, Osmond , 
Scbr. 687G5. 

NAZI WAH, SOUVEXIH S Sold , J>ough t. h1 o.st ca.lalog 
2. 00 cash. Disco, .Box '035 · .ll, .\U lwaul\CC, \Viscon.si n 

50 223. 

. \ 11 1.I 'l'A HY · 'CO.\llHS.\ 'l 'JON CA lt'l'H ID C I ~ . " I'aten t 
:L 27·1 93-1 l•'or 'a.Jc. Hcfcrcnco G UX · i\lagazi ne, June 
1967. J)g.. JO. " H ow 'To ] ~ c at The Cong !" Phil J ohnson, 
Invent or . 0 SwamJ)seott l\\'C., l' e~ tbod , \', )fa <;.<; . OHWO. 

C A .\I I' I i'\ U J ~ Q U il ' ~ J 1.:s •r . 'l ' !::X'l 'ti . Slee1>i ng :Bags. 
\\'oriel ' s largest select ion. ]free gitrn t cata logue .. \lorsa n. 
8 U)J, Jtouto 17, ]-'arnmus, N ew J erser 07G52. 

25.00 B.l.Q('K ) I l·: J·: n sCHAli.\[ J ~ IPJ ~ $ 10.05. Satisfac
tion guara n teed . ]1"reo li terature. Nort hweswm Distrib
utoni . 12 ~ 2 .\ farket. Sa n Fr:rncisco, Californ ia, 94102. 

C.A'l'A LOO 0 11' ) l lJ.'1'1'f\ _H,T J.:qui 1>mcnt . )ledal:; , Da,s!gers , 
'words. F lags , P ins, Un ifo rms . J l e l rn ct~ . etc. F rom 

Germans. F ra nce , :Belgium, U.S., etc. 25¢ for com 1> lctc 
1bt. K l'lley's . liox 125. \\'oburn . ".\ IMs. 01802. 

~ · 1 _i.; '!'A CS - T ie Cli ps lt'or Spo rt sme n. Write for free 
brochu re. .i\. dam J . Cool, 728 Sansom, Philadelphia, 
Penn .... yJvru1 ia. 19106. 

USERS REPORT OVER 1,000 ,000 GUARANTIED FOR 200,000 
LONG llFE • NO SCRATCHING • NO GAlllNG 

MANUFACTURED av 

~ 'Du & ?!fh. (Jo. 
CIM lttHD CA RBIOI CARBOLOY c TRA DE MARK I 

P. 0 . BOX 226 e COVINA, CALI F. 
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F llK IC C.AT.AJ .. 00- Sa\·cs you money on R eloading Equip
ment, Calls, D ecoys, Archery, li" lshing T ackle, Molds, 
'.Cools , Hods. B lanlcs. l i" innysuor ts (SS), Toledo, Ohio, 
43614. 

WINCIIES'.l'ETIS. ~ill SK E'.l' COLTS, J,ugers , D er
ringers. nlus many others. \ViJ l 1'rade. Send 25C for 
list. Fulmer's Antique Guns. R te. #3 . Detroit Lakes , 
:.\I 11rncsota 565 O1. 

P I 'l'OLS • 7.15. DEim 1:\"GEI·: $9.65, Many Others. 
l!uy \""\7holesale ! Become Dealer! merican . J,:lu ronean 
Sources. "1967 D irectory," 1.00. Continen a.l, Box 
11211-GP, I ndian apolis . l nd la..na. 46201. 

ASE - ONCE F lllED - P os paid - 30.06 - 308 -
MM - 30. 30 - 32W - 300 AV - 30. 401( - 222 -

223 - 256 - 225 - - 35It - 4nL - 357 - 22 1T 
- 30 H - P orined - 257R - 244 - 243 - 7.7Ja.p -
7.65 - 6.5x55 - 35 - 219Zlp - 2Ul l mp. - 210D .\V. 
- ~ Jan y Others - $7x100 - Sho shells $3xl00 - :\li 
caroni - 65 T aylor - East i\leadow - ~.Y. - 11554. 

F HEE DISCOUN'.l' CA'l'ALOGUE: l\ ! - 1 Garands , Good 
.. 79.95, YC .,89.05. Excellen t $110.95, Na.Wona.l :Ma.tch, 
.Excellent $149.0:i. 1\cw ., 159.05 . . . . M l911.t\l .45 A.u to
rnai.ics. Good ~ 59.95 . ' ' G $6·1. 95, Excellent 69.115 . Na. ~ 
tional Ma tch J'.:xeellent .. 79.95 . New. 89.05. l\ 1.-1 Carbines 
l\'cw ,.69.95. r owderhorn , liox 54.3G, P oin t 1-'leasan t , 
N .J . 08742. 

1\ Hl\JS AND A.\ ll\ 10 B argains. Write for t h e biggest 
bnrgnin li st on the mo.-. popular ~ elli n g models. Centu rr 
.A rms , I nc., 3-5 F'cclera1 StreC't . 't. Alba n.<: , Vennont. 

l 'OWDE B ·p 1n ;PA1D I n Continenta l CS.A. (Not A laska. 
or ll awaiD JTocl gclon 4 31. '11 570 or 11 870. twen ty Pounds 
for 20. 95, fi fty pounds for 33. 95 or l 00 pounds for 
65.00. Walter Cra.ig, n ox 027, Selma., .1:\ la.bama. 

1968 SUrn=>-LOS Al L.\ fY, l\"A V l st0re ill ustrated ca.talOJ.: . 
8 end 25C (refundable with fir.;;t .. 5. 00 order ). R uve l, 707 
J unior ~ · err ac e. D eJJt. 0-D . Chicago, 111. 60613. 

AD{ ;\ IOIS: New 68 J)a ge book J)rO\'icl cs inde1>c nclcnt 
analys is . rev iew. baJJistics. 8JX'Cif1carions. suv1>lY source 
info rnuuion on the finC'st 1>ellet. r ifl e.;;, 1>is:toh;, ammuni 
t ion a nd related accesso1·ies a \'ailable. 25¢ hanclJing 
allowance :l JJPl'CCia.tcd . Ai r Rifle J leadc1ua.ters , Crn nt s
\' ill c. \Vest Vi rginia. 2614 7. 

30-0G 8 POHT E1 H l l''l .-E K l ~ I' (b11ilcl :rou rse1f) , compl etf' 
with BarrelNI 98 )la.user Action & Stock - ..,59.95. 1\"C'w 
Commen·la l. T' -3 's - .. '-15.00 , "B rowning !IT' (likC' newl 
- 75.00 . Aslrn. 600 's - Excellent - 34.00. Slcncl 25 
rents for di'i,eount gun li ~ linp- -; o : D . ~\f. Annstrong, 400 
CC' ntra l A\•cnuc, 'Villiam i:;t own . \VC':it Y ir ~ i n ia 2GI87. 

