
CONTENTS

16 Conditions Of Readiness
BY MASSAD AYOOB From “cocked and locked” to 
safe storage, a guide to handgun maintenance.

24 State Of The Smart Gun
BY MASSAD AYOOB  Is a user-dedicated handgun the 
Holy Grail of safety, or an accident waiting to happen?

40 Methods Of Carry
BY ROY HUNTINGTON Choosing the right means of 
conveyance for your gun requires serious consideration.

44 The J-Frame Goes Scandium 
BY CHARLES E. PETTY One of the rarest elements 
lends its muscle to S&W’s classic self-defense .357.

ON THE COVER

58 Gun Locks & Security Devices
BY ROY HUNTINGTON  Political rhetoric aside, 
there is more to a gun lock than just turning a key. 

60 The Wildcat .41 Special
BY JOHN TAFFIN  Created to surpass the .44, this 
cartridge is still a favorite among handloaders.

82 Gun Of The Month
Win a Springfield TRP .45 pistol.

90 The Ultra Mag Family
BY SCOTT FARRELL  Remington expands its line of 
high-performance cartridges with a 7mm and a .375.

COVER PHOTOGRAPH BY ICHIRO NAGATA

FEBRUARY 2001
VOL.47 NO.02-553

44 The rare material known as
“scandium” makes the new S&W
.357s both light and strong.



10 Crossfire Letters to GUNS
16 Handguns Massad Ayoob
20 Shotgunner Holt Bodinson
22 Rifleman Dave Anderson
32 Handloader Charles E. Petty
34 Quartermaster GUNS Staff

FEATURES

DEPARTMENTS

52 New evidence reveals that conventional wisdom 
on barrel length, velocity and .223 bullet
performance is all wrong. 

76 Looks like a 1911A1, but yet, somehow
different. Argentina’s innovative designers may 
have found a way to improve “old slabsides.”

32 Ready to get into handloading? Our basic 
training guide will get you ready with all the 
tools and techniques to do the job right.

80 New Products
84 GUNS Classifieds
88 Advertiser Index
90 GUNS Insider Scott Farrell

6 GUNS MAGAZINEFEBRUARY 2001

42 Steyr .376 ProHunter
BY HOLT BODINSON  This high-performance cartridge is chambered
in one of the finest hunting rifles on the market.

52 Ballistic Realities
BY BARRETT TILLMAN  An empirical test of .223 carbines reveals
surprising evidence about barrel length and bullet performance.

66 Defensive Revolvers
BY CLINT SMITH  In an age of high-tech pistols, the sixgun holds its 
own as a weapon for home defense and personal protection.

76 Argentina’s Ballester-Molina Pistol
BY GENE GANGAROSA, JR.  Unique design elements make this gun 
a real collector’s piece — and a very enjoyable shooter.

58 Gun Locks 
The Life Jacket is just one of the
innovative safety devices now 
available to gun owners.