Cenna n ~\f o d. 9 8nun )fauser rifles. Very good - 29.!J.J 
Nxcrllrnt - , 3l .95. B el~ ia n >foct. 1nin R0-06 cal. P. :\" . 
scmi-aulomatic rifles. YC' ry good - .. 79.00. E xcellen t -

Sf.l.00. Chilean :.\fod. 93 7rnm ".\ faus('r r ifles. German 
madC'. ·1·:xcc1lent - .,. 29.50. ~ farl '!C' n )l.od. 1961 30 -06 ri fles. 
] .-Ike New - 54.00. .t\ s m 1\fod. 600 !lmm ParnlX'll um 
a utomat ic p i o::to l ~ . Coocl - 27.00. Very good - 30.00. 
8ta.r :Mo<I . 1 ~ Dmm Pa rabellum :iutomatic oi ~ o l s . J_...ike 
N ew - !t.59.00. British 45 A.C'. P . WeblC'Y rcvoh·ers. Good 
- $35.00. Very good - 1IO.OO. ]i'rench 1\fod. 35S 7.65mrn 
long au tomatic pistols. Good - $25.00. \ 'ery i:.mod -

2 .00. F rench 1\ l'od. 2x 35A 7.65mm long a utomatic pis
tols. Good - 23.00. Very good - $26.00 (Send pistol 
ocnni s if required .) 1\foner back gua rantee. Send 25 
cents for gun catalogu('. Send al l ordrrs to Vre<'dlanrl 
Anns Co . . 34-03 B roa dway, Houto 4 , Ji'air J.;a.wn , New 
J ersey. 

GUN EQUIPMENT 

C O P }~ ~ IO UN T S - Catalog 230 will hr h> you select the 
proper mount for your sco1>C' and ~our rifle. J,ow Sa fetys , 
Cun Screws, Gun Taps , Gun D rills , J ~ctite . Mayna.rd 
Buehler l nc., Orinda, Calif. 04563. 

GUNSMITH I NG 

JO ~S 'l ' Oll F. YOUlt \Vom Out 22HF J ~ arre l s a nd make i t 
like new. I , iner klts - chaml>C're<.l liner, drill. nnd in<;tn1c
tions $ 5.~5 . . 50 1>ostage and handling , insta lled 15.00. 
H offma n lO fle Ba rre] Co., ]3ucklin . Kall! ~as H7834. 

Learn Gun Repair 
at home, q ~ i c kly , correctly. 
10¢ brings book, full facts. 

Approved for Veterans. 

MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL 
1111••••225-ZZ E. Fai rmount Ave. 

M ilwau kee, W is. 532 17 

Now in our 22nd year! 

Bun:..n .22 'l'a rget P istol. .22 Camner's ]=>i s ol, Gun 
Hacks, abinets , and blue gun" - \\it h hand tooh;. Srn<I 
6¢ am11 for illu-itrn.t('(l iruorm ation. l'ost office Box 
362-G, ~ 1 - 'erre _ll aute. Indiana 47~08. 

WAX '!' A I 'HE ! S IOK Hine Ha nel gua ran tNxl to shoot 
%" groups at 100 rel" .. blued ba rrel f1tt('d and tPst fired 
to .rour action 33.00. .\ l agnum ,.3.00 <'xtr:t. l•;ncloi..;c 
stamped, sclf- adclressNl em elope for iletails-. l lofl'man 
Rifle B a rrel Co., Buckli n . .l\:rn !-a.::; G7834. 

LEATHERCRAFT 

FREE i\fa ke 'Em ancl Sa,·e Lea therciaft Idea. l\fanua l. 
~ r and y L ea t her Co .. 1001 .Foch , 0 63, .lton Worth , 1 ' exa~. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

KN IVES- 101 imoortecl hunting , fishi ng, camping and 
novel tr kn il'es. a.talogue (25C) . l ;~rie<l mar l mports (G) , 
320 )L Hith St. , Montebello, Cal if. 9U640 . 

THEASUJn_; H UN'l'J::HS ! J'J{08 J -' ] ~ C T O H S ! J: elco's new 
instruments detect bur ied gold , silver, coin ::. , mincr:tb, 
hlstoric-al relics. 'l 'ransi"'-orized . Weighs 3 pounds. 

19.95 up. l•'ree catalog. Helco-.t.\ 6, :Uox 10839 , Houston. 
l'cxas 77 fl 18. 

600 assorted sweet onion plant s with free planting gui<le 
$3 DO ... tJHt icl. 'l'Ol 'C'O, " home of t h e S\\'('Ct onion, " :b'a1m
er.!ffllle. 'l'exa s 75031. 

C l: OSHHO\\"S for 'l'il rget , H unting and C'a.rp -8hooting. 
l•'actory-D irect-l'riccs. Ja r Co .. .Box 17001, Wichi1a, 
Kani..;as. 

>LOSE ,- - . l'.\H 8 ~' L\J E Oooonu nitr. We l'as Ca sh 
]1'or Nothing but your opinion -.. w1it1en from home. a1Jou1. 
samples of our cllems' 1J1oduc1 s. l'\'Othi n g: lO ~ell , ea mn ..;~ 

or learn. No Skill s. So 1:::\pe1knce. J u-,t hone:-.ty. Df' 
tails from: n c~earc h 609, ".\lineol a, S. L 11501. Dcp. 
li'H- 21. 

G00,000.000. 00 ' l'la:AS L' HJ:: ) .lA.P on amic1ued l>'J.rch · 
mC'nt. J_,l st.., 67 lOl«t t iOn ">. ColJeM.on. item. $2.00. l{c
sear('her:{. Box 5507·1, l lou -;t0n. Texai..; 77055. 

Dl !:;C'Ol---X'l'St IT' T O 50r; .. on nationall .r adveni-.C<t ta ck lr . 
boats . motors . gun -; , etc. Send ra rd for li.st. Walter 
('raig , Hox !J27, Selma . .-\ laba11u1. 

:.\' i\Z.I lTl·:.\f · Hought. ~Id. Orlf.(i nah on ly. ] .-ist 35¢. 
Lenke]. 1060 .\.n<lerson . l'aJi ... ad( ~. :.'\.J. 07024. 

]'U.-OT'S 1 ... 1c1·;?\SF:! S ew guid ... hows :rou how to be 
come a. P r h·a1 C' P ilot. GC't ~·our liee n ~e jn the shortr!-ii 
time . at mi n imum cost. ! Expla in'- ho" tO Ix-gin . rN1u ire
ment s, reg:u la 1ion.;; , Ne. Written h:r l)ilot. SloJ> clr<'aminJ.: 
- ~tart flyin g ! ., 2. 00 . A\·gulde . D ( t. A . Box 155, Clifton, 
N. J . 07011. 

HA Jn; ) fll,TT .\ nY AXTJ Q r l ~ ~ . \\'a r Hrlil'S. J.i ~t : 

Cachoir. D " i)t. 0~ [, Box 5-13. Jack-.on ll eig h t~ . ~ - Y. 
11372. 

D OC O\\'XJ: HS ! ]{cmOtf' t rainer i..., fa.<.;trst. su rest meth 
od known. \\'orks up lo 1 mn . F 100 litNatu rr. Sen.:; i
tronLY, 2225 - ~' 0 L ou J ~lle n . H ou~to u. Texas 7701 . 

REAL ESTATE 

(10Vll llN)fEXT J, ANDS . . . J,ow As $1.00 Acre . 
~ I iJlions .\ Cr<'s ! Jt'or Jo:xclu<ih·(' Com righted Hcport .. . 
plus · ·.1 ,a nd Ooportuni ty D i~e~t" Jistin g: Ja.nds aval labJe 
tJ1ro11J?hout l T.S,. o:;C' n<l ~ 1. 00. ~ati ... faction Ouarnn teed ! 
Land D isposa l. J3ox 9001-CP , ~ · a ..,hi n gto n, D.C. 20003. 

l i' RJ ~E ... Xew S: } L\I En nt.alo~! ]) ('scr ibe ~ hundrrd ~ 

of fa rms , r:rnches , town and c-0untrr homes, lnL'ii ncsscs, 
va(•ation , rct irenwnt a nd waterft"Ont- v rooertie. con.st to 
coa st ! .f';J><'('ify tn:>e J)rope1 r and Jora.tion oreferred. Zip 
code. pl ea~e . Uni ted Jl'a1111 .t\ gency, 6 12 -: ~J G \\'est 47th 
St .. K an. ~ a s City, Mo. 04112. 

WANTED 

TO 13FY- Anliquo gun coJJectionc:. \Ve pay fi nder's fee. 
Jackson Arms . 6209 FJ illcre ... t. Da.lJas, 1'cxa " 75205. 



ARMS LIBRARY 

STORIES OF THE OLD DUCK 
HUNTERS & OTHER DRIVEL 

By Gordon MacQuanie 
(Stackpole, 1967. $5 .95) 

Hunting stories, for the most part, 
are pure torture for m e to read. P er
haps it is just that I've read so m a ny 
of them that they all sound alike. For
tunately, there are a few writers who 
do more than m erely put down a 
group of related events on their man
uscript paper. Gordon MacQuarrie 
was one of those few. To try to pick 
one or two quotes from this book, to 
give you some idea of the flavor of 
MacQaur rie's writing would be use
less. The fl avor comes only from a 
complete reading. If you like hunting, 
and if you like the sort of hunters 
who are a rare combination of good 
companions, expert shooters, appre
ciative of nature, and best of all gifted 
with just the r ight amount of humor, 
then you'll hesitate not a moment, but 
rush out to beg, borrow, steal-or best 
of all- buy a copy of this book.-J.R. 

BOYS' SINGLE SHOT RIFLES 

By J ames J. Grant 
(Wil liam Morrow, 1967. $8.50) 
Those who ali·eady have the first 

two volumes on s ingle shot rifles by 
Jim Grant have been waiting for this 
one, and the wait was well wor th it. 
In this book Grant covers the lower 
priced, mostly .22 caliber , single sh ot 
rifles that wer e dreamed of by myself, 
and thousands of oth er youngsters in 
the early par t of this century. As 
usual , the indi vidual gu ns are covered 
well, both technically and historically. 

Eadier editions of Grant's works on 
single shot rifles did not h ave the gen 
eral appeal of this one. Whether you 
are a s ingle shot rifle fan or not, you'll 
want to r ead this book, for it is fiil ed 
not only with good sound technical 
data, but also with enough nostalgia 
to make those of us who can r emem -
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ber the .22 Hamiltons, Floberts, and 
Stevens-some of which were earned 
by selling seeds or salve-wish that 
the "good old days" were back again. 
For the dyed - in-the wool single shot 
rifle fan , Grant h as added coverage of 
some of the bigger models. New data 
on Franklin Wesson , Merrimack Bal
lards, etc. In short, this is another fine 
example of a good reference work , 
with the added spice of something for 
those of us who are not single shot 
r ifle collectors, but who were once 
boys.-J.R. 

BUCKSHOT AND HOUNDS 

By Chapman J. Milling 
( A.S. B arnes, 1967. $4.95) 
Readers of GuNs Magazine will r e

member Dr. Milling for his controver
sial article on hunting deer with shot
guns (Sept. , 1965). Well, Dr. Milling 
has not given up yet, and in this book 
he sings out the virtues of hunting 
deer , with a shotgun, in drives such as 
have been p racticed in the South 
since the first "y'all" echoed south of 
the Mason- Dixon Line. The d eer 
drive, how it is organized, what guns 
to use, the role of dogs, etc. are w ell 
cove red , and the easy writing style of 
Dr. Milling is spiced by his sly digs at 
us rifle hunters; the Introduction tells 
us to watch out, "They're (legisla tors ) 
r eaching for your rifle." Although the 
book is small in size, it is rich in in
formation , from how to bag your deer 
to how to eat it. But most of all, the 
book is filled w ith one idea, how to 
enj oy a ll of the pleasures of the hun t. 
The book may not m ake you a better 
hunter, though it might do that too, 
but it will surely give yo u a new in
s ight into a manner of hunting that is 
less competitive than you now know, 
but nonetheless filled with enjoyment 
and traditional qualities found only in 
the South.-J.R. 

(Continued on page 84) 

NOW THAT VARMIT TIME IS HERE, 
TUNE YOUR RIFLE WITH ACKU·REST, 

THAT IS WHAT THEY FEAR. 
THE REST THAT'S BEST 

PRECISION SHOOTING 
CHECKING ACCURACY 

FoR CHECKING RELOADS 
SIGHTING IN 

W C' aro t he ri fl e rests that \\'<'re not 
bo111 by chance. 'Vo \\ Cl'O concein•d in 
1>un>0sc. a nd d.odica.tcd •ro Sl';Hv c; 
YO U Bl·:ST . \\'e a re made with heavy 
top grain cow hidC' lcMhcr, a.n d sewn with dual t h rcn.ded 
1w lon tj1re:td. T he LOJ:>S i n material and d esign for 
suJ>Crb ~ Lti s facl i o n. 

COLE'S ACKU·REST LEATHER SAND 
BAG RIFLE RESTS AND CADDIE 

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR 
ACKU·REST CONVENIENCE 

I :i m t ho one and onl .r ri fh.• 
rC'<;t caddie . a nd I am de
si g n.eel ror .rour c o 1 m:~ n 

ic11 c:.c. I am ma de with 
solid re<I oa k wood. ]'ut 
togrthcr w it h so lid br: 1 ~s 

hi nges a nd aluminum Rifl e· 
ba.r:-; and hand le. 11"in h:hC'fl 
<>ord ov:i. n brown i n hi J.dl 

gloss spa r va rn ish . I ha.,·e 20 ca11.ri dge well s a nd scn·e 
as a. load ing b lock a lso. l\ Iy Wf' ll s are 11li llcd for rf'gu la r 
or ma gm u 11 c a.o:;e ,-;. 1 ' lca.o:;c s pecify. I am built to scr,·o you 
fo r· mtUl .\" v<>a r;;;. 
SE T (2) RIF L E R ESTS (IF- JR) $10 .95 
EAC H RIF L E REST (FOR R) 5.95 
CAD DI E (without rifle res ts) 15. 95 
CAD DIE & SET RIF LE RESTS 24 .95 
.\JA!l,KD l 'OS'l'PA ID IN 1 · . ~. Hifl c re:'>ltS ma iled wi th 
out ~ rncl . Due to a cornpli ('atNI 1'ales ta x . no rna i l or
ders :1.cccDtcd From N ew York Sta te res idents. 20% 
D el)osi t on COD orders wh ich a rc not post pa id . 

COLE'S ACKU - RITE PRODUCTS 
P . O. BOX 25 DEPT. G K E NNEDY , N E W YO R K 
@ 1 968 W. H . Co le, Sr. Z ip 14747 

W: ¥i · +l ~ 3 
Bend Mauser, Springfield and Jap bolt s with just 
one set of blocks. A must for every gun smith , 
~ mateur or professional. Our newly designed 
milled-stee l block will withstand forging without 
di sforming or breaking . All bolt camming surfa ces 
and lockin g lugs are completely protected from 
heat. Pri ce ( bolt Insert not shown) Sn.so 
Mail 75c for n e w gian t 64 page u un s mith supp l y cJ t a log . 

FRANK MITTERMEIER, INC ., (Est. 1936) 
3577 E. Tremont A ve ., N e w York 65 , N. Y. 

NEW 

.- 22 ~ TR-ACERS =--
See a Ball of Fire 
ZIP to the Target. 

Shoot rat s at the dumps, jacks on the 
pra ir ie. See the bullet smash into the 
body. 

Safe, too. Incendiary; negative . 

If your favorite sport·ing goods store does 
not have .22 trace rs yet, ask him to send 
an order directly to us. We will pass it 
on to hi s nearest di stributor . 

•RETAIL $2.35 IN EAST. 
$2.45 SOUTH AND W EST . 

Distributors and Dealers Inquiries Welcomed 

DAVID DERBES 
Pottsville, Penna. 17901 
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Kit i':;. 2 torget, 1 hunt ing & :1~~ t~ e 
fishing orrows. Fishing ottoth ., leother quiver, ~ 

BIL~S MILITARY STORES, 224 W. FORSYTH. JAX. FLA . 32202 

Cataloq 25c-Free with order-Dept. G 

What the makers 
of best qual ity 
guns ca 11 the 
proper finish 
-the genuine, 

durable , grain-
reveal ing, 

eas ily app lied 
oil finish .. . 

• 

--------------------------; 
THE ~: .. ... ; ..... n.n1i'••• ~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Pendleton U.S . and Canad ia n P ::i t . I 
Comp l e te job as shown f o r 

M ost guns $35 & $40 

Anti-recoil Gun Barrel 
The de-kicker de luxe that is precision 
machined into your rifle barrel, avoiding 
unsightly hang-ons. Controlled escape for 
highest kinetic braking, minimum blast ef
fect and practically noJ' ump. All but pre
vents iet thrust (secon ary recoil ). Guar
anteed workmanship. Folder. Dealer dis
counts. 

PENDLETON GUNSHOP 1200·10 S . W. Hai ley 
Ave., Pe ndleton. O re. 

--------------------------
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NEW! FLINTLOCK 
COACH GUARD 

BLUNDERBUSS CARBINE s799s 

l\ l f)d c rn Produ ction o f L11e type used in the J...'"l.Wrding o f 
~ t:1 ~·cco: i c h cs in ct:1ys 11f l ~ n g l i s h lli f! h w~•.vma n. Al:-o u sed 
as ga te -guard wcn!)ons a nd for :\1nrinc U<.,C. Ovcr:1J l 
l cng-Lh : 27 1 ·•". Fine sl.c<:' I barrel. Hluccl scrcwH nnr! 
1r11G:·c r . J'.hc;i1 izcel \V<•Od s tock. Ful ly p roofed In fa mous 
J,iegc l' r 0<1f ll ousc . 

MODERN 
BLACK POWDER SHOOTERS! 

Q uali t y G un , 
M ad e 111 B e lgi um 
gng ra vNI S1:c11c 

I SGO Co l t. :\'cw s599s i\ l odc l Army .4 4 ap :md 
Bull Hevolver. N ow bette r 
th;:in ever: co m p l e tely proofed . 

M ode l 1805- D a t cd 180 7 . Mndc f o1 
A t' tlly at. Jl ;111>crs 1-'<.• rry AnnOI') . I G" 
l o n g" hns r o und i-,tcc l han'<!I 10" Jo n i.{ . 

Hi fled bore in .5<1 Ca l ., hurnif>hc<I wood, IJ r asf: 
1noun t.i ng-s . ·tsc Jwrd cncd lo<: lc pl~tt.c. 

NOW STRONGER TH AN EVER! 

.....~~A~ ~:-: =-=-
SPECIAL 1 sg79s .58 Cal. 

R eg ular 5 1 25 

FINEST P ERC USSIO N SHOOTING RIFLE ON 
THE MARKET TODAY! NEW FORGED BOLSTER 

CENTENNIAL ARMS CORP. 
3 318 WEST D EVON AV E ., CH I CAGO 45, ILLINOIS 

OR 6 -2900 

~en d JO¢ No 8 t..'UllJlS rcu ou1 lb. tings of Su rplu s A mm o 
nnd Guns to D ept.. G·l 0 1•cn for retai l s ·1 l cs o n S:t t· 
u rdays On l y (most. Smurdays1 f rom 10:00- 5:00 . 

GUINN BROS. 
HANDMADE COWBOY BOOTS 
THE WORLD'S FINEST 

HAHDCRAFTMAHSHIP 

THE COMANCHE 

$19-95 
A b e a u t i f u I n ew 

s titching pattern. Ful

l y g love lea t he r lined , 

s tee l sh a nks, w o o d 

a nd brass pegged , soft 

ca lf vamps a nd kid 
tops. Your ch oice of 

co lor: bl ack; brown ; 
tan; or ben edictine. 

COMPLETE SATISFACTION IS OUR 

GUARANTEE 
When you ord er, i.nctu de shoe size and 
widt l i. T f you a.re hard to fi t , aslc about 
our made lo measure bools. A $5.00 de
posit is r equired on an orders . 

GUINN BROS. BOOT COMPANY 
P.O . BOX 10058, EL PASO, TEXAS 79991 

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG -

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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& MISC. GUN PARTS 
New, hard-to-find imported 
and domestic magazines 
and gun parts. Over 250 
illustrations of pistols and 
gun parts. Send today for 
this valuable catalog. 

TRIPLE K MFG. co.~~ 
P. 0. Box 20312 Dept. B. 

San Diego, Cal if. 92120 ~ 

H ANDBOOK for 
SHOO'l 'EHS and U E LOA D E H S 

84 

\ 'o lumc lJ now av:1il:t l>lc ! S upplcmcnl· 
int! the o u tswn<ling popular V o lum e l 
pu'>li ~hc d in 1063. l nC'luclcs (•Ompr c. 
hcn ~ lvc p holos, d esc r ipli on1:> and fl aw 
fo r ~24 new wllcl c:tus nntl eommcrl·i al 
ca rtr1c1g·ct:i . Plus a l l new f cau1rc nrt\ . jijii cle, o n "" phas es o f lm ndloadlng . ~ 95 
pages. ::;s.oo poi- t paid. 

V olume I also 58.00 Postpaid . 
~ Both - $ 1 5 .00 Pos tpaid 
fll"" Deare .- & J•)hlH' t' 1nc1ulrics 1nvllcCI 

• Free gun sm lth lnir list 

P.O. ACI{LEY ~~1~
5
L a Ak ~b~;t ; ,a •~ ctah 84117 

ARMS LIBRARY 

(Continued from poge 81) 

THE AMATEUR GUNCRAFTSMA 

By J ames V. Howe 
(Funk & Wagnalls, N.Y. $1.50 pap

erbound) 

This book, in its first printing, back 
in 1938 was a classic among books on 
gunsmithing, and it still is, if you 
want good clear understandable bas
ics. However, it is sad that this book 
is a direct reprint from the original, 
and has not been updated. When the 
author tells about the guns made by 
Colt and men tions the Shooting Mas
ter, or when the directory places Red 
field Gun Sight on Gilpin Street in 
D enver, well, it kind of gives you the 
feel ing that you can smell the musti 
ness, and that the publishers should 
have left this as a grand old classic, 
not pu t a bright new cover on it and 
palm it off as something new and up 
to date. In spite of this, I must admit 
that if you are interested in gun tink
ering, ther e is more than a buck
and-a - hali's worth of practical infor
mation in this little book.-J.R. 

BOOK CATALOGUE NO. 3 
( N. Fiayderman & Co., Inc., R .F.D. 2, 

New Milford, Conn., 1968. 25() 

This year's edition of the Flayder 
man catalog contains over 600 titles. 
P art of this increase is du to the ad 
dition of a special section devoted to 
hunting, bu t a good deal of it is due 

to the addition of titles which are new 
this year. Now you may be able to 
get part of these books at one other 
place, and you may be able to get all 
of them, eventually, if you write to 
enough other places, but I guarantee 
that for the fastest service on any 
arms book you should go to Flayd r 
man.-E.P. 

WEAPONS OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTIO 

By Warren Moore 
( Funk & W agnalls, New York City, 

1968. $10.00) 

This is a splendidly illu trated guide 
to the weapon u d durin()' the 
American Revolu ion . Divid d into 
four sections, should r arms, pistol , 
edged weapons, and military accou
trem ents, the book has a large num
ber of photo bowing each type of 
arm or accoutrem nt di cussed . There 
ar e also a number of fou r - color plate 
which show various of these arms in 
their natural colors. 

One fascinating inclusion in this 
book is a ection on p r onal powder 
horns, many of which w re engraved 
or inscribed. Much of thi engraving 
takes the form o d igns or scroll 
work which looks antiquated and 
primitive in comparison with our 
modern gun engraving. Many other 
of these horns w r decora ted with 
maps of the ar a in which their 
owners lived or fough . All arc quite 
interesting and des rv close study. 

For anyon e b ginning a collection 
of Revolutionary War arms, this is 
an excellent book. F or he advanced 
collector, this should b on his "must" 
list.-E.P. 

ARMS AND ARMOR F ROM THE 
ATELIER OF ERNST SCHMIDT, 

MUNICH 

Ed. by E. Andr w Mowbray 

(Available from R ay Riling, 6844 Gor
sten, St ., Phila., Penna. $11.95) 

Ernst Schmidt wa a aker! But not 
in the sense you think. During the 
period from the la 1 70 's to around 
1930, the affiu en oci y of Europe 
demanded anci n w apons of war in 
gr eat quantity to d cora e th ir house
holds. Howev r, au hen ic pieces of 
armor , firearm , c. w r rare, and 
even if one could afford them, they 
were almost impo ibl o find. Ernst 
Schmidt catered o thi market with 
reproductions of arm and armor 
which ran from poor in reproduction 
to magnificent mi ror imag . This 
book is a catalog of mo of hi works. 

The publica ion of thi book i lim
it d to 1,000 numb r d copie , and if 
th e ubj ect int r s you, you had 
better hurry.-J.R. 
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USE SUBSCRIPTION COUPON ON PAGE 7 6 TO OBTAIN BONUS BOOK DISCOUNT! 

SMALL ARMS OF THE 
WORLD by W. H. B. Smith . 

Re vised a nd enlarged by J oseph 
E . Smit h. The most authori 
tat ive reference ever publ ished 
on mili tary small arms. Spe
cial emphasis on U.S. and 
U .S .S.R . weapons . 711 pages, 
mo re tha n 1,800 ill ustra tions 
cover ing !dent lftcation. cali 
bers. ammu n ition . st rlppl n g, 
a ssem bly. safe t y an d h istory . 

Regular Price . .. $17.95 

Su bsc ribers Pay On ly . . $14. 36 

COMl'LETE UEV I SI ON COVEUS 
BO T /I l'I S1'0LS A .\'D II/Fl ES! 

th e home guide to CARTRIDGE CONVERSIONS 
" Non tc k n o w s m ore a bout It th a n a n y othe r man . He 
te l l s ho w to l oad g ood ammo f o r thou sa nds o f obso l e t e 
gun s. You' ll be surpri sed a t t he nu m b e r o f rni b s t l t ~ te 
cases you c an u se fo r mos t cu rrent U.S. a n d fo reign 
c11 r t r idg cs . Com p lete d ope , t est l oad i n g claw. f o r ever y 
ca r tr idg e , C\'c r y dime nsio n . C lear a n d s impl c . f or n o v i ce 
o r p ro f c ss l o n :i l c u s to m l oadcr ' ' - K c n t B el l a h . 4 1 6 pages, 
lli u s t ra l cd. 

345 Reg ular Pr ice 

Subscr ibers Pay Only 

"" " " . $8 .95 

'. $7.00 

SURE - HIT SHOTGUN WAYS 
by Franci s E. Se ll 
H e r c i s h o w a n d w h y t he who l e 
g un n ing 1·outine I s i ntegl'3ted
ft'om g u n ner and g un t o the ll l· 
ti m ate sh ot. Gauges and t h e ir 
u se ; ch okes a n d sh o t p atte rns: 
se l ec ti n g y o u r g un ; cu st om fi t
ting a focto r y s t ock: s lugs : b uck· 
sh o t: secondl1a nd b aq;::-ai ns; re · 
l oad ing : patter n tJoa r cls ; and a 
com ple te In v est i g ati on o f f orm, 
f ootwork and sh oo t i n g m e t h ods 
in e~ ic h k i n d o f s i t uati o n! 16 0 
p ag e s, i llust r a ted. 

Regular Price 

Subscribers Pay Onl y 

. . $5 .95 

$4 .50 

THE DEER HUNTER ' S GUIDE - Sell 
Ne we st o ffe rin g of w h at it w k es t o h u n t d eer s u cces s
r u!ly . I t t eac hes about we apon s a n d a mm un it i on . ove r · 
com i ng pro b le m s o f sh oo ti n g in bru s h. g augi ng speed o f 
d ee r . c h oos i n g the bes t sco pe o r s i ght, geul n g p r o pe r 
l eacl o n t <.i r g et . t h e m as te ry o f t r a ll watc h i ng , u slng deer 
'' h o t sp ot s , ' ' :1elvant.ag·es in t h e w ind and p r ope r no i ses . 
B et te r w ays f o r I m p r o vi n g te chniq u es t or g etting an y 
spec ies . 

488 Regula r Price 

Subsc ribers Pay Only 

$5 .00 

$4 .00 

EV EUYMAN'S 1,0AD-YOUU-O WN 
GUID E FOii GL\'S OF A U , A GES 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

LOADING AMMUNITION - Naramore 
In th i s co mp l e t e . two -part presentation . Co l. N ara mor e 
pr ovi des t h e ba s i cs o f b all i s ti cs : mecha nlcal p rlnci ptes 
ot canrl d g es ; p r oper and Imp r o p er met hods of assem b l y ; 
chemlc;.1 1: m et a l l urgi ca l : p h y s ics : ex plos i\·e p ri n cip l es . 
A bou t 1, 000 pages , 5 2 st C'p ·by·step c haptel' s , m ore t han 
24 0 I llus t rati ons. 

1355 Regular Price 

Subsc ribe rs Pay Only 

' ' ' ' ' ' '' ' '' ' $12 .50 

'''' . $10.00 

INTRODUCTION TO MODERN 

GUNSMITHING -MacFarland 

Jn t h i s w ork bench 1·c f e1·cnce. you 
see the ea sy - t o -fo l l ow tro u b l e 
fl' ee way s f o r so lving p r o blem s 
o f ma ! fu n c ll on , p ick i ng :rnd Im· 
pro v ing act i on s . J ~ ett i n g the !)e s t 
pu ll and ac c un:icy. c h oo s ing and 
w o !'k ! n g d i fferent s teel s . co rrec t· 
Ing a nd m ountin g s cope s a n d 
s i g h t s . e m p loy in g re liab l e mcth · 
ad s wi t h meta l fini sh es , crna tl ng 
sp ort i ng st ock s , lickin g a ssemb ly 
co n fu si o n . et c . 

Regular Price . . . $6.95 

918 Subsc ribers Pay Only $5 .25 

G UNS FOU D UELLING, A N D 
T ll E M EN 11"110 M A D E T ll EM ! 

DUELLING PISTOLS - Atkinson 
F l rs l U. S . editi o n o f t11 e w idel y acc l a i med Briti s h book 
ab o ut t he defe n se o f h onor wil h fi !'c anns . Co v ers t he 
tec h nica li ti es o f nrnnu f act urc. a n d u lt i m a te u se. Q u es
tio n s arc a sked an d a nsw ered abou t ft lntlock s. p crcus· 
s i on duc l lcr!" , ancl the d eadlies t of earl y h andguns . E igh t 
fu l l pag es o f co l or pl ates . 

537 Regular Price . .... . .. .. $12.95 

Subscribers Pay On ly ... . $10 .25 

HATCHER ' S NOTEBOOK 
by Julian S. Hat cher 

W an t t o k nO\\" Iden ti fic ati on 
cod es o f f or e i g n a rm s . am . 
muni t io n , an d op t ical lns t ru · 
m en t m;1ker s '! F act s abo u t 
h c ad space an d h o w it effect s 
sh oo ti ng '.' ll l s t o ry o f t he 
Ped ersen De v ice '! T h e rul e 
f ol' com p u ti ng o r d i n a tes t o 
t ra j ec t or y ? All a bout ex t c · 
1·i o r \Jal!l s t ics? T h e se a t"e 
on ly a f ew of t h e hu ndrc cls 
o f q uest i o n s th is 4 0-y ear s· 
o f -ex p er ience b ook answer s 
f o r a nyone In a n y o f t h e 
m an y specia l g u n a r e as . 

Regular Price .. . . $1 0.00 

795 Subscribe rs Pay Only .. . . $ 7.95 

THE BOOK OF PISTOLS 
AND REVOLVERS 

by W. H. B. Smith. 

Regular Price .. $13.50 

270 Subscribers Pay On ly . $12.00 
Special price lor set: 

BOOK OF RIFLES (W. H. 8. 
Smith ) and BOOK Of PIS
TOLS AND REVOLVERS 

$26 .00 valu e only . . . $19.95 

Subscribers Pay Onl y .. $16.00 

T ll E ST AND A UD UEFEUEN CE 
TO U. S. MAUJ'I A /, lO;\ 'G A /IM S 

IDENTIFYING OLD U.S. MUSKETS , 

RIFLES AND CARBINES - Gluckman 
F o r t he col lec t o r , b u ff o r d ea l er- an easy to t e ll them 
apart g u l do to de tai l s o f cn li bc!' . l e ngt h . bn rre l m ark ing s, 
fi t t ing s. p r o d u c t i o n , manu f a ctu r e 1·s- f u l l y desc r i bes t hese 
and a l l o t her I nd i vid ua l w c:1pon ch :l!'ac t erl sti cs . A n ew 
additio n to t h i s p r i n t ing p r ov i des a l ist o f ar ms in· 
sp ec t o r s an d m arki ng s . 

903 Regu lar Price 

Subsc ri bers Pay Onl y 

' $10.00 

'' '' $ 8.00 

THE SHOTGUNNER' S BOOK 
b y Col. Charles Askins , 

T he comple t e p ic t ure on sh ot
gu n s _ . . desi gn , manufac t u re , 
sh oot in g fo rm . ammuni tion . . . 
a ll ln one nea t package. Not a 
dry ch ronology of t h ese Items, 
bu t a h igh ly r eada bl e story of 
s h o~ gunnrng spiced wi t h a d 
ven t.lire nn d h um or. 365 pages, 
more t han 100 illu st r a t ion s. A 
" m ust" volum e for t he sh otgun 
en thusiast . 

' ' ' ' ' ' ' $8 .50 

$6 .50 

AGE OF GREAT GUNS - Comparato 

Offbeat s t ory o f ca n n on art i l l er y a nd t h e m en w h o m a de 
and d C\'e l opecl t h e demon s of fi r epower. F 1·om :\' apo l eon 's 
fi rs t succe ss f ul m il l t:i r y u se to the g u id ed m i s.s i l es of 
t oday ... the g ood :m e! t he b ad o r b i g- gu n s and th e 
quest f or b ig·ger, be tt er meth od s of m a ss destructi o n . 
O f ;1bso 1·b i ng i nter est t o :1n y o 11 e in t e rested I n til e h i sto ry 
o f fire po w e r . and a °' m u st " for studen t s o f mti l ta r y 
we>apons. 4 00 pag-es , I l l us trated. 

47 Regular Price ......... $11.95 

Subscr ibe rs Pay Onl y s 9.25 

MODERN ABC 's OF GUNS by Ste indl e r 
'!' hi s comprehensi\'C new stu dy cuts th rough today' s ou t 
pouring of tech n ical ities a bout r ifl es . shotguns , handguns, 
ca libers, s ights, stocks, reco il , ba ll ist i cs . etc .. \ I O Dl ~ H~ 

ABC's 01" GU:\1S shar l) shoots on how to study and ern lua te 
guns and am muniti on ads, descr ipti ons, cata logs . I t sho\\'S 
and te ll s how to examine, ern luate an d bu:r a gun. T onpecl
ofr wi th bull°s-eye defi nit ions of the 12 5 most com monl y 
used term s, A BC' s has more than fi fty se lected phot og rap hs 
and clra \\'i ngs . 

ORDER YOUR BOOKS NOW! 

Regular Price . . . . , . . $4 .95 

775 Sub scribers Pay Only . . . . . $3 .95 

CIVIL WAR GUNS by William B. Ed wards 
A color ful a nd dra mati c book for t ile C' h ' il \\' ar buff a nd arm s man regard less of 
his specialty. Aho,·e a ll it is a s tory of Ame rica fo r a ll Amer icans . ln 36 chap
ters, 11 1 pages. t11is fa sc inati ng book br ings you the com l) lete a nd excit i ng story 
of a l l the g un s used in tlie Grea t \\" ar Bet\\'CC n the States, Confede ra te a nd 
Pedrra \. T his is the fi rs t ti me such rnlu rn inous facts hare bee n brought to
gether in one luci cl , re adab le and unh urri ed volume. 

Re gul a r Price . 

373 Sub sc ribers Pay Only ....•. . . .. . 

GUNS APRI l 1968 

. '$ 15 .00 
'' . $12.00 

Book Dept, GUNS Magazine GB-4 
8150 N. Central Park Avenue, Skokie, Illinois 
0 I am a GUNS subscriber, and therefore eligible far the bonus 

book discount! 

0 I am not a GUNS subscr iber. I unde rstand I must pay the 

regular price for books. 

Enclosed is $ in full payment for the books ordered 

below. I understand that you will pay postage. 

Book # --------------------
NAME -- ------------------ ~ 

ADDRESS· -~~ ~~~~ ~~-..~~ ~~~~~~ ~ 

CITY STATE ______ _ 

O Please forward additional book lis ts. (z ip) 

• • 

. 
·---- ~ -------------------~-- ~ ------ ~ -------
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-
Put on a good -word for hunting. 
Join the Outdoor Corps. 

Want to show the world that 
hunters do more for conservation than 
anyone? 

T hen join the Outdoor Corps 
today. 

It's not a formal club or organ
ization. There are no meetings to 
attend or dues to pay. T here are no 
age limits. And the only requirements 
for membership are these: 

When you wear t he Outdoor 
Corps emblem, it means you wi ll fo llow 
the rules for hunting and shooting 
sportsmanship. And you wi ll tell your 
friends the facts on how hunters work 
for conservation. 

86 

We wi ll send you these facts. 
Convincing facts that prove 

hunters and fisherme n spend more than 
$400,000,000 on conservation each 
year. T hat prove hunters have actually 
added species co America's game popu
lation. That prove hunters' dollars 
support more kinds of non-hunted 
wi ldlife than game. Plus a lot more 
facts. 

We' ll also send yo u two handsome 
five-color Outdoor Corps patches. So 
you can wear you r feelings where they 
show. 

T he cost to yo u for everything: 
Just one doll ar. 

The Outdoor Corps is you r 
chance to let everyone see you are 

proud of hunters and hunting. 
The Outdoor Corps is your 

opportunity to help explain the facts 
of hunting to those who may not 
have hadthechance to 
en JOY It . 

Put on a good word 
for hunting today. It 
on ly costs a dollar. 

SHOOTING 
SPORTS 

r----------------, 
National Shooting Sports Foundation, Inc. 
1075 Post Road, Riverside, Conn. 06878 

I want to join th e Outdoor Corps. P lease rush 
my patches and th e facts to tell how hunters 
work for conservation . I enclose )11.00 

Add ress. ________ _ 

City _________ _ 

Stat eo ______ Zip ___ _ 

GUNS APRIL 1968 



WORLD'S GREATEST ARMSCHEST - WORLD'S LOWESl· ·P.RICES 

1 
RUBY .32 AUTO SPECIAL! COMPLETE WITH HOLSTER 

NRA VERY GOOD 
BROWNING M22 

CAL •• 32 ACP 
CAL •• 32 ACP 

ONLY 

s22 
RARE UNIQUE 'kri~gsmo~~ll' 

CALIBER .32 ACP 
NRA GOOD 

Pride of the Pyranees 
... and just as rugged! 
Ideal knock-about gun 
for hunters & anglers. 
Holsters only $3.00. 

FRENCH M35A 

Design features of 

Browning, Petter and 

the Neuheusen auto. 

B·rd. mags. $3.00. NRA GOOD 

First produced under German mil. 
ordnance control designated 

'KRIEGSMODELL' for Wehrmacht use 
after 1942. Classic Browning design 

w/ exposed hammer & streamlined 
back strap & tang. 9-rd magazine. 
Holster w / mag. pocket included. 
Extra 9-rd. magazines only $3.00. 

Late model Browning 
.32 automatics. The 
famed 1922 model in 
use world-wide. GOOD. 
Holsters only $3.00. 

STAR MODEL B 
CAL. 9mm (Luger) 

Top copy of U.S. 1911 

.45 automatic. One of 

today's best. Holster 

& 2 Mags only $69. 

FRENCH M35S 

Patterned after U.S. 

Model 1911 .45 ACP 

-scaled down. 8·rd. 

magazines ea. $3.00. 

European belt • leather. 
Pocket for extra mag. 
Fits Mauser HSc & 191 o, 
Walther PP & PPK, Ruby, 
Browning M22, Ortgies, 
Czech M27, MAB Model 
D, Astra· 3000, Unique. 

ONLY 

s25 
Mi nimum order be low (except a h n oted) 1 00 
r ounds . All prices below \except as Usted 
othel'wise ) per 1 0 0 r o und s . S HIPPED H.E.A. 
EXPHESS. S HIPPING CH AHGE S CO LLECT . 

FINE ISSUI. MILITARY RIFLE CARTRIDGES 
BarQain Priced Pra ctic e Ammo 

e.5x54 Mannllche r S ch oenauer (!-.1.C.) S 6 .00 
n.·DI l\tauser (?\t. C.) ·-·· ·········· ·····--- -----·· 5 6.00 
7. :.15 Italian (M.C.) (with one clip) ..••.. $ 5 .00 
7. 6 2 NATO .:J08 W in. (.M .C .) (non -cor ) $12.00 
7 .02 Huss Ion (::\I. C . ) ----- -------.. ·-- --------- S 6.00 
7 .62x39 Hussian Short (20 rds.) ______ $ 5 .00 
.3 0 -'00 F.~ '. (l\I. C.) ·· · ------·····-· - -----S 7 .50 
.:JO~ Briti s h Milita ry - ---------------$ 6.0Q 
.303-Wlnc.hester Manufacture 

Boxer primed, r e loadable -- --$ 7.00 
8::\1:\l Gcnnan :\lauser l s:;ue 

IJoxer prim ed, non-corros tve --···----S 6 .00 
8x56H l\I annllcher (}.1.C. )· --------------------5 6.oo 

SWISS MU. RIFLES! 
Rugged as the Alps ••• smooth as a precision· 
made timepiece . one of the most accurate mil· 
itary arms ever made. Craftsmanship unequalled 

Bayonets $2.50! to this day! Soft point sporting ammo 54.50 /2 0. 

Swiss Army cleaning kit. Tough, heavy duty canvas ONLY 

ORIGINAL field pouch containing bore mirror, chamber bur· $1.00 
ISSUE 

nishing and cleaning tool, 2 cans of preservative 
lubricant and compact pull-through cleaning cord. 

SWISS M11 CARBINES! 

of the elite Alpine 
troopers. All milled parts . NRA GOOD condition. 
With muzzle cover. Issue cleaning kit-$1 .00. 

· ~ 

NRA GOOD ONLY 

CARBINES! s54 
iare, unknown in the U. S. until this shipment. Made by the world-famed Oansk lndustri 
srndikat and originally sold for $135.00. Only 81/2 lbs. and fitted with thick, rubber recoil 
;ad and precision-machined integral muzzle brake. Peep rear sight adjustable for elevation 
nd windage. A rare find in any condition, these are NRA Good. Bayonets only $3.00 each. 

Orig inal 
Bayonets $4.001 

3X MAGNIFICATION 

NRA VERY GOOD 

FN .30·'06 SEMl·AUTO RIFLES! 
Finest semi-aut11matic ever made! Designed for 
elite NATO units-too costly to ever dupli· 
cate . NRA GOOD w/ leather sling. VG $10 more. 

I M PORTANT SALES INFORMATION - PLEASE READ CARE · 
FULLY : All guns ond ammo shipped RAI LWAY EXPHESS OR • 

~~~~~
1
~ r ' ~ 1 ~

1
~)g~n6 rd~~~r6b s J8¥ eS~ Ni; ° CASii~Sao~~~i:;io t~o . 5~Ps~ 

FINE PISTOL CARTRIDGES 

7. 02 Tokarev (Pisto l) 1\1.C. ------ -$ 
7 .63 Mauser (Pistol) (l\I.C, ) ----------- 5 
7 ,f\51\tl\t French Long ------------------···· 5 
9mm Pn1·abc llum (M. c . ) ___________ . $ 

01\t:\1 Dl'uwning Long (l\I. C.) ----··----------5 

~4'gl\~d~e 1 (fi '~1~~~»ll ~~~~~ --- ~~: ... ~ ~ : __ ::::: :::::: ~ i 
SOFT POINT SPORTING CARTRIDGES 

Uaruain Priced N 1Lntt11g Ammo 

~ ~~ '.\~'~f:~t:~~r s~~}t Pr 'l~?~ t c ~g or ~~~ ->· ::::::: : : 
7 . 5 Swiss Soft Point (20 rds .) ___________ $ 
7 .65 Mau ser Soft. Poi nt (20 rds.) ________ $ 

J8~ 0 ~1~~f~cir~ 1 P~1 c ;to c2C::,s·id-S:)"·::::::::: I 
.303 British Soft Po int (30 rds. ) ______ 5 
81\t'.\I Mau ser Soft Point ( 40 rds .) ------- S 
8x50 R l\ta nn l lcher S.P. (20 rds. ) ••.••••. $ 

s.oo 
5.oo 
7 .00 
6.00 
6.oo 
6.00 
6 .00 

6 .00 
3 .!50 
4 . !50 
3 .50 
3 .50 
3.so 
4 . 50 
6.00 
4 .50 

WEBLEY MK VI 
CAL •• 45 ACP 

Trusted for strength 
and reliability. Adapt· 
ed to .45 ACP. Extra 
"Halfmoon" clips 50¢ 
a pair. Order now! 

MAGAZINES 

NRA QOOD 

Star Model D (9mm Pnrabellum) .••• $2.00 

U ntque (.32 ACP ) -------····----------------- 53.00 
Brown ing l\122 ( .32 ACP) ---·· · ··--······ $3 .00 
Mauser H Sc (.32 A CP ) ----···· ··· ·· · · ····-·· 53.00 
Walther P-38 (9mm Parabellum) ••....•• 55 .00 
p '08 (Luger-9mm Parabellum) ---·-·· $8.00 
Br owni ng Ht-Power (9mm Parabellum) 56 .00 
Astra Model 600 (9mm Parabellum) ____ $6 .00 

CMA!s{~ 
7MM M93 MAUSER RIFLES! ONLY 

NRA GOOD. Target accuracy. All milled parts. 
7mm ammo (MC), $6.00/:oo. Soft point, $3.50 / 20. s23 

NRA GOOD 

PERSIAN MAUSER CARBINES! 

NRA GOOD. 18" bbls. Turned-down bolt handles. 
Soft point ammo $3.00 / 20. Military $6.00/100. 

19TH CENTURY LONG RIFLES! 

Fine arsenal-reconditioned Italian VV70 Long 

Rifles. One of today's most popular bargain 

decorators. Served with elite Bersaglieri. 

ONLY 

$25 

oo@r~ 
ONLY 

s30 

ONLY 

s30 

ONLY 

$12 
REGISTERED DEALERS: Write on your officia l business letter
head fo r new sensational di scount list. V isi t our Alexandria 
Warehouses fo r on-the-spot inspection of the finest ava\lahle. 
Not to be confused with any o ther source-order from the l eader. 



THE 

MOST 

EXCITING 

NEW 

CONCEPT 

IN 

BOLT ACTION 

RIFLES 
The SHIKAR is a new concept 

in bolt-action rifles, featuring the 
strongest and swiftest bolt 

action designed. This newest 
concept in bolt actions has taken 

advantage of space age tech
nological advances in manufacturing. Its 
short stroke and accelerated lock time 

combine with smoothness and ease of 
operation that make it the finest bolt 

action available to the American shooter 
today! The highly polished blue finish 

is complimented by a richly grained 
walnut stock which has a generous 

amount of hand checkering in the 
popular basket weave pattern. The 

highly-polished stock is enhanced by 
a handsome rosewood fore end tip, 

rosewood pistol grip cap and big 
game rubber recoil pad. The SH IKAR 

is unequaled in value. Available in 
.243, .270, .30-06, .308, 7mm 
Remington Mag., and .338 WM .. 

Price $24950 

Enjoy inexpensive 
shooting at its best 
with this famous look· 
alike gun-a fast 
shooting and dependable 
.22 cal iber 8-shot pistol 
ideal for plinking, target 
shooting and pest control. 
No detail has been spared 
to maintain authenticity. 
Size, weight and balance are 
identical to the original. 
The genuine walnut 
checkered. grips and fore· 
end are complimented by a 
br illiant blue-black corrosion
proof finish on metal parts. 
The rear sight is micro ad
justable to fit the existing 
shooting cond itions. 

M-22 
AMERICA'S FAVORITE 

.22 CAL. CARBINE 

AT A NEW 

LOW PRICE/ 

THE HALLMARK 
OF QUALITY 

• 
whelming ac

ceptance of our 

new M-22 

carbine has 

allowed produc

tion increases that will 

enable us to cut costs. 

To show our apprecia

tion we are going to pass 

the savings on to you! 

Save $10.00 today on America's 

favorite .22 cal. carbine! Remember, 

it has the feel of an original 

G.I. carbine and is authentically 

reproduced to the very 

last detail including size, 

weight and balance. 
$6995 

A COMPLETE LITERATURE ON REQUEST 
EXCLUSIVELY IMPORTED BY 

--DISTRIBUTORS 
1983 W. 10th ST. BKLYN., N.Y. • Phone: WA-5-4881 (area code 212) 
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